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The following was taken from a letter which
resident steve hecht presented to the Madison
County commissioners on Oct. 15, 2001. He
requested a written response, preferably in time for
the Oct. 24 Property Owners meeting. 

1: Please tell us the procedure and laws that
you will follow if a petition is presented for
implementation of a village in the current
Choctaw Lake association designated area
in Madison County.

2: How many valid petition signatures are
needed to put a village issue initiative on
the ballot in a general or special election
supervised by the county election board? 

3: Can other county or somerford township
voters also vote to decide if we become a
village or are only Choctaw voters eligible
to vote on it? 
Copies of recent letters on this subject to
other Choctaw residents may be a possible
response. 

4: Please provide a written response on the
procedure and laws that you will have to
follow if a petition is presented that man-
dates that any created village entity be dis-
solved. 

5: Who is legally authorized to circulate peti-
tions for or against the proposed village? 

6: Must signatures on a petition for a ballot
initiative for a proposed new village be sig-
natures of only current (irs rules) residents

of Choctaw Lake that have voted at
Choctaw East or West precincts recently? 
No out of state residents or out of county
owners? 
Must have voted in which recent elections? 

7: Can an opposing petition that meets the
same signature requirements as a pro vil-
lage ballot initiative result in two ballot
issues being on both Choctaw Lake
precincts (none CLPOA) ballots at the
same time in the future? 
If so, what deadlines apply? 

8: What happens if the same signature of a
registered voter appears on both petitions?
(one petition for and one petition against.) 

9: Who is eligible to sign a ballot initiative
petition for or against the existence of a vil-
lage in the geographical area now known as
Choctaw Lake? 

10: Who would be eligible to vote if a new
Choctaw village ballot initiative appears on
an upcoming election ballot? 
Choctaw East and West precinct voters? 
Somerford Township voters? 
Other Madison County voters? 
Out of state/out of township /non-Madison
County?
Legal residents, all who own property at
Choctaw? 

11: Do the Choctaw Lake property owners not
have a voice as an organization (CLPOA)
to stop a village organization initiative?* 
*The Choctaw Lake property owners all
have not learned of all the facts pro and con
at this time and all the property owners
have not had the chance to voice their opin-
ions at a scheduled bi-annual property own-
ers meeting. 

Village Questions Presented to Commissioners

See Village continued on  page 10

See page 11 for replies from
Madison County Auditor Jim

Williamson and Madison County
Prosecutor Steve Pronai.

Village Topic Attracts
Property Owners
Oct. 24 Property Owner Meeting
Approves 10-Year Budget
by Bob Cordes 

Property owners filed into the Lodge amid
threatening weather on Oct. 24 to hear pros and
cons of the village proposal. More than half of the
meeting was devoted to the subject which was last
on the agenda. When the subject hit the floor at
9:05, there were about 250 people in the Lodge. An
hour and a half later, the subject was still being
debated in front of about 60 attendees.

No straw vote was taken to determine resident’s
feelings, but negative comments seemed to be
squashed to some degree following an informative
and somewhat overwhelming 45-minute presenta-
tion of the advantages and issues by four Choctaw
residents and the manager of a private community
within a village near Cleveland. 

Questions from the floor began shortly before
10 p.m. as lightning and rain surrounded the build-
ing. But there was no loud thunder inside as resi-
dents remained calm, yet objective, with their ques-
tions and comments. The tone of questions general-
ly were of an inquisitive nature rather than hitting
on a particular subject. 

Residents urged caution and thorough research
to learn of what we are getting ourselves into. Some
felt negative aspects needed deeper investigation
and feared loss of privacy and higher crime because
of “rights” of outside individuals who would be
permitted to have a different type of housing and to
use our roads. President Jim Zawodny said,
“Growth is coming around us and a village can con-
trol growth.”

The meeting began 10 minutes late due to the
crowd. A 10-year budget was easily approved
despite having a 3.5% assessment increase in com-
ing years. The assessment will be $569 in 2002,
$589 in 2003, and $610 in 2004.

See Property Owners continued on  page 14



Substantive* Motions Approved in this
Meeting:

* For the purposes of recording motions in the
CLPOA Approved Motions Book, substantive motions
refer to all motions that affect CLPOApolicy and specif -
ically exclude motions to accept minutes, accept com -
mittee reports, and adjourn meetings.  

There were no substantive motions approved in
this meeting.

Board of Trustees Meeting

Call to Order:
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at

7:00 p.m.
A roll call was taken as follows: Jim Zawodny -

Present; Em McCracken: - Present; Bill Laney -
Present; Steve Blake: - Present; Terry LaPrise -
Present; Andy Mauck - Present; Brian T h r o c k m o r t o n
- Excused; Brad Couch - Present; Jim Shade -
E x c u s e d

John Rafferty (CLPOA Patrol Chief), Cliff
Rittenhouse (CLPOA Patrolman), Jennifer
McCormack, Marvin Darling, James O’Neill, and
David Quincel were also present.  

Property Owner’s Time:
Marvin Darling (lots 999-1000) was present to

say that he received a letter of complaint from our
lake manager John Cimino stating that vehicles on
his property are not parked on a hard surface.  Mr.
Darling said that the vehicles are parked on gravel.
He added that he has tried to control the weeds
growing up through the gravel.  According to Mr.
Darling, John Cimino said that the vehicles are not
on any gravel whatsoever.  Mr. Darling said that he
feels that he is being called a liar. The Board
passed around several pictures that were taken of
the vehicles in question.  Bill Laney said that grav-
el tends to work into the ground and disappear.  He
said that it needs to be replenished.  Mr. Darling
said that he has mowed the area and applied weed
killer to remedy the situation.  Jim Zawodny said
that he would speak to John Cimino when he
returns from vacation.  

Jennifer McCormack (lot 902) was present to
say that she is getting favorable response to the
playground equipment projects.  She reported that
she knows of six families willing to help.  She said
she is looking into other sources of funds and
grants.  Terry said that park projects will be part of
next year’s budget but no amount has been deter-
mined at this point.  Mrs. McCormack expressed
interest in speaking at the Property Owners’ meet-
ing.  Jim Zawodny said he would let her know.
Mrs. McCormack said that she wants to recognize
contributors with a plaque.  She said the biggest
obstacle to the project would be the excavation and
concrete work.  Bill Laney asked her if she has
asked about the Deercreek playground equipment.
She said she has seen it and plans to contact Misti
Campbell.  Mrs. McCormack asked if there was
anything coming up with the village committee.
Jim Zawodny said there would be a meeting tomor-
row night at the lodge.  

Minutes:
Andy Mauck made a motion to accept the

September minutes.  Bill Laney seconded the
motion.  The motion carried.  

Patrol Report:
(Presented by John Rafferty)

Patrol Chief John Rafferty reported on recent
activity. Chief Rafferty said there were a high num-
ber of warnings given during September.  He said
that speed violations were given for speeds ranging
from 36 to 51 mph.  

Bill Laney asked about the attempted burglary.
Chief Rafferty said that the incident occurred on
Huron Drive.  He said the burglar attempted to
enter through the front window.  He said there was
also a reported theft from a vehicle.  

Jim Zawodny asked Chief Rafferty if he could
present more detail in the patrol report.  Chief
Rafferty agreed to this.  

Chief Rafferty said that he gathered informa-
tion at the Ohio Lake Association meeting concern-
ing village incorporation and he will bring it to the
village committee meeting tomorrow.

There were 4 reports filed with the Madison
County Sheriff’s Department in September. There
were 18 state citations issued, 38 dispatches, 43
traffic stops, 25 warnings and 32 assists.  

Maintenance Report
(Presented by Jim Zawodny):

Jim Zawodny reviewed the maintenance list
submitted by Jerry Downing.  Jim showed a picture
of the ice rescue boat and said that it will be kept at
the maintenance barn.  Bill Laney said the nearest
boat is in West Jefferson.  Bill said that rescue work-
ers would use it in the event that an ice rescue is
n e c e s s a r y.  Terry LaPrise said he would put some-
thing in The Peace Pipe about the ice rescue boat.  

Office Report:
(Presented by Jim Zawodny)

Jim Zawodny said that Carla Dye and Debbie
Cimino are keying in all past Board meeting min-
utes into the computer.  He said Carla is also going
through the minutes and extracting the motions and
putting them into a motion booklet.  He said this
would serve as a reference and will offer the abili-
ty to perform searches.  

Treasurer’s Report:
(Presented by Jim Zawodny)

Jim Zawodny reported that the Facilities and
Services Agreement with Choctaw Utilities has
been signed.  The only change to the agreement
concerned the number of mowings performed.  The
agreement was changed to read “mowings per lake
regulations.”

Manager’s Report:
(Presented by Jim Zawodny)

Jim Zawodny reported that the issues with Bob
Nickel are being handled in two ways.  Concerning
the maintenance and mowing issues, Mr. Nickel
has been sent a letter saying this is the last letter
from the Board and that he can speak to the lake
attorney Don Gregory about this issue.  Concerning
the condition of the open ditches, the Health
Department has issued a letter recommending that
it be cleaned out and re-graded.  This still falls
under property owner responsibilities.  He will be
sent a notice stating he has a certain period of time

to fix it.  If he refuses to fix it, the lake will obtain
bids to perform the work, have the work completed
and bill Mr. Nickel for the work.  Jim Zawodny will
have John Cimino send Mr. Nickel the notice.  

Jim Zawodny reported that Jim Shade accom-
panied John Cimino on a ride around the lake on
September 14.  They identified properties with eye-
sore conditions and wrote about 45 violations.  

Jim Zawodny passed around pictures of Mrs.
Drenkrow’s shoreline and told the Board that she
claims her shoreline is eroding due to the high
water condition.  

Committee Reports:
Beautification – Em McCracken said that the

front of the lodge looks good.  She said that a tree
is blocking the view for traffic leaving the lake at
the west entrance.  She also said that some dead
flowers are blocking the information posted on the
signboard and she would like to have them cut
down.  Brad Couch said that poison ivy is growing
behind the signboard.  Jim Zawodny will speak to
maintenance about having this removed.  

Lake, Drainage, & Roads – Steve Blake said
the roads need some berm work done to avoid hav-
ing the edges of the roadway break off.  Jim
Zawodny asked Steve to give a list of items to John
Cimino.  Steve said that there might be a potential
problem with the triangle at the corner of Cherokee
and Yuma.  He said that traffic turning left at this
intersection might conflict with oncoming traffic. 

Sewer – Bill Laney said that Mike Frommer
with the engineering firm would update the proper-
ty owners on the sewer project at the fall meeting.
He said they have only about 15 lots remaining for
the on-site survey.

Public Relations – Terry LaPrise said that sev-
eral property owners have approached him asking
if the Board meeting minutes can be more specific.
As an example he cited the September minutes and
the issues with Mr. Bowling and Mr. Nickel under
old business.  The minute taker Craig Smith agreed
to this.  

Publications – Em McCracken asked if we
could put in The Peace Pipe when the patrol has
any problems with kids.  Bill Laney said you can-
not name juveniles.  Em told about a theft which
involved kids.  Jim Zawodny asked if there was a
report filed.  Em said no report was filed.  Andy
Mauck said he thinks we should publish informa-
tion about any convictions.  Bill Laney said that we
could print anything that is public record.  

Terry LaPrise announced that we would be
enforcing the deadlines for The Peace Pipe.  He
said that late submissions are a problem for those
preparing layouts and editing for the publisher.

Brad Couch talked about having The Peace
Pipe handled by a local newspaper publisher.  He
said that some of the headaches might go away.  In
addition, we could benefit from revenue sharing.
He said some villages are doing this.  Brad said that
the next revision of the website is complete.  He
said when all revisions are complete, the site could
be turned over to a new server.

Terry LaPrise said that The Peace Pipe is at
73% of budgeted income and about 10% behind on
expenses. 
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See Minutes continued on  page 5

CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting • October 10, 2001
(These are unapproved condensed notes as provided by the Board and in most instances will not be the complete recorded minutes of that particular meeting.)
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Meriwether Lewis William Clark

Part 4

Meriwether Lewis Plans for a Long Trip
by Bob Cordes

Meriwether Lewis initially thought 12 soldiers and he could
make the trip to the Pacific Ocean and back. But, as he read
journals of sailors who had been to the northwest part of our
nation and to the mouth of the Columbia River which empties
into the Pacific Ocean, he had doubts. They were confirmed
after talking to woodsmen and hunters who had gone up part of
the Missouri River as far as today’s Bismarck, North Dakota.
This was a bigger task than he had first realized.

He needed people of many abilities ... blacksmiths, trap-
pers, riflemen ... and they would need to obey his orders. He
would need rivermen, sometimes called boatmen or voyageurs. 

Lewis would need help to control this large group so he
contacted William Clark whom he respected from their military
time together. Clark knew how to handle men and agreed to join
Lewis on the trip.

Lewis was given the title of Captain and tried to have Clark
promoted from Lieutenant to Captain but was unsuccessful. In
a wise move, Lewis never told the men of the Corps of
Discovery that the two were not of equal rank. 

At the outset, the two men determined their duties. Lewis
would record most of the natural resources, such as plants and
animals. Clark would draw most of the maps and record geo-
graphic features. At times they did these things together, includ-
ing reading navigational instruments to record the location of a
particular site. Both knew they would have to do the same rig-
orous work as the rest of the Corps.

Lewis would do most of the doctoring. He knew about the
medicinal properties of wild plants from his mother. Lucy
Meriwether had a herbal garden just for that purpose and pro-
vided medical treatment of a sort to her family, 24 slaves, and
neighbors. 

Lewis and Clark were compatible, yet had their distinctive
personalities. Lewis liked to be alone at times, and often would
climb to the tops of hills during their journey and look about.
Clark would be with the men and attend to details.

Education was a priority as the 28-year-old Lewis learned
to operate a chronometer and sextant. And President Jeff e r s o n
made sure Lewis learned of botany, anatomy, and medicine
from top-notch scholars.

Lewis went about ordering supplies for the expedition;
rifles, medicines, flour, tobacco, beads for the Indians, writing
supplies, navigational equipment, pork, salt, sugar, candles, cof-
fee, mosquito netting, oilskin bags, soup, whiskey, lead canis-
ters of gunpowder, and two boats.

He had a special iron-frame boat built for the trip to be
assembled and disassembled when necessary to portage rivers.
He insisted on the boat, weighing 44 pounds, which when cov-
ered with hide could carry 1770 pounds.

The most critical boat was the 55-foot long keelboat which
Lewis designed and had built in Pittsburgh. Delay after delay
frustrated him as the Ohio River became more shallow during
the summer. He sent some supplies overland to Wheeling to
allow the boat to be high in the water. Then he loaded the rest
in the keelboat and departed on August 31, 1803.

Meanwhile, Clark selected some members for the Corps of
D i s c o v e r y, subject to Lewis’approval. All of the Corps were vol-
unteers who expected a good salary and a bonus of land. Lewis
selected two men in Pittsburgh for the Corps of Discovery. He
also hired helpers to get the loaded keelboat down the Ohio
River and up the Mississippi to St. Louis. Keelboats are larg e ,
shallow barges with a keel and covered deck. 

But the river was low and Lewis and his crew had to pick
up and pull on the keelboat to get it along the Ohio. Horses and
oxen helped move the boat. Lewis made 20 miles a day.
Something had to be done. 

He hired wagons to take some of the supplies. He bought a
pirogue, about 40-feet long, and put some supplies in it.
Pirogues (French, pronounced pah-rogue) are small boats and
best suited for transporting people.

That seemed a good idea, so he purchased a second pirogue,
costing $11, but it leaked. Guns and goods became wet and the
boat had to be put ashore. The rifles were dried and oiled; the
goods dried and repacked. Asatisfactory pirogue was purchased
l a t e r. This then was the trial Lewis went through. 

Lewis continued downstream on the Ohio, spending a night
at Marietta, and a week in Cincinnati to rest his men, take on
provisions, and write some letters. 

Clark was waiting near Louisville, Kentucky and presented
a slate of woodsmen and sharpshooters for Lewis’ a p p r o v a l .

Together they sailed to the Mississippi River, then went
north on it 150 miles to St. Louis. They had hoped to be up the
Missouri River before winter arrived but now knew they would
winter in the St. Louis area.

On Dec. 4, 1803, Clark went ahead to Wood River, Illinois
to study the land. It was an ideal site being at the confluence of
the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. 

Lewis arrived at Cahokia on Dec. 7, across the river from
St. Louis, and the next day went to St. Louis where he was
refused permission by the Spanish to go up the Missouri
because the transfer of sovereignty had not taken place in St.
Louis. This did not displease Lewis, afterall, it was now winter.

He met Clark at Cahokia on Dec. 8 and they agreed Lewis
would stay in St. Louis to make final preparations.

Clark took the men to Wood River, built quarters there for
the winter, and trained them for next spring’s exploration of the
Louisiana Te r r i t o r y.

Next time,
Part 5:
S t a r t i n g
up the
M i s s o u r i
R i v e r.
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

2001 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS
President..................................................................Chantal Weldon (852-2082)

1st Vice President ........................................................ Lisa Merkle (845-0811)

2nd Vice President ....................................................... Christi Frea (852-5494)

Treasurer ................................................................ Mary Zawodny (852-5900)

Secretary.........................................................................Twila Boyd (845-0074)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Nov. 1 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Nov. 9 Craft Bazaar Set Up (6:30 p.m.) all welcome

Nov. 10 Fall Craft Bazaar Ann Marie Coterel and
Sandi Couch

Dec. 2 Set-up for Community Dinner all welcome (1:00 p.m.)

Dec. 2 Community Christmas Dinner Sandi Couch

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve needed

We will be needing chairpersons for events in the future. Please feel free to join the fun of organizing and
participating in some of these events. If you have any suggestions about the above or any ideas on new
events, please call Booster President Chantal Weldon at 852-2082. We are always open to new ideas.

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, November 1 at 7:00 p.m. in

Conference Room.  If anyone is interested in helping the Booster Club, please
contact Chantal Weldon at 852-2082.

KITCHEN OPEN BY MOTHER’S CLUB
BAKE SALE

Contact:
Ann Marie Coterel at 845-0113 or

Sandi Couch at 845-1499

NEEDED: BAKED GOODS FOR
BAKE SALE TABLE!

Please drop off in morning beginning at
7:00. Your help is greatly appreciated!

November is here! Guess what that means…

Christmas Shopping!
Attention Moms, Dads,

Grandmas and Grandpas
Sunday, December 2nd

Come one and all to enjoy an evening
full of music, fun, food, and fellowship

Santa is coming to Town at the Choctaw Lodge
Grandparents and Parents bring your cameras!

This is a community potluck celebration of
the holiday season!

❄ Meat, beverage and rolls provided
❄ Bring a side dish
❄ Bring table service

Santa arrives at 4:45 p.m.
Dinner begins at 5:00 p.m.
❄ Entertainment provided
❄ Kids Activities Center

Put it on your calendar to get out and see
those you haven’t seen since winter started!

For more information, call
Sandi Couch at 845-1499.
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NOTICE, BEFORE DIGGING
Consider calling 800-362-2764 at least twenty-four hours before dig-

ging in an area. The phone number gives you the Ohio Utilities Protection
Service. They are an answering service which will contact utilities regis-
tered with them in an area. They will contact Columbia Gas, Ameritech,
Ohio Edison, and the Madison County Engineer to tell them you intend to
dig. Those involved in your situation will physically mark their line so that
you can avoid it. Time Warner is not registered with the protection service. 

Recreation – Nothing to report this meeting.
Land & Facility Use – Brad Couch reported

that Centurion Communications has agreed to for-
ward the technical specifications regarding corro-
sion control for their receiving equipment to the
lake office per Jim Moran’s request.  He said that
Plain City is now live and they are using grain silos
to mount their equipment on.  

House & Office – Nothing to report this meet-
ing

Utilities – Bill Laney reported on the Water
Board meeting held Monday October 1.  He said
the Water Board discussed advantages of construct-
ing a storage building in the water plant area.  He
said they discussed moving the current mainte-
nance building to this location with no decision at
this time.  He said that a 300-foot circle needs to be
maintained from the wells to any area where equip-
ment is stored or a shop is located.  He said the
Water Board liked the idea of a storage building
and wants to put it into a plan.  In addition, they dis-
cussed whether the sewer would require storage
space on-site.  Bill concluded by saying that the
Water Board is still working with the EPA on the
copper issues.

Village – Jim Zawodny said the village incor-
poration issue is on the agenda for the Fall Property
O w n e r s ’ meeting.  He reported that he, John
Cimino, John Rafferty, Cliff Rittenhouse, and Brad
Couch attended the Ohio Private Lakes Association
meeting held at Rome Rock Association near
Cleveland.  He said this private lake was incorpo-
rated as a village in 1979 as the Village of Roaming
Shores.  Our visiting group was very impressed
with what they saw.

Brad Couch said he knows of two lakes that
have converted to villages and they continue to
receive grants.  He said one of the major benefits of

being a village is that liability issues are capped.
Brad apologized for not notifying everyone about
the village committee meeting.  He said that
Roaming Shores has in their by-laws that any pro-
fessional fees incurred can be charged back to the
property owner who was responsible.  

Bill Laney asked how the village information
would be presented at the Fall Property Owners’
meeting.  Jim Zawodny said he is planning a
PowerPoint presentation showing the pros and cons
of village incorporation.  Bill Laney asked whether
or not the Board should endorse becoming a vil-
lage.  Jim said that several property owners have
worked on gathering information but only two
Board members have worked on this project.  Andy
Mauck expressed that there may be a conflict of
interest.  Bill said that he feels the Board should
make a recommendation one way or the other.  Jim
said the Board could be neutral.  Steve Blake said
that the property owners look to the Board for guid-
ance.  The Board discussed whether taking a stand
will create a liability issue.  Bill asked about how
being a village would affect the cost of operating a
patrol.  Brad Couch gave some figures about
Roman Shores and added that there is a disparity of
$80,000 that the committee is unsure of.  Bill Laney
asked about adding land beyond the boundaries of
Choctaw to meet the minimum acreage for becom-
ing a village.  Brad said that we might be allowed
an exclusion.  He said this has been done in some
cases.  Brad added that in some cases projects could
benefit from having estimates obtained from both
the village and the association.  He said that accord-
ing to the Village Council President of Roman
Shores, they have had trouble getting people to run
for office. 

Old Business:
Jim Zawodny said that estimates for road re-

surfacing might affect how people vote on the pro-

posed 10-year budget.  He said the budget might be
off by as much as one million dollars.  He said the
budget was based on a cost of $750,000.  

Bill Laney revisited the subject of allowing
fences along the waterfront.  He asked how close to
the waterfront fences should be allowed.  He also
asked if there should be any restrictions on shrubs,
which also block the lake view.  He wants the
Board to think about these issues.  

New Business:
Jim Zawodny asked whether Jennifer

McCormack should be added to the agenda for the
property owners’ meeting.  The Board decided to
have her speak during the committee reports.  

Brad Couch asked whether we should consider
adding or changing our rules & regulations to have
professional fees charged back to the responsible
property owner. The Board discussed whether this
would require a constitutional change.  Brad will
look further into this.  

The Board discussed the issue with Marvin
Darling and parking his vehicles on gravel.  The
Board decided to have John Cimino monitor this
situation.  

Jim Zawodny reminded the Board the
Tecumseh Award is given for meritorious service to
the lake.  He said this is not an annual award but it
has been our policy to select an outstanding resi-
dent each year.  He asked each Board member to
bring his selection to the November meeting.  

Bill Laney said the Water Board has two posi-
tions up this year.  He said the Water Board recom-
mends renewing the appointments of Steve Blake
and Matt Dillon for these 2-year terms.  Jim asked
the Board to consider their recommendation and
that a vote will be taken at the November meeting.  

Terry LaPrise made a motion to adjourn the
meeting at 10:24 PM.  Andy Mauck seconded the
motion.  The motion carried. 

Minutes continued from  page 2

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

NAME:________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

DEPARTURE DATE:_____________________________

RETURN DATE:_________________________________

FORWARDING ADDRESS:_______________________________________

WINTER PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT: _______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: _______________________

NOTICE  •  LOOSE DOGS

If you have a stray dog in your neighbor-
hood or have caught a stray dog, DO NOTcall
the sheriff’s office for the patrol to pick it up.
You will need to call the Madison County
Humane Society at 852-PETS. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OHIO

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words
And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word
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Manager’s Report
by John A. Cimino

Maintenance installed the totem pole that was donated to the Association
by the Taylors of Lot #184 at the Arrowhead (see photo at right). I’d also like
to install a security light on top of this pole to light up the Arrowhead parking
lot. We are also going to need to repair or replace the totem poles at the West
and East entrances of the lake. If anyone knows of someone who carves or
works on them, please let me know.

Now that mowing season is just about finished for the year, the mainte-
nance crew is going to concentrate on repairing the shorelines at all of the lake
access areas and try to clean up some of the tributaries that feed through
Association-owned lots.

Indiana Reline of Mooreland, Indiana is the company working on the dam.
They started this project the week of October 8th, so we are ahead of schedule.
If all goes well, this project should be completed by the second week of
November. (See the picture at the right of the 42" poly pipe that will be used
for the slip-lined discharged tube.)

I mentioned in The Peace Pipe last month that a CLPOA Board member
and myself rode through the subdivision writing up about 45 By-law violations.
I still have about 10 more of these violation letters to mail out. I’d like to thank
those property owners who have already received this letter and for their
prompt attention to addressing these issues.

We are starting our campaign for the year 2002 CLPOA Board of Trustees
candidates. If you are interested in serving your community as a Trustee, please
call Dan Atchison at 852-5430 or the CLPOA office at 852-2593.

WALLS & BENNETT
REALTY
Choctaw Office

Staff
wishes

Everyone a
Safe and

Wonderful
Thanksgiving

Terri Thomas

Theresa Bayer
’98 KT Circle of Excellence

CBR Million $ Club

Any questions? Call…
740-852-3333 or
1-800-640-2189

Connie Stuber
’00 KT Circle of Excellence

Dick Lang

December 1, 2001
Choctaw Lake Lodge

Proceeds benefit
Home Health and Hospice
of Madison County Hospital
For information and reservations,

call 740-845-7056
Madison County Hospital
An affiliate of the OSU/Mount Carmel Health Alliance
210 North Main Street, London, Ohio 43140 
phone 740-845-7000     toll free 866-357-4677

REMINDER
OUR SPEED LIMIT IS 25 MPH

photo by John Cimino

Maintenance installing the new totem pole at the Arrowhead.

photo by John Cimino

New 42" poly slip-lining pipe.



by Bob Cordes

Toledo’s “runaway train” in May provided an
interesting spark to our lives. They stopped the train

near Dunkirk, Ohio; no one was hurt.
News reports blamed it on “operator error;” the engineer had to engage

three devices and the third did not engage as he hastily jumped from the cab to
throw a switch during a switching operation. 

Most of us in the Midwest do not have frequent contact with the train
industry. We might see a train once a week, if that often. If we lived along the
busy northeast corridor of our country, we would be well aware of them, ... and
subways. And the same goes for the Chicago area. Ever see one of those com-

November 2001, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 7

NANCY A.
SMITH
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★Paid for by Nancy A. Smith, 128 E. First Street, London, OH 43140.

Train Whistle Talk
Riding the Rails Nearby

muter trains whiz across the street in front of you just seconds after the RR
arms are lowered? Eeeeh!!!

Train Whistles: Train whistles are never blown “just for fun.” The loco-
motive engineer is saying something definite and important. You might want to
listen in on his conversation the next time you hear a whistle. Here’s what all
the tootin’ is about:

Two longs, one short, and one long: Warns pedestrians and vehicles of
train approaching and passing. 

One short: The train is stopping.
Two short: Answers a signal not otherwise provided for.
Three short: The train is going to back up.
Four short: Engineer requests instructions.
Aseries of short rapid whistles: Awarning to someone to get off the track.
One long: The train is approaching a station or railroad crossing.
Two long: Engineer is releasing brakes and prepares to move. 
You might believe that the railroad industry communicates mostly every-

thing by radio or phone, and they do, but the whistle signals remain. Many of
them are intended for us. If you are near a train, you better pay attention to
them. There are many railroad crossings without warning lights and barriers.
It’s smart to stop, look, and listen. 

The railroad industry will quickly direct you to photos of vehicles trying to
beat a train to a crossing, ... and the vehicle does not always win. And if that
train would try to stop, it might take a mile for it to come to a stop. Don’t take
chances. 

Ride the Hocking Valley Railway: Here’s an opportunity to ride through
the hills of Southeastern Ohio on an old passenger train. The open passenger
car just behind the locomotive might seem romantic but you just could get
some smoke or soot in your eyes. The trains operate this year until Nov. 4 and
then have Santa trips scheduled. 

The trains depart from Nelsonville on Hwy. 33 and provide an opportunity
to take in nearby Hocking Hills State Park. This is the time of year when the
leaves change. A great nearby mini-vacation! Call 1-800-967-7834 during the
week and 740-753-9531 on weekends for details.

Taught here at Choctaw Lake
Learn:

• Self Defense
• Discipline
• Self Confidence

Call Jeff Sapp at
740-852-6314

Instructor 4th degree Black Belt
www.londonshorin-ryu.com

Debby Hempy
REALTOR®

KING THOMPSON
4890 BLAZER MEMORIAL PKWY.
DUBLIN, OH 43017
(614) 798-7900 BUS., (614) 793-9098 FAX
(740) 852-5627 RES., (614) 832-6825 CELL
dhempy@coldwellbanker.com E-MAIL

Independently
Owned And Operated

by NRT Inc.

Build your financial future with
Starlight International

A 9-year-old company which is one of the most respected in network
marketing. We represent the finest wellness products and home-

based business opportunity. Qualify for a new car and luxury travel.

Call: 740-852-4416 or
e-mail: Demill4@aol.com
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DELINQUENT DUES AND ASSESSMENTS

NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr $8,272.61 (Lien)/Atty

Kirkpatrick, Jennifer 848 2405 Cherokee Dr $7,410.77 (Lien)/Atty

Drury, Ernest & Nancy 95 1403 Itawamba Trl $1,258.69 (Lien)/Atty

Schrader, Brian 514-515 1540 W Choctaw Dr $  896.66 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 2040 Huron Dr $  838.89 (Lien)/Atty

Colvin, Mark & Rhonda 486 1152 W Choctaw Dr $  828.91 (Lien)/Atty

Baldwin, John & Angela 1062-1063.4 2656 W Choctaw Dr $  825.99 (Lien)/Atty

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 3007 Potawamie Dr $  795.01 (Lien)

Gerhardt, Gary & Janine 433 1360 Chickasaw Dr $  794.93 (Lien)/Atty

Taylor, Larry & Susan 481 6658 Prairie Rd $  726.75 (Lien)

Roddy, Lee & Sue 283 2185 Sequoya Trl $  697.92 (Lien)

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr $  644.71 (Lien)

Stroble, John & Cheryl 995 2576 Karok Dr $  487.33 (Lien)/Atty

Thomas, Jeffrey 628 1900 Yuma Dr $  269.10 (Payments)

Morgan, Holly 254 1715 Suqulak Trl $  246.97 (Lien)___________

TOTAL $24,995.24

Revised Delinquencies & Lien Procedures
1. All past due accounts will be billed monthly on the 1st of the month and

the interest will be assessed on the 1st of the month at an interest rate of
1% per month.

2. Publish in the Peace Pipe delinquencies 60 days past due of $250.00 or
more in descending dollar order at the discretion of the staff.

3. An administrative charge of $75.00 is to be charged to file a lien or to re-
file a lien.

4. Liens will be filed for amounts of $200.00 or more if the house is for
sale, or if there is to be a sheriff’s sale, or other legal action against the
property or property owner.

5. A Lien letter will be sent when the amount owed is equal to assessments
+ 10% penalty. The property owner has 10 days to respond.  A signed
contract will be required for payment arrangements.  If payment arrange-
ments with the CLPOA office are not kept, the account will be turned
over to a collection agency/attorney without any further communication
from the office.

6. File lien when amount owed is equal to assessments + 10% penalty and
the property owner has not responded to lien letter.

7. Liens will be re-filed at least once a year when the account balance has
increased significantly.

8. Liens will be released 14 days after personal check has been received.
9. Past due accounts can be referred to a collection agency/attorney if the

past due amounts exceeds one year’s assessments.  Accounts turned over
to an attorney will be charged an additional 1/3 of the amount turned
over for collection + court costs.  Once the account has been turned over,
the CLPOA o ffice will not handle resolutions of these accounts.
Payment arrangements must be made with the collection agency/attor-
ney.

10. When the past due amount reaches a balance of $2000.00 the CLPOA
has the option to begin foreclosure proceedings.  A notice of intent will
be sent to the Property Owner by registered mail.

11. If there is no response the account will be referred to an attorney for fore-
closure.

Revised 1/00 per CLPOA

celebrating our first year in business!
TRY US SOON!

Free Delivery   •   Fast, Friendly Service
Convenient Location in Keny Road Business Center on Lafayette Road

Call 852-9450
Twila Boyd, RPh and Kent Zelluer, RPh, Owners
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NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

AMERICA’S BEST ENERGY VALUE

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association

CHOCTAW LAKE

Set a new Gas Meter before
December 1st and receive a $100 credit

on your January 2002 gas bill!

by Bob Cordes

Madison County’s top math students in grades 5-8 competed in April.
There were 20 questions for each student. So, now we’ve reached the eighth
grade. This article was bumped last month because of the space needed for the
village proposal, but now lets see how you do?

1. A triangle has a perimeter of 32 inches. The longest side is twice the
length of one of the other sides and three inches longer than the third
side. What is the length of each side of the triangle a)_________
b)_________ c)_________

2. Imagine algae on a lake is growing exponentially. On the first day it
appeared, the algae covered 6 square feet. On the second day, it cov-
ered 36 square feet. If the lake is 46,656 square feet, how many days
will it be before it is entirely covered? ___________

3. A taxi charges $1.25 for the first one-quarter mile. For the next 3 miles,
it cost 85-cents for each additional quarter-mile. The rate then decreas-
es to $1.10 for each additional one-half mile. Sandy paid $15.85 for her
ride. How far did she travel? Write the answer as a decimal.
______________

4. In your closet are 5 different shirts, 3 different pairs of jeans, and 2 dif-
ferent vests. How many different outfits can you wear? _________

Answers on page 14.

Part 4 of 4

So You Think You now Your Math, Huh?
How Would You Have Done?

A T T E N T I O N
Village Meeting and/or
Petition Drive Kick-off

Monday, Nov. 5th • 7:30 pm  

Who: For all interested individuals

What: Village Meeting or depending on what hap-
pened at the CLPOA meeting on Oct. 24th
this meeting could be the Kick-Off of the
Petition Drive Campaign

Where: Choctaw Lodge

Why: To further the Village Proposal

The petition with signatures of registered voter from our
precincts is “where the rubber meets the road”

If we fail to get the required number of signatures .... the peti-
tion is dead!

Everyone that has said they think it is a good idea and “what can
I do to help” ... this is your time to get involved!

Direct questions to Jim Zawodny 852-2880 or Brad Couch 845-
1499.



12: What financial resources from the county,
state, or federal governments will be avail-
able to Choctaw Lake east and west
precincts organized as a governmental vil-
lage if the village is implemented? 
(Roads, Patrol, Equipment, Snow
Removal, Sewers, Fire, Water Plant, other.)  

13: What financial resources from the county,
state, or federal governments will be avail-
able to the Choctaw Lake property owners
association (CLPOA) if no village is creat-
ed? 
(Roads, Patrol, Equipment, Snow
Removal, Sewers, Fire, Water Plant, other.)  

14: What happens to the current level of tax
funds paid by Choctaw residents to somer-
ford township if the Choctaw Lake area
becomes a village and the county begins to
pay a share of their taxes to the new village
entity? 

15: How could the township raise additional
dollars to offset the loss of income from
Choctaw becoming a village? 
New income tax? 
Higher additional license plate fees? 

16: If a village was formalized, what are the
estimated annual dollar amounts for somer-
ford township that would be received from
the county auditor from the Choctaw geo-
graphical area local taxes? 

17: What would be the estimated amount of
taxes paid to the new proposed Choctaw
village for this same annual tax period
without an income tax being implemented? 

18: What is the maximum income tax percent-
age that a village council could implement
without requiring voter approval at a spe-
cial or general election? 

19: What are current income tax percentages
for other villages in Madison County or
neighboring counties? 
What is the Ohio State average for this tax? 

20: How long does it take for a local county
governmental body such as a village, to
begin to collect taxes from the county audi-
tor after it begins life as a village (90
days?) (1 year?) 

21: Wow could fire department coverage be
funded by a new village structure? 

22: What is the average cost to operate a vil-
lage in Madison County? Please provide us
with the annual budget figures for the vil-
lages in Madison County? 
A line listing of all budget items would be
appreciated so that we may determine the
cost to fund management, fire, police,
roads, insurance, benefits, and necessary
services. 

23: What does it cost for a special election for
a village? 

24: If the lake association members (not board)
decide at a scheduled meeting not to merge
assets with a ballot initiative created vil-
lage, what will the county do? Double deci-
sion bodies could exist with one set of dues
collected by a continuing CLPOA ($549
and up per year) and new taxes (?$) Being
collected by our county that would be for-
warded to both the township and the newly
created village structure. 

25: How do the county commissioners see a
new village structure and Choctaw Lake
property owners association (CLPOA) co-
existing? 
The CLPOA would probably continue to
have a 9 member board. Other residents
would need to be elected to a village coun-
cil structure. What happens when the two
organizations have a major difference of
opinion? Will the county commissioners,
county courts and prosecutor be available
to settle the issues at no out-of-the-pocket
costs to the Choctaw Lake residents? 

26: With a village, will candidates for the vil-
lage offices have to run in both primaries
and general elections as republicans,
democrats, or independents? What county
election rules would apply? 

27: What do you see as the positives and nega-
tives of the Choctaw Lake community
becoming a village?
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Are All
Hospitals

the Same?
Not on your life.

Hospitals are as
different as the people

who work in them.

Our doctors know
their business. Our nurses

know that kindness and
compassion have a healing

power all their own.

You’re just like family
to us. And we treat

you that way.

Madison County Hospital
“We Treat You Like Family”

An affiliate of the OSU/Mount Carmel Health Alliance
210 North Main Street, London, Ohio 43140  phone 740-845-7000

Village continued from  page 1

BREWER
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

— 52 Years of Service —
252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155
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LENNOX®

••••••••••••••••••••••

Fall Special
Install a LENNOX®

furnace to your
existing ducts,
registers and
electrical system
for

as
low
as 

*On approved credit on Model G4OUH36A. Prior sales excluded. Not valid with other offers or discounts.

$3 200
per mo.*
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Mr. Steve Hecht
1800 E. Choctaw Drive
POB 588
London, OH 43140
October 18, 2001
Re: Choctaw Village

Dear Steve:

Before I answer your questions you should know that I, along with cer-
tain other County and Township elected officials involved in this issue have
conflicts of interest in the matter.  I am a Choctaw Lake property owner and I
own land adjacent to the lake subdivision.  That being said, my responses are
derived from public information that is easily verified.

After discussions with the County Commissioners and the Prosecuting
Attorney it was determined I can best answer questions 12-22; they will
respond to the other questions.

12. Villages are eligible for state and federal grants, low interest loans,
tax-sharing revenue and any other governmental subsidies and programs for
which they qualify.  Such programs are too numerous to list; they can be spe-
cific to certain projects or objectives, they may be offered for a limited time
and may require matching funds from the local entity. As a governmental
unit, Villages are also entitled to Ohio State Term Contract pricing for sup-
plies and equipment and participation in asset acquisitions from other govern-
mental entities generally at substantial savings.  Village employees are eligi-
ble for PERS.  For individual CLPOA property owners, to the extent CLPOA
assessments are converted to taxes, they become tax deductible for Income
Tax purposes; assessments are not deductible.

13. As a private entity, CLPOA is not entitled to those items noted in item
12, all such benefits would continue to accrue to Somerford Township.

14. Assuming the new Village is formed and detached from the Township
and that voters pass the exact levies currently being collected by Somerford
Township, Choctaw residents would experience no change in the amount of
property taxes paid.  Their tax payments however would be returned to the
Village instead of going to the Township.  If the Village is not detached from
the Township, property tax levy revenue would continue to go to the
Township but the Village would begin to receive Motor Fuel, License Tag
fees and Local Government Funds (LGF).

15. Additional property tax revenue is available to any Township (or
Village) with the passage of additional tax levies by their voters, from
increases in property values for new construction and, to a lesser degree, from
increases in existing property values.  The other major sources of township
revenue (Motor Fuel Tax, License Tag fees [currently at the max.], LGF, and
Estate Tax) allow little latitude for added revenue.  Townships do not have
statutory authority to enact an income tax, Villages do.

16. If a Village is formed and detached from the Township, no taxes col-
lected from Village property owners would go to the Township; all Village
taxes passed and paid by Village property owners would be returned to the
Village for a total annual revenue stream of $200,000 to $250,000.  If the
Village is not detached from the Township, approximately $115,000 in annual
property tax levy revenue from Choctaw property owners would continue to
go to the Township; the Village would receive Motor Fuel, License Tag fees
and LGF estimated at $85,000-$135,000 annually.

17. The Village would receive estimated annual revenue of $200,000 to
$250,000 if the Village is detached from the Township and voters approve the
levies currently in place at their now effective rates.  Sources are property
taxes, Local Government Funds, Motor Fuel Taxes & License Fees.  I have
assumed no Estate Tax revenue in this estimate although it can be a signifi-
cant source of unplanned revenue.

18. A Village can enact an Income Tax of up to one-percent without voter
approval (ORC 718.01 (C)).

October 22, 2001

M r. Steve Hecht
1800 E. Choctaw Drive
P. O. Box 588
London, OH 43140

Dear Mr. Hecht:

A number of the questions posed are answered by pertinent Ohio Revised
Code sections governing the incorporation of a village.  We must assume that
prior to a petition being forwarded to the Board of County Commissioners for
incorporation, that the Choctaw Lake Board would have the consensus of a
majority of the property owners at Lake Choctaw. The Ohio Revised Code is as
f o l l o w s :

Ohio Revised Code § 707.1 —  Simply states:  villages may be incorporat-
ed by petition addressed to the Board of County Commissioners.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.2 — The petition required shall be signed by
fifty-one percent of the electors within the territory proposed to be incorporated
as determined by the total number of votes cast within that territory for off i c e
of the Governor at the preceding general election for that office and shall con-
tain or have attached thereto: (1) a full description and an accurate map of the
territory within the proposed municipal corporation; (2) a statement signed by
the County Auditor as to the total  assessed valuation of the area proposed for
incorporated; (3) a statement that the area consists of not less than two square
miles, includes the population of not less than eight hundred person per square
mile, and has an assessed valuation of real personal or public utility property of
at least $3,500 per capita.  In determining per capita valuation, the assessed val-
uation of any tangible personal property, buildings, structures, improvements
and fixtures shall be added to the assessed valuation of real estate and public
utility property subject to general property taxation; (4) A statement by the sec-
retary of state that the name proposed in the petition is not being used by any
other municipal corporation in the state; (5) The name of a person to act as
agent for the petitioners; (6) A statement of whether or not the proposed munic-
ipal corporation contains and includes territory within three miles of any por-
tion of the boundary of an existing municipal corporation.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.03 — The petition may be presented to the
Board of Commissioners at any session of the board after which the board shall
make it available for inspection of any interested person.  The Board of
Commissioners may charge a fee to the agent of the petitioners to cover the
cost of verifying the signatures for the election.

If any portion of the territory to be incorporated into a village is within
three miles of an existing municipal corporation, the commissioners must look
to ß 707.04.  If not, the board shall fix and communicate to the agent of the
petitioners the time and place for hearing the petition, which time shall be not
less than forty nor more than ninety days after the petition is presented to the
Board of Commissioners.  Then the agent for the petitioners shall cause a
notice containing the substance of the petition, and the time and place where it
will be heard, to be published in a newspaper published in the general circula-
tion of the county for a period of three consecutive weeks.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.6 — States that this hearing shall be public.  A n y
person interested may appear, in person or by attorney, and contest the granting
of the prayer of the petition provided by ß 707.02 of the Ohio Revised Code,
and affidavits presented in support of or against the prayer of such petition shall
be considered by the board.  The Board of County Commissioners may amend
the petition on its leave and if any amendment is permitted, whereby territory
not before embraced is added, the board shall appoint another time for the hear-
ing, of which notice shall be given as specified.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.7 — After the hearing on a petition to incorpo-
rate, the Board of County Commissioners shall enter an order on its journal
allowing the incorporation if it finds:

The petition contains all matters required in § 707.02 and the statements in
the petition are true;

Notice has been published, as required, by § 707.05;
The number of valid signatures on the petition constituted fifty-one percent
of the electors within the territory to be incorporated, as determined by the

MADISON COUNTY AUDITOR JIM WILLIAMSON MADISON COUNTY PROSECUTOR STEVE PRONAI

See Willamson continued on  page 22 See Pronai continued on  page 17
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SAVE YOUR LIFE
Below is a medical form for the residents to voluntarily fill out. On this form I am asking you to put your name, age, address and a family member or

friend that the patrol can call in case of an emergency. At the bottom of the form list any type of medical problems you might have: heart disease, diabetes,
etc. also list any type of allergic reactions you might have to medications.

After I have collected all of the medical forms I will put them in alphabetical order in a folder, the patrol will carry a copy in the patrol car and a copy will
go to the paramedics. When the paramedics are responding to your house they will already know what type medication you are on and allergies.

Please fill them out and get them back to us as soon as you can.

Thank you, Chief deputy John W. Rafferty

Election on November 6 has Few Issues
Four Candidates for Three School Board Positions

by Bob Cordes

The Nov. 6, 2001 general election has four ballots.
London City School District: There are five school board members and

each serves for four years. Ideally, three are elected one year and then two
years later, the other two are elected. Sometimes members resign and that
upsets the schedule.

On Dec. 31, 2001, three terms will expire; those of Roy Brown, Richard E.
Parsons, and Marvin Peterson. Brown and Peterson are seeking reelection.

The other two board seats are held by Vici Geer and James M. Roddy. They
won the two vacant four-year seats in the Nov. 1999 election and their terms
expire Dec. 31, 2003.

There are four candidates for three four-year positions: 
Candidate Ernest E. Boyd was chairman of the recent successful drive to

build a new elementary school. 
Roy A. Brown joined the board on Jan. 1, 1998 for a four-year term as a

result of the Nov. 1997 election. 
Marvin Peterson was appointed in Oct. 1996 to take the place of Leslie

Payne who had just won the four-year seat one year earlier. In 1997, he ran for
a four-year term and won. 

Nancy A. Smith served eight years on the London City School Board, 1976
through 1983.

Madison County/London City Health District: This issue was defeated
when the request was for $0.05 mills and in recent years at $0.10 mills. The
request to the voters is because the Health District has no operating levy.
Expenses are met through fees, grants, and money from the townships, cities,
and villages. 

Everyone involved is in a squeeze of some sort, whether it is a township
providing funds or the health department trying to provide services as our com-
munity grows in population.

Fire Protection: Most residents believe fire protection could be improved
yet some residents, about 25%, continue to vote against the 0.5 mill requests
which make their way to us through our Somerford Township. This is a renew-
al tax levy to help keep what we have; which is the volunteer services of the
Central Townships Fire Department. 

Somerford Township Trustee: Incumbents Walter J. Bethel and Ernie
Sparks are seeking the two vacancies.

MEDICAL INFORMATION

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ Date_________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Age:_______    Family Doctor:___________________________________________________________ Doctor’s Phone No._________________________

Person to contact in case of emergency: ___________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Address of emergency contact:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List all of your medical problems and medication:

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

List any other information that would help the patrol or paramedics:__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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by Dave Pawson

Most people are probably familiar with the
basics of flag etiquette already: don’t let the flag
touch the ground, fly it on fair-weather days, take it
down if it is raining and illuminate it if it is being
flown at night, and half-staff it as a sign of mourn-
ing. The entire Flag Code can be found online in any
number of places, including “Flag Etiquette (U.S.)”.

Yet questions remain.
Precedence, the order in which flags are dis-

played, raises a common concern. The host coun-
try’s flag comes first. “First” is on the left, as seen
from the street and looking beyond the flags
towards the building before which the flags are dis-
played. The flags of other nations are then placed in
alphabetical sequence in the language of the host
country. In the United States, for instance, the
sequence would be: USA, Canada, Mexico, United
Kingdom. In Canada: Canada, Mexico, United
Kingdom, United States (excepting in Quebec,
where it would be Canada, Etats-Unis [USA],
Mexique, Royaume-Uni [UK]).

When flags of States or Provinces are to be
included, they are displayed after the flags of the
nations, again in alphabetical order, but broken
down by nation, i.e.: USA, Canada, United
Kingdom, New York, Texas, Ontario, Quebec,
England, Wales. There are exceptions even to this
rule. According to Stars, Stripes and Statutes
(National Flag Foundation, Pittsburgh, 1992),
because Texas, California and Hawaii were once
independent nations, they reserve the right, within
their borders, to display their own flags immediate-
ly following Old Glory, regardless of what other

flags may be included in the display. Therefore,
within Texas, the correct sequence is USA, Texas,
Canada, etc.

I was recently asked about the display of multi-
ple examples of the flags of the United States and
Canada at a single location. This was actually a bit
surprising, as President Bush had just met with
Canadian representatives amidst a backdrop of just
this situation: USA, Canada, USA, Canada. It
seems simple enough: begin with the host country’s
flag, then the guest, and alternate back and forth.
Regardless of how many nations are represented,
simply display the flags as is normally done and
repeat with each new grouping.

One of the most common flag fauxes-pas is that
of flying two national flags from the same pole.
This should never be done! In olden times it was
customary for the victor to hoist his flag over that
of the vanquished. To fly the American flag over
that of, say, Canada is tantamount to saying, “We
whooped your butt.” There are times, in interna-
tional and approved settings though, where this IS
appropriate, most notably at the Olympic games.

When displaying flags of multiple nations, it is
important to hoist them all on poles of the same
height, using flags of the same size, one flag per
pole. No organization’s flag should be placed high-
er than any nation’s flag, with two notable excep-
tions: the flag of the United Nations flies on a taller
pole and above the flags of the member nations, but
only at UN facilities; and the church pennant is
flown above the national flag on naval vessels dur-
ing onboard church services.

Half-staffing of the flag is the common symbol
of mourning in our country. To properly half-staff a
flag, it is first hoisted to the top, then slowly low-
ered. When striking the colors, it is again raised to
the top before being lowered for removal. Half-staff
is often literally defined as “halfway down the
pole,” however this is a misnomer: the flag may
actually be lowered its own length, as if leaving
space above it for another flag of the same size.
This is because this custom is actually related to the
aforementioned practice of flying two flags from
one pole. According to Dr. Whitney Smith’s 1975
volume Flags Through the Ages and Across the
World (MacGraw-Hill, 1975), the empty space dis-
plays Death’s invisible flag.

There are rules about displaying the flag at
half-staff, too. First and foremost, if the nation is in
mourning, so too is the State: the State flag must
also be lowered, as well as any municipal or orga-
nizational flags displayed at the same place. A State

may be in mourning without lowering the national
flag, though. In a display of national flags, it is
inappropriate to lower those of other nations if they
do not share in the grief. Therefore, the flag of the
US may be lowered, while those of other nations
are not.

Half-staffing in the United States is usually
done on the order of the President. State Governors
may also order flags within their jurisdiction low-
ered. They will always set a term for this action,
with ten days as the usual minimum. Flag Code pre-
scribes a set number of days for the deaths of vari-
ous officials, i.e. 30 days on the passing of a
President or former President, 10 days on the death
of the Vice President, and so on. In the event of per-
sonal loss, one’s own flag may be lowered from the
day of death through the day of interment, and does
not require any special orders or permissions.

Half-staffing is not always practical. Flags dis-
played flat on walls obviously cannot be lowered,
and should be trimmed in a black border about the
width of a stripe. Flags on brackets and poles
affixed to porches and storefronts do not have the
space to be lowered without causing the flag to con-
tact shrubbery or the building. In this event, the
owner has two options: again, trim the flag in black,
or affix a black streamer to the spearhead of the
pole. This custom is rarely seen in the United
States, but is proper. In fact, the US Air Force men-
tions and approves it under the heading “Mourning
Flag.” Such a flag can be seen in Boleslaw and
Marie Louise D’Otrange Mastai’s 1973 volume
The Stars and the Stripes (Alfred A Knopf, pp. 153-
154).

The field thing… When suspended on a wire
over a street, the field should face north on an east-
west bound street, or east on a north-south bound
street. When displayed against a wall, the field
should be on the upper left, from the observer’s
point of view. When suspended from a ceiling (as
Walmart is wont to do), the field should be on the
upper left as seen from the front entry, or if it is
within a department that is not visible throughout
the store, upper left as seen by someone entering
the department. The point here is as if the flag has
been hung from the back wall and moved outwards.
The north and east thing is for outdoors only .

(Stars, Stripes and Statutes is a highly recom-
mended resource for “[a] state by state review of
provisions covering the use and display of your
Flag and related subjects....” Published by the
National Flag Foundation (Pittsburgh) in 1992,
softcover, 62pp.)

Patrol Report
by Chief John W. Rafferty

SEPTEMBER  2001

Reports Taken
1.  Telephone Harrassment
2.  Property Damage
3.  Attempted Burglary
4.  Theft from a Vehicle

State Citations
1.  Stop Signs — 2
2.  Speed — 16

Total Dispatches...............................................................................................38
Total Traffic Stops ...........................................................................................43

Warnings ......................................................................................................25
Assists ..............................................................................................................32

Procedure for Viewing
CLPOA Records

1. Written request with:
Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to
approve or deny request within
three (3) working days.

3. If denied, it will be brought up at the
next Board Meeting.
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Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

230-231 Paul & Carrie Casa 1660 Suqulak Trl Jerome & Marilyn Bartosovich
475 Ronald & Chesta Geisbert 3120 Little Big Horn Joseph & Karen Price
559 Terry & Cynthia Lambert 1805 Shoshone Dr James & Mary Zawodny
741 James & Mary Zawodny 2014 Palouse Dr Hardesty Homes
776 Francisco Valdez 2920 Twana Dr Ronald Partlow
870 Ronald & Jennifer Greenhill 2360 Yuma Dr Paul & Susan St John
954 Christopher & Kimberly Mayhorn 2474 Chickasaw Dr William & Eileen Duncan
1090 James Tracey 2645 Sarsi Dr Willis Wright

Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for the following projects: House,

House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses, Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios,
Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing
to secure the necessary permit will be assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the
original permit. Section E-4 of the Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
b) Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the fol-

lowing schedule:

(i) Houses & Additions over 600 sq. ft. .....$1,000 deposit .......$500

(ii) House Additions up to 600 sq. ft...........$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iii) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iv) Sheds ......................................................................................$50

(v) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(vi) Driveways ..............................................................................$50

(vii) Fences.....................................................................................$50

(viii) Decks......................................................................................$50

(ix) Patios ......................................................................................$50

(x) Docks......................................................................................$50

(xi) Seawalls..................................................................................$50

(xii) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50

(xiii) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50

(xiv) Other structures ......................................................................$50

Mindful Mothers Club

The officers for the Mindful Mothers Club 2001-2002 year are: (pictured
left to right) Sherry Ley, President; Ann Marie Coterel, Vice President; Diane
Darling, Recording Secretary; Sandy Evanoo, Treasurer; Caryl Laney,
Corresponding Secretary; and Mary Zawodny, Librarian.

Buckeye Aeration Service, Inc.
— “Service on Most Major Makes Since 1974” —

P.O. Box 70, Marysville, OH 43040-0070

Phone or Fax: 1-937-644-1625

Email: mwoo@columbus.rr.com

www.nav.to/buckeyecomp

NOTICE
When you are driving and see this sign,

please come to a complete stop. The law
says you must stop and we will be watching.

Answers to eighth-grade math quiz on page 9.
1. c = 2 x b

c = a + 3
a + b + c = 32
Therefore, b = c/2 and a = c - 3.
Therefore, c - 3 + c/2 + c = 32
or 2.5c = 35
or c = 35/ 2.5 = 14
And a = 14 - 3 = 11
And b = 14/2 = 7

Sides are 7, 11, and 14. Perimeter is 32 inches.
————————————————————

2. Use the number “six” squared.
Day 1. 6 square feet
Day 2. 6 x 6 = 36
Day 3. 36 x 6 = 216
Day 4. 216 x 6 = 1,296
Day 5. 1,296 x 6 = 7,776
Day 6. 7,776 x 6 = 46,656
Day 6 is the answer.

————————————————————
3. Answer is 5.25 miles

————————————————————
4. 5 x 3 x 2 = 30 outfits

Mike Frommer complimented residents for their cooperation with URS,
who achieved all lot surveys in four months. The maps based upon the surveys
will be given to sewer contractors during construction. In January, we’ll receive
easements for our signature which permit the work to progress. Notaries will
be in the Lodge as witnesses to our signing the assessments, which will grant
us no money.

Jim Moran told of the improvement in controlling copper corrosion due to
our water now containing a phosphate treatment. He also told of sandblasting
the interior of the old water tower and coating it with epoxy this past spring,
and followed up with exterior painting. 

In other action, a motion to require voting by mail on fiscal matters, includ-
ing the budget, was soundly defeated. Bill Laney told of current discussions
regarding a lake height to be maintained which is under review by ODNR. John
Cimino said the lake would be raised after the present tube work is completed
at the dam so that a foot of water will be above the screens of the dry fire
hydrants. 

The official minutes of the meeting are expected to be in the December issue of
The Peace Pipe.

Property Owners continued from  page 1
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SOMERFORD TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES
Board Meeting Minutes • September 12, 2001

The Somerford Township Trustees met in regular session on Wednesday,
September 12, 2001 with all members present. The meeting was called to order
at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Jimmie Moran — a motion was made to approve the
minutes of the August meeting; all were in favor; motion carried. The
September bills were approved and signed by the Trustees.

A Somerford Township resident attended the meeting and presented the
Trustees with a check for $20,000 to be used for cemetery repairs. He will give
the township another $3,000 for the same use by the meeting in January, 2002.
The Clerk issued a receipt for the check and the Trustees voiced their appreci-
ation to the resident who asked that his name not be printed in the minutes.
Walter Bethel moved that a resolution be approved which earmarks these
monies for cemetery repairs as outlined by the resident; Ernest Sparks second-
ed; all were in favor; motion carried. The Somerford Township Trustees do
have a company who will begin the specified repairs as soon as they are given
the directive.

A question was presented to the Trustees. Does the township require that a
date of death be put on the headstone and/or footstone? The Trustees answered
that, to their knowledge, this is not required.

Mr. Frank Ward was also in attendance at the meeting. He would like to put
a sign up on the existing sign post at the BP station. Chairman Moran said that,
according to the Zoning Regulations, he needs to apply for a conditional use
permit from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Mr. Ward was given a copy of the
Zoning book for Somerford Township to review.

Mr. Moran mentioned that he received a telephone call from a woman who
complained about the condition of a township property. Mr. Moran went to see
the owner and asked that he clean up the property. The property owner did
agree to remove the junk vehicles, etc. from the property.

Trustee Ernest Sparks completed the form from the Ohio Department of
Liquor Control not requesting a hearing for the transfer of ownership of prop-
erty from Cheryl S. Moran to Charles Steven Blake.

A claim was received from the Bureau of Workers Compensation for John
R. Swaney for a neck injury sustained in 1977. The Clerk had already contact-
ed BWC and told them that Mr. Swaney has never been employed by
Somerford Township.

The Clerk sent a letter to the Ohio State Highway Department at the
request of Chairman Jimmie Moran. It asked that three (3) “No Parking” signs
be placed by the drive adjacent to the concession stand in Summerford. A copy
of this letter was sent to Keith Brown who is on the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Walter Bethel moved and Ernest Sparks seconded a resolution to change
the upstairs heating from propane to natural gas. The Clerk will call about this.

A letter was received from the Jonathan Alder School District requesting
information which may be useful to them in their plans to build a new high
school and renovate other buildings. Somerford Township has no information
to offer.

The Trustees are continuing to check on the cost of a dump truck as well
as the financing for it.

Mr. Sparks went to the Health Department meeting. The Trustees voted
unanimously to give that entity a 7% increase. This raise will not be collected
if the levy which is being run on the November ballot by the Health
Department passes.

Mr. Moran mentioned that there was a meeting at Choctaw Lake concern-
ing the subdivision becoming a village. Those in favor of the conversion would
like to accomplish this in three (3) phases. This is currently being investigated
and a plan may be put before the property owners for a vote. If Choctaw Lake
would become its own village, some of the revenue currently received by
Somerford Township would revert to the newly-established village.

Being no further business to be discussed at this time, the Chairman
adjourned the meeting at 8:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela C. Wassmuth, Clerk

About Ernie Boyd:
• Warsaw High School, 1970, Warsaw, Indiana
• Butler University College of Pharmacy, 1975
• Indiana University, MBA, 1983
• Pharmacist, now Executive Director, Ohio Pharmacists Association
Ernie and his wife, Twila, have been Choctaw Lake residents since 1998. He has been involved as Chair of the Citizens for Schools Campaign to

improve our schools. His sons, Tommy and Richie, are students in London Schools. He is active with children, having taught as a volunteer in sever-
al classes, and is currently Assistant Scoutmaster with Troop 426.

Objectives for School Board
Ernie Boyd is very supportive of the work of the current Board and Administrative Staff of London City Schools. The administration showed

excellent leadership in dealing with the difficult challenges of the recent flooding of Deercreek Elementary and the Middle School. If elected,
Boyd plans to continue the focus on doing the most with the limited resources available. He strongly believes that we have great
teachers and administrators who can continue to improve the overall educational experience for the children of London. With
his children in the London Schools, Boyd has a strong personal interest  in the success of the district. He believes that all chil-
dren need the best education we can provide.

Ad paid for by Candidate, 1930 Choctaw Circle, London, Ohio 43140.
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R.N. SMITH REALTY

We can service both sellers and buyers
with our knowledge of the community and

experience in working with every aspect of your real
estate transaction — from start to finish!

Call Al or Janie at:

740-852-1043  •  740-852-1044 (fax)

JANIE COX
Full-Time Realtor/Manager

Lake Resident - 24 yrs.
Home: 740-852-1511
E-mail: janiec49@msn.com

AL WILDERMAN
Full-Time Realtor

Lake Resident - 17 yrs.
Home: 740-852-2509
Cell: 614-370-4573

E-mail: awilderman@msn.com

2607 W. CHOCTAW • $379,000

1880 SHOSHONE • $164,500

1015 CHICKASAW DR. • $469,000

1320 CHICKASAW DR. • $249,000

2567 KAROK DR. • $146,900

During these trying times, we have Thanksgiving to remind us how thankful we are
for so many things. How fortunate we are to have our family, friends, and neighbors.

We are thankful for your continued support, but, most of all, your friendship!

1885 YUMA DR. • $153,700

CHOCTAW LOTS

1100 E. CHOCTAW • $275,000

2589 KAROK DR. • $159,7002035 Palouse
Waterfront ..........$152,000

2405 Yuma ...............$29,900
3056 Potawamie.......$27,300
1350 W. Choctaw .....$21,900
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total number of votes cast within the territory for the office of governor at
the preceding general election of that off i c e ;

The territory included in the proposed municipal corporation is compact
and is not unreasonably large; municipal services, such as police and fire
protection, street construction and maintenance, sanitary and storm sewer,
planning, zoning, and subdivision control, and parks and recreational facili-
ties are capable of being financed by the proposed municipal corporation
with a reasonable local tax, using the current assessed valuation of proper-
ties as the basis of calculation; and the general good of the community,
including both the proposed municipal corporation and the surrounding
area, will be served if the incorporating petition is granted.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.8 — If the Board of County Commissioners
grants the petition for incorporation as a village, the County Commissioners
shall enter on its journal all the orders and proceedings of the board relating
to the incorporation and deliver a certified transcript of all orders of the
board, signed by a majority of the members of the board, the petition, map,
and all other papers on file to relating to the incorporation proceedings to
the county recorder at the earliest time practicable.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.9 -  The county recorder shall file the transcript
or other papers provided by § 707.08 of the Ohio Revised Code in his
o ffice, and the expiration of sixty days thereafter, unless enjoined, shall
make a record of the petition, transcript, if any, and map in the proper book
of records.  He shall also file a copy of the record with the secretary of
state.  The county recorder shall preserve in his office the original papers or
copies of the original papers delivered to him by the Board of County
C o m m i s s i o n e r s .

Ohio Revised Code § 707.11  - Within sixty days from the filing of the
papers relating the incorporation of a village by the Board of County
Commissioners with the county recorder, any person interested may make
application by petition to the court of common pleas setting forth the errors
complained of or claiming the decision of the board is unreasonable or unlaw-
ful, and praying an injunction restraining the recorder from making the record
and filing a copy of the record with the secretary of state.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.12 —  When a petition is filed under § 707.11 ,
the person filing it shall give notice by delivering a copy of the petition to the
county recorder and the agent of the petitioners for the municipal corporation.
On receiving such notice, the recorder shall transmit to the clerk of court of
common pleas all the papers relating to the matter of incorporation on file in the
r e c o r d e r’s office, and in that event, no record of the papers shall be make by the
recorder as provided in § 707.09 until he receives a certificate from such clerk
showing that the injunction has been denied.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.13 — The court of common pleas shall hear the
petition for injunction not less than twenty days from the filing thereof and at
such hearing the court may hear evidence upon the matters averred in the peti-
tion.  If the court finds no error in the proceeding before the Board of County
Commissioners and that the board’s decision was reasonable and lawful, the
petition for such injunction shall be dismissed.  Thereupon the clerk shall return
such papers to the county recorder, with a certified transcript of the order of the
court, and the recorder shall immediately make a record and file a copy of the
record with the secretary of state as provided in § 707.09.

Ohio Revised Code § 707.14 — If the court finds an error in the proceed-
ings before the Board of Commissioners or that the board’s decision was unrea-
sonable or unlawful, the court shall make an order enjoining the county recorder
from making the record and filing a copy of the record with the secretary of
state.  Such order shall not be a bar to subsequent applications to the board for
the purpose of effecting incorporation.  The court shall render the judgment as
to payment of the cost incurred in such proceeding for injunction as is just and
e q u i t a b l e .

If the Choctaw Lake area proper becomes a village, then at some point the
village administration must make a decision concerning how to proceed in rela-
tionship to the township.  The village can have certain tax levies collected under
the auspices of the township to pay for services available to the village under
the township.  Those would be fire protection, cemetery, etc.; or the village can
completely isolate itself from the township, in which case it would have to have
its own levies or taxes for fire protection or cemetery services which they
would contract with either the township or other entities. This division and iso-
lation would be accomplished through Ohio Revised Code § 707.28, § 503.07,

and § 703.22.  To completely split away from the township, under § 503.07,
there would be ghost township boundaries set up around the confines of the vil-
lage proper which would then be delineated from the original township for
levy/tax purposes, etc.  It is of note that currently no village in the county has
completely separated itself from the township in which it is in.  Most village
citizens pay some levy money basically for fire protection and/or cemetery
upkeep plus other assorted township projects.

Ohio Revised Code § 703.20 — Discusses the surrender of corporate
power by a village.  It states:  Villages may surrender their corporate powers
upon the petition to the legislative authority of the village of at least forty per-
cent of the electors thereof, to be determined by the number voting at the last
regular municipal elecion [sic], and by an affirmative vote of a majority of such
electors at a special election, which shall be provided for by the legislative
a u t h o r i t y, and conducted, canvassed, and the result certified and made known
as at regular municipal elections.  If the result of the election is in favor of such
s u r r e n d e r, the village clerk shall certify the result to the secretary of state and
the county recorder, who shall record it in their respective offices, and there-
upon the corporate powers of such village shall cease.

Ohio Revised Code § 703.21 — The surrender of corporate powers by vil-
lage does not affect vested rights or accrued liabilities of such village or the
power to settle claims, dispose of property, or levy and collect taxes to pay
existing obligations, but, after the presentation of the petition mentioned in such
section, in § 703.20, the legislative authority of the village shall not create any
new liability until the result of the election is declared, or thereafter, if the result
is in favor of the surrender of corporate powers.  Due and unpaid taxes may be
collected after such surrender, and all monies or property remaining after the
surrender belongs to the school district embracing the village.

I will now attempt to answer the questions that were put in the letter of
October 15, 2001.  Questions that are not relevant or cannot be answered I will
indicate as such.  Other questions will refer to the above Ohio Revised Code
sections that have been enumerated previously.

Question # 1:  See the above code sections.

Question # 2:  Ten percent of the people who voted in the last governor’s
election probably in Choctaw Lake area only.

Question # 3:  Lake Choctaw.

Question # 4:  See the above code sections.

Question # 5:  Anyone who is a property owner of Lake Choctaw can cir-
culate a petition.

Question # 6:  Any petition that would affect Lake Choctaw must be by a
registered Lake Choctaw resident only.

Question # 7:  Not relevant.

Question # 8:  Registered voters can sign any petition as long as they
understand what they are signing.

Question # 9:  Lake Choctaw residents.

Question # 10:  Lake Choctaw residents.

Question # 11:  The Choctaw Lake Owner’s Organization is the body that
appears to be investigating the feasibility of turning Lake Choctaw into a vil-
lage.  We know for a fact that there have been at least two to three fact-finding
meetings that have been properly noticed to the citizens of Lake Choctaw.  It is
up to the people of Lake Choctaw to attend these meetings and learn what is
going on in their own area.

Question # 24:  The county will do nothing if they decide not to merg e
their assets.  That is something that will have to be determined in a court of law
between the village and the lake association members if an agreement cannot
be reached.

Question # 25:  No opinion.

Question # 26:  Any candidates running for village office will have to go
through the normal election process which means running in primaries, in gen-
eral elections, with stated affiliations, i.e. Republicans, Democrats,
Independents, etc.

Question # 27:  No opinion.

S i n c e r e l y,
Stephen J. Pronai
Prosecuting A t t o r n e y
S J P : m m
cc:  Madison County Commissioners

Pronai continued from  page 11



18 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, November 2001

Question: 
Why does a pilgrim’s pants always fall

down? 
Answer: 

Because they wear their 
belt buckle on their hat

Question: 
If the Pilgrims were alive today,

what would they be most famous for? 
Answer: 
Their age!

Question: 
What did the turkey say
before it was roasted? 

Answer: 
Boy! I’m stuffed!

Question: 
If April showers bring May flowers, 

what do May flowers bring? 
Answer: 
Pilgrims.

Question: 
Why did the police arrest the turkey? 

Answer: 
They suspected it of fowl play.

Question: 
Can a turkey jump higher than 

the Empire State Building? 

Question: 
Why do turkeys always
go, “gobble, gobble”? 

Answer: 
Because they never learned

good table manners! 

Question: 
What kind of music 

did the Pilgrims like?
Answer: 

Plymouth Rock

Question: 
What do you get when you 

cross a turkey with an octopus? 
Answer: 

Enough drumsticks for Thanksgiving

Question: 
What key has legs and can’t open doors? 

Answer: 
A turkey

Question: 
Why can’t you take  a turkey to church?

Answer: 
Because they use such FOWL language

Question:
Why did the Indian chief
wear so many feathers? 

Answer: 
To keep his wigwam

Question: 
What’s the best dance 

to do on Thanksgiving? 
Answer: 

The turkey trot

Question:
What’s the key to a great

Thanksgiving dinner? 
Answer:

The TurKey
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Question:
Why did Johnny get such 

low grades after Thanksgiving?
Answer:

Because everything is marked 
down after the holidays. 

Question: 
Why did the Pilgrims want to 
sail to American in the spring? 

Answer: 
Because April showers

bring Mayflowers. 

Question:
Where did the first corn come from? 

Answer:
The stalk brought it 

Question:
What happened to the Pilgrim 
who was shot at by an Indian? 

Answer:
He had an arrow escape

Question:
What happened when the 
turkey got into a fight?

Answer:
He got the stuffing 
knocked out of him

Question:
Which side of the turkey 

has the most feathers? 
Answer:

The outside

Question:
How can you make a turkey float? 

Answer:
You need 2 scoops of ice cream, 

some root beer, and a turkey.

Question:
Why did the turkey cross the road? 

Answer: 
It was the chicken’s day off.

Question: 
How did the Mayflower 

show that it liked America? 
Answer: 

It hugged the shore

Question: 
What are the feathers on 
a turkey’s wings called?

Answer: 
Turkey feathers

Question: 
Why was the turkey the 
drummer in the band?

Answer: 
Because he had the drumsticks.
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Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

740-852-9543

www.london.lib.oh.us

Find Faster, More In-Depth
Searching & Additional
Computers at London Library

In October the Library added four new computers, compliments of the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation’s U.S. Library Program. Also, the Library went
live with Polaris, a new Windows-based computer system that makes search-
ing easier and allows patrons to look up information about their library
account.

“People shouldn’t hesitate to ask Library staff if they have questions or
problems as they begin to use Polaris,” said Acting Library Director Debbie
Wittkop.

Haunted Good Times Held at Cemetery
The “Spirits of Madison County” shared their histories with dozens of

modern-day visitors armed with flashlights on October 11 when Friends of the
London Public Library sponsored an evening walk through Oak Hill Cemetery.
Grace Yerian organized the spirits, which included town founders, philanthro-
pist Richard Cowling, a Civil War soldier, a reverend and others. Jeanne
Nichols, shown here, portrayed a merchant’s wife. The next big Friends-spon-
sored event will be Artrain USA, which is open to the public on Saturday and
Sunday, November 10-11, from noon to 7 pm at the Depot on Main Street.
Admission is free.

Give Those Grades a Boost!
Adult volunteers are available after school at the Library to help students

with special projects and general studies. The homework helpers can be found
at the Library each Monday - T h u r s d a y, 3 - 4:30 pm. Quick Links to Music Web Sites

BigBands Database: http://info.net
Ultimate Band List: http://ubl.com/
Lyrics.com: www.lyrics.com
Classical Net: www.classical.net
Jazz Online: www.jazzonln.com
Country.com: www.country.com
OperaWeb: www.opera.it/English/OperaWeb.html
AMG’s All Music Guide:http://allmusic.com

Quick Links to Book Web Sites
Amazon.com: www.amazon.com
Barnes & Noble: www.bn.com
Bookwire: www.bookwire.com
Cluelass: www.cluelass.com
Romance Writers of America:

www.rwanational.com
Publisher’s Weekly:

www.publishersweekly.com
Borders Bookstore:  www.borders.com

Library Web Site Links You to
the Hottest Entertainment

If you’re looking for music or entertainment web sites, you’ll find a useful
collection when you visit the London Public Library at www.london.lib.oh.us.
You’ll find quick links to the following when you check out “New Releases.”

WE’VE GOT A
FREE LIBRARY CARD

FOR YOU
Stop by the London Public Library to get it. Then enjoy free books,

videos, tapes and special programs for you and your children!

LONDON PUBLIC LIBRARY
20 East First Street, London, Ohio 43140 • 852-9543

Remember to check out the election bulletin board at the Library for a preview of who
is on the November ballot, plus precinct information.

Kelly’s
Kandle Shoppe

Come see us at the Fall Craft Bazaar!

ROOT ™



has invited more than 250 American artists to be
involved in the U.S. space programs and to interpret
space flight through art. In a creative melding of art
and space, the artists, responding to space explo-
ration on emotional and spiritual levels, document-
ed the work of engineers, astronauts, and scientists.
From the excitement of the initial effort to put a
man on the moon to recent endeavors such as the
Mars Pathfinder mission and the Hubble Space
Te l e s c o p e, artists including Peter Max, Robert
McCall, Robert Rauschenberg, Norman Rockwell,
Andy Warhol, and James Wyeth have captured the
spirit of space exploration.

“The A rt i s t ry of Space exhibition is exciting,
because it touches all generations and gives us the

opportunity to bring museum art to the
nation, while incorporating the relation-
ship of art to science and technology, ”
said Debra Polich, President and CEO of

Artrain USA. “Artrain USA i s
about touching lives and opening
doors for people and communi-
ties. For some children and

adults, it’s the first time they
have had the experience of
visiting an art museum.”
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WALLS & BENNETT REALTY
AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED AFFILIATE OF KING THOMPSON REALTORS.

1-800-640-2189

DEBI GLENN
CHOCTAW LAKE SPECIALIST
CHOCTAW LAKE RESIDENT

Debi’s Awards and Accomplishments include:
• Columbus Board of Realtors $10 Million Club
• Ohio Association of Realtors President’s Sales Club Award 1992-2000
• Co-founder and Past President of Madison County Area Realtor’s Association
• Past President of American Business Women’s Association — Columbus, Ohio
• Women’s Council of Realtors
• Choctaw Lake’s Top Salesperson

“Proven Performance… Not Promises”

To reach PAGER HOME E-MAIL

Debi, call…. 614-332-3130 740-852-0924 debiglenn@dragonbbs.com

Traveling Art Museum launches NASA A r t
Collection exhibition in Madison County. A m e r i c a ’s
museum in motion, rolls into London, Ohio on
November 10th & 11th to present its exhibition,
A rt i s t ry of Space, featuring artworks from NASA
and the National Air and Space Museum art collec-
tions. Hosted by Friends of the London Public
L i b r a r y, Artrain USA is open for public viewing
November 10th & 1th from noon to 7 p.m. both
days parked at Depot on Main Street. Admission is
free; donations are encouraged!

A rt i s t ry of Space is a collection of paintings,
drawings, prints and sketches that reflect the excite-
ment and energy of space exploration. Since the
inception of NASA’s Art Program in 1962, NASA

“Art” Aboard!
Artrain USA’s mission is to enhance lives and

build communities. Artrain USA fulfills its mission
by bringing visual art exhibitions and programs
directly to communities that do not have access to
museums or collections. As a powerful catalyst,
Artrain USA sparks the formation of local and
regional arts councils, bolsters art education pro-
grams and community pride and spurs downtown
and depot renovations. Artrain USA has traveled to
44 states and the District of Columbia, delighting
more than 2.6 million visitors since its first stop in
1 9 7 1 .

Artrain USA’s A rt i s t ry of Space national tour is
sponsored by DaimlerChrysler. Norfolk Southern is
responsible for transporting Artrain USA to London,
Ohio and Ohio Arts Council, Georgiana Chaney,
Lois L. Robison, Byers Charitable Trust, City of
London, Madison County Commissioners, London
Public Library, A l e x a n d r a ’s Bed and Breakfast,
Winchester House Bed and Breakfast, Ned
S p e a s m a k e r, Kenny Sims, Wilson Printing &
Graphics, Inc., Artists of Madison County, Central
Ohio N-Track, and London Kiwanis Club provide
additional local support.

Visitors are invited to tour the gallery, take part
in an interactive program, visit the gift shop and
view Artrain USA’s resident artist and local commu-
nity artists demonstrating their skills. Designed with
the “newcomer” in mind, but with the sophistication
that an experienced museum patron can also appre-
ciate, A rt i s t ry of Space is sure to be entertaining and
informative to visitors of all ages.

For more information on Artrain USA’s visit,
please visit the London Public Library website at
w w w. l o n d o n . l i b . o h . u s.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 2001

6 7

13

20

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Sewer Board Mtg. (CR)

7:00 p.m.
Village Mtg. (L) 7:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Board Mtg (CR) 7 p.m.
Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Cub Scouts (A)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Children’s Play Group
(A) 10:00 a.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

Booster Club (CR)
7:00 p.m.

Kickers (L) 6:30 p.m.
Scouts (A) 6:30 p.m.

15

22

8

Seniors (A)
12 noon

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Peace Pipe
Deadline 16

23

26 28 29 30

9 10

11 12 17

18 19 24

25 27

4 5

31 2

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.

14

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Booster Club
Fall Craft Bazaar
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

2001 Calendar of Events
November 5 Sewer District #2 Board Meeting, Lodge Conference

Room at 7pm

November 10 Booster Club Craft Bazaar

November 14 CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting, Lodge
Conference Room at 7pm

December 2 CLPOA Christmas Dinner

December 3 Sewer District #2 Board Meeting, Lodge Conference
Room at 7pm

Please check The Peace Pipe for additional activities that are unannounced at this printing and to confirm
dates and times for the above activities. These dates are subject to change.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

19. The City of London and four of the five Villages in Madison County
have enacted a one-percent income tax. For a complete list of Municipal
income tax rates please review
http://www.ohio.gov/tax/Publications/Tax_Data_Series/LG11/lg11cy99.htm. 

20. Revenue from levies passed can be collected and distributed to the
taxing entity in the following year if levy resolutions call for it.  Distributions
are made throughout the year depending upon the source; Motor Fuel Taxes
& LGF are paid monthly, Real Property Taxes in March & July, etc.

21. Fire protection is generally provided by contract with a local fire
department. Negotiated payments are generally based on property valuation.
The contracting entity may pay for fire protection from a specific fire levy or
from its General Fund.  Somerford Township currently has four fire levies
totaling 1.27 in effective millage that raise approximately $80,000 annually; I
estimate that approximately $55,000 of that come from Choctaw property
owners.

22. Audited financial statements for Madison County Villages are avail-
able on the Internet at: http://www.auditor.state.oh.us/.

As a publicly elected official serving all of Madison County, it is inappro-
priate for me to take an official position either pro or con on this issue.  I
encourage you to carefully consider the impact on the Choctaw Lake commu-
nity, the impact on Somerford Township along with the aspects of obvious
appeal and concern for such a change.

Sincerely,

Jim Williamson
Madison County Auditor

Cc: Jim Zawodny, CLPOA Pres.

Williamson continued from  page 11



November 2001, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 23

NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $150.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Word (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

3161 Old Columbus Road, London, Ohio 43140

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

MIKE POMPURA
Realtor

614-876-2375

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

CLASSIFIEDS

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

740-852-2509

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

DON MILLER
Realtor

740-852-4416

PIANO INSTRUCTION
Several openings.

All Ages  •  All Levels
Holiday Recital December 13 at the

London Public Library
Jodine  •  852-0827

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

DECEMBER
JANUARY

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

NOVEMBER 17
DECEMBER 15

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be
authored by an individual, should be understood to
have been published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of print -
ing other than remuneration from Central Ohio
Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Central Ohio
Printing Corp. (The Madison Press), London, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 158 S. Main St., London,
OH 43140, 740-852-8344 • FAX: 740-852-7976.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for December.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is November 17.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster.................................................................Chantal Weldon (852-2082)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers....................................................Mary Atchison (852-5430)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club....................................................................Brian Killian (852-3783)

HOLIDAY
TRASH PICKUP

MONDAY DEC.  24TH

MONDAY DEC.  31ST

INFORMATION
REGARDING

YOUR WATER
FLORIDE 1.25 m/l
SODIUM .25 m/l
HARDNESS 370  m/l  28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occur-
ring and nothing is added.

James Moran,
Utility Superintendent

To place your classified ad, call 852-2593.



2001 Committees

Board Committees
Beautification .............................................Emalena McCracken, Andy Mauck

Lake, Drainage & Roads ..............................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake

Public Relations & Publications.........Terry LaPrise, Brad Couch, Bob Cordes

Recreation .................................................................... Jim Shade, Steve Blake

House/Office.................................................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake

Land/Facility Use .................Terry LaPrise, Brian Throckmorton, Brad Couch

Standing Commitees
Audit..............................................................................................Gary Swisher

Nominating....................................................................................Dan Atchison

Ballot Counting .........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2444
E-mail: clpoa@qn.net  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino.............................................................................................................Lake Manager

John Rafferty .............................................................................................................Patrol Leader

Carla Dye...............................................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino .................................................................................................Part-time Secretary

James Moran ...............................................................................................Utility Superintendent

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday ................................................................................................12:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday...............................................12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

The Peace Pipe
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association
2875 Oneida Drive
London, OH 43140

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2001-2002

Jim Zawodny (2002) President 852-5900

Bill Laney (2004) Vice President 852-0634

Terry LaPrise (2003) Secretary 852-8892

Brian Throckmorton (2002) Treasurer 852-5871

James Shade (2003) 852-2783

Steve Blake (2003) 852-0209

Andy Mauck (2004) 852-3133

Brad Couch (2004) 845-1499

Emalena McCracken (2002) 852-1095

———————————————
Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Steve Blake President 852-0209

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Bill Laney 852-0634

Ernie Sparks 852-1949
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