
SOME SPECIALS THIS ISSUE
Ernie Sparks - Techumseh Award ................page 1
Lewis & Clark - Part 5.................................page 3
Trains, Museums, and the Web..................page 10
Mark Twain ................................................page 11
Meet the Candidates............................pages 12-15

published by
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association
2875 Oneida Drive, London, OH 43140
Advertising Rates - Call 740-852-2593
www.lakechoctaw.com

JANUARY 2002

Advertising Rates.....................page 23

Booster Club ..............................page 4

Calendar ...................................page 22

Classifieds ................................page 23

Delinquent Accounts..................page 8

Delinquencies/Liens Procedure. . .page 8

L i b r a r y. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 20-21

Manager’s Report.....................page 11

Patrol Corner ..............................page 6
Patrol Report ............................page 15
Property Transfers......................page 7
Somerford Township..................page 5
Young People......................page 17-19

INDEX

Ernie Sparks being persented the Tecumseh Award by his father
Dr. Rex Sparks.

Thanks to all …
On Sunday, December 2nd, the lodge

was full of holiday cheer with over 200
friends and neighbors. All enjoyed good
food, beautiful music and of course, Santa
Clause.

I wanted to thank everyone who attend-
ed the Christmas Celebration and made it
such a success. I also would like to thank
specific individuals, who, without them the
night would not have been possible.

Thank you Steve Blake, Mary Frea,
Terry Laprise, Scott Powell, Jim Shade and
Brian Throckmorton for baking turkey
and/or ham. Thank you Misti Campbell,
who donated the beverages, Georg e
Alexander for the invocation and Brad
Couch for creating Santa’s throne. Also,
thank you to Missy Glover for supervising
the child’s activity center.

Thank you for setting-up to Jim and
Mary Frea, Lisa Merkle, and Brad Couch
and finally thank you to the clean-up crew
of Ann Marie Cottrell, Brad Couch, Jim
and Mary Frea, Lisa Merkel, Grant Pullin,
Don and Chantal Weldon, and to everyone
else who gave a hand.

Again, thank you everyone for your
attendance and for making this community
gathering a huge success!

Happy Holidays, 
Sandi Couch
Chairperson of the Choctaw Community
Christmas Celebration for 2001

Chantal Weldon receiving the Booster Club’s
Distinguished Service award.

Tecumseh
Award
Winner

Ernie Sparks was the year’s recipient of the
Tecumseh Award. The award was presented to
Ernie on December 2, 2001 by his father Dr. Rex
Sparks who was the 1975 recipient.

Chantal Weldon was this year’s recipient of
the Booster Club’s Distinguished Service Award.
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Winter Forecast Terms
(Information provided by the Ohio Committee for Severe Weather Awareness and
the Madison County Sheriff ’s Department.

The following is a list of forecast and warning terms that you will hear
during the winter months. All of these severe weather warnings and advi-
sories are issued by the National Weather Service (NWS).

Winter Storm Outlook:
Issued prior to an official Winter Storm Watch issuance. The outlook

is given when forecasters believe winter storm conditions are possible.
This product is usually issued 48 to 60 hours in advance of the winter
storm.

Winter Storm Watch:
Alerts the public to favorable conditions for a blizzard, heavy snow,

freezing rain, or heavy sleet. Watches are usually issued 12 to 36 hours
before the beginning of the winter storm.

Winter Storm Warning:
Issued when a combination of heavy snow, heavy freezing rain, or

heavy sleet is expected to occur. Winter storm warnings are usually issued
six to 24 hours before the event is expected to begin.

…heavy snow - 6" or more of snow in 12 hours or less across north-
ern Ohio and 4" or more of snow in 18 hours across southern Ohio.

…heavy sleet - 4" or more of sleet.
…heavy freezing rain - an ice accumulation of 4" or more.

Blizzard Warning:
Issued for sustained or gusty winds of 35 mph or more and falling or

blowing snow creating visibilities at or below 4 mile. These conditions
should persist for at last three hours.

Wind Chill Warning:
Issued when wind chill temperatures are expected to be less than -34°

Fahrenheit.

Winter Weather Advisories:
Issued for accumulations of snow... freezing rain... freezing drizzle

and sleet which will cause significant inconvenience and moderately dan-
gerous conditions.

…for snow - 4" in 12 hours or less will trigger an advisory for north-
ern Ohio while 2" will trigger an advisory in southern Ohio.

…for freezing rain, freezing drizzle and sleet - any accretion or
accumulation up to 4".

…for blowing and drifting snow - when blowing snow will restrict
visibility to 8 mile or less and cause significant drifting snow.

Wind Chill Advisory:
Issued when wind chill temperatures are expected to be between -20°

and -34° Fahrenheit.

Dense Fog Advisory:
Issued when fog will reduce visibility to 1/8 mile or less over a wide-

spread area.

Snow Emergencies
Ohio law defines three levels of snow emergencies:

• Level 1 — Conditions are hazardous; motorists should drive
c a r e f u l l y.

• Level 2 — People should drive only when necessary.
• Level 3 — Roads are closed to non-emergency travel. Deputies

may arrest people who are on the road unnecessarily.

Ice Thickness
With the span of distance from Ohio’s north shore to our south bank comes

diversity: we have a wide range of uses with a wide range of participation
through a wide range of weather conditions. What’s the weather like in your
part of Ohio today? Don’t like this much (choose one): rain? snow? fog? Well,
as the saying goes, just wait a few minutes… it’ll change!

Our north shore sees more ice fishing and across-water snowmobiling, but
the following tips are useful for anyone who play on water when it is frozen.
Whether you ice fish on Lake Erie or skate on your pond, here are a few safe-
ty tips that winter sports enthusiasts should keep in mind before venturing out
on frozen water.

Remember the thicknesses below are merely guidelines for new clear solid
ice and that many factors other than thickness can cause ice to be unsafe.

There is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice!
• 4" of new clear ice is the minimum thickness for travel on foot.
• 5" is minimum for snowmobiles and ATVs.
• 8" to 12" for cars or small trucks.
Check for known thin ice areas with a local resort or bait shop. Test the

thickness yourself using an ice chisel, ice auger, or even a cordless 1/4" drill
with a long bit.

Refrain from driving on ice whenever possible. If you must drive a vehi-
cle, be prepared to leave it in a hurry: keep windows down, unbuckle your seat
belt and have a simple emergency plan of action you have discussed with your
passengers.

Stay away from alcoholic beverages. Even “just a couple of beers” are
enough to cause a careless error in judgement that could cost you your life. And
contrary to common belief, alcohol actually makes you colder rather than
warming you up.

Don’t “overdrive” your snowmobile’s headlights. At even 30 miles per
hour, it can take a much longer distance to stop on ice than your headlight
shines. Many fatal snowmobile through-the-ice accidents occur because the
machine was traveling too fast for the operator to stop when the headlamp illu-
minated the hole in the ice.

Wear a life vest under your winter gear. Or wear one of the new flotation
snowmobile suits. And it’s a good idea to carry a pair of ice picks that may be
home made or purchased from most well-stocked sporting goods stores that
cater to winter anglers. It’s amazing how difficult it can be to pull yourself back
onto the surface of unbroken, but wet and slippery, ice while wearing a snow-
mobile suit weighed down with 60 lbs. of water. The ice picks really help to
pull yourself back onto solid ice. CAUTION: Do NOT wear a flotation device
when traveling across the ice in an enclosed vehicle.!

What should you do if a companion falls through thin ice?
1. Keep calm and think out a solution.
2. Don’t run up to the hole. You’ll probably break through and then there

will be two victims.
3. Use some item on shore to throw or extend to the victim to pull them

out of the water such as jumper cables or skis, or push a boat ahead of you.
4. If you can’t rescue the victim immediately, dial 911. It’s amazing how

many people carry cellphones.
5. Get medical assistance for the victim. People who are subjected to cold

water immersion, but seem fine after being rescued, can suffer a potentially
fatal condition called “after drop” that may occur when cold blood that is
pooled in the body’s extremities starts to circulate again as the victim starts to
re-warm.

What if YOU fall in?
Try not to panic! Instead, remain calm and turn toward the direction you

came from. Place your hands and arms on the unbroken surface of the ice
(here’s where the ice picks would come in handy). Work forward on the ice by
kicking your feet. If the ice breaks, maintain your position and slide forward
again. Once you are laying on the ice, don’t stand. Instead, roll away from the
hole. That spreads out your weight until you are on solid ice. This sounds much
easier than it is to do in reality.

The best advice is don’t put yourself into needless danger by venturing out
too soon or too late in the season. No angler, no matter how much of a fishing
enthusiast, would want to die for a crappie.

— From the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Watercraft
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Meriwether Lewis William Clark

Part 6

Their First Meetings with the Indians
by Bob Cordes

The 32 members of the Corps of Discovery found the
Missouri River to be predictably difficult to navigate. Sand
bars could be barely below the water’s surface, along with
tree stumps and floating timber. The muscle of the extra 12
men, hired for navigation and protection against the Indians
for the first leg of the journey, was welcomed. 

May 24, 1804: Clark tells one of his many tales about
going upstream. “The swiftness of the current wheeled the
boat, broke our toe rope, and was nearly oversetting the boat,
all hands jumped out on the upper side and bore on that side
until the sand washed from under the boat.” A common prob-
lem. 

May 27, 1804: They became more aware of entering
Indian territories. Lewis, as usual, is on shore making notes
of topography, flora, and fauna. Clark, as usual, is on the boat
as they pass the mouth of the Gasconade River. They pass
three parties of traders going downstream returning after
dealing with the Omaha, Pawnee, and the Osage. They hear
more about the Sioux, ahead on the river, who are said to be
hostile, numerous, well-armed, and certain to demand a ran-
som for passage. For any eventuality of that kind, a bronze
cannon on a swivel was added to the keelboat in Missouri. It
could fire a one-pound lead ball or 16 musket balls.

June 8, 1804: They talk with three hunters coming down
the river in a pirogue with about $900 worth of furs from a
year of hunting. Furs were much in demand in our country
and Europe. They were worn by men and women at that time. 

August 3, 1804: The young frontiersmen meet the first
Indians on this trip, the Oto and the Missouri, on a river bluff
near present Council Bluffs, Iowa. (A meeting is sometimes
referred to as a council.) Clark writes that the site across the
river would be ideal for a fort, and in 1829 Fort Atkinson is
built there.

Two days earlier, Clark celebrated his 34th birthday,
Lewis is 15 days away from his 30th birthday. 

Lewis gives the speech he will repeat many times on the
journey as they encounter other tribes. “Children. The great
chief of the seventeen nations of America has sent us to clear
the road, remove every obstruction, and to make it a road of
peace between himself and his red children residing there. We
hope the great spirit will open your ears to our councils.
Follow these councils and you will have nothing to fear,
because the great spirit will smile upon your nation, and in
future ages will make you outnumber the trees in the forest.”

Lewis threatened the Indians with stopping all trade on

the river if the great chief was not obeyed. If he was obeyed,
Lewis said he would assure them that a trading post would be
built at the mouth of the Platte River. 

L e w i s ’ intentions were honestly spoken but he had no
control over the actions of nations, industries, and traders of
all kinds in years to come.

The Indian chiefs were given Jefferson Peace Medals and
presents. The medals came in three sizes, the biggest going to
the most important chief. One side had the bust of President
Thomas Jefferson, considered our “great chief.” The other
side showed a handshake between an Indian and one of us,
along with the words “Peace and Friendship,” and a crossed
peace pipe and hatchet. 

Years later, the medals would be found. One, in 1964,
was in the grave of an Indian chief buried at the mouth of the
Drewyers (another spelling for George Drouillard’s name)
R i v e r, also called the Palouse River, in southeastern
Washington. 

After the ceremony, Private Moses Reed told the captains
that he had left his knife at the council site. They gave per-
mission to retrieve it. Reed did not return. The expedition
continued on but sent a party out to find Reed. 

August 18, 1804: Reed was found after 10 days and
brought back to camp near present-day Sioux City, Iowa. A
court-martial was held in front of a delegation of Oto Indians
who saw the deserter receive a punishment of 500 lashes and
a discharge from the Corps. He along with Private Newman,
who had been discharged earlier, would be sent back to St.
Louis on the keelboat the following year after the group win-
tered in the Mandan area. 

August 20, 1804: Sgt. Charles Floyd died, probably of an
infected appendix. His would be the only death among the
expedition members. He was buried on a bluff at Sioux City,
Iowa and Lewis named the Floyd River after him, a name
retained to this day. 

August 22, 1804: The captains ordered an election for
F l o y d ’s replacement, probably subject to their approval.
Private Patrick Gass received 19 votes and took Floyd’s
place. Later, his journal would be the first printed for the pub-
l i c .

Seeing Wonders Along the Wa y: The group saw a little
rodent which lived in the ground. Sgt. Ordway named it a
“prairie dog.” They captured one by pouring buckets of water
into a burrow to flush it out. It was one of several animals
sent back to Jefferson later in the trip.

Next time,
Part 7:
M e e t i n g
the feared
S i o u x
I n d i a n s
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

2001 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS
President..................................................................Chantal Weldon (852-2082)
1st Vice President ........................................................ Lisa Merkle (845-0811)
2nd Vice President ....................................................... Christi Frea (852-5494)
Treasurer ................................................................ Mary Zawodny (852-5900)
Secretary.........................................................................Twila Boyd (845-0074)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Jan. 3 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

We will be needing chairpersons for events in the future. Please feel free to join the fun of organizing and
participating in some of these events. If you have any suggestions about the above or any ideas on new
events, please call Booster President Chantal Weldon at 852-2082. We are always open to new ideas.

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January 3rd at 7:00 p.m. in the

Conference Room.  If anyone is interested in helping the Booster Club, please
contact Chantal Weldon at 852-2082.
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NOTICE  •  LOOSE DOGS

If you have a stray dog in your neighbor-
hood or have caught a stray dog, DO NOTcall
the sheriff’s office for the patrol to pick it up.
You will need to call the Madison County
Humane Society at 852-PETS. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OHIO

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words
And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

Cooper Appliance
$10 OFF

Service Call
All Brands

Exp. 1/01/02

FREE DELIVERY
of parts

Additional $5 OFF
if over $25

Exp. 1/01/02

740-852-7414
Must present coupon to redeem.

NOTICE
DOG TAGS AVAILABLE AT
THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

SOMERFORD TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES
Board Meeting Minutes • November 14, 2001

The Somerford Township Trustees met in reg-
ular session on Wednesday, November 14, 2001
with all member present. The meeting was called to
order at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman Jimmie Moran. A
motion was made to approve the minutes of the
October meeting except for changing a name from
“Harold” Beathard to “Howard” Beathard; all were
in favor; motion carried. The November bills were
approved and signed by the Trustees.

Trustee Ernie Sparks mentioned the Frank
Ward property — he was to clean up the unlicensed
vehicles. Instead, he has built an “earth mound” in
front of the property and planted trees to hide the
vehicles. Also, an old house trailer is now parked
behind his business on St. Rt. 56 with semi-trailers
being used for storage. Both of these situations are
in violation of the zoning resolution. Chairman
Moran talked with Mr. Ward at least 45 days ago —
he will turn the property over to the Prosecutor.

There is some dirt in front of the Seitz proper-
ty — complaints were received that water might
run onto an adjoining property and flood it because
of the location of the dirt. Mr. Moran and Mr.
Bethel assessed this situation and did not feel that
the amount of dirt would affect the drainage of the
property beside it. Chairman Moran communicated
this to the concerned property owner.

Jackie Smith would like to put a tree up in the
cemetery in Joe Smith’s memory. The Trustees
explained to her that she may place one along the
driveway in the cemetery, but may not put a tree on
Joe’s grave.

Jerry Ardrey attended the meeting and he and
the Trustees discussed the specifications of the new
dump truck. These were accepted as presented by
the Trustees.

Chairman Moran told the Board that the instal-
lation of the wrought iron fence at the cemetery

may begin as long as the weather remains suitable.
The contractor would like to have one-third of the
proposed cost of the fence before he starts the proj-
ect. The bills were presented to the Clerk and the
Trustees agreed to pay one-third of the cost up
front. A check was prepared and the Clerk made a
notation on it that “the cashing of the check repre-
sents agreement that the work will be fulfilled as
per the contract.”

An opinion was received from Tim Beathard as
to the cost of the fence which has been proposed for
the Hart property. The question remaining now is
whether or not the fence would increase, or possi-
bly decrease, the value of the farm. Mr. Beathard
believes that it will not increase the value of the
property and could, depending on the circum-
stances, decrease the farm value. The Trustees will
take this information to the Prosecutor.

At the Planning Commission meeting, it was
discovered that Ted Hankins and Jane Beathard
have decided to apply to change the zoning classi-
fication of Ms. Beathard’s property from R-1 to C-
2.

Road Maintenance Supervisor David Jeffers
reported that he has mowed the cemetery for the
last time this season.

Chairman Jimmie Moran told the Board that
Charlie Shaw has built a building that resembles a
house on the property at the back of Choctaw Lake
that used to be owned by Pete Meyers. Zoning
Inspector Wally Ward will check to see if proper
permits have been issued. There is no road access
from this property — a hole has been cut in the
fence.

The Clerk mentioned that block maps were
received from the Census Bureau. An extra check
was issued to the Clerk this month because her
raise was not drawn beginning April 1, 2001 as it

should have been. She presented a cemetery listing
to the Trustees for review and mentioned that the
fire levy on the November ballot passed.

A letter was received from Doug We i m e r
requesting an increase in the cost of grave open-
ings/closings from $120 to $145. Walter Bethel
moved that this increase be accepted effective
January 1, 2002; Ernie Sparks seconded; all were in
favor; motion carried. Walter Bethel also moved
that Somerford Township increase its charge for
openings/closings from $300 to $400 and that the
cost per grave for residents outside of Somerford
Township be changed from $800 to $900 as of
January 1, 2002; Ernie Sparks seconded; there were
no objections; motion carried.

The Trustees signed papers to be sent to
Municipal Services Group for the financing of the
new dump truck — these have been sent priority
mail. There will be some discussion as to what will
be done with the old truck — a 1992, fully-
equipped, with 10,000 miles on it.

The Clerk told the Board that Gene Ball called
regarding the conversion of the heating in the
township building from propane to natural gas. Mr.
Moran will call Mr. Ball.

Ernie Sparks moved and Walter Bethel second-
ed that Somerford Township, at the suggestion of
Charlie Morrison, donate the old computer to “A
Friend’s House” in London — it is a facility for
battered women.

The Zoning Board met tonight.
Being no further business to be discussed at

this time, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at
9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela C. Wassmuth,
Somerford Township Clerk
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Patrol Corner
by Chief John W. Rafferty

During the holiday season is when career criminals usually try to scam us.
As you see in the monthly patrol report a resident almost had it happen to them.
While the resident was on vacation a criminal obtained his social security num-
ber and started applying for credit cards in his name. Luckily the credit card
companies called him to verify he wanted his card.

When you are out holiday shopping, if you are charging your items on
credit cards watch for the person behind you looking over your shoulder.
Always get your receipt and put it somewhere you cannot loose it. It only takes
one receipt and the right criminal to find it. And turn your life upside down.
Also when you are at the shopping mall always park your car in a well lighted
area. When you are walking to your car have your keys ready to open the door
in case you need to get in quickly because of somene following you. Please be
careful this holiday season, and have a Merry Christmas.

NOTICE, BEFORE DIGGING
Consider calling 800-362-2764 at least twenty-four hours before dig-

ging in an area. The phone number gives you the Ohio Utilities Protection
Service. They are an answering service which will contact utilities regis-
tered with them in an area. They will contact Columbia Gas, Ameritech,
Ohio Edison, and the Madison County Engineer to tell them you intend to
dig. Those involved in your situation will physically mark their line so that
you can avoid it. Time Warner is not registered with the protection service. 

Procedure for Viewing CLPOA Records
1. Written request with:

Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to approve or deny request within three (3)
working days.

3. If denied, it will be brought up at the next Board Meeting.

SAVE YOUR LIFE
Below is a medical form for the residents to voluntarily fill out. On this form I am asking you to put your name, age, address and a family member or

friend that the patrol can call in case of an emergency. At the bottom of the form list any type of medical problems you might have: heart disease, diabetes,
etc. also list any type of allergic reactions you might have to medications.

As I collect the medical forms I will put them in alphabetical order in a folder, the patrol will carry a copy in the patrol car and a copy will go to the para-
medics. When the paramedics are responding to your house they will already know what type medication you are on and allergies.

Please fill them out and get them back to us as soon as you can.

Thank you, Chief deputy John W. Rafferty

MEDICAL INFORMATION

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ Date_________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Age:_______    Family Doctor:___________________________________________________________ Doctor’s Phone No._________________________

Person to contact in case of emergency: ___________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Address of emergency contact:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List all of your medical problems and medication:

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

List any other information that would help the patrol or paramedics:__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@qn.net or check us out at

www.lakechoctaw.com
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Taught here at Choctaw Lake
Learn:

• Self Defense
• Discipline
• Self Confidence

Call Jef f Sapp at
740-852-6314

Instructor 4th degree Black Belt

____________________________________________________
———— — — — —————————— BEN RUTHERFORD

• Interior • Exterior
• Carpentry & Drywall Repairs
• Wallpaper & Removal

7350 Industrial Parkway, Suite M Office: 614-873-2992
Plain City, OH 43064 Fax: 614-873-1717

— For Jobs under $150 there will be a $20 Transportation Fee applied. —
Member Dublin Chamber of Commerce

CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@qn.net or check us out at

www.lakechoctaw.com

FOR SALE BY OWNER
2133 CHICKASAW DRIVE

CHOCTAW LAKE • LONDON, OH

Save $1000’s compared to other lakefront homes. Located on a huge half-
acre lot (12 lots) with 90' of lake frontage. This home has approx. 4400

sq. ft. of spacious living area plus a 4-car garage. Other amenities include:
central air conditioning, gas heat, new windows, 3 full baths, custom

woodwork, storage galore, and a swimming pool.
First floor rooms include: kitchen 12'x13', dining room 10'x13', living
room 15'x22', full bath, bedroom/den 12'x15', sunken family room or

office w/wet bar 22'x33', master bath 10'x15' and walk-in closet 8'x102'
Lower walk-out level includes: bedroom 102'x122', bedroom

102'x122', children’s game room 15'x21', full bath laundry/summer
kitchen 12'x142', and hobby room 11'x14'.

$335,000
WILL CO-OP

Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

54 Joel & Michelle Catell 1071 E. Choctaw Dr Earl Weekly

223 Henry & Mary Langlois 1625 E. Choctaw Dr Jeffrey Sweet

721 Jeffrey Sweet 2085 Palouse Dr Ruth Redinbaugh

1013 Jeffrey & Judy Higgins 2567 Karok Dr. Dennis & Deborah Park

1035 Thomas & Linda Vollmer 2607 W. Choctaw Dr Thomas & Susan Pape

Area County Auditors
Elected to District Offices

Melissa Betz, Pickaway County Auditor, was recently elected President of
the Southwest District of the County Auditor’s Association of Ohio (CAAO).
Also elected were Vice President Linda L. Fraley, Clermont County Auditor,
and Secretary/Treasurer Jim Williamson, Madison County Auditor. The new
Board assumes leadership of the Southwest District at a time of increased activ-
ity and visibility. The District works closely with the CAAO Columbus office
to monitor legislative proposals which impac t local taxpayers.

Some of the CAAO initiatives in recent years were to impose continuing
education requirements on themselves, improve ballot language when a taxing
authority puts a levy request on teh ballot, and expand real estate tax relief for
disaster victims throughout Ohio.

The CAAO includes all 88 Ohio County Auditors. Now in its 134th year,
it was established to promote and protect the interests of the taxpayers of Ohio
and to improve the administration of county government.

2002 Dog Tags
Available

The Choctaw Lake office is an author-
ized location to sell 2002 dog tags. They must
be purchased by January 31 for all dogs older
than three months. If your dog is picked up
by the Madison County dog warden, the tag
information will enable the warden, through
the use of a central data base, to identify the
dog’s owner and home address. The licensing
fee goes toward the warden’s salary and
maintaining the Madison County Dog Pound.

— DOG OWNERS —

NOTICE
When you are driving and see this sign,

please come to a complete stop. The law
says you must stop and we will be watching.

EDITOR
NEEDED

CLPOA is looking for
someone to be editor of The
Peace Pipe.

Please contact the
Choctaw office if you are
interested.
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DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr 8,348.75 (Lien)/Atty

Kirkpatrick, Jennifer 848 2405 Cherokee Dr 7,429.74 (Lien)/Atty

Schrader, Brian 514-515 1540 W Choctaw Dr 934.25 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 040 Huron Dr $  875.07 (Lien)/Atty

Colvin, Mark & Rhonda 486 1152 W Choctaw Dr 849.37 (Lien)/Atty

Baldwin, John & Angela 1062-1063.4 2656 W Choctaw Dr 846.84 (Lien)/Atty

Gerhardt, Gary & Janine 433 360 Chickasaw Dr 15.01 (Lien)/Atty

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 007 Potawamie Dr $  801.09 (Lien)

Taylor, Larry & Susan 481 658 Prairie Rd $  731.75 (Lien)

Roddy, Lee & Sue 283 2185 Sequoya Trl 726.55 (Lien)

Nickel, Robert & Barbara 99-101 1421 Itawamba Trl 710.48 (Lien)

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr 660.88 (Lien)

Stroble, John & Cheryl 995 576 Karok Dr $  499.62 (Lien)/Atty

Morgan, Holly 254 715 Suqulak Trl $  250.58 (Lien)___________

TOTAL $24,479.98

Revised Delinquencies & Lien Procedures
1. All past due accounts will be billed monthly on the 1st of the month and

the interest will be assessed on the 1st of the month at an interest rate of
1% per month.

2. Publish in the Peace Pipe delinquencies 60 days past due of $250.00 or
more in descending dollar order at the discretion of the staff.

3. An administrative charge of $75.00 is to be charged to file a lien or to re-
file a lien.

4. Liens will be filed for amounts of $200.00 or more if the house is for
sale, or if there is to be a sheriff’s sale, or other legal action against the
property or property owner.

5. A Lien letter will be sent when the amount owed is equal to assessments
+ 10% penalty. The property owner has 10 days to respond.  A signed
contract will be required for payment arrangements.  If payment arrange-
ments with the CLPOA office are not kept, the account will be turned
over to a collection agency/attorney without any further communication
from the office.

6. File lien when amount owed is equal to assessments + 10% penalty and
the property owner has not responded to lien letter.

7. Liens will be re-filed at least once a year when the account balance has
increased significantly.

8. Liens will be released 14 days after personal check has been received.
9. Past due accounts can be referred to a collection agency/attorney if the

past due amounts exceeds one year’s assessments.  Accounts turned over
to an attorney will be charged an additional 1/3 of the amount turned
over for collection + court costs.  Once the account has been turned over,
the CLPOA o ffice will not handle resolutions of these accounts.
Payment arrangements must be made with the collection agency/attor-
ney.

10. When the past due amount reaches a balance of $2000.00 the CLPOA
has the option to begin foreclosure proceedings.  A notice of intent will
be sent to the Property Owner by registered mail.

11. If there is no response the account will be referred to an attorney for fore-
closure.

Revised 1/00 per CLPOA

C.L.P.O.A. is accepting bids for the sale of a
Harder Electri 3-Ton Capacity Salt Spreader
with stand. AS IS CONDITION. For more
information, contact Jerry Downing at the
Maintenance Building. You may submit your
bids to the C.L.P.O.A. Office during normal
business hours.
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www.lakechoctaw.com • clpoa@qn.net

Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for the following projects: House,

House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses, Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios,
Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing
to secure the necessary permit will be assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the
original permit. Section E-4 of the Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
b) Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the fol-

lowing schedule:

(i) Houses & Additions over 600 sq. ft. .....$1,000 deposit .......$500

(ii) House Additions up to 600 sq. ft...........$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iii) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iv) Sheds ......................................................................................$50

(v) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(vi) Driveways ..............................................................................$50

(vii) Fences.....................................................................................$50

(viii) Decks......................................................................................$50

(ix) Patios ......................................................................................$50

(x) Docks......................................................................................$50

(xi) Seawalls..................................................................................$50

(xii) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50

(xiii) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50

(xiv) Other structures ......................................................................$50

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

NAME:________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

DEPARTURE DATE:_____________________________

RETURN DATE:_________________________________

FORWARDING ADDRESS:_______________________________________

WINTER PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT: _______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: _______________________

NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

AMERICA’S BEST ENERGY VALUE

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association

CHOCTAW LAKE
RESIDENTS

NOTHING BEATS
THE RELIABILITY AND VALUE

OF NATURAL GAS!
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Are All
Hospitals

the Same?
Not on your life.

Hospitals are as
different as the people

who work in them.

Our doctors know
their business. Our nurses

know that kindness and
compassion have a healing

power all their own.

You’re just like family
to us. And we treat

you that way.

Madison County Hospital
“We Treat You Like Family”

An affiliate of the OSU/Mount Carmel Health Alliance
210 North Main Street, London, Ohio 43140  phone 740-845-7000

BREWER
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

— 52 Years of Service —
252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155
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LENNOX®

••••••••••••••••••••••

Fall Special
Install a LENNOX®

furnace to your
existing ducts,
registers and
electrical system
for

as
low
as 

*On approved credit on Model G4OUH36A. Prior sales excluded. Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$3 200
per mo.*

Trains, Museums, and the Web
by Bob Cordes

You’ll find trains and train museums of all sizes in our country. There is even a small
museum in Columbus with limited visiting hours. 

UP NORTH: If you’re traveling north next summer, or even this winter, you can
ride the Huckleberry Railroad. It’s at Flint, Michigan (250 miles north of here) and has other

attractions going for it, most notably the Crossroads Village and the Genesee Belle boat.
During the Christmas season, the train’s locomotive and coaches are decorated along with trackside displays.

Special celebrations include the German Christmas, Mexican Christmas, and Kwanzaa. On Feb. 9, 2002, visitors can lend
a hand as tons of ice are cut from the lake for the village ice house. Cooler weather results in reduced hours and days of oper-

ation so you are advised to call 1-800-648-7275 for particulars. 
DOWN SOUTH: Galveston, Texas has a unique train museum in the former Santa Fe Union Station. “The Ghosts of

Travelers’ Past” are wax-like museum figures except they
are all in white. One figure is tending to a baby carriage,

another is tugged on the arm to hurry along (by another white figure), and one is read-
ing a book as they wait for the train. But these are figures from the past, and trains no
longer use the station. 

The station has dioramas about early Galveston, and HO scale train displays, and
photo opportunities galore at real trains and the scale model Union Pacific train that goes
through downtown Galveston. Their website is <http://www. t a m u g . t a m u . e d u / m u s e u m > .
Any train buff or traveler would enjoy the website.

WEBSITE: This site will blow your whistle and your mind. Would you believe
that you can call it up and watch a train enter a station in California? ... or Germany?
The site has railcams from around the country, rail travel information, railroad maga-
zines, and a shopping place for railroad related items. As the sports announcers say,
“It’s unbelievable!!!” 

THE UNION PACIFIC: If you really want to see some trains in person, head for
North Platte, Nebraska. You’ll find the world’s largest reclassification yard there. It’s
known as the Union Pacific’s Bailey Yard. It handles 10,000 railroad cars every 24
hours. Of these, 3,000 are sorted daily. They move around cars from 130 trains daily
bound for the east, west, and gulf coast. 

The UP is in the process of building a visitor attraction, The Golden Spike. More
about that next time. 

photo by Bob Cordes

The Union Pacific’s Bailey Yard is an active yard, with trains and workmen mov-
ing everywhere. This is a view of a few of the diesel engines outside of the Diesel
Shop at North Platte.
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Manager’s Report
by John A. Cimino

by Bob Cordes

Samuel Clemens was born in Florida,
Missouri, not far from Hannibal, the town he
made famous throughout the world. 

Hannibal has benefited from Sam’s coat
tails and writings ever since. And he never dis-
owned the town though he spent only his youth
in the area. 

Samuel Langhorne Clemens was born Nov.
30, 1835 in, as he described it, “the almost

invisible village of Florida, Monroe County, Missouri.” It is still nearly invisi-
b l e .

His family had arrived six months earlier from Tennessee. Their two-room
dwelling is preserved today inside a modern museum in Florida, Missouri. T h e
420-sq. ft. home housed Sam’s parents, their five children, and a teenage slave
g i r l .

The family moved to Hannibal in 1839. It is the site of the famous white
fence, the one he “allowed” his friends to white-wash. His father died eight
years later which prompted Sam to quit school at the age of 12. He worked in
Hannibal as an apprentice to a printer for awhile but soon worked on the steam-
boats which visited this Mississippi River community. He received his
Steamboat Pilot’s Certificate in April, 1859.

Clemens adopted his pseudonym of “Mark Twain” in 1863. It is the phrase
the leadsman cries when there is “safe water” at two fathoms. (The leadsman is
the man who heaves the lead and calls the soundings of the depth. A fathom is
a unit of measure equal to six feet.) His new name reflected Sam’s love of the
river life.

A prolific writer, he is perhaps best known for The A d v e n t u res of To m
S a w y e r a n d A d v e n t u res of Huckleberry Finn. Yet, he was a writer for many
newspapers and his clever sayings ring so true today. 

He died on April 21, 1910, at his home in Redding, Connecticut. The site
w w w. m a r k t w a i n h o u s e . o rg tells of life after Hannibal, a life often marked by
deaths of loved ones. 

The site also tells of the Ken Burns’Mark Tw a i n special at 8 p.m. (e.s.t.) Jan.
14 and 15. It is a two-part four-hour program. 

Hannibal, population 18,000, has Clemen’s boyhood home/museum, and a
newer museum about two blocks away. A tour ticket takes you these attractions
and to the site of his father’s office and Becky T h a t c h e r’s home. 

For more information about Hannibal and Clemen’s youth, dial 1-866-263-
4825 (that’s 1-TOM AND HUCK) or go to www.hanmo.com/hcvb. The website
presents an interesting story of how his childhood home was saved and pre-
s e r v e d .

The large Mark Twain Lake is nearby as is the tourist attraction of Molly
B r o w n ’s birthplace. She was Molly Tobin, a poor Irish immigrant girl, until mar-

Mark Twain (or is it Samuel Clemens?)
PBS Special Jan. 14 and 15

Well here we are again, the end of another year and the beginning of a new
one. I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday. We had a great turn out
for the Christmas dinner in the lodge and I’d like to thank everyone who
attended this event. Congratulations to the recipients of the Tecumseh award
Ernie Sparks and the Booster Club’s Distinguished Service Award going to
Chantal Weldon.

The year of 2001 seemed to be a good year  Some of the things that were
accomplished were the crack sealing on the spillway, relining the lake dis-
charge tube. As it looks now we should not have to do any more work on the
Dam for anther 5 years. The Maintenance department has the lake access area
shorelines in pretty good shape.  We also had some road patching completed
and the sewer project is making progress

One subject I’d like to address is loose K-9s we have a lot of Property
Owners who like to go out jogging or just go for a healthy walk. I see no rea-
son why these people have to be harassed by a loose dog. Anyone who owns a
K-9 has the responsibility to keep it under control at all times. We do have a
leash law in the CLPOA Rules & Regulation. I have asked our Patrol person-
nel to inform me of all the loose dogs that they observe in the sub-division and
I will issue a lake citation to the owner. The first offense is an automatic $50.00
fine with out any warning given.  I have inserted the section of the C.L.P.O.A.
Rules & Regulation that pertains to pets into my Peace Pipe report. Lets all do
our part to keep this problem from getting out of control thank you.

C.L.P.O.A. Rules & Regulation section 35 D Pets
(1) Dogs, cats, or other domestic animals or fowl shall not be permitted to

run at large on any Choctaw Lake road, on any property owned by the
C L P O A or on any lot(s) belonging to other property owners.
Whenever such animals enter upon Choctaw Lake roads or other
CLPOAproperty, they must be under the control of the property owner
or animal owner by means of a securely attached leash so as to prevent
such animal from becoming or creating a nuisance or danger to other
property owners, their families or guests.  

(2) Property owners shall not keep or harbor an animal which howls, barks
or emits other audible sounds in an unreasonably loud or disturbing
manner, and which is of such a character, intensity or duration as to dis-
turb the peace and quiet of his neighbors.  

(3) For violations of this Rule 35(D), the responsible property owner or the
animal’s owner shall be fined $50.00, $100.00 and then $150.00 for
each successive violation; additional violations shall result in a
$150.00 in each instance. 

rying J. J. Brown who struck the largest vein of gold known at that time in
Colorado. She survived the sinking of the Titanic in 1912 and earned the name
“Unsinkable Molly Brown.” 

Mark Tw a i n ’s Sayings:
“The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the differ -

ence between lightning and the lightning bug.”
“Adam and Eve had many advantages, but the principal one was that they

escaped teething.” 
“Let us be thankful for the fools. But for them the rest of us could not succeed.”
“It is better to keep your mouth shut and appear stupid than to open it and

remove all doubt.”
“His ignorance covered the whole earth like a blanket and there was hardly a

hole in it.”
“When angry, count four; when very angry, swear. ”
“Thunder is good, thunder is impressive; but it is lightning that does the work.”
“Man is the animal that blushes. Or needs to.”
“Nothing so needs reforming as other people’s habits.”
“Thousands of geniuses live and die undiscovered ... either by themselves or by

o t h e r s . ”
“ A sin takes on new and real terrors when there seems a chance that it is going

to be found out.”
“The re p o rts of my death are greatly exaggerated. ”

photo by Bob Cordes

Attached to the home of Samuel Clemens in Hannibal, MO is the board fence which
Tom Sawyer was told to paint. Through skillful talk, he persuaded friends to paint the
fence for him.
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Dear Choctaw Lake Property Owners:
Below are the responses to a questionnaire completed by each of the candidates wishing to serve as members of the Choctaw Lake Property Owners

Association Board. There are five vacancies on the nine-member board to be filled.
An office on the CLPOA Board is a three-year commitment, at most, and requires much time, leadership, listening, decision making, and communication

skills to represent the approximately 800 paid members of the Association and their families.
Please read each candidate’s answers, call them if you wish, and most importantly VOTE when you receive your ballot in the mail.
Board Candidates are: Thomas Craig Chadwell, Jennifer McCormack, Emalena McCracken, Thomas Miller, Scott Powell, George Smith, RN Smith,

Ruth Sowers, and Greg Wilkins.

RESPONSES

1. What issues or concerns (by-laws, deed restrictions, roads, dogs,
maintenance, security, etc.), if any, do you feel CLPOA needs to
address better?

Thomas Craig Chadwell
It is important for the Board to keep a close eye on the costs of and the

progress of our sewer and repaving projects, when those times arrive. The vil-
lage issue also needs to be addressed. I am honest enough to admit that I do not
have enough information at the present time to ascertain my opinion one way
or the other. Given the growth that will continue to happen around us, the pros
and cons should definitely be investigated.

Jennifer McCormack
The issues I feel CLPOA needs to address better are expediting the collec-

tion of delinquent dues, taking more care in the issuing of past-due notices to
residents with reference to items such as water bills and assessments (especial-
ly when the resident has a good payment record) and improve the process of
informing residents of important issues that could result in some major change
or the spending of a large sum of money, even if it means holding an emergency
meeting (i.e.. raising the Lake level.  Many problems could have been averted
if we had had a special vote regarding what the lake level should be.)
Unfortunately, I think dogs are always going to be an ongoing issue we will
have to deal with on a case by case basis.  My hope is that everyone will try to
be sensitive to each other’s needs and use sound judgment.

Emalena McCracken
Complaints should be aggressively investigated. If any violations are

found, a warning or ticket should be issued on the spot. If more information is
needed, proper procedures should be established to resolve all resident’s com-
plaints. All complaints and resolutions should be made available to be viewed
by Choctaw residents.

Thomas Miller
I feel this is an excellent question and every one of these issues is impor-

tant. But, personally the main issue of my concern is with the roads with the
upcoming sewer project. I have communicated with various people who are
connected with this project and have had a wide variety of answers to my con-
cerns about the extent of damage that will happen to the roads. The difference
range from you won’t even know they have been here, to this place will look
like a patch of ground in Afghanistan where Bin is known to be hiding. So it
seems to me to be wide disparity here on this issue. I honestly don’t imagine
that I will never know that installation crews have never been here, and I hope
that are roads don’t look like a bomb hit them. But, the latter does raise a lot of
concerns to me. Facts are we are going to get a new sewer system, which I am
happy to see happen. Also that the use of heavy equipment will be needed to
do this project that is backhoes, dump trucks, boring equipment, and so on. And
I think it would be a safe assumption to say that all of this equipment is not
strictly going to work on bright sunny dry days. I’m pretty sure that there will
be rainy, snowy, yes snow, icy and all around bad weather conditions that these
folks will have to work in. With this in mind I’m sure that the damage that will
occur will be more extensive than if conditions were perfect. With all of this
said I feel one must go back to the current budget that is in place. As of right
now five hundred thousand dollars is budgeted for road repairs. Sounds like a
big number but in fact it could be, let me say again could be, very small. What
if this project cost somewhere in the neighborhood of lets say a nice round
number of one million dollars? Sounds like a big number and a big difference
in what we have earmarked for repairs. Facts are I don’t know what the cost of

repairs will cost I’m just going on what I have heard and I’m not taking any of
this information to the bank. But, what I would like to see done is CLPOAdoes
some homework on this issue. Get some experts from the State that have seen
these projects done and get a better idea on what the actual cost may be. That
way we will be as a community better prepared for this cost. Personally I hope
that the repairs are only minimal and the monies allotted for these cost are more
than enough to cover this project. But, what if it is not enough? Where will the
money come from? Let me think can you say assessment sure you can I’m sure
most of the people here in the community have said it before followed by some
other words. So lets go back to the big numbers if in fact we are well under
budget and in fact we need another five hundred thousand dollars. There is cur-
rently a little over eight hundred property owners paying Lake Dues at this
time. With that number in mind and the possible under budget figure calculat-
ed in that would be a cost of six hundred twenty four dollars to each owner.
Divided over three years would be an assessment of two hundred eight dollars
and folks that number looks familiar for road repairs for anybody that has lived
here for a period of time. With all of the above said I personally hope that I’m
completely off base and there is no added cost. But, what if the opposite is true?
What if I’m close with this scenario? With Lake Dues that will be close to six
hundred dollars at the time these repairs are needed. The monthly sewer and
water bill cost in the fifty to one hundred dollar range puts one in the yearly
cost of anywhere from twelve hundred to eighteen hundred dollars a year with-
out any special assessment. With all this being said this why the road budget is
a major concern of mine. Because, I personally don’t want to be hit with anoth-
er assessment, knowing of the additional cost that I know for sure that I will
have to pay.

Scott Powell
My top three concerns are:
Roads (and sewer related lake issues)
I read in The Peace Pipe figures as low as $600,000 and as high as

$1,600,000 in regards to the cost to fix our roads after the sewer project is com-
plete. I am very interested and concerned that we live within our means but that
the results are high quality and long-lasting. I also hope to be a part of the qual-
ity control to ensure that the least amount of damage is done by the county
while completing the sewer project.

CLPOA business practices
Communication is always important. I hope to standardize the reporting of

CLPOA business decisions such as the publishing in the Peace Pipe of key
employee annual review results and bid results for projects requiring three or
more bids.

Financial
Please see question number three.

George Smith
No reply.

RN Smith
The roads need better attention, without good roads the appearance of the

community will deteriorate.
The security needs to be  at the entrance for the best security of LAKE

CHOCTAW and it will be less expensive to operate.

Ruth Sowers
I feel that Rule No. 31 — Abandoned Property — should be monitored

more closely or addressed more often. Since I have lived at the lake, there have
been as many as three abandoned vehicles on a property at once. As of today,

Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association (CLPOA)
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES
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not only are there abandoned vehicles there, but now the dwelling and the other
building on the lot is abandoned. The dwelling and the building pose health
hazards in regards to rodents and bats harboring in the buildings.

Greg Wilkins
I am concerned about the sewer project, and feel that there are a number of

questions that are still unanswered.  Although I feel in the long run it will ben-
efit our community and increase the value of our homes, the estimated cost is
very high. I would like to see if these costs are in line with what other com-
munities are being charged.

2. What would be your goals relative to the next ten-year financial
plan?

Thomas Craig Chadwell
Financially, for the next ten-year period, I would like to see that the Board

ensures that we stay on budget with the current plan as it has been approved. It
is also important to, as much as is possible, foresee any necessary expenditures
for which we could possibly plan ahead and avoid special assessments in the
future.

Jennifer McCormack
Unfortunately, at this time I really cannot say what my goals would be rel-

ative to the next 10-year financial plan.  I refrain from doing so due to the
uncertainty of what whether or not we may become a village.  I will say how-
ever, that you can count on me to work for a fiscally responsible budget and
budgetary accountability on the part of the board.

Emalena McCracken
Establish an emergency/rainy day fund to help with unforeseen crisis.

Thomas Miller
I love this question because I think I’m suppose to tell everyone the great

financial guru things that I’m going to accomplish. In fact I feel it would be
irresponsible, foolish, and dishonest to answer this question as such. The truth
of the matter is I feel we have enough things to worry about today right now
with all that is going on with this community. Not that I don’t think the future
is important it is. But let me put it this way. If the house is on fire I had better
be more concerned about putting out the fire than the new addition that I had
planned. That is what my main focus will on the here and now.

Scott Powell
Since the next ten year budget already passed at the last property owners

meeting, I will simply strive to ensure that we live within our means and adhere
as best as possible to the budget we all voted on and passed.

George Smith
No reply.

RN Smith
For the next 10 yrs the budget needs to be looked at every year and fol-

lowed. 

Ruth Sowers
One of my goals would be to attempt not to increase the annual assessment

every year. Many residents are on a fixed income or have only one income.
Everyone will be hit hard enough when the sewer assessment goes into effect.
I would do all I could to keep residents from moving due to the fact they can
no longer afford to live here.

Greg Wilkins
I believe that we have done a good job of meeting current expenses and

planning for future expenses to maintain our current status.  But we are just
maintaining current amenities, and not adding new amenities that other lake
communities enjoy such as community centers, swimming pools, improved
parks, streetlights and sidewalks.  I would focus on trying to get our tax dollars
funneled back into on our lake community.

3. With regards to our services, amenities, and aesthetic appeal,
what, if anything, would you like to see added, expanded, or updat-
ed?

Thomas Craig Chadwell
As far as aesthetic appeal, the totem poles near the entrances are in need of

repair, repainting, or replacement. I would like to see, as budgetary considera-
tions allow, our park areas improved and made more usable for all residents and
children. As for improvements, many other private lake communities have been
able to install/maintain swimming pools for resident access. I would like to see
a feasibility study to determine if it is something that might benefit the com-
munity yet would not be too large a financial burden to the community as a
whole.

Jennifer McCormack
There are many amenities and aesthetic appeal that I, as well as may other

residents have indicated they would like to see added, expanded or updated.
First would be new commercial playground equipment near the lodge, as well
as in a couple other park areas around the lake.  Plans are currently pending on
this project.  Other ideas of major interest include, placing a floating swim plat-
form at the beach, clean-up and updating of our two larger off-water park areas,
cleaning up the beach, the planting of bulbs and possibly wildflowers on the
levy, the installation of bluebird boxes in some of our green-spaces, building a
chipping/putting green in one of our green-spaces, and several other landscap-
ing/beautification projects in our common areas around the lake.  Several resi-
dents have expressed an interest in a community pool and a fitness center.
These ideas may look like a lot on paper, but I feel that many of them can be
accomplished if we use a little creativity and take a community-based
approach.

Emalena McCracken
Enforce current building permit rules and regulations. Reassign inspection

duties to lake manager. By doing so it will help maintain budget. More atten-
tion/funding should be paid to lake beautification projects.

Thomas Miller
Having worked for the Department of Natural Resources Division of Parks

and Recreation, some twenty years ago at the C.J. Brown Reservoir Park also
know as Buck Creek State Park in Springfield, Ohio.  I held a position in the
maintenance department in which I had daily duties in the upkeep and beauti-
fication of the park. I gained extensive training in the maintaining of public
parks.  Which I’m proud to say our Department was given awards yearly for
having one of the best-maintained parks in the state. We as a group took a lot
pride in our work and we were rewarded for it. I look back on my work histo-
ry and I have very fond memories of my position with ODNR maybe one of the
most rewarding jobs I ever had. That being said I think it is safe to say I have
some knowledge of how public areas should be maintained. Which brings me
to an area that I would like to see improved and if in fact can’t be improved
because of cost involved to make updates needed then change the way we
maintain these area. That being our picnic areas, I go by them every day and
shake my head, as long as I have lived here (fourteen years) I can’t remember
any of the following amenities needed for a nice family area, picnic tables,
trash cans, grills, and restroom facilities. If you don’t offer these minimal
amenities you really don’t have a family area at all, in my mind. Which might
explain why I have never, honestly never personally seen any group or family
use these areas. In fourteen years I find that pretty amazing. I’m still shaking
my head; so my thought is we can’t afford to offer these things we might as
well let some of the areas grow up and let the wildlife get some use out of them.
Which actually should save our community some monies on the cost of mow-
ing these areas. 

Scott Powell
I support the upgrade of our community spaces that include common dock

areas as well as the playground facilities. As long as it is within our means, I
would like to see these areas improved aesthetically as well as in functionality.

I also feel that our patrol services should not be patrolling property other

Continued on  page 14
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than CLPOA owned property (third shift patrols to Sommerford businesses)
and that we should use all money budgeted for lake patrol. For example, this
past summer the lake patrolling of the water seemed non-existent. I’m not say-
ing that we need water Gestapo but we do need basic water patrol presence to
prevent things such as juveniles swimming across the lake during an active
boating Saturday as happened this year.

George Smith
No reply.

RN Smith
No reply.

Ruth Sowers
I feel Choctaw Lake has too many dark spots, where there is no lighting at

all for a good distance. This is a real hazard for anyone walking at night as well
during inclement weather conditions. I think these could be prime areas for
criminal activities. More street lights should be installed.

Greg Wilkins
The very first time that I drove through Choctaw Lake I saw the boat stor-

age area and thought it detracted from the beauty of the Lake especially on such
a prime piece of property.  I would like to see it relocated to the land North East
of the damn.  I would like to make this storage area larger and open it up for
utility trailers, motor homes, etc.  The more trailers and motor homes we can
store in a remote area, the nicer our community would look and it would also
increase the boat storage revenue.  I would then like to sell the existing storage
area so that new homes could be built, thus increasing CLPOA revenue.  I
would also like to research the cost of sidewalks following the sewer installa-
tion.

4. What long-range goals should CLPOA focus on?

Thomas Craig Chadwell
It is important that Choctaw Lake stay prepared for the growth that is hap-

pening all around us. As Columbus encroaches and London expands, we need
to stay vigilant to maintaining the amount of privacy and the quality of the lake
that we are all accustomed to. It is equally important to realize that change and
growth will happen around us. Preparation for this growth should be a strong
long-term goal for the community and, therefore, for the CLPOA Board.

Jennifer McCormack
I have two long-range goals.  1.) To improve the relationship and line of

communication between the Board and the residents with the hope that resi-
dents will feel that their opinions really do matter and that they will be less hes-
itant about getting involved in projects they find important.  2.) To do as much
as possible to provide our community with the amenities and environment that
match our standard of living.  We are a unique community and our uniqueness
should not end with the lake itself.

Emalena McCracken
Do not irresponsibly spend Choctaw Lake residents’ money. Consider big

picture before making decisions and take care of all Choctaw residents equal-
ly. Eliminate good old boy club.

Thomas Miller
As I stated before I’m more concerned on what I can do today the short-

term. What kind of positive asset can I make right now?  But, to answer the
question directly as I see it is I feel CLPOA should focus on making this the
best community we can in order to insure a pleasurable, safe, healthy, afford-
able community that we can.

Scott Powell
Financially, we need to live within our budget and make sure we get three

bids for most work performed and to report that back to the property owners.
Communication need to be a constant effort to ensure proper reporting

back to property owners to allow for maximum feedback.

George Smith
No reply.

RN Smith
CLPOA. needs to focus on remaining a private community. This will ben-

efit all of the property owners

Ruth Sowers
I feel CLPOAshould concentrate on retaining current residents so we don’t

lose them due to rising costs.

Greg Wilkins
When I attended the first village meeting, I was a little concerned about the

privacy of the lake if we became a village.  After attending all the meetings, I
firmly believe that the privacy of the lake will increase if we become a village.
The revenue that the village would receive would go mainly into policing this
community thus eliminating most of CLPOA’s police expense.  CLPOA could
then increase the boat patrol keeping the lake safer and controlling who is using
the lake.  Becoming a village also gives us the ability to zone some of the land
around us thus giving us better control.  Some people keep asking what are the
negatives of becoming a village; I feel the biggest negative is our current situ-
ation.  Our tax dollars are leaving our community and we continue to increase
dues to pay for services (police and roads) that the tax dollars should have paid
for in the first place.  Becoming a village also eliminates our liability that we
have concerning our security officers.  I believe Roaming Shores has given us
a good vision of how a village and a lake association can coexist and can
improve the amenities of the village without raising dues.

5. What qualities do you possess which will make you an asset to
the Board?

Thomas Craig Chadwell
a) PERSONAL HISTORY: I am a London native who has also lived for

15 years in Columbus before retreating back “home” to this great com-
munity where I live with my wife, Beth, and 2-year old daughter,
C a s s a d y. My education includes coursework from Ohio State,
Columbus State, and from Mount Vernon Nazarene College (where I
earned my degree in Business Administration.) I am a part-time stay-
at-home Dad (my occupation of highest importance) and am self-
employed in web development, desktop publishing, and graphics
design. Community involvement and participation includes: Member
and Deacon at the First Presbyterian Church, member of the Madison
County Hospital Foundation Board, treasurer for London Players
Theater Group, member of the London Silver Coronet Band and the
Music Men Barbershop Quartet, and member of OSU Marching Band
(TBDBITL) Alumni/Active Band.

b) QUALITIES: The diversity of my educational and vocational back-
grounds (business management, computer technologies, marketing,
public relations, and journalism) would make me a well-rounded
Board Member. My thought processes enable me to reason my way
through most any issue with logic, while using creative problem solv-
ing to assess a resolution. This often helps determine a number of alter-
native solutions and, often, the best solution for a given problem. I
have the commitment and desire to ensure that Choctaw Lake remains
an outstanding place to raise a family. And as a fellow property owner,
I realize that every assessment dollar that is spent is hard-earned
money of mine, and of all other property owners here.

Jennifer McCormack
The qualities I possess that will make me an asset to the Board are I am

very outgoing and people-oriented, I am not afraid to stand up for what I
believe in and will give you my honest opinion/answer to a question if asked
for it.  History:  Started the Welcome Committee here at the Lake in August of
2000.  Conducted a survey to gauge resident s satisfaction with Lake Services
and amenities during summer of 2001.  Took initiative to get residents sharing
my mailbox area to chip in and replace the edging, add some new plants and
mulch the landscaped area near the mailboxes during the summer of 2001.

Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association (CLPOA)
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES
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Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association (CLPOA)
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES

Finally, currently in the middle of planning the design, purchase and installa-
tion of new playground equipment near the Lodge.

Emalena McCracken
I have been a Choctaw Lake resident for 32 years. I have volunteered thou-

sands of hours to help better our lake and community. I am a good listener and
enjoy working with people. I have been a Board member for 7 years and have
the experience to resolve residential complaints. Board members are voted on
by the people and should represent Choctaw residents’concerns. Rules need to
be followed or changed.

Thomas Miller
Please include personal history and goals. I’m going to keep this as short as

I can. Because I feel that a long winded answer on how great I am and what a
great asset I will be is up to the people of this community.  The people who know
me I feel confident that I will receive a lot of support not all, but a large major-
i t y. I think that’s great but what I really like about this is the people that I have
never spoken too that I don’t know at all the only thing they have to go on is the
way I answered these questions. Some I’m sure will say this guy is full of it,
while others may agree with some or part of my answers and want me to repre-
sent them on the Board. T h a t ’s what makes this a great country we are able to
vote and help make decisions within our communities. So if one decides to vote
for me great and if they don’t that’s great too at least they vote. Which shows a
concern on their part that they are interested enough in the community, on who
represents them and are intelligent enough to know their vote does count.

Scott Powell
My family and I bring a historical appreciation for life here at the lake. This

is evident by the fact that my wife (formally Teresa Ball) grew up out here as
well as I grew up in the area. 

Professionally, I have been in the law enforcement for over ten years and
have made my living dealing with people. Between my degree in Criminal
Justice and my experience I understand and appreciate the value of the com-
munity that we have here as Choctaw Lake. I would like to put my decade of
experience to work for our lake community to help improve where we call
home.

Additionally, I belong to that generation that learned with the landfill fight
that we had better get involved. I really appreciated being involved with the
ACRE Superbowl fund-raiser and meeting all the folks that cared enough to
fight for our community. I learned the voice of the people does matter and make

a difference if we all get involved. I hope to do my part and be involved as a
member of the lake board of trustees. 

George Smith
No reply.

RN Smith
I have lived at Choctaw Lake for 32 years. and have served as a  CLPOA.

board member, serving on many committees for the board of directors and the
Booster Club.

I have owned my own business for more than 20 years (R.N. Smith
Realty).

I am a past president of the London Chamber of Commerce.
I have designed and  built many homes in Choctaw Lake (R.N.Smith

Builders).
I have managed rentals in Choctaw Lake for absentee owner’s for several

years and own several rentals in Choctaw Lake
I have been an auctioneer for more than 30 yrs and work with Madison

County Sheriff department real estate sales.

Ruth Sowers
As a Trust Officer for a local financial institution and a former accountant

for the State of Ohio, I am sensitive to peoples wants, needs, concerns, etc. I
deal with people from all levels of authority and have learned how to arrive at
the best solution for all involved. I have several years experience working with
the government and judicial system. I feel that with my professional education,
professional and personal experiences, I would be a real asset to the CLPOA.

Greg Wilkins
My family has lived at the Lake for 11 years.  My wife Amy and I have two

children, Matt 7, and Lara 4.  We thoroughly enjoy the lake and all of our
friends that we have made over the years.  I have a B.S. in Business from The
Ohio State University.  I am the Purchasing Manager for a Columbus Builder
and Developer.  I am currently the Vice President of the Choctaw Lake Water
Ski Club.  I am open minded about new ideas, but feel that researching alter-
natives is extremely important to the decision making process.  I take great
pride in living in an active family-oriented community and will work hard in
pursuing avenues that will increase the amenities for the people who live here
without increasing the costs.

Patrol Report
by Chief John W. Rafferty

Reports
1. Vandalism
2. Property Damage
3. Theft
4. Attempted Suicide
5. Misuse of credit cards
6. Accidents – 3

Citations
1. Expired tags
2. F.R.A. suspension

Total dispatches................................................................................................48
Total traffic stops ............................................................................................. 5

Warnings ........................................................................................................4
Assists ..............................................................................................................90
Miles ...........................................................................................................6,761
Fuel used ............................................................................................552.6 gals.

NOVEMBER  2001

EDITOR
NEEDED

CLPOA is looking for
someone to be editor of The
Peace Pipe.

Please contact the
Choctaw office if you are
interested.

REMINDER
OUR SPEED LIMIT IS 25 MPH
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R.N. SMITH REALTY

R.N. SMITH DON MILLER

for making us the

#1 REAL ESTATE COMPANY
at Choctaw Lake for 2001!

WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO SERVING YOUR REAL
ESTATE NEEDS IN THIS NEW YEAR (2002)!

YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT IS MUCH APPRECIATED!
THANK YOU,

JANIE COX AL WILDERMAN
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The Children’s Play Group will be every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon at the Arrowhead.
Bring a blanket to sit on and a few toys for the children
to play with.

PLEASE DO NOT BRING SICK CHILDREN.
Any questions, call Mary Zawodny at 852-5900 or

Carey Belfie at 852-2692.

Tell Us a Story
We’ll print your story about your activities, achievements, opinions, and

just about anything else, but we can’t do it unless you provide us with the mate-
rial. Parents, dare we suggest you promote your child writing an article for T h e
Peace Pipe, or maybe they could submit a brief story written for school. Drop
your article off at the office. About 500 words is the suggested max. You can do
as other writers have done, use a pen name. That adds a touch of mystery to
your writing. It’s all for fun, and you gain great experience. We’re giving you a
great opportunity, don’t turn it down.

Put A Free Ad on the Young People’s Page
The Peace Pipe will print advertisements for services provided by grade

and high schoolers at no cost. Baby-sitting and cutting grass could bring you
some money, but will only bring you $$$’s if someone knows you do it. It pays
to advertise. Just give your phone number, age, service you provide, and any-
thing else you want people to know, to the Choctaw Office; we’ll do the rest.
R e m e m b e r, it doesn’t cost a thing but your time. 

Winter W ord Find
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Meet J.K. Rowling,
Author of Harry Potter

“The idea that we could have a child who escapes from the confines of the
world and goes somewhere where he has power, both literally and metaphori-
cally, really appealed to me.” Like that of her own character, Harry Potter, J.K.
Rowling’s life has the making for a fairy tale. Divorced, living on public assis-
tance in a tiny Edinburgh flat with her infant daughter, Rowling wrote Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone at a small café during her daughter’s naps —
and it was Harry Potter that rescued her and the Scottish Arts Council that gave
her a grant to finish the book. After its sale, the accolades began to pile up.
Harry Potter won The British Book Awards Children’s Book of the Year and
received rave reviews from both side of the Atlantic. Book rights have been
secured in England, France, Germany, Italy, Holland, Greece, Finland,
Denmark, Spain and Sweden.

A graduate of Exeter University, a teacher, and then an unemployed single
mom, Rowling wrote Harry Potter when “I was very low, and I had to achieve
something. Without the challenge, I would have gone stark raving mad.” But
Rowling has always written; her first book was called “Rabbit.” “I was about
six, and I haven’t stopped scribbling since.”

For Rowling, the change in her fortunes has been slightly bewildering. But
her daughter has no doubt about her mother’s new career: When asked what
mothers do, she replies without hesitation, “Mommies write!”

— From Scholastic Inc.

ACROSS
1. Justin Finch-Fletchley’s house.
4. Bewitched muggle’s _________ set.
5. Lockhart’s Travel with ___________.
7. Harry’s parents did, Harry did not.
9. Parseltongue _________ the chamber.

11. Bline arachnid.
13. Hagrid’s fate.
16. Harry Potter and the Chamber _______.
20. He’s Nearly Headless.
21. We’ll all __________ for Harry!
23. A Snitch is one.
24. The seven new Nimbus 2001 give the

Gryffindor team an ___________.

DOWN
1. The Sorting ___________.
2. Trading c ard chocolates.
3. Ron’s brother.
6. Lockhart tries to run away because he is this.
7. _________ Alley.
8. Muggle-born Parseltongue.

14. _________ Flavor Beans.
17. Weasley’s aged ow.
18. Professor Severus ___________.

1. 2. 3.

4.

5. 6. 7.

9.

8.

13.

16.

11.

14.

17. 18.

20.

21.

23. 24.
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Kids Make a Difference
Kids went into action immediately after the September 11 attacks. Some

began baking cookies to sell, others washed cars, while still more wrote the
firefighters and rescue workers tohow their support.

A dollar for life
For years, Afghanistans’s 10 million children have struggled through

drought, civil war, and h ardship under Taliban rule. Their battle to survive has
grown even more difficult in recent weeks, as American military forces con-
tinue to wage war on teh Taliban rules.

One in four Afghan children dies before his or her fifth birthday. One in
three Afghan children is an orphan. Almost half of all Afghan children suffer
from malnutrition.

President Bush has called on American children to help end the suffering
of Afghanistan’s youngest citizens. He’s asking kids across the U.S. to pitch in
a dollar — or whatever they can afford — to “America’s Fund for Afghan
Children.” The White House will send contributions to the American Red
Cross, which will help provide Afghan kids with desperately needed food, shel-
ter, and medicine.

In the first two weeks after the fund was created, kids across the United
States had already donated $580,000, according to the Red Cross. The kindness
of these children will give hope to the millions of Afghan children who now
face the threat of starvation.

“Americans are the most generous people on earth,” says President Bush.
“Our copassion and concern do not stop at our border. They reach the world.”

To find out more, check out the America’s Fund for Afghan Children web
site at http://www. w h i t e h o u s e . g o v / k i d s / c o n n e c t i o n / 2 0 0 11012.html or
http://kidsfund.recross.org/.

Make lapel pins
You can also make lapel pins with red, white, and blue ribbons toohand out

to friends and family.Your entire class can make the pins to give to other class-
es to wear in support of America. You can use three-color ribbon, or a strip of
each color. Twist them together and either pin or staple them into a loop. The
loops pin easily to lapels with safety pins and are a good way to show your
patriotism.

Raising Money
Organize an event, such as a bake sale or car wash, at your school to raise

money for surviving family members. Well-known charities, such as the United
Way and the American Red Cross, have set up special relief funds to aid sur-
viving family memembers of the World Trade Center disaster. To learn how to
donate money, tools, and supplies to these and other organizations, log on to
www.helping.org.
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Answer to Winter Word Find

A skunk sat on a stump and thunk the
stump stunk,

but the stump thunk the skunk stunk.
——————————
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pep -

p e r s .
Did Peter Piper pick a peck of pickled

p e p p e r s ?
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled

p e p p e r s ,
w h e re ’s the peck of pickled peppers Peter

Piper picked?
——————————
Betty Botter had some butter,
“But,” she said, “this butter’s bitter.
If I bake this bitter butter,
it would make my batter bitter.
But a bit of better butter—
that would make my batter better. ”

So she bought a bit of butter,
better than her bitter butter,
and she baked it in her batter,
and the batter was not bitter.
So ‘twas better Betty Botter
bought a bit of better butter.
———————————
A big black bug bit a big black bear,
made the big black bear bleed blood.
——————————
She sells sea shells by the sea shore .
The shells she sells are surely seashells.
So if she sells shells on the seashore ,
I’m sure she sells seashore shells.
———————————
A Tudor who tooted a flute
tried to tutor two tooters to toot.
Said the two to their tutor,
“Is it harder to toot
or to tutor two tooters to toot?”
——————————
I am not the pheasant plucker,
I’m the pheasant plucker’s mate.
I am only plucking pheasants
’cause the pheasant plucker’s running late.
——————————

Try These Terrific Tongue Twisters
A flea and a fly flew up in a flue.
Said the flea, “Let us fly!”
Said the fly, “Let us flee!”
So they flew through a flaw in the flue.
——————————

Lesser leather never weathered wetter
weather better.

——————————
A bitter biting bittern
Bit a better brother bittern,
And the bitter better bittern
Bit the bitter biter back.
And the bitter bittern, bitten,
By the better bitten bittern,
Said: “I’m a bitter biter bit, alack!”
——————————
M r. See owned a saw.
And Mr. Soar owned a seesaw.
Now See’s saw sawed Soar’s seesaw
B e f o re Soar saw See,
Which made Soar sore .
Had Soar seen See’s saw
B e f o re See sawed Soar’s seesaw,
S e e ’s saw would not have sawed
S o a r’s seesaw.
So See’s saw sawed Soar’s seesaw.
But it was sad to see Soar so sore
Just because See’s saw sawed
S o a r’s seesaw!
——————————
Friendly Frank flips fine flapjacks.
——————————
Vincent vowed vengence very vehemently.
——————————
I cannot bear to see a bear
Bear down upon a hare .
When bare of hair he strips the hare ,
Right there I cry, “Forbear!”
——————————
G e rt i e ’s great-grandma grew aghast at

G e rt i e ’s grammar.
——————————
Tim, the thin twin tinsmith
——————————
Fat frogs flying past fast.
——————————
How much wood would a woodchuck

c h u c k
if a woodchuck could chuck wood?
He would chuck, he would, as much as he

c o u l d ,
and chuck as much wood as a woodchuck

w o u l d
if a woodchuck could chuck wood.
——————————
Ruby Rugby’s brother bought and bro u g h t

h e r
back some rubber baby-buggy bumpers.
——————————
Sly Sam slurps Sally’s soup.
——————————
Which witch wished which wicked wish?
——————————

Old oily Ollie oils old oily autos.
—————————— 
Twelve twins twirled twelve twigs.
—————————— 



20 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, January 2002

Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

740-852-9543

www.london.lib.oh.us

Enjoy Some Great Books
If you made a New Year’s resolution to take more time for yourself, books

can be great nourishment for the soul. Whether you choose nonfiction, or self-
help, or the latest fiction titles, you’re in for a treat if you take the time to read
more in 2002.

And along with that, why not go to the ultimate indulgence and be a part
of the Library’s book reading club? The Library interloans the books so you
don’t have to buy them. Each month Gary Branson, the library’s resident fic-
tion guru, selects books with intriguing discussion possibilities.

On January 8, you are invited to discuss To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper
Lee. It is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of grow-
ing up.

On February 12, the book club will discuss Family Blessings. In this arrest-
ing novel by LaVyrle Spencer, ordinary people come to grips with real prob-
lems. The story will likely revive memories for you of the loss of loved ones,

The 7th and 8th grade gifted students of Mrs. Phyllis Swartz look at the angles of light in Point of View by Christopher Ries. The crystal sculpture
is now on display in the Library’s reference room.

Quick Links to Music Web Sites
BigBands Database: http://info.net

Ultimate Band List: http://ubl.com/

Lyrics.com: www.lyrics.com

Classical Net: www.classical.net

Jazz Online: www.jazzonln.com

Country.com: www.country.com

OperaWeb: www.opera.it/English/OperaWeb.html

AMG’s All Music Guide:http://allmusic.com

Quick Links to Book Web Sites
Amazon.com: www.amazon.com
Barnes & Noble: www.bn.com
Bookwire: www.bookwire.com
Cluelass: www.cluelass.com
Romance Writers of America:

www.rwanational.com
Publisher’s Weekly:

www.publishersweekly.com
Borders Bookstore:  www.borders.com

Library Web Site Links You to
the Hottest Entertainment

If you’re looking for music or entertainment web sites, you’ll find a useful
collection when you visit the London Public Library at www.london.lib.oh.us.
You’ll find quick links to the following when you check out “New Releases.”

WE’VE GOT A
FREE

LIBRARY CARD
FOR YOU

Stop by the London Public Library to get it. Then enjoy free books,
videos, tapes and special programs for you and your children!

LONDON PUBLIC LIBRARY
20 East First Street, London, Ohio 43140 • 852-9543

and ultimately give you a resolution of feelings and a sense of peace.
Rabbit Redux will be discussed on March 13. The assumptions and obses-

sions that control our daily lives are explored in tantalizing detail by master
novelist John Updike in this wise, witty, and sexy story. Harry Angstrom —
known to all as Rabbit, one of America’s most famous literary characters —
finds his dreary life shattered by the infidelity of his wife. How he resolves or
further complicates his problems makes this a memorable novel.

The book club meets at 7 pm. Advance registration is not needed.
To learn more about the individual books selected, click on “Book Club”

on the Library’s web page; the address is www.london.lib.oh.us.

Tour Europe on January 24
Ever dreamed of touring Europe? On a bicycle?
See a fascinating perspective of central Europe as seen by bicyclist Eric

Peterson of Holland Tours. Peterson will share an insider’s view from his tours
through the vineyards of Italy, the hills of Austria, the cobblestones of Germany
- and more. It’s the perfect slide show getaway for a cold winter’s night.

Peterson (you may know his sister, local travel agent Suzy Stokes) has trav-
eled extensively on his bike across Europe, as a customer of a touring compa-
ny, with friends and on solo trips. He will bring you up close to the sights of
Europe via his leisurely, intimate excursions. In this interesting and informative
program he will tell you what to look for as you choose a trip and give tips for
preparing to go overseas. He will share the benefits and pitfalls of self-guided
itineraries, van supported inn-to-inn tours, and other options.

Whether you’d like to take a cycling trip, or love the romance of Europe,
or are simply looking for an evening out, plan now to attend this free program
at the Library at 7 pm on January 24.  Call the library at 852-9543 or stop by
to register.
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Using this questionnaire, the London Public Library will gather data from the community about its services.

Library Wants Your Opinions!
How well does the London Public Library meet your needs for leisure reading materials? Reference? Childrens’s materials?
If you responded, you’re well on your way to completing a simple one-page survey for the Library. Starting November 10, volunteers with Friends of the

Library will be around town collecting opinions from community members.  The Library will use the information it collects for planning purposes. All input is
appreciated, including comments from non-Library users.

1. How well does the Library meet your needs for

A)  Leisure reading materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

B) Reference materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

C) Children’s materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

2. How would you rate the staff’s level of helpfulness?

■ Excellent ■ Good ■ Average ■ Poor

3. Would you like to see more materials/resources at the Library? Which Ones? (Check all that apply.)

■ Fiction ■ Non-Fiction ■ Music CDs ■ Newspapers ■ Large Print ■ Reference

■ Meeting Rooms ■ Magazines ■ Books on Tape ■ Children’s ■ Quiet Area ■ Videos

■ Programs & Special Events ■ Genealogy ■ Computers ■ Other _______________________________________________________

4. What are your top 3 reasons for coming to the Library:

1)______________________________________   2)__________________________________________   3) _____________________________________________

5. In the past year, where have you read, seen or heard information about the Library? (Check all that apply.)

■ Internet ■ Peace Pipe ■ Word of mouth ■ At the library ■ Posters ■ Television

■ Friend’s Newsletter ■ Madison Press ■ School ■ Madison Messenger ■ Other ________________________________

6. Would you like to see the Library increase in size?

■ No, current size is fine ■ Yes, at its current location             ■ Yes, at any suitable location

7. If you could make any changes at the Library, what would they be?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How often do you use the Library? ■ 0 times/year ■ 1-12 times/year ■ 13-24 times/year ■ more than 24 times/year

9. If you do NOT, or rarely, use the Library, why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

740-852-9543

www.london.lib.oh.us

Age Group

■ Under 18

■ 18-29

■ 30-39

■ 40-49

■ 50-59

■ 60 or older

Gender

■ Male

■ Female

Annual Household
Income

■ <$10,000

■ $10,000 - $20,000

■ $20,001 - 35,000

■ $35,001 - $60,000

■ $60,001 - 75,000

■ >$75,0001

Race

■ Caucasian

■ African-American

■ Asian

■ Hispanic

■ Native American

■ Other

Do You?

■ Own Home

■ Rent

Registered Voter in
London School District?

■ Yes

■ No

FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY. Please tell us about yourself.

Thank you.
Your input is very important

to us. Please use the space at right
if you would like to make any
additional comments.
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THE MONTHLY CALENDAR
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JANUARY 2002

8 9

15

22

Karate (L) 6:00 p.m.
Water Board Mtg. (CR)

7:00 p.m.
Village Mtg. (L) 7:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L) 6:00 p.m.
Board Mtg. (CR) 7 pm

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

New Year’s Day

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

17

24

10

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Seniors (A)
12 noon

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Peace Pipe
Deadline18

25

28 30 31

11 12

13 14 19

20 21 26

27 29

6 7

532 41

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.

16

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

WALLS & BENNETT REALTY
AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED AFFILIATE OF KING THOMPSON REALTORS.

1-800-640-2189

DEBI GLENN
CHOCTAW LAKE SPECIALIST
CHOCTAW LAKE RESIDENT

Debi’s Awards and Accomplishments include:
• Columbus Board of Realtors $10 Million Club
• Ohio Association of Realtors President’s Sales Club Award 1992-2000
• Co-founder and Past President of Madison County Area Realtor’s Association
• Past President of American Business Women’s Association — Columbus, Ohio
• Women’s Council of Realtors
• Choctaw Lake’s Top Salesperson

“Proven Performance… Not Promises”

To reach PAGER HOME E-MAIL

Debi, call…. 614-332-3130 740-852-0924 debiglenn@dragonbbs.com
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NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $150.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Word (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

3161 Old Columbus Road, London, Ohio 43140

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

CLASSIFIEDS

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

740-852-2509

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

DON MILLER
Realtor

740-852-4416

FOR SALE
BOAT LIFT

97 Hewitt Aluminum, 3000# capacity
22 x 10 Beige Canopy &

Centering Guides
Retails for $3,600 - Asking $2,000 OBO

614-878-0255

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

FEBRUARY
MARCH

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

JANUARY 18
FEBRUARY 18

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be
authored by an individual, should be understood to
have been published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of print -
ing other than remuneration from Central Ohio
Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Central Ohio
Printing Corp. (The Madison Press), London, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 7510 Van Wagener Road,
London, OH 43140, 740-852-5753, fbdatz@qn.net.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for February.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is January 18.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster.................................................................Chantal Weldon (852-2082)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers....................................................Mary Atchison (852-5430)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club....................................................................Brian Killian (852-3783)

INFORMATION
REGARDING

YOUR WATER
FLORIDE 1.25 m/l

SODIUM .25 m/l

HARDNESS 370  m/l  28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occur-
ring and nothing is added.

James Moran,
Utility Superintendent

To place your classified ad, call 852-2593.



2001 Committees

Board Committees
Beautification .............................................Emalena McCracken, Andy Mauck
Lake, Drainage & Roads ..............................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake
Public Relations & Publications.........Terry LaPrise, Brad Couch, Bob Cordes
Recreation .................................................................... Jim Shade, Steve Blake
House/Office.................................................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake
Land/Facility Use .................Terry LaPrise, Brian Throckmorton, Brad Couch

Standing Commitees
Audit..............................................................................................Gary Swisher
Nominating....................................................................................Dan Atchison
Ballot Counting .........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2444
E-mail: clpoa@qn.net  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino.............................................................................................................Lake Manager

John Rafferty .............................................................................................................Patrol Leader

Carla Dye...............................................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino .................................................................................................Part-time Secretary

Jerry Downing.............................................................................................Maintenance Manager

James Moran ...............................................................................................Utility Superintendent

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday ................................................................................................12:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday...............................................12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

The Peace Pipe
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association
2875 Oneida Drive
London, OH 43140

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2001-2002

Jim Zawodny (2002) President 852-5900

Bill Laney (2004) Vice President 852-0634

Terry LaPrise (2003) Secretary 852-8892

Brian Throckmorton (2002) Treasurer 852-5871

James Shade (2003) 852-2783

Steve Blake (2003) 852-0209

Andy Mauck (2004) 852-3133

Brad Couch (2004) 845-1499

Emalena McCracken (2002) 852-1095

———————————————
Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Steve Blake President 852-0209

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Bill Laney 852-0634

Ernie Sparks 852-1949
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