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Distinguished Service Award

Sandy Couch and Mary Frea

Terry LaPrise and Bob Hackett

Tecumseh AwardManager’s Report
by John A. Cimino

As always the Booster Club put on a fantastic Christmas dinner and the
entertainment provided by the group Assurance from the High St. Church of
the Nazarene in Springfield was really good. A special congratulations to the
recipients of this year’s awards. The Booster Clubs Distinguished Service pre-
sented to Mary Frea and the C.L.P.O.A. Board of Trustees Tecumseh Award to
Mr. Robert Hackett. And a special thanks to Hospice on the great job they do
decorating the lodge every year for the holidays.

If you are unaware the Sewer project is slated to start in March of this year
and will have a 15 to 18 month construction time frame.  Billing for this proj-
ect will not start until the sewer project is complete.

If you’re wondering what is going on in the park area by the dam, your
Maintenance Department is building a sea wall to help protect this area from
erosion. They are also going to build a deck or walkway over this seawall.

You will be receiving your ballot forms this month for the C.L.P.O.A.
Board of Trustees Election. We will need to elect 3 qualified candidates for a
3-year term. You may vote for one, two, or three candidates.

Have a safe and prosperous New Year.

D e c e m b e r 4th Special Pro p e rt y
O w n e r s ’ Meeting  

The Choctaw Lake Property Owners’ Meeting was held at the Lodge and
attended by 195 property owners.  A quorum was present.

A roll call of Board members was taken as follows:  Bill Laney:  present,
Terry LaPrise:  excused, Brad Couch:  present, Jim Shade:  present, A n d y
Mauck:  present, Steve Blake:  present, Em McCracken:  present, Bob Smith:
present, Greg Wilkins:  present.  Don Gregory, A t t o r n e y, was also present.

The meeting was called to order by Bill Laney at 7:40pm. 
The first issue on the agenda was the Cobra Car Show and Exhibition.
Bob Smith opened the discussion stating that proceeds from the Exhibition

would be dedicated strictly for road assessments.   The approximate cost per lot
owner would be $824 for road assessments.  Bob Smith, Lot 717, made a
Motion to proceed with the Cobra Car Show and Exhibition in partnership with
Cystic Fibrosis.  At the time when the Choctaw Board feels the project is not in
the best interests of Choctaw, they, by majority vote, are empowered to termi-
nate the relationship. The Motion was seconded by John Mills Lot 461.  T h e
Motion was opened for discussion.  Ed Combs made a presentation including
some of the history of previous Cobra events - this one is specifically for Cystic
Fibrosis.  Mr. Combs covered details including but not limited to the course

See Property Owners continued on  page 15
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Dear Choctaw Lake Property Owners:
Below are the responses to a questionnaire completed by each of the candidates wishing to serve as members of the Choctaw Lake Property Owners

Association Board. There are three vacancies on the nine-member board to be filled.
An office on the CLPOA Board is a three-year commitment, at most, and requires much time, leadership, listening, decision making, and communication

skills to represent the approximately 800 paid members of the Association and their families.
Please read each candidate’s answers, call them if you wish, and most importantly VOTE when you receive your ballot in the mail.
Board Candidates are: Rick Ballard, Steve Blake, Keely Carabin, Ken Ferguson, Jennifer McCormack, Kimberly Ness, Dave Osbun, George Peyton,

Dick Smith, and Ruth Sowers.
Nominating Committee: Saundra LaPrise — Chairman, Dan Atchison, Pat Campbell, and Roger Shyrock

RESPONSES

Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association (CLPOA)
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES

1. What issues or concerns (by-laws, deed restrictions, roads,
dogs, maintenance, security, etc.), if any, do you feel CLPOA needs
to address better:

BALLARD
Unlike many other established communities, our community continues see

many major changes.  Projects such as the sewer system, road repair and the
purchase of additional land can all dramatically affect our quality of life.  For
those projects that have been identified, the Board needs to continue to follow
a Ten Year Plan because it provides a means of addressing the project list in an
orderly way.   For other unplanned, unexpected projects, the Board must do a
better job of communicating to all property owners clearly and in simple terms
when changes needs to be made, at what cost and in what time frame.  Also,
the Board needs to search for ways to make two-way communications easier
and more efficient.  The fact that it is difficult to get a quorum at many of the
semi-annual meetings says something about the level of interest most people
have in the issues as they are presented. 

BLAKE
I would like to see CLPOA do a better job of informing the Choctaw Lake

community and keeping the community involved in the CLPOA activities.

CARABIN
Two positive, yet very costly, expenditures face Choctaw residents in the

near future: the sewer project and roads. I am very concerned that we are less
than a year away from the beginning of the sewer project and, as homeowners,
we do not know what costs will be incurred. I’ve heard rumors, but nothing
concrete. Then shortly thereafter, we will be faced with the road project. Again,
possible costs, but nothing specific. As homeowners, how can we plan for these
large expenditures if the information is not available?

Security — Generally speaking, security measures in place serve the com-
munity well. However, during the summer months, there must be an increased
patrol presence on the lake.

FERGUSON
The current CLPOA board is addressing the issues and concerns. If elect-

ed, my job will be to continue these efforts. The decisions I make will be for
the community as a whole, not individuals.

McCORMACK
By-laws and deed restrictions need to be very concisely written, leaving no

room for personal interpretation. They must say exactly what they mean and
mean what they say. It would be nice if the current text could be reviewed and
up-dated/clarified as needed. We need to be very careful about adding future
by-laws and deed restrictions. Offering an internship to a criminal justice major
could assist summer Water Patrol. This would offer needed coverage at mini-
mal expense, freeing patrol to their regular duties. With some creative land-
scaping and mulching, we could eliminate some of the maintenance staff’s
work (mainly mowing).

NESS
My present concern is the planning, installation, maintenance, and opera-

tion of sewers at Choctaw Lake. The decisions and actions made now will
affect Choctaw Lake and its residents, today and far into the future. I worked
as an Environmental Engineer for the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
and dealt with many environmental projects from the design stage to comple-

tion. Let my knowledge and experience help guide our project through to a suc-
cessful completion.

OSBUN
The association does an excellent job addressing the ongoing concerns of

the residents. Like any public or private organizations we have plenty of room
for improvement.

• The West Nile Virus the community was exposed to last summer most
likely will be back again next year. We as community can limit our
exposure to this virus by taking a few proactive steps. Lakes are typi-
cally not major mosquito breeding areas if they contain fish and are
free of weeds, algae or floating debris in which mosquito larvae can
hide. The problem is the ditches that have standing water and raw
waste from home owner’s aeration systems. These systems are not
working properly and the ditches need to be cleaned out. If the home
owner does not take action we as an association must correct the prob-
lem at the home owners expense. 

• I believe we need to do a better job of enforcing the by-laws regarding
the storage of trash on individual’s property. This includes the removal
of cars not parked on paved lots, and old building materials.

• Enforce the speed limit of watercraft during peak times during the
weekends. It is not a case of if a serious accident will occur, but when.
During the weekends in the summer we have more boats, and Personal
Water Crafts than the lake can support. 

PEYTON
Actually I believe the board is doing a fine job. Some of the needs that

might be improved are areas like additional boat & RV storage, additional
playground facilities for the children in some of the common areas, the possi-
bility of a community pool (even if the YMCA is approved) and road mainte-
nance. I understand some of these areas are already under discussion.

SMITH
I think CLPOA does a great job in addressing issues and concerns.

Sometimes, the communications could be better on the bigger issues such as
conversion to Village status. This is an extremely important topic of major
long-range importance to all of us. An independent group, hired by the Board,
needs to look at this, prepare the pros and cons in plain English and then hold
Community forums on the subject. I’ve attended meetings on it and, along with
many others have come away confused and polarized. It is extremely important
financially and would have a profound effect on how this Community operates
in the years ahead.

SOWERS
No response

2.  What would be your goals relative to the next ten-year financial
plan?

BALLARD
Our current Ten-Year Plan, the first, was a good step in the right direction.

It puts into perspective the various steps we want to take to not only maintain
the investment we have in our community, but also improve it.  However, I
think we need to decide where we want our community to be in the next ten

See Candidates continued on  page 10
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Meriwether Lewis William Clark

Part 17

Ft. Clatsop, Oregon
by Bob Cordes

D e c e m b e r, 1805: The Corps of Discovery, led by
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, quickly went about the
task of building a fort as their home for the winter. Trading
with the Clatsop and other Indians continued.  It is likely the
Indians helped to construct the fort in exchange for the pre-
cious dwindling inventory owned by the Corps.  Even the but-
tons from their Army uniforms were traded to the Indians.  

The fort would be 50-feet-square, not much room for 33
people and Lewis’dog.  Along one side would be four rooms.
They were for (in this order): storage; the three sergeants and
possibly the slave York; Lewis and Clark; and the
Charbonneau family of Touissant, Sacagawea, and baby Jean
Baptiste.  Across from those rooms were three rooms for the
remainder of the Corps, still all within the fort.  

All rooms had fireplaces.  A very large one for cooking
was at the Captains’ room.  A guard shack was located just
outside the sergeants’ room, ... easy for alerting the sergeants
if necessary. The roof sloped toward the small parade field in
the center of the fort so that the tallest wall would be toward
the outside to discourage Indians from scaling it.    

The journals often tell of the misery inflected upon the
Corps by fleas in the cramped quarters.  The people often
could not sleep through the night.  Fleas were in their buffalo
blankets and their deer skins.  Adding to the misery was the
rain.  It rained on 96 of their 108 days in the fort, they stayed

there until March 23, 1806.  The fort is 22 miles from the
Pacific on a tidal stream.

Next time,
Part 18:
Wi n t e r
A c t i v i t i e s

This is a replica of Fort Clatsop near Astoria, Oregon, based upon journals of the expedi-
tion.  It was built in 1955.  The photo clearly shows the tall exterior walls and the sloping
roof which dumped rain into the center of the fort. 

This postcard photo shows an actress portraying Sacagawea with
“Pomp” on her back.  They are outside the Charbonneau family room
within the fort.  In the background is the large cooking fireplace of
Lewis’ room and the small guardshack. 

Ft. Clatsop, Oregon

Ft. Clatsop
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MABE’S
CLOTHING & ATHLETIC APPAREL

School Accessories

Alfred Dunner Coordinates

18 South Main Street
London, Ohio 43140

740-852-1262

rames
By Choice

109 S. Main Street
London, Ohio 43140

740-852-3775
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

If it’s worth remembering...
It’s worth framing!

Banking. Investments. Insurance.

61 South Main Street
London, OH 43140

Happy New Year

62 SOUTH MAIN STREET, LONDON, OH 43140

January Clearance Sale
In Progress

ASK ABOUT OUR LAYAWAY AND FREE GIFT WRAP.
—— HOURS ——

MONDAY - THURSDAY 10-8
FRIDAY 10-6 • SATURDAY 10-5

740-852-2522

¥ Investments
¥ Mortgages
¥ Insurance
¥ Long-term Care
¥ Pre-paid Legal
¥ Annuities
¥ Education Savings

Matt Calhoun  •  Chad Hummell
58 E. High Street, London, OH

STARR
TROPHY

& AWARDS
15 South Main Street
London, OH 43140

Sole Distributor in the London area for

CATS’ MEOW
MADISON COUNTY

BICENTENNIAL BARN

Other Bicentennial Items...
Bears, Coins, Pictures

“A Unique Shopping Experience”

O’Connor’s
Office Product and Printing
Free Delivery on All Orders

60 West High Street
(Just west of the Courthouse)

Delivering to Choctaw Lake Every Evening

“Why go on-line, or deal with an 800 number when
you can get the same savings from a local store?”

— Owned by a Choctaw Lake resident —

Save time and money by ordering from O’Connor’s.
Over 46,000 items available (usually the next day)

(740) 852-0304
Your Single Source For All Office Needs

O’Connor’s — “We Deliver”
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

CHOCTAW BOOSTER

L
A
K
E

C
L
U
B

2002 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS
President .......................................................................Sandi Couch (845-1499)
Vice President ....................................................... Chantal Weldon (852-2082)
Treasurer ............................................................................. Anamarie Hawkins
Secretary.........................................................................Twila Boyd (845-0074)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Dec. 31 New Yearís Eve Event Laura Hotchkiss and Susan Malon

Jan. 2 Booster Meeting all welcome

Jan. 3 OSU Football  Party Scott Powell

Feb. 6 Booster Meeting all welcome

Mar. 6 Booster Meeting all welcome

Mar. 14 Spring Craft Bazaar — Set Up Needed

Mar. 15 Spring Craft Bazaar Needed

April 2 Booster Meeting all welcome

April 19 Easter Egg Hunt all welcome

May 1 Booster Meeting all welcome

May 19 Community Garage Sale all welcome

We will need chairpersons for events in the future.  Please feel free to join the
fun of organizing and participating in some of these events.  If you have any
suggestions about the above or any ideas on new events, please call Booster
President Sandi Couch at 845-1499.  We are always open to new ideas.

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, January 2nd at 7:00 p.m. in the

Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to attend. If anyone is interested in
participating in the Booster Club, please contact Sandi Couch at 845-1499.

2003 WINTER
BOWLING LEAGUE

Do you suffer from the winter blues?

Do you need a little winter socializing?

Do you just need to knock something over?

THEN JOIN CHOCTAW LAKE’S BOWLING LEAGUE!!!
SEASON STARTS JANUARY 9

LEAGUE PLAYS EVERY OTHER SATURDAY
$20/COUPLE (PER SESSION — COVERS YEAR-END PARTY)

CALL PAUL OR SHELLEY JONES
AT 852-4053 FOR DETAILS.

Choctaw Community
Football

National Championship Fiesta!

At Choctaw Lodge from 8pm-1am
on Friday Jan. 3rd

FREE ADMISSION

Join your fellow OSU Buckeye fans and Cheer on the
Bucks as they try for their first national
Championship in 31 years!

8 x 10 foot Big Screen TV provided along with table
and chairs

Bring your own food, beverage and table service

This is a casual “come as you are” eat before, during
or after OSU Party.

Sponsored by the Choctaw Lake Boosters
Scott Powell, Chairmen

Earn Extra Money!

Log onto:

moneymakingmoms.com

Elaine F. Miller
740-852-4416 elainemiller831@hotmail.com

CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@qn.net or check us out at

www.lakechoctaw.com
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Booster Club
Christmas Dinner

Entertainment
by Assurance

Kid’s table

Forest Weldon
with Santa

photos by
John Cimino
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by Bob Cordes 

About one year from now, you are going to be
hearing a lot about Meriwether Lewis and Wi l l i a m
Clark. And why? Because they and the Corps of
Discovery can rightfully be called our last great
explorers until the time of space exploration. Next
year is the bicentennial of the start of their jour-
n e y. 

Hopefully you are aware that a monthly series
in The Peace Pipe is following their expedition
across the northwestern United States. So far, the
series has taken us halfway ... to the Pacific Ocean
... and their return is as exciting as their way west. 

Their journey took about 22 years, and there
was not the global satellite positioning system nor
the communication system we have today. Yet,
THEY MADE IT!! 

The first national event relating to their journey
is this month on January 18 at Monticello, Virginia;
the home of Thomas Jefferson. 

During our nation’s salute to these explorers,
300 men have volunteered to re-enact the Corps‚
journey. They will rotate in and out of the trip for
one- to three-week intervals, taking their vacation
time to copy the 1804-1806 trip from St. Charles,
Missouri to the Pacific Ocean and back. One of the
volunteers is St. Louisan Charles Clark, the great-
great-great-grandson of William Clark. A teacher is
taking a sabbatical so that he might play the role of
Meriwether Lewis during the entire three years. 

Indian tribes will feed the re-enactors as they
did for the original expedition. The Shoshones and
Mandan-Hidatsa will choose a person to portray
Sacagawea. 

There are various sources for those who want
to know more about the courageous original group.
And many events are scheduled for the bicentenni-
al. As an example, a $6.3 million exhibit of their
journey will be at the Missouri History Museum in
St. Louis’Forest Park from Jan. 14 through Sept. 6,
2004. That is the first of only five stops; the last

being at the Smithsonian Institution from May to
September, 2006. 

Among the 500 artifacts to be shown are the
telescope used by Lewis and the elkskin-bound
field journal used by Clark. There will also be the
letter of credit from President Thomas Jefferson
which the Corps had for help along the way and to
obtain supplies. American Indian garb will also be
featured. 

Many large events are planned. If all goes as
planned, the President of the United States along
with leaders of France and Spain will re-enact the
signing of the Louisiana Purchase. The U.S.
acquired 900,000 square miles of western land for
about $15 million in 1803 from the purchase.
Jefferson then sent Lewis and Clark to find out
what he had bought. 

The series in The Peace Pipe tells of our coun-
try’s past while at the same time informing readers
of items which will be publicized nationally as the
bicentennial celebration unfolds.

What Goes With This Lewis and Clark Stuff?
National Bicentennial Celebration Begins Next Year

LONDON CONSTRUCTION
NOW SCHEDULING FOR BOAT

DOCKS OF ALL TYPES.
— Custom built for you. —

I will gladly show anybody
interested in a dock, deck, or

slip with a lift, that the ones we
have built are built to last.

Come see for yourself.

London construction also offering…
• Cedar Siding • Vinyl Siding •

Replacement Windows •
Entry Doors • Roofing

852-3688
Mike • 740-225-1737

Holiday Piano Recital
Choctaw Lake students participated in a

Holiday Piano Recital at the London Public
Library on December 5th.

Courtney and Tadd Bailey opened the pro-
gram with a lovely duet rendition of the
Christmas Song. Two other duets were per-
formed by Sarah Bird and Aiyana Moore. All stu-
dents played solo numbers.

Samantha Mason delighted the crowd with
strains from “The Sound of Music” and little sister Shelby
Mason, just beginning lessons, chimed in with some Christmas favorites.

Good work, kids!

Donate your Christmas Tree
The CLPOAFish Committee would like to have a few used Christmas

trees to place in deep parts of the lake for fish structure.  You can drop
your used trees off at the recycling bin on the East side by the dam.  Or if
you would like for us to pick it up at your house, contact Geon & Cheryl
Calis at 852-1191. 

PROFESSIONAL
SEAMSTRESS

All Alterations Specializing in Formal Wear

Elaine Miller Choctaw Lake
852-4416 starmiller@core.com

Clip this coupon for $5.00 OFF 

STAY-AT-HOME MOMS & CAREGIVERS
Playgroup at Arrowhead is being changed from Wednesday

morning 10:00 am to 12 noon to Thursday mornings 10:00 am
to 12 noon. This change will take effect starting January 9. This
change is being made due to low fall attendance on
Wednesdays and also to allow people to attend Storytime at the
London Public Library. If you are new to the lake or have never
attended playgroup and are interested, please come join us for
some informal fun! All we ask is that you bring a couple of toys
from home to share with the other children in attendance.

If you have questions or need further information, please
call Jennifer McCormack at 852-3095. We look forward to get-
ting the group us and going again!
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It’s the law...
Walkers and joggers shall face oncoming traffic; bicyclists shall ride with vehicular traffic.

CALL DEBI GLENN
Multi-Million Dollar Producer!

OFFICE: 740-852-3333
MOBILE: 614-332-3130
HOME: 740-852-0924
TOLL FREE: 800-640-2189
EMAIL: debiglenn@dragonbbs.comDEBI GLENN

— PROVEN PERFORMANCE — NOT PROMISES —

experience the difference
between acceptable and

exceptional!
call debi glenn!

“YOUR RESIDENT PROFESSIONAL”
AND

“CHOCTAW LAKE SPECIALIST”

WALLS &
BENNETT

REALTY, INC.

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

367 Brian & Lisa Pressel &
William Moran 1241 Chickasaw Dr Beth Watkins

734 Thomas & Marsha Gibson 2076 Palouse Dr Kamil Kaloush

887 Lance & Joanne Detrick 2293 Pawnee Dr Richard & Tamara Turpening

Patrol Report

NOVEMBER 2002
ACTIVITIES

Dispatches ...............................31
Assistance .............................742
Open Doors ...............................1
Criminal Mischief .....................0
Vandalism..................................0
Theft ..........................................0
Assault.......................................0
Burglary ....................................1
Stolen Cars ................................0
Harassment................................1
Drugs.........................................0
C.C.W........................................0
Domestics..................................2
Alarm Drops .............................0
Prowler ......................................0
Curfew.......................................0
Dogs ..........................................2
Sus. Vehicles .............................2
Susp. Persons ............................4
Squad Runs ...............................5
Fire Runs ...................................1
Code 10 .....................................2
Misdemeanor Arrests ................2
Felony Arrests ...........................0

TRAFFIC
Speed Warnings.......................23
Parking Warnings ......................0
Stop Sign ...................................0
No Lights ...................................0
Reckless Operation....................0
License Violation.......................0
Accidents ...................................2
D.U.I. .........................................0

PATROL NOTES
Domestic/Unruly
Theft
Telecommunications Harassment
Domestc Violence

STATE CITATIONS
Speed Citings.............................3

PATROL VEHICLES
Total Miles .......................6900.9
Fuel Used .....................491.7 gal

“The Friendly Folks By The Marina”

R E M I N D E R
OUR SPEED LIMIT

IS 25 MPH
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NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

A M E R I C A’S BEST ENERGY VA L U E

Star t  the  New Year  Wi th Savings
On Your  Energy Costs . . .
Convert  Your  Home
To  Natural  Gas This  Wi n t e r.

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association

Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for all Permanent Structures includ-

ing the following projects: House, House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses,
Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios, Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes
over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing to secure the necessary permit will be
assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the original permit. Section E-4 of the
Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
b) Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the fol-

lowing schedule:

(i) Houses & Additions over 600 sq. ft. .....$1,000 deposit .......$500

(ii) House Additions up to 600 sq. ft...........$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iii) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iv) Sheds ......................................................................................$50

(v) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(vi) Driveways ..............................................................................$50

(vii) Fences.....................................................................................$50

(viii) Decks......................................................................................$50

(ix) Patios ......................................................................................$50

(x) Docks......................................................................................$50

(xi) Seawalls..................................................................................$50

(xii) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50

(xiii) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50

(xiv) Other Permanent Structures ...................................................$50

Treat Yourself Good
and Get Some Exercise

Try Yoga

WHEN: Monday and Wednesday

TIME: 7:45 to 9:00 p.m.

LOCATION: Arrowhead Lodge

COST: $7 a class or
$30 for a package of 5 classes

TEACHER: Joy Bush is a Kripalu certified hatha yoga
teacher. She has been practicing yoga for 4
years and is a Lake resident.

REGISTRATION: Preregistration is not required.
Call Joy at 852-6594 with question.

Yoga is a physical exer-
cise that helps to inte-
grate the body, mind and
spirit. Yoga should be
done on an empty stom-
ach in bare feet. Bring a
yoga mat and a blanket.
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Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association (CLPOA)
MEET THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES

years before we can build another plan.  What amenities do we want to pro-
vide?  How much better do we want the community infrastructure to be?  To
what level do we want to get to?   I believe if we answer these and other fun-
damental questions and those answers reflect the views of the property owners,
the next ten-year plan will be an even more valuable tool than the current one
and an aid to accomplishing our goals.

BLAKE
Relative to the ten-year financial plan, I would concentrate on using money

to keep our lake water quality healthy and safe.  My second priority would be
to keep our patrol updated and informed of the latest technology.

CARABIN
Past and present Boards have put together a fiscally sound ten-year plan.

the plan, however, simply keeps us in the black maintaining what we already
have. As a community, I believe it is vitally important that we continue to con-
sider, plan for, and pursue amenities that would benefit the entire community.
I believe we must consider alternative means of subsidizing the revenue gen-
erated by the community if we do not want increased assessments.

FERGUSON
The goal is to operate in the black, while still maintaining and improving

our community. One way to achieve this without increasing property dues is to
use our assets to hold events that will bring more income into our community
from outside.

McCORMACK
We need to resist the urge to raise assessments. We owe it to the residents

of this community to set aside a portion of the budget each year towards adding
badly needed amenities and making drastic improvements to association-
owned property. I would request the addition of a new budget category entitled
“Annual Improvement Project.” Believe it or not, this can be done without rais-
ing our assessments!

NESS
I would like to see CLPOA evaluate and bring in additional money from

outside sources. The possibility of the car show and other limited outside activ-
ities may have benefits that outweigh concerns and apprehensions. The finan-
cial gains could help to offset expenses from improvements of roads, sewers,
green spaces, docks, storage lots, etc.

OSBUN
Developing a long term financial plan requires crafting a strategic vision of

where we want to be in the future. Do we want the lake to remain unchanged
in the next 10 years? Do we want to improve the amenities and offerings?

The sewer project will be the most expensive project to date the lake has
had to address. When this is completed the roads will require extensive repairs
or replaced completely. How we will fund this project needs to be addressed
now. It is not reasonable to expect that the lake can adequately meet these
demands from the current income. It is therefore prudent financial management
to leverage larger projects over a longer time frame.

Property owners will see a gradual but consistent increase in assessments
over the life of the financial plan which will help put the lake on a sound finan-
cial footing. We can control this by monitoring the annual budgets and reduc-
ing the cost of supporting the lake. Reducing the cost of supporting the lake
needs to be part of the long-term financial goal for the association.

PEYTON
Fiscal independence is a must so that lot assessments are not necessary. It

would be nice to be able to cut off some of the lot assessment for the sewer
project. This will hurt some individuals. I’m very much in favor of fund rais-
ing projects, such as the Cobra Rally, to offset future desired projects.

SMITH
I would suggest that it be a rolling ten-year plan updated annually. (Perhaps

that’s how it’s handled now.) We need to consider things such as annual dues
increases (as has been done). We also need to provide ways to raise monies out
one, five and ten years to provide for financial security of the Community,

without it coming out of our individual pockets. A shining example of this is
the Cobra extravaganza that could raise $80,000 - $100,000 or more, annually,
net to the Community.

SOWERS
To stay within the budget — and reduce it when possible. To use excess

funds or additional revenues that come in for special projects such as road
repair — to avoid or reduce additional assessments to property owners. To
apply future tap-in fees for the sewer toward the over-all debt and reduce each
property owner’s “fair share.”

3.  With regards to our services, amenities, and aesthetic appeal,
what, if anything, would you like to see added, expanded, or updat-
ed?

BALLARD
I think that the entrances on both sides of the lake as well as the area that

borders the south end of the lake adjacent to Old Columbus Road needs to be
improved.  Our common green space areas need to be better maintained and the
addition of more playground equipment needs to be studied.  I think that good
landscaping is a good way to not only improve the value of your property, but
it says something about who you are.  We all know that first impressions are
important.  We need to do a better job of conveying a positive, well thought out
message to visitors, the general public and the property owners that Lake
Choctaw is a great and safe place to live. 

BLAKE
Expanding the park services with various playground equipment would

cater to our growing population of multi-aged-children families.  Installing new
siding to our maintenance building and keeping the outsides of the other build-
ings maintained would add to the appeal of these areas.  

CARABIN
I would like to propose the Board investigate, through Madison County

Emergency Management, the possibility of installing a severe weather siren on
lake property.

Upgrades to playground equipment and playground areas as well as
increased “kid friendly” programs development would better serve the children
of our community.

With the recent purchase of the property adjacent to the south end of the
lake, we must be cautious not to “commercialize” the area or develop it in a
manner that would detract from the aesthetics of our lake community.
Coexistence with the wetland areas must be taken into consideration.

FERGUSON
The issue will be to maintain and improve our amenities, without over-

spending. However, investing in our assets will continue to elevate our proper-
ty values, while increasing our ability to attract events, thus increasing our
earning potential.

McCORMACK
I would request a yearly survey be put in The Peace Pipe prior to the fall

property owners’ meeting to rate their satisfaction with the Board and gain
insight into what residents would like to see accomplished the following year.
I feel we could stand to beautify some of our green spaces with a little low-
maintenance landscaping and mulching. It would be nice to see some nice park
benches or wood swings placed in a  few green spaces so residents could feel
free to sit and enjoy them. We desperately need some sort of quality playground
to be installed. The children of this community deserve to have something
geared towards them available. It would be nice to have a central gathering
place for them to go other than their own yards. This can be done at relatively
low cost if we, as a community, install it ourselves (save approximately 40% of
total cost). Many have already backed me and committed to assist with instal-
lation. What do you want to see? I want to know your ideas as well. This is your
community, use me as your voice.

See Candidates continued on  page 11
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NESS
A safe walking path would be a great amenity to add to Choctaw Lake. The

path could be marked on the road itself or separate from the road. I am open to
any ideas on where, how, and what kind. This is an active community year
round. I see a lot of walkers, runners, bicyclists, skaters, etc. of all ages. The
problem is that they are not always easy to see, especially in the colder months
with the shorter days. A walking path could be a great asset with very little cost
if planned for and constructed in conjunction along with the roads. We need to
help keep our community safe. 

OSBUN
We are fortunate to reside amidst natural resources that many people trav-

el hundreds of miles to enjoy. I feel we have more offerings than the average
home owner in other communities, and do not see any requirements for addi-
tional services at this time. 

PEYTON
I love to see attractive landscaping. I’d like to see the garden club get a

bunch of new members, give them a large enough budget to work with and see
some improved landscaping projects in the common areas and in wetland areas
to include benches and flowers. It would even be possible to get some sponsors
for the common areas, just like at the tee boxes on golf courses, to kick in some
budget money and ideas. We have a bunch of homes with very attractive land-
scaping and flowers. I know the talent is available. We just need the incentive
for appeal.

SMITH
I spend a lot of time walking my dogs and biking. Others do the same as

well plus jogging or running. I personally have to step into a yard every time a
car comes my way in order (for me) to feel safe. I would like to see a trail added
to some or all of our road system to accommodate these activities. It would
enhance the quality of life and promote the safety and well being of those uti-
lizing the trail(s). This would be another attraction to those considering mov-
ing here. Cost is always an issue and this would be no exception. However, if
it were done when the roads undergo a major repair, it could minimize the cost.

SOWERS
Install more streetlights. I feel there are too many “dark spots” throughout

the community.

4.  What long-range goals should CLPOA focus on?

BALLARD
Better roads have always been a major concern and they will continue to

be until we get them properly repaired and striped.   Maintenance of the dam
and our buildings is an obvious concern.  I would like to see the Board devel-
op a proposal to eliminate the need for assessments by structuring the fees to
cover the expected costs for these future projects.   Also, having a current asset
list that associates replacement or a similar value to each asset would be a good
tool to have.  Our largest cost -security- is an area we need to explore to be sure
that we are getting the greatest benefit for the dollars spent.  

BLAKE
We should work toward developing an efficient program of new vehicles

for our security force, including a reliable patrol watercraft for summer.

CARABIN
CLPOA must ensure we are prepared to handle the residual affects associ-

ated with the growth and development that is taking place in Madison County.
How do we maintain our privacy, security, and the “family style” quality of life
that drew most of us here, while at the same time grow and improve as a com-
munity? How do we do this without placing unreasonable financial burdens on
our neighbors? While current assessments are very reasonable, what alterna-
tives are there besides increases? How do we get more of our tax dollars work-
ing for us? What risks and yet unidentified expenses do we as a community
face during the next 10 years?

While we have two property owners meetings a year, should CLPOAspon-

sor more “town meetings” to obtain additional feedback from residents? Is
there a way to get residents more involved? Would residents be responsive to
surveys? This community has proven time and time again, when properly moti-
vated, we will come together and make a difference.

FERGUSON
Whether you live on or off the lake, our property values and quality of life

rely on the quality of the lake. Therefore, our long-range goals should always
be to protect and improve the quality of the lake.

McCORMACK
I’d like to see the Board strive to add amenities and create an atmosphere

that sets Choctaw Lake apart from other lake communities. We need to take the
time and effort to find out what property owners want and work towards some
common goals. The Board needs to become more “user friendly” in the sense
that they should be an extension of the community itself, not merely a decision-
making body. Care must be taken to thoughtfully and respectfully interact with
fellow property owners. We need to work towards common goals that not only
enhance our quality of life, but also add to property values. We need to remain
very budget-minded, keeping assessments down so as to maintain the afford-
ability of our community. This can be done with a little creative thinking.

NESS
CLPOAneeds to focus on long-range goals that will maintain and improve

the quality of life and property values at Choctaw Lake. The community around
us is growing. I believe to grow successfully, we need to plan for it. The sew-
ers and roads will need to handle current and future demands. Proper construc-
tion and maintenance of the sewers will help to ensure a clean Choctaw Lake.
The lake is our biggest and best asset and must be maintained. 

OSBUN
Improving the communication process between Lake Management, Board

Members, and all residents. All issues that impact the community need to be
fully documented and outlined prior to presenting them to Property Owners
meetings. This can be achieved through The Peace Pipe, special notices and the
Lake’s WEB site.

We need to encourage more involvement from the residents to be active in
the community.Your interest cannot be served without having your voice heard
and participation. 

PEYTON
1. Fiscal independence to avoid assessments
2. Visual appeal to draw in additional active residents, where you want to

b e l o n g
3. Continued community social functions to bring the community together
4. Fiscal assistance programs to keep the residents who are in need ( I hate

seeing the assessments put a strain on the elderly fixed income residents)

SMITH
The most important goal is to ensure that the community remains finan-

cially sound enabling it to meet its obligations, including, but not limited to,
road repair and replacement. We also must continue to provide proper protec-
tion/security (police and a fire station), maintain/enhance community amenities
and encourage participation in activities such as the Booster and Seniors Clubs,
to name a few.

If it is not already dead, I would like to see a focus on the Village issue
again. It’s too important to let it drop without a more thorough review (see #2,
above).

SOWERS
Keep assessments from continually rising at 3-1/2% as they are now. Not

all residents, whether currently employed or on a fixed income, receive a 3-
1/2% increase annually. Our community is by far not a low-income communi-
ty, but keep it affordable for those of us who want to remain here and have con-
tributed to making it the up-scale community it is.

See Candidates continued on  page 12
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5.  What qualities do you possess which will make you an asset to
the Board? Please include personal history and goals.

BALLARD
I have worked in private industry for over (30) years.  I am a graduate

Wright State University and Columbus Technical Institute   I am a trained
mechanical engineer and have held various management positions in large
companies such as Engineering Manager and Manufacturing Manager.  I feel
that I have good project management skills and can relate well to people and
understand their concerns.  I have also spent the last four years serving as a
member of the CLPOA Building Committee.  Finally, I have lived at the lake
since 1977 with my wife Sandra and our three children Jason, Lincoln and
Kelly. We have all enjoyed our time here and for that reason I would like the
opportunity to make our community an even better place to live. 

BLAKE
Having family living in Choctaw since it was first built; I’ve witnessed its

very beginning with dirt roads.   We have come a long way from digging out
the first loads of dirt, which later became our lake to the dirt roads that, we ride
up and down on.  When I moved here in 1984, there were still many grassy lots
left.  I have been an active member of the Choctaw Lake community for 18
years.  I built new homes for ten years.  I served on the Water Board for 9 years
as well as being president for a year.  I served on the Building Committee for
the last 11 years.  I have actively participated in many Booster Club activities
since I moved out here.  For the last three years I have hosted the 4th of July
Fishing Tournament at my Marina.  Finally I have served this community by
participating as a board member on the Choctaw Lake Board of Directors for
the last three years.  Having raised my three girls here I am dedicated to mak-
ing the Lake a safe and fun place for kids.  

CARABIN
Choctaw Lake has been home to my husband, Chris (a.k.a. “This Guy

Paints”) and our four daughters, Chelsea (20), Alex (18), Ashton (18), and
Katie (11), for the past 10 years. We have been blessed with many, many good
friends here in the community which makes living here so enjoyable.

Celebrating 17 years with Discover Financial Services, Inc., located in
New Albany (a mere 104 mile per day commute… that’s how much we love it
here…) as the Regional Compliance Manager, I oversee adherence to regula-
tory and procedural requirements. I also bring experience and knowledge asso-
ciated with contingency planning, facilities management, and internal audit. An
ability to anticipate “opportunities” and to offer creative solutions, are skills
that have worked well for me.

My role on the board would be to ensure we conduct ourselves with the
honestly and integrity you expect and to ensure we move forward as a com-
munity and that our actions represent the community’s best interest. It is impos-
sible to make everyone happy all the time. The best we as a Board can do is
provide timely communications, seek feedback from the community, consider
all the alternatives, measure the risk, and offer back to you, the best “commu-
nity-friendly” options.

I very much look forward to serving our community.

FERGUSON
I am a General Manager for a Fortune 500 company. I am responsible for

all aspects of the business. The knowledge that I have acquired from my busi-
ness career will help in my decision making for our community. My family and
I have lived here for 10 years and we intend to continue to make this commu-
nity our home.

McCORMACK
As far as my qualifications, I am honest, very personable, and have a gen-

uine concern for this community. I believe in trying to leave things in better
condition than what I found them in. As the stay-at-home mother of three, I’ve
become very budget-minded and learned that sometimes you have to be cre-
ative in order to get things done. I am college educated, double majoring in
Public Administration and Geography, with professional experience in the
Social Services field, as well as serving as an Administrative Assistant for a
major mail order company prior to starting my family. Currently involved with
Mindful Mothers and weekly playgroup. I honestly have the best interest of this
community at heart, no hidden agendas. What you see is what you get.

NESS
I have time, technical knowledge and experience to offer to the CLPOA

Board. I have worked on several multi-million dollar environmental projects.
My experience includes a project overseeing the process and environmental
engineering portions for the construction and operation of a $25,000,000 paint
hangar. The project allowed me to work with the public, regulators, consult-
ants, other engineers, and builders. I, also, worked for the Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency, Central District Office (CDO). CDO regulates Madison
County, including Choctaw Lake. 

I live and work out of my home at Choctaw Lake. I would like the oppor-
tunity to help the community as a Board Member of the CLPOA. My work
experience and knowledge would be beneficial to the Board and this commu-
nity during the sewer construction phase. My flexible work schedule allows me
to put time and effort towards any projects assigned to me from the Board. I am
eager and ready to do my part for the community. Please let me. Vote for
Kimberly Ness.

OSBUN
When asked to run for the board I could not come up with any real reason

to decline the invitation. I enjoy this community and feel obligated to help
maintain and improve the quality of life we have at Choctaw Lake. My career
has helped me gain valuable experience in the management of people, and
resources. I have learned the importance of a clear vision and sense of purpose
for both the short and long-term future. 

Resident of Choctaw Lake for 13 years
Family: Wife, Debbie, children Christopher and Colleen
Employment: Command Alkon, Dublin, OH — Regional Sales Manager
Education: B.S. Marketing, MBA — The Ohio State University, Franklin

University

PEYTON
Dedication to the association and the willingness to see that it continues

well.
A sound mind that is willing to see both sides of a discussion and make a

good decision, which is beneficial to the Association and its members.
I plan on being a long term resident with long range plans to work on.
I’m a University Business graduate with 37 years experience.

SMITH
My wife and I spent many years raising our family in a large Columbus

community. While there, we participated, planned and raised funds in many of
the activities of the Civic Association and the schools. 

My resume shows my 36 years in the banking and mortgage fields and
characterizes me as being team-oriented and a problem solver. I listen and work
toward win-win situations in all that I do. 

If given the opportunity, as a recent retiree, I have the time and energy to
carry this approach to the position as a Trustee for CLPOAand the Community.
I am a CPA with a Business degree.

SOWERS
I have over fifteen years experience with financial institutions — working

with financing, budgets; working with federal, state and local government offi-
cials; have daily contact with attorneys and governmental authorities through-
out the United States. I have over seven years experience working for the state
dealing with financing for water and sewer projects for state and local govern-
mental entities.

Procedure for Viewing CLPOA Records
1. Written request with:

Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to approve or deny request within three (3) working days.
3. If denied, it will be brought up at the next Board Meeting.
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TRUST
The Citizens Difference

You want to bank with a name you can trust! Since 1891 residents in London and the surrounding areas have
been trusting their hard-earned dollars in a name they can count on, a name they can bank on, The Citizens
Bank of London. It could be because of our friendly tellers or maybe because of our great rates. We like to think
it’s because we understand who they are and want to help them make the most of their hard-earned dollar. We
admit it: We want to make the banking experience as convenient and comfortable as possible. We have worked
hard to provide our customers with every available convenience. What more could you ask for from your favorite
hometown bank. At The Citizens Bank of London, we care about your business and your future.

A Tradition You Can Bank On.

The Citizens
BANK OF LONDON

2 East High Street  •  London, Ohio 43140  •  740-852-0787

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

Departure Date: _________________________________________________

Return Date: ____________________________________________________

Forwarding Address: _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Winter Phone Number: ___________________________________________

Emergency Contact: ______________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number: _________________________________

BREWER
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

— 54 Years of Service —
252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155

Reduce your energy
cost with a Hi-Efficient
LENNOX® System
HEATING

• Heat Pumps
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Furnaces

PLUMBING
• Softeners
• Pumps
• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps
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DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr $10,121.51 (Lien)/Atty

Gerhardt, Gary & Janine 433 1360 Chickasaw Dr 2,137.45 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 2040 Huron Dr 1,959.83 (Lien)/Atty

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr 1,958.85 (Lien)

Chadwell, Craig & Beth 459 & 799 1145 W Choctaw Dr 1,522.61 (Lien)

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 007 Potawamie Dr 1,271.15 (Lien)

Seymour, Ernie & Charlotte 354 1065 Chickasaw Dr 949.85 (Lien)

Reynolds, Jerry & Terry 890 2303 Pawnee Dr 799.85 (Lien)

Thompson, Wendy 1026 2593 Karok Dr 799.85 (Lien)

Blake, Matt 1034 2609 Karok Dr 778.80 (Lien)

Schrader, Brian 514-515 1540 W Choctaw Dr 135.30 (Lien)_________

TOTAL $22,435.05

Revised Delinquencies & Lien Procedures
1. All past due accounts will be billed monthly on the 1st of the month and

the interest will be assessed on the 1st of the month at an interest rate of
1% per month.

2. Publish in The Peace Pipe delinquencies 60 days past due of $250.00 or
more in descending dollar order at the discretion of the staff.

3. An administrative charge of $75.00 is to be charged to file a lien or to re-
file a lien.

4. Liens will be filed for amounts of $200.00 or more if the house is for
sale, or if there is to be a sheriff’s sale, or other legal action against the
property or property owner.

5. A Lien letter will be sent when the amount owed is equal to assessments
+ 10% penalty. The property owner has 10 days to respond.  A signed
contract will be required for payment arrangements.  If payment arrange-
ments with the CLPOA office are not kept, the account will be turned
over to a collection agency/attorney without any further communication
from the office.

6. File lien when amount owed is equal to assessments + 10% penalty and
the property owner has not responded to lien letter.

7. Liens will be re-filed at least once a year when the account balance has
increased significantly.

8. Liens will be released 14 days after personal check has been received.
9. Past due accounts can be referred to a collection agency/attorney if the

past due amounts exceeds one year’s assessments.  Accounts turned over
to an attorney will be charged an additional 1/3 of the amount turned
over for collection + court costs.  Once the account has been turned over,
the CLPOA o ffice will not handle resolutions of these accounts.
Payment arrangements must be made with the collection agency/attor-
ney.

10. When the past due amount reaches a balance of $2000.00 the CLPOA
has the option to begin foreclosure proceedings.  A notice of intent will
be sent to the Property Owner by registered mail.

11. If there is no response the account will be referred to an attorney for fore-
closure.

Revised 1/00 per CLPOA

Peace of mind.  Place of mine.

Imagine your perfect kitchen, a retreat
where you can create your own island
of tastes, textures, and aromas. Now
turn that dream into reality.

Royal Cabinets, Inc.
135 Maple Street

London, Ohio 43140

852-9277
852-9210 fax

Showroom Hours:
Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm

Saturday 8 to 11 am



January 2003, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 15

length, spacing of the cars, maximum speeds, chicaning, SECA racing experts
on hand, transportation to/from Choctaw Lake from Molly Caren A g r i c u l t u r e
C e n t e r., admission prices, vendors, bleachers, insurance, set up of the course,
barriers, proceeds from the event, shuttle services, security, Lifeflight, start and
end time of the event, and afternoon entertainment. 

The event would take place on Sunday, June 22, 2003.  The Cobra commu-
nity would be here Friday evening for a private welcome party.  They anticipate
over 400 cars this year plus a couple of original cars.  The table below depicts
some scenarios of adult/children attendance.  All proceeds are split with Cystic
Fibrosis 60/40.  Children under 5, registered DVSF III participants, and
Choctaw Lake residents would pay no admission.

Attendance Projections/Scenarios
Attendee Ty p e Quantity of Attendees Paying
Adults @$20/ea 3 , 0 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 1 0 , 0 0 0 1 5 , 0 0 0 2 0 , 0 0 0
Kids @ $5/ea 2 , 0 0 0 3 , 0 0 0 5 , 0 0 0 7 , 0 0 0 1 2 , 0 0 0
Gross Proceeds $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 $ 11 5 , 0 0 0 $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 $ 3 3 5 , 0 0 0 4 0 0 , 0 0 0
Other potential proceeds to be collected by the Lake including but not lim-

ited to food vending. Estimates are:  12 vendors @ $2500 ea    =  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0
10% of sales at $100,000 = $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0

P ro p e rty Owners’ C o m m e n t s / Q u e s t i o n s
- Lot 891, Jack Holstein — Q:  What is the liability to Choctaw Lake if there

is an accident?  Also could be good for property values in terms of publicity.  A :
Liability is being covered 50/50 by Cystic Fibrosis and CLPOA.  If suff i c i e n t
insurance coverage cannot be obtained then the event would not take place at the
L a k e .

- Lot 792, Tauna Wren — Q:  Where will be bleachers be placed?  A:  T h e
Lake will work that out to benefit Lake and property owners and visibility for
the event.  Bob Smith indicated bleacher areas on the map.  The intent is to keep
them off the yards.  

- Lot 404, Jim O’Neill stated that loss of privacy is an issue.  Mr. O’Neill
does not believe the Security personnel provided could handle the event.  Bob
Smith stated that control could be handled at the gate.

- Lot 332, Vestal Caldwell — Q:  Will the Exhibition guarantee Choctaw
Lake any minimum amount of revenue for the event?  A:  There are no guaran-
tees, it’s a new event.

-  Lot 1069, Jim Langley — Q: How would the revenue from the event be
split?  A:  Revenue would be split 60/40. A contract would be written with
CLPOA.  All monies collected are through Team Jenny which make it tax
deductible.  Choctaw Lake would obtain 40% of all proceeds after expenses.

- Lot 766,  Junive O’Neill — Q: How many security people would be need-
ed for this event?  A:  a group of 10,000-20,000 people would need 20-40 off i-
cers with supervisors.   Q: What would be cost to the Lake to clean up after the
event?  A:  Unknown.  Q:  Will people be allowed on the beach?  A:  Bill Laney
explained that we do not have all the answers yet.

- Lot 504, Judy Leffel stated that owners and children inside the racetrack
are at risk during the day of the event.  Community yard sales are chaos.  She
also commented that we’re trying to make money for roads yet we are going to
tear them up

- Lot 772, Janet Jones — Q:  Why was this particular track area chosen?   A :
The Board stated that it was a non-issue since it would have been in someone
e l s e ’s yard.  

- Lot 60, 63, 64, Kelly Hughes — Q:  Why can’t it be done as in other rac-
ing events where all liability is waived upon admission?  A:  Signing such a
statement doesn’t hold much weight.   Q:  How much money was generated by
the Cobra rides given at the Lodge last year?  A:  Ed Combs stated that last year
$3300 was made in less than 2 hours time.

- Lot 630A, Scott Bird — Q:  Where will residents park their cars?  A :
Parking for owners would be at the Lodge.   Q:  Who absorbs the cost of can-
celing the event?  A:  Those answers can’t be determined yet.  Contracts will be
written that cancellation due to rain would be void.

- Lot 612, Tom Clark — Q:  Will alcohol be sold and will there be control
of alcohol at the lake entrance?  A:  No alcoholic beverages would be allowed
on the bus.  No alcoholic beverages will be sold at the event.

- Lot 813, Tom Mackie stated that he likes the idea but is worried about the
lack of control in the later stages of decision making.  He likes the idea of mak-
ing money, improving roads, etc.  A:  The Board is elected by the Owners’ a n d
bringing decisions back to the people is difficult.  The Board would act in the
best interests of the property owners.

- Lot 541 Steve Grapp — Q: Would like the Motion re-read.  A:  The Motion

was re-read.
- Lot 903, Melissa Fast — Q:  Can you tell from past events what has been

the overhead?  A: This type of event has never been done before.  Expenses
incurred by the Lake would be bleachers, porta-potties, legal fees, and clean up.
The Lake would pay for any additional Lake patrol personnel that would be
available.  

- Lot 891, Jack Holstein stated that he thinks this would be a proud event for
us to sponsor and would be proud to have it for one year and see how it works
out.  

- Lot 806, Brian Throckmorton shared some concerns about inconvenience
and the percentage of road repair.

-  Lot 864, Jack Huddle — Q:  Who is going to repair lawn or landscape
damage?  A:  Yet to be determined by legal counsel.   Insurance by Cystic
Fibrosis would cover some costs.

-  Lot 585, Bob Cordes stated that the number of cars, vendors, and disrup-
tion of the West side of the Lake from Friday evening on are concerns.  Shuttle
bus would not be on time for folks going to church, etc.  There would be more
t r a ffic present than during the community garage sale.  Mr. Cordes asked why
the airport runway wasn’t being considered.  He indicated that he drove the
roads but did not see any major road problems.  A:  Bob Smith addressed what
is needed for the roads and that they have not been topped in 20 years.  T h e r e
are some areas where roads are cracked and the bottom layer is visible.  T h e
roads will need to be done after the sewer project.

- Lot 358, Frank Holstein — Q:  Can the curves on the track be lined to pre-
vent cars from going into peoples property?  A:  Some of the sharp curves will
be lined.  Hay bales could be placed on the straight-aways and the curves would
possibly be concrete.   Event coordinators are looking at other less expensive
materials but don’t have a final answer yet.

- Lot 857, Bill Woodall wanted to clarify the Motion.
- Lot 792, Gary Wren lives within the course and has concerns about fence

and landscaping.  A: Pedestrians would not be allowed outside of taped/course
area.  Security personnel would remove folks who are outside the designated
a r e a s .

- Lot 800, Mike Jenness stated that he lives within the designated course
area and it is a racetrack area now.  He would like to try it for one year.  A:  A n d y
Mauck said it’s not impossible to stage an event like this.  He would like to see
answers for issues but knows from involvement and experience that this can be
d o n e .

- Lot 194, Dennis Wiser made a Motion that property owner approval for
this event would only be passed for one year and Board would need approval for
subsequent years.   A vote was taken and the Motion passed.

There was some clarification that the Motion being presented was only to
allow the Board to proceed in conjunction with Cystic Fibrosis and the Cobra
folks to investigate all issues pertaining to hosting such an event.  If issues arise
that cannot be overcome (i.e. insurance coverage) then the Board would not fur-
ther pursue hosting the event at Choctaw Lake.

A vote was called and the Motion carried.
The second issue on the agenda was the purchase of 20 acres adjacent to

Choctaw Lake.
Brad Couch opened the discussion of the purchase and development of the

land.  He stated that five properties were sold this year and that money is ear-
marked for capital fund purchases.    Greg Wilkins discussed the numbers for
improving the property including but not limited to boat and RV storage, a
Maintenance building, lighting, and security.

A Motion was made to purchase the 20-acre tract of land adjacent to the
South end of Choctaw Lake for a contract price of $65,000 and with improve-
ments not to exceed $120,000.  The funding of this project will come from lot
sales money and the general fund.  The Motion was seconded by Jack Holstein,
Lot 891.  

P ro p e rty Owners’ C o m m e n t s / Q u e s t i o n s
-  Lot 766, Gregg O’Neill stated that the current boat storage isn’t an eye-

sore and that the proposed property is in a flood plain so a structure couldn’t be
built there.  Security would also be an issue since the area is secluded.  

-  Lot 100, Robert Nickel stated that the  Deeds of Conveyance indicate all
monies collected limit all expenditures to the subdivision, not outside the sub-
division.  Mr. Nickel proposed to table the Motion and form a committee.  T h e
Motion was seconded by Jennifer McCormack.  A:  The Board will look into
spending the money outside the subdivision.  Don Gregory asked which deed
restriction is being violated?   Mr. Nickel read excerpts from the original
covenants of warranty.  Mr. Gregory stated that the documents controlling the
use of subdivision funds would be enforced and does not see a conflict with this

Property Owners continued from  page 1

See Property Owners continued on  page 17
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R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

If you are considering listing your home... CALL US.
Let us show you our comprehensive marketing plan!!

www.choctawlakehomes.com

• We are: 2 full-time Realtors who will work individually or together to sell your home (your choice).

• We are: 2 long-time Residents of our Choctaw Lake Community (Janie 25 yrs. & Al 17 yrs.).
We enjoy living and working in our community and find it a great asset to both a seller and a future
buyer that we live and work here.

• We are: The top 2 Realtors at Choctaw Lake for 2002! (We each participated in more sales than
any other realtors.)

• We can be: 2 Realtors for the price of one... working together to get your home SOLD!!

• We are: members of the Madison County Chamber of Commerce.

PUT OUR EXPERIENCE, DEDICATION, AND INTEGRITY TO WORK FOR
YOU TO GET THE RESULTS YOU NEED... SOLD!

AL WILDERMAN
Full-Time Realtor

Home: 740-852-2509
Cell: 614-370-4573

E-mail: awilderman@msn.com

JANIE COX
Full-Time Realtor/Manager

Home: 740-852-1511
Office: 740-852-1043
E-mail: janiec49@msn.com

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ NEWS BULLETIN ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
We are pleased to announce that Janie Cox and Al Wilderman

will give you a choice to use us individually or together!
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TIME IS THE FIRE IN WHICH WE BURN
New group forming at Choctaw  for the purpose of Self discovery through discussion, books, art, film, Jungian psychology, dream and
trance work.

Who or what are you really?

What is the real cause for both physical and mental disease?

Why are we engaged in specific relationships with family, friends, and acquaintances ?

What is the cause of phobias, eating disorders, panic attacks, allergies and depression and can they be cured in a timely manner ? 

Is there life after death, and if so, what happens to us when our body dies ?

What are the limitations of modern psychology and religion ?

What is our purpose in life, do we have free choice or is all destiny ?

The goal for these meetings is not merely philosophical discussion but the real possibility of  personal change through understanding
ourselves and both physical and mental healing.

The group will meet twice monthly, is limited to six participants, for women only and, except for materials such as books, free.

For those interested, call Will Dennehy C.Ht. at 740-845-0596 after 3:30pm. or e-mail willdennehy@yahoo.com to decide on best days
and times to meet.

“We give the world meaning by finding meaning in ourselves.”

purchase.  —  - Lot 806, Brian Throckmorton stated that the 10 year budget was
based on two lot sales per year.  If you take those out you go into the red.  3.5%
annual assessment increase was voted on.  Adding lights, water, etc would
increase the costs.  A:  Lot sales are restricted funds and cannot be spent with-
out property owner approval.  If capital improvement is voted on, those funds
can be used.  For clarification, the property is not in a flood plain.

-  Lot 736, Bob Hackett stated that the County was contacted by a larg e
d e v e l o p e r.  He indicated that developers will build next to existing residential
areas.  We would just be repositioning our assets and protecting ourselves from
what could be built there.  

-  Lot 23, Gary Feliks stated that the investment is tangible and can be sold.
We can also control real estate adjacent to our property.  

The Question was called, a vote was taken on the Motion made by Mr.
Nickel to table the original property purchase Motion.  The Motion made by Mr.
Nickel was defeated and discussion returned back to the original Motion.

-  Lot 697 & 698, Keith Brown commented that he is disappointed in the
Board by entering into a contract for the real estate.  All other items have been
brought before property owners for approval.  A:  The contract for purchase is
contingent and is based on property owners’approval at this meeting.  Q:  W h o
negotiated on behalf of the property owners?  A:  Board members decided on
the price.  Q:  What was the rationale for determining the price?  A: The price
proposed was less than the asking price.  Mr. Brown is concerned about spend-
ing money on property that may not allow usage based on zoning.  Q:  Has the
Board contacted zoning about usage?  A:  The property is zoned A1 at this time.
The way we use the property may have to be amended.  Mr. Brown stated that
no member of the Board contacted the Sommerford Zoning Board.  He is con-
cerned that it is not a sound decision.  

-  Lot 332, Vestal Caldwell stated concerns about purchasing the property
when the use hasn’t been well defined.  A:  Property at the back of the lake is
partially used by the Choctaw Lake Utility Company and also for overflow of
the dam.  EPA w o n ’t allow boat storage and maintenance barns due to potential
petroleum spills or leakage.

-  Lot 358, Frank Holstein - Q:  Did anyone exclude themselves when the
Board voted to make an offer on the property?  A:  Bob Smith was excluded.

Property Owners continued from  page 15
-  Lot 702, Jennifer McCormack — Q:  Whose signature is on the contract?

A:  Bill Laney signed.  Mrs. McCormack commented that nothing has been done
to improve Association property (green spaces, beach area, etc).  Until the Board
makes these types of improvements she would not like money spent on this
p r o p e r t y.  A: The beach has been improved with 175 tons of sand.  

-  Lot 541, Steve Grapp stated that M/I Homes has an interest in this prop-
e r t y.  A:  The Board is not aware of that.   Q:  When the sewage company will
need a staging area, could the swamp area possibly be filled in with fill dirt?  A :
That is a possibility.  Q:  Is money earmarked not to exceed $120,000?  A:  T h e
property is only $65,000, but the Board is seeking approval to release those
funds for improvements.  

-  Lot 23, Gary Feliks stated that he thinks the Board is doing a great job.
He encouraged everyone to vote “yes” due to other issues coming up within the
c o u n t y.  The property investment would bring us a better return.

-  Lot 100, Bob Nickel — Q:  Has anyone looked at the other 25 acres for
sale along Old Columbus Road?  A:  No.  Q:  Has anyone looked at real estate
taxes?  A:  No   Q:  Will the sale of property affect our status as a non-profit cor-
poration?  A:  That will be checked into.

-  Lot 201 Byron Thorsen stated he thinks it would be a good move to pro-
tect our property but is not prepared to spend the $120,000.  A:  T h e
Land/Facility Use Committee made the Motion to purchase.  Property owners
have to approve money spent from the lot sales.  Improvements to the property
would need owners’ approval.  

-  Lot 1087, MaryJane Cronenwett. — Q:  If you have spills, would it drain
into spawning area of the Lake?  A:  The proposals before you are just possibil-
ities for that area and all issues would be considered before proceeding.

-  Lot 293, Stephen Popovich stated that he does not want to buy a boat stor-
age area for other folks.

-  Lot 531, Mike Middleton made a Motion to purchase the property only if
there are no improvements at this time. The Motion was seconded by Lot 23,
Gary Feliks.  A vote was taken and the Motion was amended.

A vote was taken and the Motion to purchase the property was carried.  

Bill Laney made a Motion to adjourn.  The Motion was seconded by Brad
Couch.  Motion carried.

Meeting was adjourned at 10:10pm.



O’Connor’s
Office Product and Printing Free Delivery on All Orders

60 West High Street (Just west of the Courthouse) Delivering to Choctaw Lake Every Evening

“Why go on-line, or deal with an 800 number when you can get the same savings from a local store?”
Owned by a Choctaw Lake resident

Save time and money by ordering from O’Connor’s. Over 46,000 items available (usually the next day)
By Phone: (740) 852-0304

By Fax: (740) 852-2209
or

Stop in and speak with our Knowledgeable Staff!! (Yeah, we know office products.)

Your Single Source For All Office Needs
• Large Inventory of Ink Jet Cartridges • Office Furniture & Lay Out Consulting • Business Cards
• Wide Selection of In-Stock Paper • Office Supplies • UPS & Fax Service
• Full Service Printing • Computer Supplies • Notary Services
• Affordable Color Copies • Custom Signs • Free Delivery On All Orders
• Document Processing • Custom Imprinted Products • Wedding Invitations

All this at prices that are at or below the Large National Companies

O’Connor’s — “We Deliver”

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

THE MONTHLY CALENDAR

22

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JANUARY 2003

7 8

14

21

Aerobics (A) 6:30 p.m.
Water Board (CR)

7:00 p.m.
Yoga (A) 7:45 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A)
7:45 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.
Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.
Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Sewer Board (CR)
7:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A) 6:30 p.m.
Board Mtg. (CR) 7:00 p.m.

Yoga (A) 7:45 p.m.

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.
Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A
7:45 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A
7:45 p.m.

Peace Pipe
Deadline

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

Aerobics (A) 6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A) 7:45 p.m.

New Year’s Day

Seniors (A)
12 Noon

Booster Club (CR)
7:00 p.m.

16

23

9

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

17

24

27 29 30 31

10 11

12 13 18

19 20 25

26 28

5 6

421 3

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.
Yoga (A)
7:45 p.m.

15Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A)
7:45 p.m.

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.
Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Yoga (A
7:45 p.m.

18 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, January 2003



January 2003, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 19

NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $150.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Words (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

3161 Old Columbus Road, London, Ohio 43140

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

CLASSIFIEDS

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

740-852-2509

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

DON MILLER
Realtor

740-852-4416

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

FEBURARY
MARCH

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

JANUARY 17
FEBRUARY 17

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be authored
by an individual, should be understood to have been
published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of printing
other than remuneration from Central Ohio Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Central Ohio
Printing Corp. (The Madison Press), London, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 7510 Van Wagener Road,
London, OH 43140, 740-852-5753, (fax) 740-852-
5933, (e-mail) fbdatz@qn.net.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for February.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is January 17.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster ......................................................................Sandi Couch (845-1499)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers...................................................Mary Zawodny (852-5900)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club ...................................................................Jim Zawodny (852-5900)

INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR WATER
FLORIDE 1.25 m/l
SODIUM .25 m/l
HARDNESS 370  m/l 28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occurring and nothing is added.

James Moran, Utility Superintendent

CONNIE STUBER
Realtor

740-852-7751

Listing and Selling For You Since 1981!!

CLPOA E-mail:
CLPOA@qn.net

CLPOA Web Site:
www.lakechoctaw.com

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Piano lessons incorporating Music

Theory for all ages. Beginners,
Intermediate, & A d v a n c e d .

6 week evaluation for pre-schoolers.
Join the growing number of adults.

8 5 2 - 0 8 2 7
— — — — — — — — — — — — —
CLASSIFIED ADS

IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OH

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words
And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word

— — — — — — — — — — — — —



2002 Committees

Board Committees
Beautification ....................................................................Emalena McCracken
Lake, Drainage & Roads ..............................................Bob Smith, Steve Blake
Public Relations & Publications............Jim Shade, Terry LaPrise, Bob Cordes
Recreation ............................................................... Greg Wilkins, Steve Blake
House/Office.............................................................Brad Couch, Andy Mauck
Land/Facility Use ..................................................Greg Wilkins, Terry LaPrise

Standing Commitees
Audit..............................................................................................Gary Swisher
Nominating ...............................................................................Saundra LaPrise
Ballot Counting .........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2593
E-mail: clpoa@qn.net  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino.............................................................................................................Lake Manager

Carla Dye...............................................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino .................................................................................................Part-time Secretary

Jerry Downing.............................................................................................Maintenance Manager

James Moran ...............................................................................................Utility Superintendent

John Bachman .............................................................................................................Patrol Chief

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday ........................................................................................10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday.......................................10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2002-2003

Bill Laney (2004) President 852-0634

Terry LaPrise (2003) Vice President 852-8892

James Shade (2003) Secretary 852-2783

Brad Couch (2004) Treasurer 845-1499

Steve Blake (2003) 852-0209

Andy Mauck (2004) 852-3133

Emalena McCracken (2005) 852-1095

Robert Smith (2005) 852-1625

Greg Wilkins (2005) 852-5712

———————————————

Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Tim Good President 852-4198

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Steve Blake 852-0209

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Ernie Sparks 852-1949


