
P residential Race:  George W.
Bush carried the county in the Nov.
2 General Election.  Choctaw East
cast 380 votes for him, and 153 for
John Kerry.  Choctaw West voted
for Bush 415 times and had 256
votes for Kerry. 

T h a n k f u l l y, there was a clear-
cut winner for president this time (it
was George) and the election noise

finally slid to a halt.  It took until the
next morning (Wednesday) for the
outcome to become obvious.  T h a t
i s n ’t bad for a country spread out as
America is.  A c t u a l l y, it is some-
thing to be proud of.  An election in
a country of about 280 million peo-
ple, ... and it was settled with bal-
lots, not bullets, in one day of vot-
ing.  

We voters and non-voters were
deluged with ads of every shape,
stripe, and size for about four
months.  T I M E magazine reported
there were 630,000 T V c a m p a i g n
commercials aired this election sea-
son.  

Comedians and others had
plenty of shots for humor.  “Did you
hear that Teresa Heinz Kerry was so
mad about losing that she raised the
price of catsup to $50 per barrel?”
And Dan Rather pulled out all the
stops.  He said the election “was
closer than Lassie and Ti m m y. ”
Another one of his remarks was the
race “is hotter than a Times Square

Rolex.”  Jay Leno told of Marion
Berry winning in D.C., prompting
Leno to say, “The crack is back.”
But most of us found little humor in
the presidential campaign.  

It was too much to endure, too
long, and too expensive.
Regardless of your presidential can-
didate, Bush or Kerry, you had to
admit that both gave their all in an
exhausting run for the White House
front door.  Kerry made 36 visits to
Ohio, a few more than Bush.  Kerry
gave 38 satellite interviews on elec-
tion day over four hours.  Bush was
no slouch, managing to pop into
Columbus enroute from Crawford,
Texas to Washington on election
d a y.     

When all was said and done,
Bush squeaked by nationally with
51% of the popular vote to Kerry’s
48.5%.  And Bush managed to get a
few more than the required 270
electoral votes; that’s the ones that
really count.   

O t h e r R a c e s:  Georg e
Voinovich won reelection as did
incumbent State Senator Steve
Austria.  Austria, from
Beavercreek, seeks more leadership
responsibility and got it when he
was selected for the No. 5 spot
within the GOP Senate on Nov. 10.
Deborah Pryce kept her Congres-
sional 15th District Representative
position in Washington D.C. where
she is among the leaders of her
party in the Capitol. 

Chris Widener retained his state
84th District Representative posi-
tion.  Madison County Commis-
sioner Chris Snyder won over John
S t a h l .
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NOTICE— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
The fire at Central Ohio Printing in London a few months ago creat-

ed publishing problems for us because they print The Peace Pipe.
Printing, which had been done locally, is now done elsewhere at one of
their plants.  We intend to retain our policy of having a new issue of The
Peace Pipe in your hands at the beginning of each month.  Your copy was
late last month; not the way we wanted it.  We are exploring alternatives
to allow us to have a late dateline and still get the paper to you by the first
of the month.  

Political Race Results
Exhaustive Campaign for President 
by Bob Cordes

Close Election For School and
Mental Health Issues
Provisional Ballots Effected Outcome
by Bob Cordes

The 392 provisional ballots in Madison County put some suspense into the
Nov. 2 local election; ... did the school income tax pass? ... did the mental
health issue pass? 

When the unofficial votes were first tallied, the school tax lost by 11 votes;
the mental health issue passed by 15 votes.

But after counting the provisional ballots and deeming the vote count as
official on Nov. 15, the school income tax request lost by one vote; 3,168 to
3,169.  The mental health levy failed by 3 votes.

Because the decisions were reached by less than one-half of 1% of the
total, the votes were recounted on Nov. 22.  The official vote count, as certified
by the Board of Elections, is given below.

Income Tax Issue: The official count settled it; the school levy of a 1%
income tax for five years failed by one vote.

Choctaw East Choctaw West Somerford Total Vote
Official Count “For” 268 360 231 3,170
Official Count “Against” 263 313 312 3,171

Seventy-nine percent of those registered for Choctaw East voted; 81% of
those eligible voted in Choctaw West, and 81.5% of registered Somerforders
voted.

The Somerford Township building on Hwy 56 was abuzz election day.
They did a landslide business as the precinct defeated the school levy with a
57.5% “NO’ vote.

Was it the local residents expressing their anger at losing “their school?”
Communities take a vested interest in their schools.  Besides making it easy for
parents to get their kids to school, local schools also provide jobs, a meeting
place, and a source of pride.  But their school closed when the new school

Actually, it is something to be
proud of.  An election in a country
of about 280 million people, ... and
it was settled with ballots, not bul -
lets, in one day of voting.

See Election continued on  page 5



Substantive Motions A p p roved in this
Meeting – 

- Motion 04-039: Rich LaRowe made a
motion to accept the new boat registration
policy as presented with the following two
changes – that the location be left up to the
Lake Manager and the cost to replace a lost
sticker is $25.  Mike Hexamer seconded.
Motion passed.

- Motion 04-040:  Mike Hexamer made a
motion for the Tecumseh Award candidate.
Seconded by Brad Couch.   Motion passed.

- Motion 04-041:  Brad Couch made a motion
that according to Don Gregory that we rein-
stitute the privileges of the Executive Board
and its ability to hold business in a timely
manner when needed.  The Board members
consist of the duly elected officers of the
Board of Trustees for the duration of their
elected year.  Seconded by Rich LaRowe.
Two votes for, two votes against, Bob Smith
voted for the motion because it was a tie.
Motion passed

- Motion 04-042:  Brad Couch made a motion
to allow the Humane Society to place their
fiber recycling containers next to our current
containers so that they can then use the pro-
ceeds to help fund their facility.  Seconded by
Steve Blake.  Motion passed.

Call to Order:
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at

7:00 p.m.  A roll call was taken as follows:
Bob Smith:  present, Brad Couch: present,

Rich LaRowe: present, Steve Blake:  present,
Emalena McCracken:  present, Mike Hexamer:
present, Ruth Sowers: excused, Steve Grapp: pres-
ent; Rick Ballard: excused. 

John Cimino (CLPOA Lake Manager), Steve
Hilling (CL Patrol), and Jimmy Moran were also
present.  

P ro p e rty Owner’s Time: 
Joanna Stiefel, Lot 222, was present to discuss

the recycling containers to benefit the Humane
S o c i e t y.  

Dave Quincel, Lot 202, was present to discuss
the Arrowhead rental and cleaning fees.  Cleaning
fees should be around $25-30 instead of $75.  T h e
$100 deposit should be used for any cleaning pur-
poses.  Bob Smith indicated that a review was
being done on all the rentals.  To be discussed
under New Business.

Judy Maynard, Lot 943 & 945, was present to
discuss storage units and a zoning change.  Bob
Smith indicated a zoning change is not required
since it is zoned Agricultural at this time.  CLPOA
owns the land and the storage area is not available
for public use.  A conditional-use change was
brought before Sommerford Township and will be
discussed further on November 17th.   Mrs.
Maynard asked why the conditional use was not
sought prior to building the storage facility.  Bob
Smith indicated that anyone who owns an
Agricultural area can put up a fence and use it for
private use.  The road and gravel was done by Mid
Ohio at no expense to CLPOA – the only cost so
far has been the fence.   Rich LaRowe indicated
that budget was only over $24 of the original bud-

geted amount.
Mrs. Maynard also asked whether the lights

have been fixed at Memorial Park.  Drainage and
berm issues were also discussed.

Billy Woodall, Lot 857, was present to discuss
a lip of blacktop coming out of his driveway.  Bob
Smith indicated that the pavers would be back to
fix those areas.

The October minutes need were revised as fol-
lows:  Patrol Report – next to last bullet item needs
clarified that Steve Hilling will be making the rec-
ommendation.  Steve Grapp made a motion to
accept the October minutes as revised.  Seconded
by Mike Hexamer.  The Board approved the min-
utes.    

P a t rol Report :
( P resented by Steve Hilling)

- Steve Hilling introduced Doug Peterson.
Doug has 10 years experience as an EMT a n d
law enforcement off i c e r.   He is certified in
several aspects as well as acting as the new
field training off i c e r.

- Steve Hilling asked if there was any way to
get a new boat/wave runner for next year.
The current Patrol boat has no speed and was
not able to respond to a situation in a timely
m a n n e r.

- Salary increases for the Patrol were dis-
cussed.  Steve Hilling would like to recom-
mend increases not for himself but for other
patrol members.  Anything that could be done
to enhance the salary and benefit packages
for the full-time status patrol personnel
would be appreciated.

- Miles and gas usage were up due to road
work and traff i c .

- Mike Hexamer asked about leaving the patrol
vehicles running while parked at the guard
house.  Steve Hilling indicated it has been
addressed with all patrol personnel.

- Patrol personnel will attend CPR and A E D
classes for recertification on Saturday, 11/13.      

Maintenance Report :
( P resented by John Cimino)  

-  The Patrol car transmission is slipping and
will need to be repaired.

-  John Cimino will order some additional stop
s i g n s .

-  Culvert pipes – John is checking into dispos-
al.   John to check into options for disposal.

-  Vegetation along the stilling wall has been
cleaned up.

-  Rich LaRowe needs to know what road cul-
verts will need to be replaced on secondary
roads by December for budgetary purposes.  

- John Cimino is waiting on Ohio Edison to
send a change form order form to add a
canopy lights on Onieda and on the East side
of the Lodge.

- The International truck was serviced at a total
cost of $185.

O ffice Report: 
( P resented by Carla Dye)

- Problems with The Peace Pipe.  The paper is
sent out to be printed but it never goes to the
same place for printing.  The current printer

needs an additional 4 days to print on sched-
ule.  The Peace Pipe deadline needs to be
pushed back and will affect the submission
date for advertisers, clubs, etc.  Quotes were
obtained from O’Connor’s and Wi l s o n ’s .
Samples were passed around.  Current price
to print The Peace Pipe is $364/month.
Wi l s o n ’s quote was for $650 and O’Connor’s
was $900.  CLPOA will stay with Brown for
now due to budget issues.  

- Steve Grapp asked how the office insulation
has been during the cold days.  Carla indicat-
ed that they still get cold air in from the doors
and the office staff is still using space heaters.

Choctaw Utilities 
( P resented by Jimmy Moran)

- Jimmy gave an overview of 3 types of water
systems – one is ground (what we have)
which is a plant that has water wells built into
the ground; second is a surface water system
where water from creeks, rivers, streams and
reservoirs is collected and treated for drink-
ing; third is a combination of the two which
is what the City of Columbus uses.  Choctaw
Utilities has three wells in the plant – the
original two were drilled in 1964 and are
approximately 250 ft deep.  All wells are sim-
ilar in nature.  Well #3 was dug in 1992.
These wells have 8” steel casings with 10 hp
pumps that bring water out of the wells into
the plant. 

- Rich LaRowe expressed concern about the
number of outstanding accounts.  Jimmy
indicated that a billing just went out and
should take care of some of those balances.
Mike Hexamer asked what it would cost to
put meters on each property.  Jimmy said it
was about $225 per house and could be
passed along to the consumers.  Jimmy indi-
cated there are a lot of opportunities being
missed under the current method of billing.
Today there is no basis for capturing data for
amounts of water or sewer being used.  

- The leak on East Choctaw has been repaired.

Tre a s u re r’s Report :
( P resented by Rich LaRowe)  

- $50,000 is being held back from the paving
contractor until the Road Committee author-
izes final payment that the job is complete.
They are being paid based on square footage
of what has been done.  Payment for materi-
al has been authorized.   John Cimino said the
culvert work is done.   Rentals for the Lodge
and Arrowhead were almost even including
chimney and insulation work that was done.
With some minor enhancements those build-
ings can be profitable again.  Steve Grapp
asked for further explanation on budget items
such as Maintenance/Parks/Beach, patrol car,
bad debt, gas & oil, liability insurance, legal,
telephone, and sewer expenses.  John Cimino
will check into whether a sewer bill is being
paid for the Lodge/Arrowhead.   Bob Smith
said we need a complete report of any dam-
ages by Mid Ohio before the next Sewer
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meeting.  County Engineers are holding back
money until the job is done but a final list
with pictures is needed for the next meeting.
The Member in Good Standing policy change
did have an impact on assessments being paid
this year.

M a n a g e r’s Report :
( P resented by John Cimino)

- Upcoming Board of Trustee elections – we
have 5 possible new candidates.  Steve Grapp
and Ruth Sowers will need to run again to be
re-elected.  The Board is still seeking candi-
d a t e s .

- A Rumpke representative indicated there is a
list of people who are getting trash pickup but
have never signed up and are not being billed.
Rumpke is tagging people and notifying
those property owners that they need to sign
up.  Rumpke will not let the trash sit.  John
and Carla will work with Rumpke to verify
names and addresses of those not paying for
pickup.   

C o m m i t t e e s :
o B e a u t i f i c a t i o n – Nothing to report.
o Lake Drainage and Roads – Core samples

were taken at the dam on 11/8 looking for
voids between the concrete and gravel.  T h r e e
voids were found on the East side closest to
the apron.  Some soil was damp but we will
know more once the final report has been
received.  Bob Smith explained how the gate
and baffles work and explained areas of con-
cern.  

- The tornado warning siren is in and should be
installed this week.  The siren needs to be
installed on the pole before it is set in the
ground.  

- The electric pole at the storage area has not
been installed.  The poles are very large we
will need someone with a large bit to set the
pole.  

-  Steve Blake is collecting information on any
road issues.  Mike Hexamer brought up pric-
ing for striping.  Discussion followed regard-
ing timeline and a single vs. a double solid
yellow line down the middle.   Mike
Hexamer mentioned handicap logos and 16”
stop bars at stop signs.

o Publications and Public Relations – Brad
Couch reported that the audit article will be
on the website.  Web statistics were distrib-
uted.   Brad reported that we have switched
web servers because we were not able to
track statistics as needed.  September num-
bers were low but October numbers are
important – there were 2012 page views with
600+ visits.  One-third of these hits were new
visitors.  We now have a sellable commodity
- 2 advertisers have been secured and the web
site is now in the black.  There are about 12

advertising banner spots left.  Banner adver-
tisers will get statistics as well.  The front
page has one main banner and at the bottom
are 2 spots accommodating up to 10 ads but
at a 50% savings.  Visitors are on the web site
every hour of the day.  Putting the audit on-
line helps to generate traffic.  On-line bill
paying via Huntington Bank secure server for
utilities either by credit, debit, or by check
will be live in January.  There is a conven-
ience fee and users will be asked to confirm
the total charges before submitting.

o R e c re a t i o n – Nothing to report.
o House and Office – Nothing to report.
o Land/Facility Use – John Cimino reported

that nine confidential mowing bids were
received. The lowest bid was submitted by
Environmental Commercial Services.
Maintenance personnel would continue to
mow the maintenance barn area and the East
side dam area.  Mike Hexamer and John
Cimino will work out the contract details
with the vendor.

o S e w e r – Reminder to all property owners to
get their sewer issues reported as soon as pos-
sible.  The road to the storage area will be
done after the project trailer is moved and the
area is cleaned up.

o Long-range Planning – The next meeting
will be held on Monday, November 30th at
7:00 pm.  Three issues currently being con-
sidered are vegetation for the back side of the
dam, hydro-electric power, and fire protec-
tion.  The LRPC discussed the Ritchie
Brothers zoning issue.  Brad Couch will be
meeting with the county prosecutor to get
their input. A list of local area issues was pre-
sented to the Board of Zoning appeals.

Old Business:  
- Boat registration and sticker placement.

Ohio State Law says the sticker has to be
above the water line.  Choctaw sticker place-
ment should be up somewhere near the driv-
e r.  There will be a 5-year sticker and a year-
ly renewal sticker that will be placed next to
the 5-year sticker – similar to license plate
stickers.  $25 is the cost for replacement
stickers.  There will be a $100 fine for each
o ffense if assessments are current, $200 per
o ffense if owner has not paid assessments.
Rich LaRowe made a motion to accept the
new boat registration policy as presented
with the following two changes – that the
location be left up to the Lake Manager and
the cost to replace a lost sticker is $25.  See
Motion 04-039.

- Rental fees need to follow a consistent policy
and cleaning fees need to be reviewed.   T h e
Board will need to come up with a more con-
sistent set of fees for both Lodge and
Arrowhead.  This is an issue for the next

Board to address.
- 2004 Tecumseh Award.  Mike Hexamer made

a motion for the Tecumseh Award candidate.
See Motion 04-040.

- John Cimino will draft a letter to let owners
know that the storage spaces are available
n o w. This action is on hold until the
Sommerford Township meeting on 11/17. 

- Mike Hexamer is still looking for contractors
to do striping.

- Rick to get quotes for the two different meth-
ods of repair for the dam. 

- John will get a quote for building a vestibule.
- Rick will need to find someone to set the

siren pole or get a quote at additional cost.  
- John Cimino will get prices for caulking and

fixing other area of concern at the dam.  On
hold until core sample feedback is received.

- Rick Ballard will continue to research securi-
ty camera system costs. 

- Brad Couch asked about the tabled Executive
Board issue.  Brad Couch made a motion that
according to Don Gregory that we can rein-
state the privileges of the Executive Board
and its ability to hold business in a timely
manner when needed.  The Executive Board
members consists of the duly elected off i c e r s
of the Board of Trustees for the duration of
their elected year.  Seconded by Rich
LaRowe.  The Executive Board consists of
the President, V P, Secretary, and Tr e a s u r e r
who can make a decision for example regard-
ing personnel issues.  Steve Blake asked
about notice for calling an emergency session
– the rule is 48 hour notice.  Discussion fol-
lowed.  See Motion 04-041.

New Business:
- Recycling.  Brad Couch made a motion to

allow the Humane Society to place their fiber
recycling containers next to our current con-
tainers that they can then use the proceeds to
help fund their facility.  Discussion followed.
John Cimino suggested we try it on a trial
basis, the containers are labeled, and that it is
no burden in the Maintenance Department
area.  Two containers 6x6x6 – one on each
side of the Lake.  Motion passed.  See Motion
0 4 - 0 4 2 .

- Employee benefits were discussed.  Rich
LaRowe believes that benefits should be con-
sistent for all Lake employees, not be sepa-
rated for deputies vs. office staff, etc.
Discussion followed. Brad Couch suggested
that we seek advice from some of the local
patrol officers who live in this area as to how
to improve the package overall.  

Em McCracken made a motion to adjourn.
Steve Blake seconded the motion.  The meeting
was adjourned at 11:15 pm.

— Minutes re c o rded by Te rri Shore s .
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Happy Holidays to all !
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club
An all-volunteer organization working hard for our community

President.........................................................................Cindy Cole (845-0128)
e-Mail: ccole2@localnet.com

Vice President ............................................................. Kim Yousey (852-5072)

Treasurer ..................................................................................................Vacant

Secretary ...................................................................................................Vacant

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Dec. 2 Booster Meeting all welcome
(Election of Club Officers for 2005)

Dec. 5 Christmas Dinner Cindy Cole
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Party Susan Malone & Laura Hotchkiss
Jan. 6 Booster Meeting all welcome

Watch the calendar for more events to come!  Volunteer and chairperson opportunities are
available.  Please call Booster President Cindy Cole @ 845-0128 or attend our monthly
meetings for more information.  

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on T h u r s d a y, December 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in the

Lodge Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to attend. If anyone is interest-
ed in participating in the Booster Club, please contact Cindy Cole at 845-0128.

2004 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS

Make plans now to

CHOCTAW LAKE RESIDENTS AND GUESTS

DECEMBER 31, 2004
8PM TO 1AM

CHOCTAW LODGE

$10 a person
21 and over

Sponsored by The Choctaw Lake Booster Club

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

Choctaw Lake Lodge

All residents of Choctaw Lake are invited to
join us in celebrating the Holidays. 

As a big Thank You from the Booster Club, we will be
providing Honeybaked Ham and dinner rolls for our

guests.  Please plan to bring a side dish to share.
Dinnerware will be provided this year.

Crafts and surprises will be available for the
kids.  As well as a visit from Santa!

If you plan to attend and have not RSVP’d,
please contact Cindy Cole at 845-0128

by December 3rd.

Sponsored by the Choctaw Lake Booster Club

The Perfect Gift!
Entertainment 2005 Books

Enjoy great discounts at some great places!

Columbus Edition ........................................................$30.00
Dayton Edition .............................................................$25.00

Proceeds to benefit the Choctaw Lake Booster Club and your commu -
nity. Please contact Kim Yousey @ 852-5072 for purchase information.

Choctaw Lake  Logo Apparel
Sweatshirts • Tshirts • Hats

ON SALE NOW!
Please contact  Cindy Cole @ 845-0128

These are fantastic holiday gifts for family and friends!

The embroidery was provided by Well-Done, owned and operated by Chantel and Don Weldon.
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WINDOWS

Siding  •  Roofing  •  Screened Porches & Decks

740-852-3688

THE ULTIMATE WINDOW SYSTEM

opened on Hwy 38 next to the high school.  
Mental Health: The mental health issue failed by 9 votes.  It gives county

residents more services at a cost of 0.5 mills for five years.   
Choctaw East Choctaw West Somerford Total Vote

Official Count “For” 250 325 259 8,292
Official Count “Against” 270 328 298 8,283

Emergency 9-1-1: This 0.8 mill levy for five years easily won. 
Choctaw East Choctaw West

Official Count “For” 338 453
Official Count “Against” 160 178

Same-Sex Amendment: This won.  It’s “official,” you are only married if
the union is between a man and a woman. 

Choctaw East Choctaw West Somerford 
Official Count “For” 380 422 378
Official Count “Against” 150 245 195

Odds and Ends:  Funny, weíve never really heard of provisional ballots
before.  Provisional ballots are given to voters who are challenged at a precinct
as to their eligibility to vote at that precinct.  The last major election publicized
chads, the punched-out part of the ballot.  What will it be next time?  

Ohio received national criticism because of crazy things that happened in
the state.  An example: Bush’s count in Gahanna was several thousand higher
than the number of voters.  Bad, bad.  It was straightened out but how did it
happen in the first place.  And some places had so few voting machines that
people waited for hours.  Bad again.

Locally, two people voted twice and the validity of certain provisional bal-
lots was debated. Another election is likely.

Details of all issues and their cost to taxpayers were given in the November
issue of The Peace Pipe.

Election continued from  page 1

The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) is currently researching and
evaluating two ideas that could greatly impact CLPOA members. One idea is
old, the other is new.

The Old:
The first idea, which potentially holds the greatest impact, is the establish-

ment of a local Fire / EMS Services, has been around longer than a lot of
CLPOA members. But one thing has changed —- the purchase of the 20 acres
between the lake and the interstate by CLPOA. This could very well evolve
into a 3-5 year, methodical, well planned journey that could culminate in a dra-
matic improvement in our Fire / EMS Services protect. 

Beside the benefit of protection of life and personal property, the current
estimate is the average CLPOA homeowner would save between 20% - 25%
on their homeowners insurance. That translates into a potential CLPOA mem-
bership savings of somewhere in the ball park of $250,000 per year! And this
saving is in your pocket not the associations!

So if you are interested and are willing to help work on the many facets this
project will require, please join the LRPC at our next meeting, Tuesday,
November 30th at 7pm in the board conference room —- we need your help!

The New:
The second idea was born from our common electrical consumption;

specifically the fact our CLPOA common properties, including lodges and
association lights and our water utilities facility, collectively consume around
$50,000 worth of electricity. Additionally, the state of Ohio has 50% matching
grants for energy generation that satisfy certain renewable, distributed energy
requirements.

On the surface, it appears CLPOA could install some modest generation
facilities and earn our money back within 3 years —- without any government

grants. A 50% matching grant would of course cut our return on investment in
half. But like the first idea, this project has some complicated research and
evaluation that needed to continue to take place. 

The monetary benefit to CLPOA that could help reduce our annual expen-
ditures is obvious, but don’t forget that this is also “clean” or “green” energy
as well which reduces our dependency on fossil fuels.

The LRPC is in need of additional individuals with engineering, electrical
or construction backgrounds that can assist in the planning and possible imple-
mentation of this project.

So, if you are interested and are willing to help work on the many facets
this project will require, please join the LRPC at our next meeting, Tuesday,
November 30th at 7pm in the board conference room —- we need your help!

For more information, feel free to call Brad Couch at 852-7100

Future Installation of Fire / EMS Services and
Hydroelectric Volunteers Needed
by Brad Couch, Long Range Planning Committee Chairman

13 East Center Street - London, Ohio 43140
(740) 852-7997 (740) 852-7998 fax

CLASSIFIED  ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OH

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word

To place your classified ad, call 852-2593.
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Wishing All Of Our Choctaw
Friends and Neighbors

a Very
Happy Holiday Season

Filled with Peace, Joy, Love,
Family, and Friends!

From our Families to yours!
Janie Cox and Al Wilderman

“May the spirit of the Season fill all our hearts.”
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DRIVE THRU  AND CARRY O U T
394 St. Rt. 56 NW (Corner of Rt. 56 & I-70W)

740-852-9009

COLDEST BEER • LOWEST PRICE
————————
CHILLED WINES

10% DISCOUNT BY THE CASE

MORTON
SALT SALE
Buy 10 Bags,
Get 11 Bags

PEPSI
2 LITRES

for 

Pepsi & Sierra Mist

DOG FOOD
IAMS & EUKENUBA

40 LBS. 

SPORTMIX

50 LBS. 162 LBS. 

by Brad Couch

Almost 1.2 million square feet of asphalt has
been laid this fall. That equates to around 8 miles of
“new roads.” The heaviest traveled roads or those
in the worst condition (typically they were one and
the same) were the roadways that received the new
asphalt in the first phase of the roads project. The
reason on which the worst roads were focused was
because of the increased deterioration of an addi-
tional winter’s worth of freezing and thawing along
with salt application and snow removal activities.
As road conditions deteriorate, winter-associated
damaged increases exponentially. So the timeliness
of the repaving was potentially critical.

There has been some concern expressed
because the finished look of our road does not look
like a new road that one might encounter on a
Sunday drive. It is important to understand that our
contractor, Gorman Paving, was around $250,000
less than the next bidder. And he did not require an
engineering survey which would have cost an addi-
tional $100,000. A big name contractor such as
Kokosing would have required that expensive engi-
neering survey. Granted the aesthetic value of the
roads, to some, leaves a lot to be desired, but the
price tag of that type of finished look would have
cost us more than 1/3 of a million dollars more.

It is also important to note that your CLPOA
board has made every effort to maximize your dol-
lar without spending frivolously. As the project

progressed, independent verification of the quanti-
ty and quality of work was ongoing as well. Your
CLPOA roads committee has been VERY busy
with this project.

The paving contractor exceeded the required
contract depth of asphalt on the majority of “check
points” as well as performed extra services to
CLPOA at minimal or no expense.

Part of the contract savings was used to replace
badly deteriorated and/or undersized road culverts
as well as the paving of the gravel parking lot by
the beach and Arrowhead lodge. So CLPOA has
gotten more done with this project and is still under
budget!

For what it is worth, an experienced opinion
was solicited from an independent engineer. His
opinion was that, while it might not be the prettiest
job, it certainly was a lot for our money and should
serve us well. And the increase in depth of asphalt
will really help increase the longevity of our road.

We have gotten the bids in for yellow striping
of our roads. But, of course, the weather will have
to warm up before striping can be done.

The timing and extent of the next phase of
paving is somewhat in limbo dependent on both
weather and budgetary constraints. But, of course,
they will be completed within the three-year time
frame approved by the CLPOA membership.

Only time will tell how good of a job we real-
ly received, but then again, that is the nature of
projects of this magnitude.

New Roads Just in Time for Winter
Notice to all

CLPOA members
The independent accounting firm of

Taylor, Applegate and Hughes has issued it
findings regarding the 2002 and 2003 fiscal
years audit of CLPOA accounting and
accounting practices.

It is noteworthy that all monies are pres-
ent and accounted. No discrepancies were
found whatsoever for dollar amounts even in
sub accounts. They did however find a cou-
ple of areas for improvements in our
accounting practices. Their findings have
already resulted in improvements that should
make our audit for 2004 even better.

If you would like to review the audit
findings, you may do so at the lake office
during normal business hours. Additionally,
each board member received a copy of which
was reviewed in detail at the regularly sched-
uled October CLPOA Board of Tr u s t e e s
meeting.

DOG TAGS AVAILABLE
DECEMBER 1ST THRU

JANUARY 31ST AT
CHOCTAW LAKE

OFFICE. CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@rrohio.com
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Online advertising beginning
December 1st, 2004
At www.lakechoctaw.com – Your Help Is Needed! 
by Brad Couch

We are pleased to announce that the first two sponsors will start online
advertising. Both companies see this as just one more way to give a little bit
back to the community to which they serve as well as to help promote their
businesses. 

Banner advertisements on www.lakechoctaw.com are not “pop ups” or
flashing banners and have been designed to be tasteful and unobtrusive to allow
minimal “visual litter” effect on those surfing our website.

There are still multiple preset advertising spots available. Prices range from
just $15 to $75 per month. The prices vary based on how much relative traffic
or page views the sponsored page receives. Advertisers will also be able to get
reports that show how many “click through hits” their banner is generating.

This is a great way for you or your business to target the highly desirable
customer base comprised by association members. And with all different lev-
els of advertising, and the ability to target specific areas of our web site (like
the ski club for example) businesses can better match to whom they are adver-
tising. For example, the ski club homepage would be a great place for a mari-
na to advertise their ski equipment/boat services.

Do Your Part
If you have any questions regarding association policies, procedures, news,

events, contact information, county links etc. please go to your website
www.lakechoctaw.com to find the answers. The more you visit, the more we
can sell advertising which means more outside dollars flowing into the associ-
ation budget which reduces the amount of money needed from each CLPOA
member to balance our budget! So remember, don’t call the office for answers,
look it up on your association website!

Just a few examples of information you can find besides Choctaw specific
information at www.lakechoctaw.com:

• Online bill payment (see accompanying article)
• Sewer District information including contact numbers
• County tax and home sales (do you want to know how much people

before you paid for your home?) 
• Mortgage Calculator / Salary Calculator / Amortization Calculator 
• Realtor information
• Consumer Homeowner Protection information
• Environmental groundwater links
• County offices and services
• Public Library
• Humane Society
• School Information

If you have a favorite company or service provider you think would be
interested in doing more business in our community, be sure to tell them about
this opportunity!

Your word of mouth advertising for your association can be invaluable.

Club Presidents Do Your Part
Club presidents can help ensure the lake website generates as much money

as possible, which in turn helps control our assessment costs. Each club has
been given a homepage complete with calendar of events, news and a pass-
word. Also, our website has a photo section that each club can create an online
club photo album. Why is this important?

Not only can your club homepages help keep the clubs strong, but for every
club that continually posts fresh information and pictures, association members
keep coming back to see what is new… and that is for what advertisers will pay
—- web traffic!

For more information please contact:
The lake office at 852-2593 or
The Public Relations Chair in charge of web development, Brad Couch at

852-7100

"The stockings were hung by the chimney with care
In hopes that Saint Nicholas soon would be there"

There was a kindly nobleman whose wife had died
of an illness leaving the nobleman and his three

daughters in despair. After losing all his money
in useless and bad inventions the family had
to move into a peasant's cottage, where the
daughters did their own cooking, sewing and
cleaning. 

When it came time for the daughters to
m a r r y, the father became even more
depressed as his daughters could not marry
without dowries, money and property given to
the new husband's family. 

One night after the daughters had washed
out their clothing they hung their stockings over
the fireplace to dry. That night Saint Nicholas,
knowing the despair of the father, stopped by the
nobleman's house. Looking in the window

Saint Nicholas saw that the family had gone to
bed. He also noticed the daughters stockings.
Inspiration struck Saint Nicholas and he took
three small bags of gold from his pouch and
threw them one by one down the chimney and
they landed in the stockings.

The next morning when the daughters
awoke they found their stockings contained

enough gold for them to get married. The nobleman was able to see his
three daughters marry and he lived a long and happy life.

Children all over the world continue the tradition of hanging
Christmas stockings. In some countries children have similar customs,
in France the children place their shoes by the fireplace, a tradition dat-
ing back to when children wore wooden peasant shoes.

In Holland the children fill their shoes with hay and a carrot for the
horse of Sintirklass. In Hungary children shine their shoes before put-
ting them near the door or a window sill. 

Italian children leave their shoes out the night before Epiphany,
January 5, for La Befana the good witch. And in Puerto Rico
children put greens and flowers in small boxes and place them under
their beds for the camels of the Three Kings. 

CHOCTAW LAKE BOWLING LEAGUE

Sign up now (couples or team).
Spaces are limited!

Tentative start date Jan 15th 2005.

If you are interested in joining or for more information, 
contact Rick or Laura Hotchkiss at 852-0682

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OH

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word
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MOORE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Wayne Moore

740 852-3809 (home) • 740 506-0115 (cell phone)

Over thirty years experience in residential construction and home improvements
including:

• Custom design & building of room additions, porches, decks,
docks, patio covers, wood fences, finished basements, and garages.

• Painting (interior and exterior)

• Installation of custom interior trim, storm doors, entry doors, interior
doors, windows, wall paneling, wood floors, custom shelves, wood
and vinyl siding.

Call now to place your Order for springtime construction of
GARAGES and ROOM ADDITIONS!

Sewer/Grinder Installation
Almost Done

After approximately 75,636 linear feet and 691 grinder pumps later, the
sewer project is almost complete. And for 2004 the project is done.

Work will resume in the spring to finish landscape reclamation and resolve
any other reported problems.

It is extremely important that if you have ANY unfinished work, reclama-
tion or otherwise, that you contact the County Engineer’s office and request an
“unfinished work report form,” although you should have already received one
in the mail from the County Engineer’s office. Unreported unfinished work will
NOT be finished.

If your unfinished work is not on their list of repairs/work sheet, it will not
get fixed before the project is completed. Which may mean you could be stuck
with the cost and logistics of fixing the problem yourself (depending on the
nature of the problem).

What to do if you have a maintenance problem or sewer emergency?
During business hours, for grinder/sewer problems call 845-1284 (which is

the sewage treatment plant) or the Madison County Engineer’s office at 852-
9404. After business hours, call the Madison County Sheriff’s non-emergency
phone number at 852-1212. They have pager numbers for after hours “problem
solvers.”

Please do not call the lake office as they have no way of affecting your
problem or your solution. Calls of this nature (and there are more than one
would think) to the lake office simply costs CLPOA members extra money in
employee lost time wages — so do your part and make sure you contact the
correct responsible parties.

For more information, contact the County Engineer’s office at 852-9404.

Landscaping
Around Your
Grinder Pump
by John Cimino

If you are going to landscape
around your grinder pump, the grade around the pump should be a minimum
of 2” below the top of the lid and sloped away from the unit.

Additionally, please be sure the air vent opening is not obstructed. Please
keep in mind if your grinder pump needs to be serviced, there will be at least 2
technicians on-site to work on the unit.

AIR VENT

Procedure for Viewing CLPOA Records
1. Written request with:

Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to approve or
deny request within three (3) working days.

3. If denied, it will be brought up at the next
Board Meeting.
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Manager’s Report
by John Cimino

With the winter season upon us the Ice Rescue boat is set up on a trailer
located at the Maintenance Building.  I hope that we never have to use it, but
if we do it is equipped with life jackets, backboard, a throwing disk, an ice pick,
100 feet of rope and a ladder. This trailer will accommodate a 2-inch hitch ball.
If there is a situation where the rescue boat is needed, please call 911 or the
Sheriff Office at 852-1212.  Inform them of the situation and they will dispatch
our Lake Patrol and the Emergency Units to the scene. If you feel that there is
not enough time you may retrieve the Ice Rescue boat yourself. But you still
must call 911 or Sheriff’s Office. The Ice Rescue boat that we now have is a
vee bottom boat we would prefer to have a FLAT BOTTOM boat. If anyone
has or knows of one that we could acquire please let myself or Steve Hilling
know about it.  Thank you.

This has been a year of one project after another, the sewer project,  roads
and culvert work, tornado siren and the new storage area. The Choctaw Lake
sewer project is just about behind us now except for some minor restoration. If
you are still having any problems you should make it a point to attend the
monthly sewer board meeting to voice your concerns. Last month the Madison
County Engineers mailed out a complaint form to every property owner to fill
out if they did have any problems. 

The road paving is also just about completed and the Board of Trustees is
now looking into doing the road striping. I think the paved area in front of the
Arrowhead and the beach area is a great improvement. B & C Communication
installed the Tornado siren on Friday November 12, 2004,between the Lodge
and Arrowhead. Once it is programmed we will put it on line, this should be
done no later than the middle of December. Also you should be aware that the
Tornado siren will be tested every Saturday at noon. (See photo at right.)

We will be implementing a new watercraft registration policy next year
(See Motion 04-039 of the Choctaw Lake Board Of Trustees Meeting
November 9,2004).

Here are the guidelines:
Proposed New boat registration policy
Issue a 5-year numbered sticker to all watercraft 
All Watercraft will have to be inspected for proof of ownership before a

permanent numbered sticker is issued. (Once every 5 years)   
Property Owners are to have on file in the CLPOA Office a copy of the

Watercraft Title  (Make, model, serial #, length and year of watercraft). (Bill of
sale on non-powered watercraft.)

When A Property Owner pays their annual assessments they will have to
stop in the CLPOA office and sign for their current year watercraft sticker.  If
a Property Owner signs for a sticker and it is lost the Property Owner will have
to purchase a new set for that year. This will be at a cost of $25.

It is the responsibility of the Property Owner to place this sticker on the
watercraft next to their permanent numbered sticker.  If a Property Owner has
been issued a current year sticker and they are stopped on the water for failure
to display the sticker a $100 fine will be issued for every occurrence.

photo by John Cimino

The new tornado siren located between the Lodge and Arrowhead.

Property Owners who have not paid their assessments and are stopped will
be issued a $200 fine for each occurrence. No variances to this fine structure. 

If a property Owner sells his watercraft to another CLPOAProperty Owner
that number can be transferred. 

If a Property Owner sells his watercraft outside of the Association that per-
manent numbered sticker becomes null and void. 

It is the responsibility of the current Property Owner to inform the CLPOA
office of these transactions.

Have a Safe and Merry Holiday season

Lake at a temporary 5-year low!
Noticed the low water level in mid November?
This was done to allow BBCM to evaluate a horizontal crack in the dam

concrete that is approximately 3 feet below the water line.  By the time you
read this article the water level should have begun to rise back to its normal
winter low water level.

The good news from the engineers at BBCM is that the crack is minor and
an early lowering of the water next fall will be more than sufficient to allow
them to timely repair the cracks. That means if  you need to plan major dock or
shoreline repair, then this will be a great time to do it and you can schedule your
contractors/supplies/budget almost a year in advance.

They have also finished taking 15 core samples to evaluate a suspected
problem of voids in our dam located just under the concrete. The good news is
that the dam is in pretty good shape. The bad news is there does exist one void
that will require pressure injected concrete to be properly fixed along with
some other somewhat minor concrete and joint replacement.

We haven’t gotten the estimated cost to fix, but all the minor repairs along
with the below water cracks and void filling are currently estimated to possibly

surpass $50,000. But it is certainly premature to panic at the price tag  just yet
because we don’t know how much less or more the cost will be as well as the
priority the engineers will place on the repairs; meaning, will all the repairs
need to be done at once or can they be staggered.

If the costs are small enough, then the normal budget dam maintenance will
be able to absorb these costs. If the costs are a lot more and need to be done all
at once, then we all will have one more thing to discuss at the next property
owners meeting.

Complete engineering reports are available for review at the lake office.

For those interested in our lake water quality...
For a history of our lake water clarity from 1994 to 2001, go to

http://dipin.kent.edu/lake2.asp?ID=OH=48 or other information can be found
at http://www.olms.org/clam.htm. Thanks to Lake resident John Rheinhard for
his years of voluntary water sampling and involvement with Citizen Lake
Awareness and Monitoring and Ohio Lake management Society that makes this
information available.

Stay tuned to our CLPOA website for additional links and information
regarding Choctaw Lake water quality.

Dam Evaluation Drains Extra Water
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by Brad Couch

Currently CLPOA members have two recy-
cling containers that can be used to deposit most
household recyclable materials. One is located by
the maintenance building at the corner of
Chickasaw and Oneida dr.. The other is located on
the east side in the common area closest to the
dam. Starting almost two years ago, we no longed
needed to separate our recyclables but mealy
dumped in the commingled recyclables.  

These containers are provided at no cost to the
association as part of our commonly negotiated
Rumpke Contract. These containers do generate a
net cost for Rumke that is not offset by the value
of the recyclables, but they provide this service
partially because it was requested by the board
and partially because they need the recyclables to
help feed there relatively new, huge recycling cen-
ter located in Columbus, just north east of OSU.

What is New?
Starting in time to catch the flood of

Christmas gift wrapping paper, look for two new
containers that will be located next to the already
existing containers and are only for FIBER not
including cardboard, but paper products
in general. Please do not place any
other recyclable material in these
c o n t a i n e r s .

The real story is that the
Madison County Humane
Society is the coordinating
o rganization that will
administer the program at
no cost to CLPOA m e m-
bers. And they will earn a
porting of the recyclable
value as a sliding scale of so
many cents per pound.

The more they collect, the
more revenue they generate for
themselves. We can help them earn up
to $15 per ton just by using this FREE recy-
cling service! Last year CLPOA recycled approx-
imately 55 tons of fiber products! And all this just
because we want to keep our paper trash out of the
l a n d f i l l s !

This project is in conjunction with A b i t i b i
Consolidated, Recycling Division (found online at
w w w. a b i t i b i c o n s o l i d a t e d . c o m), which runs this
program focused on helping non-profit org a n i z a-
tions. Program specific information can be found
at w w w. p a p e r r e t r i e v e r. c o m. 

Our Humane society also has located these
containers at various stores around London such
as Wal-Mart and Kroger.

Please place the following, trash free materi-
als in these new recycling containers.

Acceptable fiber recyclables:
• Magazines 
• Shopping catalogs (phone books)
• Newspaper 
• Office & School Papers 
• Mail 
The container will be marked similar to the

one shown below:
(there will be a paper retriever logo in the

upper right hand corner which is the same Paper
Retriever logo shown above)

So start saving your paper products and keep
a sharp eye open for these new container and recy-
cle, recycle, recycle.

P a p e r Recycling Facts:
• One ton of recycled paper saves 3.3 cubic

yards of landfill space, 4100 kw hours of
electricity (enough to heat a home for 6
months or run a television for 31 hours) 

• De-inked paper fiber is the most eff i c i e n t
source of fiber for the manufacturing of new
paper products; one ton of de-inked pulp
saves over 7000 gallons of water, 390 gal-
lons of oil, and reduces air emissions by 60
lbs compared to traditional virgin fiber
processes 

• Enough paper is collected for recycling each
year to make a box-car train 7,600 miles long 

• 47.3 million tons of paper were recovered I
the U.S. in 1999 - an average of 347 pounds
per person

• Everyday Americans buy 62 million newspa-
pers and throw out 44 million

• One ton of recycled paper uses: 64% less
e n e rg y, 50% less water, 74% less air pol-

lution and creates 5 times more jobs
than one ton of paper products

from virgin wood pulp 
• Abitibi Recycling and its
Paper Retriever partners col-
lect enough newspapers
each year to completely
cover 12,336 football
fields in paper one inch
d e e p

A little bit more about
o u r Humane Society:

Pet Population Contro l
Last year our Humane Society

took in more than 1,000 stray animals
and since 1990 has prevented the birth of

over 1 million puppies and kittens. The owner
pays a portion of the cost of the operation and the
HSMC pays a portion. The program is made pos-
sible by local veterinarians who significantly dis-
count their spay/nueter services.

But the Society does a whole lot more than
population control of unwanted pets.
Luv-A-Pet Adoption Centers

Petsmart (Rome-Hilliard Road, Columbus)
works with Madison County Humane Society in
the adoption of cats and kittens which stay at the
store until they are adopted, We also have a dog
and puppy adoptions twice a month. This program
has increased the adoption rate tremendously.
More Madison County animals are adopted in
Franklin county than are adopted in our county! ñ
Thank you Petsmart!
Prison Puppies

Madison Correctional Institute, London
Correctional Institute and Pickaway Correctional
Institute have combined forces with us to assist
society dogs and the prison inmates. Dogs are sent
to ëprisoní to be obedience trained and house bro-
ken. The handler (inmate) has full responsibility

for the animal for a period of one to three months,
after which the dog is placed for adoption. T h i s
program not only helps the society but also bene-
fits the inmates by building their self confidence
and making them responsible for another living
b e i n g .

But the above programs take large amounts of
money and volunteer resources!

Want to do more than recycle paper t o
help our Human Society?

The Madison County Humane Society needs
volunteers and donations. 
Fund Raising

The HSMC depends on monies to operate by
donations, fund raising events and volunteers to
assist with these events. In February we partici-
pate in the Petexpo at the Columbus Expo Center.
In April and October we have a bake sale. March
and November is the Lake Choctaw Craft Bazaar.
In September is our annual Woof Wa l k .
A Little More History - Merg e r

On March 7th, 1998, the County
Commisioners and the HSMC signed a contract
for HSMC to operate the local dog pound, this
was an important step in the commitment, dedica-
tion, growth and development of the HSMC. T h e
county dog pound has been renamed ìMadison
County Animal Shelterî. They have three paid
employees that now handle all the daily duties at
the shelter which include cleaning, feeding, walk-
ing the dogs and handling all dog related tele-
phone calls and dispatching the dog warden.
These calls used to be taken by the County
Commisioners Office. This has given the dog
warden more time to concentrate on field duties,
which include picking up dogs running at larg e ,
investigating neglect or abuse reports, checking
on dog licenses and educating the public on dog
i s s u e s .

And of course they still have standard adop-
tions which are handled at the shelter during reg-
ular business hours.

To find out more about our Madison County
Humane Society or how else you can help, go to
w w w. m a d i s o n h u m a n e . o rg or call them at 740-
852-PETS (7387).

New Recycling Containers Being Added — Benefits Humane Society!
With assorted paper recycling and Humane Society facts
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AFFORDABLE
FRIENDLY
RELIABLE

The Last Christmas Tree
I saw a truck of Christmas trees

And each one had a tale,
The driver stood them in a row

And put them up for sale.

He strung some twinkly lights
And hung a sign up with a nail;
"FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES"

It said in red
"FRESH CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE."

He poured himself hot cocoa
In a steaming thermos cup,

And snowflakes started falling
As a family car pulled up.

A mom, a dad, and one small boy
Who looked no more than three

Jumped out and started searching
For the perfect Christmas tree. 

The boy marched up and down the rows,
His nose high in the air;

"It smells like Christmas, mom!
"It smells like Christmas everywhere!"

"Let's get the biggest tree we can!
"Atree that's ten miles high!

"Atree to go right through our roof!
"A tree to touch the sky!"

"A tree SO big
"That Santa Claus

"Will stop and stare and say,
"'Now, THAT'S the finest Christmas tree

"'I've seen this Christmas Day!'" 

It seemed they looked at every tree
At least three million times;

Dad shook them, pinched them, turned them 'round
To find the perfect pine.

"I've found it, mom!
"The Christmas tree I like the best of all!

"It's got a little bare spot,
"But we'll turn that to the wall!"

"We'll put great-grandma's angel
"On top the highest bough!

"Oh, can we buy it?
"Please, mom, PLEASE?!

"Oh, can we buy it NOW?"

"How 'bout some nice hot cocoa?"
Asked the man who owned the lot.

He twisted off the thermos top,
"Now, THIS will hit the spot!"

He poured the steaming chocolate
In three tiny paper cups.

They toasted,
"Here's to Christmas!"

And they drank the cocoa up.

"Is this your choice?"
The tree man asked,

"This pine's the best one here!"
The boy seemed sad---

"My daddy says
"The price is just too dear."

"Then, Merry Christmas!"
Said the man, who wrapped the tree in twine,

"It's yours for just one promise
"You must keep at Christmas time!"

"On Christmas Eve at bedtime
"As you fold your hands to pray,

"Promise in your heart
"To keep the joy of Christmas Day!"

"Now hurry home!
This freezy wind

"Is turning your cheeks pink!
"And ask your dad

"To trim that trunk and give that tree a drink!" 

And so it went on
All that blustery eve
As the tree man gave

Tree upon tree upon tree

To every last person
Who came to the lot---

Who toasted with cocoa
In small paper cups,

Who promised the promise
Of joy in their hearts---
And singing out carols,
Drove off in the dark.

And when it was over
One tree stood alone;

But no one was left there
To give it a home.

The tree man put on his
Red parka and hood

And dragged the last Christmas tree
Out to the woods.

He left the pine right by a stream
In the cold,

So the wood's homeless creatures
Could make it their home.

He smiled as he brushed off
Some snow from his beard,

When out of the thicket
A reindeer appeared. 

He scratched that huge reindeer
On top his huge head---

"It looks like we've
"Started up Christmas again!"

"There are miles more to travel,
"And much more to do!

"Let's go home, my friend,
"And get started anew!"

He looked to the sky
And heard jingle bells sound---

And then,
In a twinkling,

That tree man was gone!



Senior Pastor Brian Green

Assoc. Pastor Sue McClelland

Worship Services:
Contemporary Worship 8:30am

Sunday School 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10am

52 N. Main Street
Ph.740-852-0462

www.gbgm-umc.org/London-First/
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Snow Skiers Looking For A Good Deal?!

Tell your friends, all welcome, join the club!

————————————————————————————

SUPPORT LAKE CHOCTAW WATERSKI
CLUB BY JOINING NOW AND SKI WITH

US THIS WINTER

For more information or to purchase passes go to:
www.lakechoctaw.com, Ski Club Announcements or contact Bill Laney

@ 740-852-2550 or choctawskiclub@columbus.rr.com

London, Ohio
est. 1979

PASSES NEED TO BE PURCHASED BY DECEMBER 15, 2004.

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

Departure Date: _________________________________________________

Return Date: ____________________________________________________

Forwarding Address: _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Winter Phone Number: ___________________________________________

Emergency Contact: ______________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number: _________________________________

London Rotary Club Hosts Santa...

MENU:
Pancakes, Sausage and Donuts

with Juice, Milk and Coffee

Saturday, December 11
8 a.m. to Noon

at the
Madison County Senior Center

280 West High Street, London, OH 43140

Adults Youth (1-12 yrs.)

$7 $4
Crafts, Music, Santa, Elves and lots of Holiday Fun!
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DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr $14,941.46 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 2040 Huron Dr 5,232.88 (Lien)/Atty

Reynolds, Jerry & Terry 890 2303 Pawnee Dr 3,075.32 (Lien)/Atty

Walker, Carlotta & G Prunty 975 & 976 2585 W Choctaw Dr 2,131.11 (Lien)/Atty

Anderberg, Kris & Sherie 259 & 260 1629 Suqulak Trl 2,076.52  (Lien)/Atty

Munch, William 451 1090 Chickasaw Dr 1,955.60 (Lien)/Atty

Colvin, Mark & Rhonda 486 1152 W Choctaw Dr 1,736.21 (Lien)/Atty

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr 1,438.38 (Lien)/Atty

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 3007 Potawamie Dr 1,272.23 (Lien)/Atty

Doyle, Cary & Joyce 657 2020 Cherokee Dr 1,122.71 (Lien)/Atty

Dunkin, Dustin & Rita 1062 & 1063.4 2656 W Choctaw Dr 969.02 (Lien)

Stroble, John & Cheryl 995 2576 Karok Dr 961.65 (Lien)

Bush, Eric & Tammy 72 1239 E Choctaw Dr 913.05 (Lien)

Baumann, Mark & Angela 569 1845 Shoshone Dr 913.02 (Lien)

Anderson, Derrick 848 2405 Cherokee Dr 873.05 (Lien)

Dillard, Scott & Christy 684 2055 Yuma Dr 873.05 (Lien)

Kelly, Mark & Chandra 142 1465 E Choctaw Dr 873.05 (Lien)________

TOTAL $41,358.31

Care and Use of Your Grinder Pump
The Environmental One grinder pump is capable of accepting and pump-

ing a wide range of materials. Regulatory agencies advise that the following
items should not be introduced into any sewer, either directly or through a
kitchen waste disposal unit:

Glass Diapers, socks, rags or cloth
Metal Plastic objects (toys, utensils, etc.)
Seafood shells Sanitary napkins or tampons
Goldfish stone Kitty litter

In addition, you must never introduce into any sewer:
Explosives Strong chemicals
Flammable material Gasoline
Lubricating oil and/or grease

Periods of Disuse
If your home or building is left unoccupied for longer than a couple of

weeks, perform the following procedure:
Purge the System. Run clean water into the unit until the pump activates.

Immediately turn off the water and allow the grinder pump to run until it shuts
off automatically.

Caution: Do not disconnect power to the unit.

Power Failure
Your grinder pump cannot dispose of wastewater without electrical power.

If electrical power service is interrupted, keep water usage to a minimum.

Pump Failure Alarm
Your Environment One grinder pump has been manufactured to produce an

alarm signal (120 volt) in the event of a high water level in the basin. The
installer must see that the alarm signal provided is connected to an audible
and/or visual alarm in such a manner as to provide adequate warning to the user
that service is required. During the interim prior to the arrival of an authorized
service technician, water usage must be limited to the reserve capacity of the
tank.

NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

A M E R I C A’S BEST ENERGY VA L U E

Give Yourself The Gift Of Savings
On Energy Costs This Year...
By Converting Your Home
To Natural Gas!

Now’s The Right Time To Convert
Your Home To Natural Gas!

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association
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You Can Put a Free Ad on the
Young People’s Page

The Peace Pipe will print advertisements for services pro-
vided by grade and high schoolers at no cost. Baby-sitting and

cutting grass could bring you some money, but will only bring
you $$$’s if someone knows you do it.

It pays to advertise. Just give your phone number,
age, service you provide, and anything else you want
people to know, to the Choctaw Office; we’ll do the
rest. Remember, it doesn’t cost a thing but your time. 

You Can Put a Free Ad on the Young People’s Page
The Peace Pipe will print advertisements for services provided by grade

and high schoolers at no cost. Baby-sitting and cutting grass could bring you
some money, but will only bring you $$$’s if someone knows you do it.

It pays to advertise. Just give your phone number, age, service you provide,
and anything else you want people to know, to the Choctaw Office; we’ll do
the rest. Remember, it doesn’t cost a thing but your time. 

Madison Clark Christian
Academy Students
Write Ballads

British Literature Class

Ms. Kathy Hostetler’s British Literature class at Madison Clark Christian
Academy recently did a study of ballads. During this study, students were
asked to demonstrate their knowledge of this form of poetry by writing one of
their own. These examples, from their creations, demonstrate the call and
answer ballad made popular in the Middle Ages as a form of oral history and
storytelling.

Johnny Dear
by Ashley Baker

What have you done, Johnny Dear, Johnny Dear?
What have you done, honest Johnny?
I have been a planting in the field, my good mother.
Will you make me some food for I am hungry?

Where have you been, Johnny Dear, Johnny Dear?
Where have you been honest Johnny?
I have been to the city to the guild, my good mother.
Will you make me some food for I am hungry?

Where have you been, Johnny Dear, Johnny Dear?
Where have you been, honest Johnny?
I have been to the market for some food,  my good mother.
Will you make me some food for I am hungry?

Where have you gone, Johnny Dear, Johnny Dear?
Where have you gone, honest Johnny?
I have gone to the war in my land, my good mother.
Will you make me some food for I am hungry?

Where thou hast come, Johnny Dear, Johnny Dear?
Where thou hast come, honest Johnny?
I have gone ’round the world an’back ’gain, my good mother.
Will you fix me my dinner, for I am hungry?

Dumb Dog
by Jessika Gary

“O where are you, dog I ran over?
Why isn’t your carcass on the road?”
“I wandered back home after you hit me
but only three legs I now own.”

“Did you know you messed up my car, dumb dog?
Pushed my temperature gauge into my radiator/”
“You caused me some emotional damage
that I will suffer from later.”

“Are you aware that I know you saw me, dog?
And you turned your head as you were running?”
“Yes, that is true, but I wanted to die
so I ran out in front of your car that was coming.”

“Did you know you terribly upset my brother, dog,
who actually felt bad for you?”
“Well, I’m sorry, but I was bored out of my mind,
and it seemed like a fun thing to do.”

“Are you aware that you’re quite a dumb dog
that four lives could now be at end?”
“Well, they aren’t, so hush up, but I guarantee
I will try my hardest to get you again.”

Frosty to Color

1 = Red
2 = Yellow
3 = Blue
4 = Green

5 = Black
6 = Orange
7 = Purple
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PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
— 54 Years of Service —

252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155

®

HEATING
• Heat Pumps
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Furnaces

PLUMBING
• Softeners
• Pumps
• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps

First Presbyterian Church
211 Garfield Avenue, London, OH 43140

740 852-1215 firstpresbyterian @london.com
Fax 740 852-1253 Pastor Gordon E. Johnson

Special Christmas Eve Service 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship Hours:

8:30 a.m. Informal Worship Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School

10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

Santa is coming. The Humane Society of Madison County is taking pic-
tures of Santa and your family members (all two and four legged). You will
need to come and visit at the Petsmart Store, West Pointe Plaza in Columbus
off Hilliard-Rome Rd.

The pictures taking will be on Sat. Dec. 4th, 11th, & 18th from 11:00-5:00.
Last year, the pictures were $10 and that included two pictures, a frame, and
ornament.

Also we will be doing adoptions on the same day that Santa will be at
Petsmart. We are hoping to find several animals homes for the holidays.

Just so you know, we could also use some volunteers to help with the adop-
tion events. We also need Santas and some elves to help with the picture tak-
ing. So if any of you can help out, please contact Betty Peyton at the HSMC.

HOLIDAY WISH LIST
We have a wish list for the holiday. We could really use the following items.

• Paper towels (we use at least 2 rolls a day, this can become costly)
• Gallons of Bleach (we use this as our main cleaner)
• Collars & Leashes
• Dog and Cat Toys
• Dog Milkbones & Treats
• Gas cards to use in the van for when we do vet runs or adoption events.

We also would like some items for the prison program.
• Dog Training Videos & Books
• Collars & leashes
• Head halters for dogs any size
• Dog treats

We could also use the following items. The
inmates at the prison make us some wonderful
quilts and other items to sell at our auctions and
craft bazaars.

• Material (any type and any amount)
• Thread
• Quilt batting
• New blankets
• Pillow stuffing
• Popsicle sticks (you can get like 1000 to a box at

Walmart)
• Elmer’s all purpose glue

Thanks for your support and
Happy Holidays.
Betty Peyton, Director

Madison County Humane Society Taking Pet Pictures

Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

341/342 Randy & Tammy Taylor 2020 E.Choctaw Dr William & Mary Locke

453 Aaron & Heather Crum 1040 Chickasaw Dr Bruce & Patricia Brock

840 Rhonda Ford 2400 Cherokee Dr Teri Douglass

966 Dane Mazzitti 2563 W. Choctaw Dr Steve & Beverly Stewart

972 Timothy &Linda Kohr 2579 W. Choctaw Dr Greg Wilkins

1003 Robert & Theodora Downard 2595 Karok Dr Thomas & Cecelia Wille
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Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for all Permanent Structures includ-

ing the following projects: House, House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses,
Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios, Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes
over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing to secure the necessary permit will be
assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the original permit. Section E-4 of the
Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the following
schedule:

(a) House Additions under 300 sq. ft. .........$1,000 deposit .......$150
(b) House Additions 301-600 sq. ft.............$1,000 deposit .......$300
(c) House Additions  601-1200 sq. ft..........$1,000 deposit .......$500
(d) Houses & Additions over 1201 sq. ft. ...$1,000 deposit .......$750
(e) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300
(f) Sheds (up to 168 sq. ft.) .........................................................$50
(g) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300
(h) Driveways ..............................................................................$50
(i) Fences.....................................................................................$50
(j) Decks......................................................................................$50
(k) Patios ......................................................................................$50
(l) Docks......................................................................................$50

(m) Seawalls..................................................................................$50
(n) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50
(o) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50
(p) Patio Roof.................................................$500 deposit .......$150
(q) Other Permanent Structures ...................................................$50

Patrol Report

OCTOBER  2004
ACTIVITIES

Dispatches................................31
Assistance (HC/MISC.) .........406
Open Doors ................................2
Criminal Mischief ......................2
Vandalism...................................0
Theft...........................................1
Criminal Trespass ......................2
Illegal Fireworks ........................1
Unauthorized Use ......................1
Harassment.................................2
Drugs..........................................0
Capsized Boat ............................1
Domestics...................................2
Alarm Drops ..............................3
Prowler.......................................0
Curfew .......................................5
Dogs ...........................................4
Suspicious Vehicle ...................10
Suspicious Persons...................12
Squad Runs ................................3
Fire Runs....................................3
Deputy Assists ...........................2
Crashes.......................................2
Unruly Juvenile..........................5
Misdemeanor Arrests.................0
Felony Arrests............................1

TRAFFIC
Speed Warnings .......................21
Parking Warnings.......................2
Stop Sign....................................1
No Lights ...................................2

PATROL REPORTS
Open Container ..........................1
Phone Harassment .....................2
Prowler.......................................1
Domestic Dispute.......................2
Possible Mental Person..............2
Unauthorized Use ......................1
Disturbance ................................1
Criminal Mischief ......................1

LAKE CITATIONS
Dog Barking...............................2
Criminal Trespass ......................2
Trash Cans .................................5
Speed..........................................5

STATE CITATIONS
Speed..........................................7
Expired Tags ..............................1

PATROL VEHICLES
Total Miles ..........................6,310
Fuel Used ...............................359

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

Office Hours are:

Monday — Thursday

8:30am — 5:00pm &

Friday 8:00am — 12:00 noon

For more information or to
schedule an appointment,
please call 740-852-2612.

Madison County Hospital
An affiliate of the OSU/Mount Carmel Health Alliance

210 North Main Street (740) 845-7000
London, Ohio 43140 (866) 357-4677

www.madisoncountyhospital.org

Dr. David Brock,

board certified

family physician, is

accepting new

patients of all ages.

Dr. Brock’s office is

located at 117 West

High St., Suite 106,

London, Ohio 43140.

http://familydoctor.org/davidbrockdo/

Watch our Sunday Services on Cable TVon Saturdays & Sundays at 9:00 p.m.

62 East Second St., London, OH 43140
740-852-1522 • www.stjohnslondon.org

Traditional Sunday Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Sunday Service at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

~ ~ ~ ~ Come worship with us.  ~ ~ ~ ~

Pastor Steve Smithberger

St. John’s Lutheran Church

R E M I N D E R
OUR SPEED LIMIT

IS 25 MPH
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THE MONTHLY CALENDAR

New Year’s
Eve

22

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

December 2004

7 8

14

21

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Trash Pickup

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

CLPOA Board Mtg.
(CR) 7:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

Merry
Christmas

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Booster Club (CR)
7:00 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

16

23

9

Seniors (A)
12 noon

Peace Pipe
Deadline

CLPOA
Booster Club

Christmas Dinner

17

24

27 29 30 31

10 11

12 13 18

19 20 25

26 28

5 6

421 3

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

15

Office
Closed

Office
Closed

Happy
New Year

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

DEBI GLENN
—————————       NEW NUMBER — — — — — — — — —

614-403-1111
DEBI GLENN

WALLS & BENNETT REALTY
740-852-3333 or 800-640-2189

Email: dglenn1@columbus.rr.com

WALLS &
BENNETT

REALTY, INC.

“The Friendly Folks By The Marina”

•  Ohio Association of Realtors Presidents Sales Club Awards 1992-2002 •  Past President and Officer of many Business and Volunteer Organizations

•  Columbus Board of Realtors $10 Million, $5 Million, $1 Million Club Awards •  Longtime Choctaw Lake Resident and Real Estate Specialist

•  Knowledgeable, Experienced, and Friendly Service with a Smile!
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NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $100.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Words (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

614-370-4573

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

DECEMBER 14
JANUARY 14
FEBRUARY 14

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be authored
by an individual, should be understood to have been
published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of printing
other than remuneration from Central Ohio Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Hartco Printing Co.,
West Jefferson, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 7510 Van Wagener Road,
London, OH 43140, 740-852-5753, (fax) 740-852-
5933, (e-mail) fbdatz@boydcom.com.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for January.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is November 17.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster ........................................................................Cindy Cole (845-0128)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers..................................................Chantel Weldon (852-2082)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club .....................................................................Brian Walsh (845-1466)

INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR WATER
FLUORIDE 1.25 m/l
SODIUM .25 m/l
HARDNESS 370  m/l 28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occurring and nothing is added.

James Moran, Utility Superintendent

CLASSIFIEDS

INSTRUCTION

— — — — — — — — — — — — —

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OH

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12
Words And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word

— — — — — — — — — — — — —

Cardinal Music Studio
Professional Symphony Musician

available to teach
violin, viola, cello, and pino.
— Beginner to advamced —

Sibling discounts and incentive program.
Maureen Case
740-852-3048



2004 Committees
Board Committees
Beautification .....................................................................Emalena McCracken
Lake, Drainage & Roads ........................................Steve Blake, Mike Hexamer
Public Relations & Publications ................................Rick Ballard, Brad Couch
Recreation ...................................................................................... Ruth Sowers
House/Office ....................................................................................Steve Grapp
Land/Facility Use ............................................................................Rick Ballard
Long-Range Planning...........Brad Couch, Rich LaRowe, Emalena McCracken

Standing Commitees
Audit .........................................................................................................Vacant
Nominating ....................................................................................Terry LaPrise
Ballot Counting ..........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2593
E-mail: clpoa@rrohio.com  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino .............................................................................................Lake Manager

Carla Dye ...............................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino..................................................................................Part-time Secretary

James Moran ................................................................................Utility Superintendent

Steve Hilling ................................................................................................Patrol Chief

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday .......................................................10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • 12 noon-7:00 p.m.

Tuesday thru Friday ....................................10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • 12 noon-4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2004-2005

Robert Smith (2005) President 852-1625

Brad Couch (2007) Vice President 845-1499

Rich LaRowe (2007) Treasurer 852-5139

Steve Blake (2006) Secretary 852-0209

Steve Grapp (2005) 845-0494

Emalena McCracken (2005) 852-1095

Rick Ballard (2006) 852-4631

Ruth Sowers (2005) 852-4899

Mike Hexamer (2007) 852-6291

———————————————

Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Tim Good President 852-4198

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Steve Blake 852-0209

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Ernie Sparks 852-1949


