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NOTICE— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
AS A SERVICE TO RESIDENTS, PETITION FORMS TO

PREVENT LOCATING AN AUTO AUCTION NEAR I-70 AND
SR 56 ARE AVAILABLE AT THE CHOCTAW OFFICE.

Issue is discussed on pages 3, 7, and 11.

It’s Time to Vote
The November Pot is Boiling
by Bob Cordes

Let's not discuss the presidential race.  But if you wish to sound “presi-
dential,” just say, “My name is ________ and I approve this message.”

Washington, D.C.: There are races between George Voinovich (R) and
Eric Fingerhut (D) for U.S. Senator, and between Deborah Pryce (R) and Mark
Brown (D) for 15th District Representative to Congress.  Former governor
Voinovich is considered an independent voice and has been at odds with
Republican policy makers at times.  Pryce succeeded Chalmers Wylie years
ago and is considered one who strictly follows the party line.   

State Offices:  Republican Steve Austria, 10th District Senate incumbent,
is running against Democratic candidate Charles Hart.  Austria was one of the
senators who voted for putting “slot machines at horse-racing tracks” on the
Nov. 2 ballot.  When the implementation of the issue was brought to the floor
however, he voted against it because he wanted more of the generated money
to go to local schools than was proposed, according to his spokesman.       

Republican incumbent Chris Widener is challenged by Democrat William
Eby for the 84th District Representative position.  Widener also voted to put the
slot machine issue on the Nov. 2 ballot (the proposal did not receive enough
votes to get on the ballot), arguing that the money would help the schools.  It
would take some burden off of school districts now financed with real estate
taxes and income taxes.  

(While straying from the subject of this election, video slot machines were
the most common problem of callers to Ohio Lottery's problem-gambling hot
line during a recent 15 month review of calls even though the machines are not
legal in Ohio.  We may see the slot machine issue on the May 2005 ballot.)   

County Offices:  In contested races, incumbent Chris Snyder (R) is run-
ning against well-known John Stahl for the County Commissioner spot.
Incumbent Robert Hackett is unopposed in his bid for another term.  

State Constitutional Same-Sex Amendment: After a few challenges,
Ohio put the proposed constitutional amendment about same-sex marriage on
the Nov. 2 ballot.  The wording of the issue can be confusing.  You vote “Yes”
if you want marriages to be between one man and one woman.  You vote “No”
if you want relationships between people of the same sex to be considered
equal to a marriage recognized by the state of Ohio.   

The proposed amendment reads:
ARTICLE XV

Section 11:  Only a union between one man and one woman may be a mar -

See Election continued on  page 8

London School District Has
Bad Report Card
Study Reveals Legitimate Reasons
by Bob Cordes

London City Schools did not shine when the grades were issued for
meeting the 18 state education standards.  London only met eight.  London
came in last among Madison County’s four school districts.  Jonathan A l d e r
met 14 standards; Jefferson met 11 and Madison-Plains 10.

Five districts in Franklin County did worse than us.  Columbus and
Whitehall each met five standards.  

It sounds bad and is bad.  The district’s score could have qualified it for
a grade of Academic Watch.  But because of an alternative way to grade the
schools, based upon how well each student did on the third-, fourth-, and
sixth- grade tests (known as the Performance Index score), the school
earned a Continuous Improvement rating. 

Bob Smith, Assistant School Superintendent, has shed some light on the
poor grades.  Many teachers are quick to point out that they can not do it all.
Home life plays a big part of the picture.  Smith’s analysis supports that.  

He points to London having a higher number than the three other coun-
ty schools when it comes to minority students, economically disadvantaged
students, and students with disabilities.  Some people argue those types of
students can be found at a county seat where programs and facilities are
more readily available.  

In comparing with Jonathan A l d e r, London has 15.3% minority students
versus 1.1% for JA.  London’s students listed as “economically disadvan-
taged” amounts to 23.5% vs. 10.7% at JA.  

Many of these students are likely to have dysfunctional families, as it is
called today.  Call it what you wish, the students often have little support for
studying, their family is at the lower end of the economic ladder and have
not prized an education, and the family is likely to be a single parent situa-
tion where that parent is struggling to make ends meet and time is at a pre-
mium.  

Special intervention programs are recommended by Smith for minority
students because of the large academic gap between them and white stu-
dents.  

Smith tells of 40% of this year’s kindergarten class was found to be at
academic risk.  Special programs must be given to the children so they have
“a chance to succeed,” he says.  He suggests they need all day kindergarten.    

Smith points out that about one-third of the students leave or enter the
school system each year.  One of the standards London fails is their gradu-
ation rate.  Less than 90% of the students graduate.  Students drop out of
school.  Hardly something that the school should be faulted for.  

For those who want to seriously study the situation and its many statis-
tics, Dr. Bob Smith call be reached at 740-852-5700 or by e-mail at
b o b . s m i t h @ l o n d o n . k 1 2 . o h . u s .



Substantive Motions Approved in this
Meeting – 

- Motion 04-033:  Brad Couch made a
motion to authorize BBC&M to do the
recommended diagnostic core borings
on the primary spillway.  Seconded by
Mike Hexamer.  Motion passed.

- Motion 04-034:  Rick Ballard made a
motion to accept the revised Building
Codes with corrections made by Steve
Grapp.  Seconded by Rich LaRowe.
Motion passed. 

- Motion 04-035:  Rich LaRowe made a
motion to allow the Swims on behalf of
the LAYBL to utilize the Arrowhead
once a month for the nominal charge of
$25 with the stipulation to leave the
facilities as clean as when they entered.
Seconded by Steve Blake.  Motion
passed.  

- Motion 04-036:  Brad Couch made a
motion that the CLPOAPresident send a
survey to the Lake organization presi-
dents as listed in The Peace Pipe to ver-
ify that their members are in good stand-
ings.  Seconded by Ruth Sowers.
Motion passed.

- Motion 04-037:  Steve Grapp made a
motion that the Long-Range Planning
Committee produce a long-range plan
for fire protection at Choctaw Lake.
Seconded by Em McCracken.  A roll call
vote was taken as follows:  Em
McCracken:  Yes; Rich LaRowe: No;
Brad couch: Yes, Rick Ballard: No, Mike
Hexamer: No, Steve Blake: Yes; Steve
Grapp: Yes; Ruth Sowers: Yes.  Motion
passed.

- Motion 04-038:  Rich LaRowe made a
motion that Bob Smith be placed in the
permanent open position and Brad
Couch for the alternate position on the
Madison County Sewer District #2.
Seconded by Ruth Sowers.  Motion
passed.

Call to Order:
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at

7:00p.m.  A roll call was taken as follows:
Bob Smith:  present, Brad Couch: present, Rich

LaRowe: present, Steve Blake:  present, Emalena
McCracken:  present, Mike Hexamer:  present,
Ruth Sowers: present, Steve Grapp: present; Rick
Ballard: present. 

John Cimino (CLPOA Lake Manager), Steve
Hilling (CL Patrol), Jimmy Moran, Terri Shores,
and Bill Laney were also present.  

Property Owner’s Time: 
Ed Swim, Lot 652, was present on behalf of the

London Area Youth Baseball League.  The organi-
zation is looking for a place to have a meeting once
a month.  Last year there were 258 kids in the
league, many from the Choctaw Lake area.
Meetings would be held from 7-9pm.  Further dis-
cussion will be under New Business. 

Calis Chiangir, Lot 536 and 537, had some gen-
eral questions regarding the paving.  Bob Smith
indicated there is a contract and a Road Committee.

The Road Committee is inspecting, measuring, and
documenting all issues and they will be addressed.
The warranty period is for one year on the road-
work.

Joan Grieco, Lot 579, was present to file a
complaint against a Patrol Deputy. The Board
asked that an official complaint be filled out and
given to the Patrol Chief.  If no satisfactory resolu-
tion is achieved, then the issue should be brought
back to the Board.

The September meetings were revised to indi-
cate that the President does not vote unless there is
a tie.  Also, the action item for Steve and Brad
regarding the survey was revised to say that there is
no new survey coming out, only recommendations
for when the next time there is a survey.

Ruth Sowers made a motion to accept the
September minutes as revised.  Seconded by Brad
Couch.  The Board approved the minutes.    

Patrol Report:
(Presented by Steve Hilling)

- There have been several changes in patrol
with personnel shift changes, resignations,
and new hires.  Steve Hilling asked that the
Board review the patrol benefits and salary
packages, as it is difficult to hire and retain
personnel.  There are currently four full-time
patrol personnel.  Rich LaRowe asked Steve
to analyze the current plan and make some
recommendations for areas to improve so that
it can be looked at for next year’s budget.
Steve is working on plans with the Sheriff’s
Office and/or OPATA to see if any of those
plans would be available to the Choctaw Lake
patrol personnel.

- Mileage and preventative maintenance are up
on the patrol cars due to additional roadwork
with the pavers.  

- Steve will make a recommendation for
Deputy John Alexander regarding his efforts
during the fire on the East side.

- There was some discussion and clarification
of a memo and monies being spent on uni-
form allowances.

Maintenance Report:
(Presented by John Cimino)  

- All buoys have been removed from the lake.
Lake lowering will begin on November 1st.
The ditches in the park areas need to be
cleaned of debris.  There is one full-time
maintenance employee at this time.  

Office Report: 
(Presented by Carla Dye)

- Most new boat storage spaces have been rent-
ed.  Twelve lawsuits have been filed for past
due accounts - they go to court on November
17th.  The office is looking into accepting
MasterCard and Visa for quarterly payments.
There was further discussion.  Brad Couch
suggested getting another bid from one of the
Choctaw residents for this service. 

- Phone directories are almost done.  

Choctaw Utilities 
(Presented by Jimmy Moran)

- There were several water main breaks due

to previous repairs not holding.  
- The Rules and Regulations for servicing

water leaks are in place.

Treasurer’s Report:
(Presented by Rich LaRowe)  

- The audit has been completed and it went
back a period of one year. A few concerns
were noted and they have been addressed.
For the next audit, the Board will need to
specifically request the Audit firm to make
recommendations.  Steve Grapp asked for
clarification on Item 3.  The audit is available
and property owners are encouraged to come
to the office with any questions regarding the
Audit.  Carla will add something to the web
site.  Brad Couch will write the draft.

- Budget – no income from phone directory this
year, also no distribution income for last 3
months.  Carla is checking into these areas.    

- Road funds have been distributed and funds
are now being used from the bank loan.  The
road project is on track and on budget.

- Boat storage area is running a little over budg-
et.  The lottery system for storage spaces is
not needed going forward.  The old boat stor-
age spaces are still needed and will not be
done away with.  John Cimino will draft a let-
ter to let owners know that the storage spaces
are available now.

- There were questions on budget and they
were addressed by Carla and Rich LaRowe.

Manager’s Report:
(Presented by John Cimino)

- Issue with security lights – they are affecting
property owners on the East side. John
Cimino would like to change two of the lights
to canopy lights.  There is no additional cost
to install.  There will be a loss of security with
the canopy lights.  Discussion followed.  John
will have Ohio Edison replace the two lights
in question as a test basis.

- Ohio Lake Community Association Meeting –
John Cimino and Bob Smith will be attend-
ing.  

Committees:
o Beautification – Em McCracken asked about

the spigots at the main entrance.  A pipe was
put in the road while the culvert was open.  

o Lake Drainage and Roads – Mike Hexamer
and Steve Blake are monitoring the roads and
conditions and continue to work with the
contractor to resolve issues.  Rick Ballard
asked about striping and Mike has been look-
ing for contractors.  Steve Blake brought up
the issue of needing gravel along the road
edges.  

o Publications and Public Relations – Nothing
to report.

o Recreation – Nothing to report.
o House and Office – Nothing to report.
o Land/Facility Use – Poles for storage area

have not been set yet but hopefully this week.
John asked what the limitations were for the
storage areas.  Any motor vehicle stored there

2 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, November 2004

CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting • October 12, 2004
(These are unapproved condensed notes as provided by the Board and in most instances will not be the complete recorded minutes of that particular meeting.)

See Minutes on  page 3



must be registered. 
o Sewer – Bill Laney reported on the sewer

project.  It is starting to wind down.
Restoration contractor has been completely
around the lake at least once – there are areas
that they still need to go back on.  The plant is
up and running, trees, lighting, grass are there.
Some areas need to be re-seeded.  A letter or
postcard is going out to all property owners
asking the condition of their property.
Complaints are filed and the contractor will
resolve those situations.  The Contractor is
only working on complaints reported to them.
There has been no action taken on the proper-
ties not yet hooked up.  Bill also discussed the
formation of the sewer board – one Choctaw
member has resigned so that position needs to
be filled.  Bob Smith has served as an alter-
nate and is recommended for the permanent
position.  Terry LaPrise has been suggested as
the next alternate.  Further discussion under
New Business.

o Long-range Planning – The next meeting
October 26th.  Alternative vegetation for
ground cover on the backside of the dam is
being looked at by a Choctaw resident who
works for ODNR.  Hydroelectric power is
being looked at as well as emergency service
locations closer to the Lake.  Steve Grapp
mentioned a long-range plan for fire protec-
tion and a plan for a bid process for projects
over $5,000.  We should consider revising our
bid procedures for projects over x amount of
dollars.

Old Business:  
- Bob Smith provided a document related to

Motion 04-028.  Don Gregory can clarify the
issue at the Property Owner’s meeting.
Discussion followed.

- John Cimino elaborated on the conditional
use zoning in agriculture to create a storage
area for the property owners and the paint ball
course, with the balance to remain in a nature
preserve.  Summerford Township will hold a
meeting that is scheduled for October 21st.
No permits are needed since it is agricultural.
If a building were wanted, zoning would need
to be revisited.  

- A petition against Ritchie Brothers was dis-
cussed.  Ritchie Brothers are proposing to buy
99 acres at the corner of 56 and 70 to build a
heavy equipment refurbishing plant and auc-

tion house.  Auction days would increase traf-
fic by approximately 80 semis and 800-1000
cars.  The Township meeting for Ritchie
Brothers is the same time as the property
owner’s meeting.    Brad Couch will be repre-
senting.

- Eight bids were received for snow plowing.
Discussion followed.  Outsourcing could get
costly due to hourly rates, ice and snow
removal, etc.  Mike Hexamer recommends we
continue to do it in-house.  Discussion fol-
lowed.  Some work may be done in-house and
for big storms some work may be contracted
out.  John Cimino will get the salt spreader
and International inspected to see what main-
tenance needs to be done.  Last year it took
136 man-hours with 96 of it overtime.  In the
past, Choctaw Lake has done our own plow-
ing with Jimmy Moran as a backup.  Rich
LaRowe will need the plan for 2005 by
November for next year’s budget.

- John Cimino has a bid for putting in the new
driveway on the East side where mailboxes
are being moved.  John will check with cur-
rent contractor to see if it can be done for less.

- BBC&M core samples report is in.  Rick
Ballard gave a brief summary. Discussion fol-
lowed.  The report needs further review by the
Board.  Rick to get quotes for the two differ-
ent methods of repair.  Brad Couch made a
motion to authorize BBC&M to do the rec-
ommended diagnostic core borings on the pri-
mary spillway.  See Motion 04-033.

- Rick Ballard gave an update on the sirens; the
equipment is ready to ship within the next few
days.  The equipment will be installed on the
pole while it is down.   Rick will need to find
someone to set the pole or get a quote at addi-
tional cost.

- The ‘Refuse’ signs for the Lodge and
Maintenance barn have been purchased -
Maintenance to install.

- The Board members reviewed the Revised
Building Codes.  Rick Ballard made a motion
to accept the Building Codes as revised.  Rich
LaRowe seconded.  Discussion followed.
Steve Grapp had some corrections for Item 1a
and B3.  The second and motion were with-
drawn.  Rick Ballard made a motion to accept
the revised Building Codes with corrections
made by Steve Grapp.  See Motion 04-034.  

- John Cimino will follow up with owners who
have the large rubber floating rafts and will

put an article in The Peace Pipe now and one
again in the spring.

New Business:
- Rich LaRowe made a motion to allow

L AY B L to utilize the Arrowhead once a
month for the nominal charge of $25 with the
stipulation to leave the facilities as clean as
when they entered.  Seconded by Steve Blake.
The second and motion were withdrawn.
Rich LaRowe made a motion to allow the
Swims on behalf of the LAYBL to utilize the
Arrowhead once a month for the nominal
charge of $25 with the stipulation to leave the
facilities as clean as when they entered.  See
Motion 04-035. 

- John Cimino will provide a list of rentals to
the Long-Range Planning Committee for
Choctaw Lake buildings and how much they
pay.  Brad Couch suggested that the rentals of
the Choctaw Lake facilities be standardized.  

- Rich LaRowe is looking for a document that
summarizes past motions and some document
that can be passed along to new Board mem-
bers.  John will provide.

- Brad Couch made a motion that the CLPOA
President send a survey to the Lake organiza-
tion presidents as listed in The Peace Pipe to
verify that their members are in good stand-
ings.  See Motion 04-036.

- Steve Grapp made a motion that the Long-
Range Planning Committee produces a long-
range plan for fire protection at Choctaw
Lake.  See Motion 04-037.

- Steve Grapp made a motion that the Long-
Range Planning Committee come up with a
bid process for large bids, similar to the bid
process stated in the Ohio Revised Code.
Dollar amount greater than $5K.  No second.  

- The appointment for Sewer Board position
was discussed.  Rich LaRowe made a motion
that Bob Smith be placed in the permanent
open position and Brad Couch for the alter-
nate position on the Madison County Sewer
District #2.   See Motion 04-038.  Steve Blake
needs to provide the names to the Madison
County Sewer District board.

Ruth Sowers made a motion to adjourn.   Steve
Blake seconded the motion.  The meeting was
adjourned at 11:50 pm.

— Minutes recorded by Terri Shores.
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ELECT CHRIS R.

SNYDER
Madison County Commissioner

Paid for by Chris R. Snyder for County Commissioner Committee, 680 Forrestwood Ave., West Jefferson, OH 43162.
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club
An all-volunteer organization working hard for our community

President.........................................................................Cindy Cole (845-0128)
e-Mail: ccole2@localnet.com

Vice President ............................................................. Kim Yousey (852-5072)

Treasurer ..................................................................................................Vacant

Secretary ...................................................................................................Vacant

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Nov. 4 Booster Meeting all welcome
Nov. 13 Fall Craft Bazaar Sandi Couch/Cindy Cole
Dec. 2 Booster Meeting all welcome

(Election of Club Officers for 2005)
Dec. 5 Christmas Dinner Cindy Cole
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Party Susan Malone
Jan. 6 Booster Meeting all welcome

Watch the calendar for more events to come!  Volunteer and chairperson opportunities are
available.  Please call Booster President Cindy Cole @ 845-0128 or attend our monthly
meetings for more information.  

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on T h u r s d a y, November 4th at 7:00 p.m. in the

Lodge Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to attend. If anyone is interest-
ed in participating in the Booster Club, please contact Cindy Cole at 845-0128.

2004 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS

Make plans now to

CHOCTAW LAKE RESIDENTS AND GUESTS

DECEMBER 31, 2004
8PM TO 1AM

CHOCTAW LODGE

$10 a person
21 and over

Sponsored by The Choctaw Lake Booster Club

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

Choctaw Lake Lodge

All residents of Choctaw Lake are invited to
join us in celebrating the Holidays. 

As a big Thank You from the Booster Club, we will be
providing Honeybaked Ham and dinner rolls for our

guests.  Please plan to bring a side dish to share.
Dinnerware will be provided this year.

Crafts and surprises will be available for the
kids.  As well as a visit from Santa!

Entertainment will be announced shortly.

Please RSVP to Cindy Cole at 845-0128
by November 21st  so we can estimate the

perfect amount of food for everyone.

Sponsored by the Choctaw Lake Booster Club

Make A Difference!
Join the Choctaw Lake Booster Club!

For a small $5 membership fee annually, you can become a voting mem-
ber of the Choctaw Lake Booster Club.  Help us plan new community improve-
ments and support our annual scholarship fund.

Welcome New Members!
Sandi Couch, Sally Lane, and Tammy Taylor

NOTICE
The Booster Club has cancelled its P.O. Box.  Please mail all future

information to the following address.  Thank you.

The Choctaw Lake Booster Club
2480 Cherokee Drive
London, Ohio 43140
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2 0 0 4
Fall Craft

B a z a a r
November 13, 2004

9am — 3pm
Choctaw Lake Lodge

Please join us for an EXCITING show!

Many new products including Seasonal
and Gift items to discover.

Kitchen will be open
— Sponsored by the Mindful Mother’s League. —

Please stop by for lunch.

Take a Chance and enter to win our 50/50 Raffle!

Any Questions?
Please call Cindy Cole at 740-845-0128.

— Sponsored by the Choctaw Lake Booster Club. —



We plan on making 2004 even better!

If You’re Thinking of LISTING and
Want to be SOLD — CALL JANIE OR AL!

(To give you the best possible service…
our office is open 7 days a week — give us a call!!)

852-1043
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R.N. SMITH REALTY

THE TOP 2 REALTORS AT
CHOCTAW

LAKE
IN

2001,
2002,

and again in

2003!

JANIE COX
740-852-1511

Full-Time Realtor
Choctaw Lake Resident - 26 Yrs.

Madison County Realtor of the Year
for 1998 and 2001!

Past President of Madison County
Area Realtor Association

Member of Chamber of Commerce
(#1 in Sales, 2001,

2002, & 2003)

AL WILDERMAN
614-370-4573

Full-Time Realtor
Choctaw Lake Resident - 18 Yrs.

President of Madison County Area
Realty Association - 2004

Chamber of Commerce Director

(#2 in Sales, 2001,
2002, & 2003)

are



November 2004, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 7

Madison County Sewer District #2 held their
regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, September 7,
2004 at 7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the
Choctaw Lodge.Members present: Chairman, Bill
Laney; John Mitchell, Mike Hansgen, Bob Smith
and Ernie Sparks.

Others present: David Brand and Ken
Koppes, from Engineerís Office; Tom Kellas from
URS Corporation; Steve Grapp (lot 541), Karen
Clemans (lot 584), Jeff Tidd (lot 677) and Craig
Smith, Recording Secretary.

Chairman, Bill Laney, called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m.  Member Sandra Ballard was
excused.  Bill asked the property owners present to
give their address and lot number.

Steve Grapp (3135 Potawamie) talked about
damage to his lot, which he presented several
months ago.  He said the monument was replaced
and his yard had been rock-hounded and hydro-
seeded.  He said that the contractor has not
addressed the street-side issue, which is the ditch
along West Choctaw.  He said there is heaved soil
where the directional boring took place for the elec-
trical cable and there is considerable erosion.  He is
getting water inside his basement on the southeast
corner where the alarm disconnect panel is located.
This is where the trenching up to his house is locat-
ed.  Tom Kellas will follow up on this issue.  

Karen Clemans (1889 Shoshone) said there
was a 10-foot by 20-foot area of running water next
to her basketball court.  She put up two nets to keep
balls from getting into the water.  She said a gully
was dug to drain the water. The contractor told her
they did nothing to cause this situation.  They also
told her their records indicated a leak in this area
before they dug.  She said the leak appears to be
fixed.  She added that the contractor left so much
mud on the basketball court that the lines were not
visible.  She had to shovel off the mud before the
court could be used.  The other issue she talked
about was two gullies of water running down her
property.  She said there is a long pipe laying on her
property and ornamental grass that was not there
before.  She added that Lake Manager John Cimino
told her he received a letter from the contractor say-
ing they did not do this.  She has not seen the letter.
She said they knocked down one of her driveway
lights and that they should not have come down her
driveway. Tom Kellas will look into these issues
and get back to her.

Jeff Tibb (2050 Yuma) said he had been to a
previous meeting with his neighbor to report on a
water issue in the front yard.  His neighbor was get-
ting water in his crawlspace.  Since then a drain has
been installed.  He said in the meantime his yard
sunk about two feet and the contractor was sup-
posed to bring it up to grade so that he would not be
accepting all the water again.  He said it is still
graded toward the crawlspace of his house and it is
still damp.  Tom Kellas will look into this issue and
get back to him.  

Bill Laney asked for a motion to approve the
August meeting minutes.  Ernie Sparks made the
motion to accept the minutes.  Mike Hansgen sec-
onded the motion.  The minutes were approved.  

Tom Kellas gave an update on the project.  He
said it is mainly in the restoration phase.  There are
150-170 homes remaining in the first wave of
restoration.  URS is keeping an on-going punch list
of complaints and problems with the restoration.
Dan Moran and Madison County are getting week-
ly copies.  Mid-Ohio is coming out once or twice a
week to address some of these issues.  Tom said the
plant is finished.  There will be some reseeding of
grass in the spring in some patchy spots.  He said
Maria would be on-site for another month or so to
answer homeowner questions and issues.  

David Brand gave an update on items being
addressed by the County.  He said they are compil-
ing costs and getting final change orders in to
determine the final project cost and tap-in fees.  He
anticipates this to be completed in December or
January.  Ken Koppes reported there are five new
homes in process; two of these have ordered
grinder pumps.  David expressed concern about
locking in the tap-in fees.  He said the new con-
structions might cost a little bit more.  He said they
are at the deadline for construction inspection.  He
said there are a few construction issues with URS
that are being looked at.  In addition there other
items including damage claims and restoration
issues.  

David said the County responded to the EPA on
a request for sewer service on the Ritchey Brothers
site across the freeway. The site is within the sewer
planning area but may not be in the existing service
area.  He said that it might be a capacity issue.  The
current plant is designed for 300,000 gallons a day
and the actual usage is estimated at 218,000 gallons
a day. At this point it is running about 160,000 to

180,000.  The EPA will not recognize that until
sometime in the future, possibly one year from
now.  He said the Ritchey Brothers average daily
flow would be equivalent to about 20 houses.  They
have about 15 employees but on auction days could
have as many as 800 people.  If they are tied into
the system there is an issue with the size of the line
to be installed.  Would a smaller line be installed
initially and then upsized or a larger line installed
that would handle additional users in the future.
The County wants to make sure that applications
are not granted for different systems inside the
sewer service area.  Different systems include
package plants, mound systems and spray irrigation
systems.  

John Mitchell asked what happens from here.
David said that once restoration is signed off it goes
into the warranty period.   Then the contract would
be closed with Mid-Ohio and the bond would be
held.  At that point final costs would be given to the
auditor.  He said the punch list would have to be
taken care of before final signoff.  He said some
money would have to be put in escrow for any
future claims.  He said there are 25 to 30 unre-
solved issues with property owners.  

Bob Smith asked about the two non-hookups.
David said that one is in limbo and the other has
hired a new attorney and the deposition has been
rescheduled for September 13 even though the trial
is scheduled for September 16.  

Bill Laney asked about recent driveway
repairs.  Tom Kellas said that inadequate joint seal-
er was initially used and proper sealer is now being
installed.  

David said sewer bill delinquencies have come
down.  He sent out a letter explaining that delin-
quencies would be assigned to the auditor and
appear on the property taxes.  He said there are 70
people who have never paid their bill.  

The Board discussed the tree issue at David
Quincel’s property. Tom Kellas said Mr. Quincel
has a copy of the incident report.  David said the
escrow account might be used to take down the tree
if it does not recover in the spring.  

The Board discussed the tree issue at Bob
Lark’s property. Tom Kellas said that we are wait-
ing for a response from Mid-Ohio.  

Bill Laney stated that the next meeting is set for
Tuesday, October 5, 2004 at 7:00 pm.  The meeting
adjourned at 8:52 pm.

Madison County Sewer District #2 Meeting
Tuesday, September 7, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.
Conference Room of the Choctaw Lodge

740-852-4093
Call us for all your lawn care needs.
Landscaping projects (large & small)
Lawn mowing & trimming
Lawn repair
Lawn aeration
Grass fertilization/weed control
Tree service & shrub trimming

Flower bed maintenance
Garden tilling
Leaf pickup & removal
Snow removal
Excavating projects
And much, much more Watch our Sunday Services on Cable TVon Saturdays & Sundays at 9:00 p.m.

62 East Second St., London, OH 43140
740-852-1522 • www.stjohnslondon.org

Traditional Sunday Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Sunday Service at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

~ ~ ~ ~ Come worship with us.  ~ ~ ~ ~

Pastor Steve Smithberger

St. John’s Lutheran Church

The CLPOA office will be closed on Thursday, November 25th and Friday, November 26th.



riage valid in or recognized by this state and its political subdivisions.  This
state and its political subdivisions shall not create or recognize a legal status
for relationships of unmarried individuals that intends to approximate the
design, qualities, significance or effect of marriage.  

Polls indicate that 2/3 of the people in Ohio will vote “Yes” on the hot pota-
to issue.  Opponents claim it will promote costly law suits.  Ohio State
University is against the Amendment because they state, among other reasons,
that it will hinder them in their efforts to bring the best teachers to OSU.    

Some influential people, including business executives who would have
more benefits to pay out if the amendment is defeated, are against the amend-
ment.  They say it is unnecessary since the Defense of Marriage Act was
passed in Ohio.  Both U.S. Senators say they are against it.  State Senator
Austria voted for the Defense of Marriage Act.  State Rep. Widener is for the
amendment and believes marriage needs to be defined as between a man and
woman.     

London City School District:  Our school district is asking for approval
of a 1% income tax for five years to provide operating funds because of a cash
shortfall expected before the end of this school year.  Recent attempted levies
based upon real estate valuation and income tax failed.  It is believed a tax of
five-year duration has a better chance of passing than a permanent tax.  T h i s
same issue (for five years) received about 44% approval in March 2004. 

If the income tax is approved, the Board will rollback 0.9 mill of existing
property taxes.  That reduces real estate taxes by about $25 per year for each
$100,000 valuation of your real estate.    

Previous Peace Pipe articles have covered the income tax issue in detail.
(See Nov. 2003 issue.)  Briefly, the tax is 1% of the amount on line five of the
state income tax form.  Most Choctaw Lake seniors will likely pay less to sup-
port schools with this levy than with tax on their property.

A $50 tax credit is available to seniors on the state form.  Also, some peo-
ple have had their Social Security benefits taxed on their federal form.  You'll
be able to deduct any SS benefits from your Federal Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) on the Ohio Sch. A adjustment page.  

You can determine what this will cost you by taking the AGI and Ohio
adjustments plus the number of your exemptions.  After you find out what 1%

of Line 5 is, be sure to deduct the real estate reduction mentioned above to
know what you'll pay.

Tom Coyne, School Superintendent, says, “The issue is necessary due to
the increased costs to operate.”  He lists some of those costs as “energy, insur-
ance, gasoline, supplies, materials, and wages.”  He asks that we compare our
expenses now with those of 1990, the last voter approved operating increase for
the London schools.

Coyne has advised residents of notification by the State Auditor that the
school district is in a state of Fiscal Caution.  If the Income Tax issue fails at
the polls this time, the district will face the possibility of a commission coming
in to run our school system with the intent of getting things back in the black.
Approving the income tax will make that worry evaporate for now.

If the issue does not pass, the school board has developed a list of places
where cuts could take place as cost reduction measures are needed.  Coyne says
those areas include high school guidance, vocational programs, student fees,
elimination of bus routes, increase of class sizes, and a return to basic minimum
course offerings.

Mental Health: A service involving drug/alcohol treatment and mental
health is asking for 0.5 mill for five years.  The levy is requested to fund the
Eastern Miami Valley Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services
Board (ADAMHS).  Madison, Clark, and Greene counties are served by the
ADAMHS.  This levy was defeated in March 2004.  It will cost the owner of a
$100,000 home about $15.31 more in property taxes.  If passed, the generated
funds will be used for chemical dependency services, counseling, etc. for
Madison County residents only; Clark and Greene counties have passed simi-
lar levies.  It is argued that addiction is the cause of much criminal activity in
our area.

Emergency 9-1-1: A replacement levy of 0.8 mill for five years will bring
in about twice the amount currently generated .  The original levy of 1990 was
at 0.8 mill but is now at about .44 mill and costs the owner of a $100,000 house
$13.50.  The replacement levy will bring in $24.50 for each $100,000 valuation
of real estate (your home).  The additional $11 in taxes will be used to upgrade
9-1-1 related equipment on emergency vehicles and system computers.    

Election Information:  Choctaw residents vote at the Lodge from 6:30
a.m. until 7:30 p.m.  You must be registered to vote and had until 9 p.m. on Oct.
4 to do so.  The local board has received a high number of absentee ballot appli-
cations but the a big voter turnout is expected on Nov. 2.
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SALES & SERV I C E
140 South Main Street • London, OH 43140 • 740-845-0465

London’s newest Lawn Equipment Sales & Service Center
Visit our new showroom next to Dwyer’s Bros. Hardware!

10%

any lawn
equipment
repair or

service with
presentation
of this ad.

Election continued from  page 1
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Snow Skiers Looking For A Good Deal?!

Tell your friends, all welcome, join the club!

————————————————————————————

SUPPORT LAKE CHOCTAW WATERSKI
CLUB BY JOINING NOW AND SKI WITH

US THIS WINTER

For more information or to purchase passes go to:
www.lakechoctaw.com, Ski Club Announcements or contact Bill Laney

@ 740-852-2550 or choctawskiclub@columbus.rr.com

London, Ohio
est. 1979

PASSES NEED TO BE PURCHASED BY DECEMBER 15, 2004.

740-845-LAWN

Schedule today for your...

Fall Cleanup &
Leaf Removal

Snow is on the way! And we offer...

Snow Removal &
Salt Spreading

Driveways and Sidewalks

Call today for your FREE estimate!

Deputy Searches Burning Home
by Patrol Chief Steve Hilling

On Friday, October 8, 2004, a fire consumes a home at 1915 E.
Choctaw Drive. Every homeowners fear became a reality due to a possi-
ble electrical problem igniting a fire in the attic. The three-alarm fire
moved quickly thru the home. Firefighters from Central Township F. D . ,
London F.D., Harmony F.D., West Jefferson F.D., Mechanicsburg F. D . ,
and Mt. Sterling F.D. units combined efforts to battle the flames.

Prior to fire units being on scene Deputy John Alexander arrived at
the residence.  Upon accessing the situation onlookers and neighbors
advised Alexander of someone possibly being in the home. Without due
care to himself he entered the heavy smoke surrounding the home.
Peering thru a doorway he yelled out for a response from inside.
Observing the fire in the rafters and ceiling he decided to enter and check
for victims. Conducting a room-to-room search he was relieved to dis-
cover no one in the home. Alexander was able to exit the home safely
before it becoming fully involved. Central Township Fire and assisting
fire departments were able to contain the fire before it got to the garage.
Deputy John Alexander knowing the risks, had placed himself in harm’s
w a y. Human life being paramount Alexander went above and beyond as a
public safety individual to attempt any possible rescue. This time a patrol
unit was lucky not to find anyone. A l e x a n d e r’s effort speaks volumes
towards his character and for that he has our appreciation for a job well
done. To the firefighters on scene that day we also show our gratitude for
their continued efforts and professionalism.

No Electricity on Oct. 12

by Bob Cordes

Power was lost in the Choctaw area from about 7 a.m. until 9:30 a.m.
on Oct. 12 due to an accident on I-70.  A tractor-trailer slipped off the
highway and damaged various utility lines.  Traffic in both directions of
the interstate was diverted to the National Pike (Hwy. 40) for four hours.
Unusually heavy fog complicated the situation. 

Daisy May is Pet of the Month
Daisy May was rescued from death row at another shelter. She is about 2

years old. She loves other dogs, not sure about cats. She likes to get attention,
but might not be good with really small kids. She does not like her mouth
messed with. She will give kisses if she wants to. She is great at taking food
from your hand. Loves car rides and McDonald’s. Chicken Nuggets are her
favorite. She likes to go for walks and does listen well. Daisy May is a wire
haired numbie tailed dog about 28 lbs. Daisy May would love to find a home
soon.

Daisy May’s adoption fee is $80.00 which include set of vaccines,
deworming, heartworm testing if old enough and spay/neuter. If you are inter-
ested in Daisy May or know somebody who is, please have them call the shel-
ter at 740-852-7387 or email betty@madisonhumane.org

Thanks,
Betty
betty@madisonhumane.org
www.hsmcohio.com

P.S. Make sure to check out all the wonderful dogs we have that need
homes. You can do this at www.hsmcohio.com

~~~~ NOTICE ~~~~
LAKE LEVEL LOWERING

NOVEMBER 1ST
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Mindful Mother’s League O.C.C.L.

The Mindful Mother’s League had a
family pumpkin decorating fun evening at
the Lodge in October.  Members’ c h i l d r e n
carved or decorated about 60 pumpkins and
enjoyed donuts and cider.  (See Photos)
Donations were collected for the Helton
family which were victims of a house fire.
Several members and children presented the
family with the funds.  (See Photo)  A l s o ,
five members and one guest attended the
84th O.C.C.L. State Convention that was
held in Cincinnati on October 8-9, 2004.
The league’s program book was again recog-

nized.  Member Mary Zawodny, presented
Resolutions at the convention that were
adopted.  (See Photos)  

During November Mindful Mothers will
be working the concessions at the Choctaw
Fall Craft Bazaar on Saturday, November 13
and hosting a Pancake & Sausage Brunch at
the Madison House Club House on Sunday,
November 21 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  (Please
See Our Ad)  Please plan to attend both of
these events to support Mindful Mothers.  

The regular monthly meeting in
November will be hosted by Mary Zawodny

and co-hostesses Diane
Darling and Lisa Berkey.
Two speakers will be pre-
senting a program about
understanding childhood
learning and behavior dis-
abilities.  

If you would like more
information about Mindful
Mothers, please call Chantal
Weldon at 852-2082.  

Submitted by Caryl Laney
Mindful Mother’s Publicity
Committee 

Above and below, members’s children enjoyed carving or deco-
rating about 60 pumpkins.

Mindful Mothers present Tammy and Carl Helton and 2-year-old daughter
Allison with a donation.

Mindful Mothers President, Chantal Weldon, Twila Boyd, Mary Zawodny, Elaine Nutt,
and guest Nellie Nutt (not pictured Debbie Blaho) attended the OCCLState Convention.

State President, Juanita Bennett, recognized the Mindful Mothers 2003-2004 Program
Book.

League President, Chantal
Weldon, holding a certificate

shows her excitement for
Mindful Mothers Program Book

being recognized.
Mary Zawodny presenting Resolutions at the
OCCL State Convention in Cincinnati.

Mindful Mothers go to the
OCCL State Convention
in Cincinnati
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SOMERFORD TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES
Board Meeting Minutes • September 8, 2004

The Somerford Township Trustees met in reg-
ular session on We d n e s d a y, September 8, 2004 at
the Somerford Township Hall with all members
present. The meeting was brought to order at 7:00
p.m. by Chairman Ernie Sparks and the A u g u s t
minutes were approved with the change of Keith
B r o w n ’s resignation date to October 1, 2004. T h e
September bills were approved and signed by the
t r u s t e e s .

Many township residents were in attendance
at the meeting to voice their opposition to the
conditional use permit applied for by Ritchie
Bros. Reasons listed for the non-support of the
permit are noise, water pollution and increased
t r a ffic on St. Rt. 56. Tim Kander from Ritchie
Bros. was also present at the meeting to address
some of the concerns. Vice Chairman Jimmie
Moran made comments which included giving
some of the background as to how Somerford
Township Zoning regulations have evolved over

the past years. He explained to the residents that
this is a regular township meeting of the trustees
and that conditional use permits are the responsi-
bility of the Somerford Township Board of
Appeals. A hearing was held on August 25th and,
as advertised, the next scheduled meeting is
September 15th. These residents may return to the
township hall and voice their concerns at that
t i m e .

The Clerk told the Board that the traveling
Clerk postponed the August appointment — she
had to attend the funeral of a close family friend.

The Somerford Township Clerk also informed
the Board of Trustees that she will be resigning her
position as of October 31, 2004. She will be avail-
able to train a new Clerk for the job with Somerford
Township if needed through March 31, 2005.

Vice Chairman Jimmie Moran presented the
Clerk with a bill for the fence which was put up at
the Somerford Township Cemetery. He also

reminded the trustees of the County A s s o c i a t i o n
meeting on September 13th.

Trustee Walter Bethel said that there is a meet-
ing scheduled in Rosedale on Monday, September
13th to talk about establishing a refuge committee,
if anyone is interested in attending.

Cemetery Sexton and Road Maintenance
Supervisor Dave Jeffers reported that he got in
touch with Brent Zimmerman to pick up the appli-
ance along Tradersville-Brighton Road. A l s o ,
Jerry Ardrey is supposed to bring Mr. Jeffers some
literature on a salt spreader — he is no longer
employed by Ace Tr u c k .

Chairman Ernie Sparks reported that he
attended the Sewer Board meeting.

Being no further business to be discussed, the
Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela C. Wassmuth, Clerk

The Helton family wishes to thank everyone who
has helped us in so many ways in our time of need.
While at our worst, the community has supported us
and helped ease our burden.

Your thoughts, gifts, and prayers will help us
through this tragedy. We thank God that it was not
worse than it was. We are amazed by the outpouring
we have received.

On a special note, we are glad firefighter Mike
Chamberlain, who was injured, is fine. All of the emer-
gency responders including our neighbors who tried to
save our home have our thanks.

Carl, Tammy, Allison Helton
Temporary residence: 800 Crescent Dr.
West Jefferson, OH 43162

Thank You,
Everyone

Join Us For Our
Pancake
Brunch &

Open House
at

The Madison
Senior Living Community

Sunday, November 21, 2004
anytime from 11am to 2pm

in our Clubhouse!

Enjoy our delicious pancakes,
sausage,  and a drink

for only 
$2.00

After you eat, take a tour of our Independent Living
Cottages. New Model Now Open!!!

The Madison Senior Living Community
351 Keny Blvd., London, OH 43140

Call Donna at 740-852-0145 for more information

— Proceeds will go to the  Mindful Mother’s  —

Fire Destroys Choctaw Home
by Bob Cordes

A fire destroyed the home of Carl and Tammy Helton at 1915 E. Choctaw
Drive about 6 p.m. on Oct. 8. The 4-bedroom home was built in 1979. The
cause of the fire was not immediately determined.
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740-852-4093
Call us for all your lawn care needs.
Landscaping projects (large & small)
Lawn mowing & trimming
Lawn repair
Lawn aeration
Grass fertilization/weed control
Tree service & shrub trimming

Flower bed maintenance
Garden tilling
Leaf pickup & removal
Snow removal
Excavating projects
And much, much more

Watch our Sunday Services on Cable TV on Saturdays & Sundays at 9:00 p.m.

62 East Second St., London, OH 43140
740-852-1522 • www.stjohnslondon.org

Traditional Sunday Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Contemporary Sunday Service at 9:15 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

~ ~ ~ ~ Come worship with us.  ~ ~ ~ ~

Pastor Steve Smithberger

St. John’s Lutheran Church

Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

31 Richard & Jodi Mague 1260 E Choctaw Dr John Hardesty

61 & 62 Brian & Jennifer Stewart 1129 E choctaw Dr Jerry Alcott

121 Wayne & Earlene Tolman 1438 Itawamba Trl Keith & Elexa Paul

172 Shannon & Brooke Hastings 1650 E Choctaw Dr Dave & Debbie Osbun

176 Alyce Clark 1700 E Choctaw Dr Angela Ianni

329 Dave & Debbie Osbun 2270 Sequoya Shannon & Brooke Hastings

330 & 331 Erin Slattery 1985 E Choctaw Dr Sedrick & Susan Klepinger

892 John & Sheila Gartland 2307 Pawnee Dr Mark & Cynthia Moore

NOTICE, BEFORE DIGGING
Consider calling 800-362-2764 at least twenty-four hours before digging in

an area. The phone number gives you the Ohio Utilities Protection Service.
They are an answering service which will contact utilities registered with them
in an area. They will contact Columbia Gas, Ameritech, Ohio Edison, and the
Madison County Engineer to tell them you intend to dig. Those involved in
your situation will physically mark their line so that you can avoid it. Time
Warner is not registered with the protection service. 

OPEN HOUSE

2355 San Chez Trail
Sat., Nov. 6th  • 10am to 4pm

10%-50% OFF
Selected Items

* Door Prizes  * Booking Prizes
* Floral Demonstrations

Lots Cash & Carry Items
Full Catalog over 800 items to choose from for ordering.
All orders delivered by Thanksgiving!

For Information contact: 
Dawn & Bob Patterson

740-852-2545 or email: dpatters@cs.com

Do you own one of theses floats?
Section 6 of the Revised Amendments of the Restrictive Covenants
States

6. No boat docks, floats or other structures extending into the lake
shall be constructed or placed into or on said lake without prior written
approval of Choctaw Lake, Inc., its successors or assigns.  Use of the
lake shall be in compliance with the rules and regulations of the
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association, Inc.
This matter was discussed at the September 8, 2004 Board of Trustees

Meeting. It was decided that if a Property Owner wants to have one of these
floats, they would need to have the approval of the Board of Trustees.

John Cimino
Lake Manager

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

NOTICE
Choctaw Lake Property Owners’ Association is looking for candi-

dates for the upcoming Board of Trustees election. If you would like to
serve your community, please call Terry LaPrise at 852-8892.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

NOTICE
We are looking for people to help out with this year’s snow plowing.

If you are interested, please call me at the Lake office. A CDL license is
not required.

John Cimino, Lake Manager



Senior Pastor Brian Green

Assoc. Pastor Sue McClelland

Worship Services:
Contemporary Worship 8:30am

Sunday School 9:15am
Traditional Worship 10am

52 N. Main Street
Ph.740-852-0462

www.gbgm-umc.org/London-First/

Thursday, November 11 • 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Friday, November 12 • 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, November 13 • 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Madison County Hospital
Administrative Conference Room & gift Shop

There was a very gracious lady
who was mailing an old family Bible
to her brother in another part of the
country. “Is there anything breakable
in here?” asked the postal clerk. 

“Only the Ten Commandments.”
answered the lady.

+++++++++++++++++++++
Somebody has said there are only

two kinds of people in the world. 
There are those who wake up in

the morning and say, “Good morning,
Lord,” 

And there are those who wake up
in the morning and say, “Good Lord,
it’s morning.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
A minister parked his car in a no-

parking zone in a large city because
he was short of time and couldn’t find
a space with a meter. Then he put a
note under the windshield wiper that
read: “I have circled the block 10
times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss
my appointment. Forgive us our tres-
passes.” 

When he returned, he found a
citation from a police officer along
with this note “I’ve circled this block
for 10 years. If I don’t give you a tick-
et I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into
temptation.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
There is the story of a pastor who

got up one Sunday and announced to
his congregation: “I have good news
and bad news. The good news is, we
have enough money to pay for our
new building program. The bad news
is, it’s still out there in your pockets.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
While driving in Pennsylvania, a

family caught up to an Amish car-
riage. The owner of the carriage obvi-
ously had a sense of humor, because
attached to the back of the carriage
was a hand printed sign... “Energy
efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and
grass. Caution: Do not step in
exhaust.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
A Sunday School teacher began

her lesson with a question, “Boys and
girls, what do we know about God?”
A hand shot up in the air. “He is an
artist!” said the kindergarten boy.
“Really? How do you know?” the
teacher asked. 

“You know - Our Father, who
does art in Heaven... “ 

+++++++++++++++++++++
A minister waited in line to have

his car filled with gas just before a
long holiday weekend. The attendant
worked quickly, but there were many
cars ahead of him. Finally, the atten-
dant motioned him toward a vacant
pump. “Reverend,” said the young

man, “I’m so sorry about the delay. It
seems as if everyone waits until the
last minute to get ready for a long
trip.” The minister chuckled, “I know
what you mean. It’s the same in my
business.” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
People want the front of the bus,

the back of the church, and the center
of attention. 

+++++++++++++++++++++
A father was approached by his

small son who told him proudly, “I
know what the Bible means!” His
father smiled and replied, “What do
you mean, you ‘know’what the Bible
means?” The son replied, “I do
know!” “Okay,” said his father.
“What does the Bible mean?” “That’s
easy, Daddy.” the young boy replied
e x c i t e d l y, “It stands for ‘Basic
Information Before Leaving Earth.’” 

+++++++++++++++++++++
Sunday after church, a Mom

asked her very young daughter what
the lesson was about. The daughter
answered, “Don’t be scared, you’ll
get your quilt.” 

Needless to say, the Mom was
perplexed. Later in the day, the pastor
stopped by for tea and the Mom
asked him what that morning’s
Sunday school lesson was about. He
said “Be not afraid, thy comforter is

coming.” 
+++++++++++++++++++++
The minister was preoccupied

with thoughts of how he was going to
ask the congregation to come up with
more money than they were expect-
ing for repairs to the church building. 

Therefore, he was annoyed to
find that the regular organist was sick
and a substitute had been brought in
at the last minute. The substitute
wanted to know what to play.

“Here’s a copy of the service,” he
said impatiently. “But, you’ll have to
think of something to play after I
make the announcement about the
finances.” 

During the service, the minister
paused and said, “Brothers and
Sisters, we are in great difficulty; the
roof repairs cost twice as much as we
expected and we need $4,000 more.
Any of you who can pledge $100 or
more, please stand up.” 

At that moment, the substitute
organist played “The Star Spangled
Banner.” 

And that is how the substitute
became the regular organist! 

+++++++++++++++++++++
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some humor out of life, 
And pass it on to other folk! 

Little Bit Different Bible Stories...
November 2004, Choctaw Lake, The Peace Pipe 13



14 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, November 2004

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr $14,819.96 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 2040 Huron Dr 5,170.01 (Lien)/Atty

Reynolds, Jerry & Terry 890 2303 Pawnee Dr 3,036.61 (Lien)/Atty

Walker, Carlotta & G Prunty 975 & 976 2585 W Choctaw Dr 2,104.32 (Lien)/Atty

Anderberg, Kris & Sherie 259 & 260 1629 Suqulak Trl 2,051.63  (Lien)/Atty

Munch, William 451 1090 Chickasaw Dr 1,931.61 (Lien)/Atty

Colvin, Mark & Rhonda 486 1152 W Choctaw Dr 1,714.38 (Lien)/Atty

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr 1,420.80 (Lien)/Atty

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 3007 Potawamie Dr 1,256.20 (Lien)/Atty

Doyle, Cary & Joyce 657 2020 Cherokee Dr 1,108.59 (Lien)/Atty

Dunkin, Dustin & Rita 1062 & 1063.4 2656 W Choctaw Dr 957.80 (Lien)

Stroble, John & Cheryl 995 2576 Karok Dr 951.54 (Lien)

Bush, Eric & Tammy 72 1239 E Choctaw Dr 902.08 (Lien)

Baumann, Mark & Angela 569 1845 Shoshone Dr 902.08 (Lien)

Anderson, Derrick 848 2405 Cherokee Dr 862.08 (Lien)

Dillard, Scott & Christy 684 2055 Yuma Dr 862.08 (Lien)

Kelly, Mark & Chandra 142 1465 E Choctaw Dr 862.08 (Lien)

Hamrick, Melinda 491 1220 W Choctaw Dr 635.42 (Lien)________

TOTAL $41,549.24

Care and Use of Your Grinder Pump
The Environmental One grinder pump is capable of accepting and pump-

ing a wide range of materials. Regulatory agencies advise that the following
items should not be introduced into any sewer, either directly or through a
kitchen waste disposal unit:

Glass Diapers, socks, rags or cloth
Metal Plastic objects (toys, utensils, etc.)
Seafood shells Sanitary napkins or tampons
Goldfish stone Kitty litter

In addition, you must never introduce into any sewer:
Explosives Strong chemicals
Flammable material Gasoline
Lubricating oil and/or grease

Periods of Disuse
If your home or building is left unoccupied for longer than a couple of

weeks, perform the following procedure:
Purge the System. Run clean water into the unit until the pump activates.

Immediately turn off the water and allow the grinder pump to run until it shuts
off automatically.

Caution: Do not disconnect power to the unit.

Power Failure
Your grinder pump cannot dispose of wastewater without electrical power.

If electrical power service is interrupted, keep water usage to a minimum.

Pump Failure Alarm
Your Environment One grinder pump has been manufactured to produce an

alarm signal (120 volt) in the event of a high water level in the basin. The
installer must see that the alarm signal provided is connected to an audible
and/or visual alarm in such a manner as to provide adequate warning to the user
that service is required. During the interim prior to the arrival of an authorized
service technician, water usage must be limited to the reserve capacity of the
tank.

NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

A M E R I C A’S BEST ENERGY VA L U E

Gobble Up Savings On Heating
Costs This Winter... By
Converting Your Home
To Natural Gas NOW!

Now’s The Right Time To Convert
Your Home To Natural Gas!

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association
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PET SITTER
HEY! Are you going on vacation? Well,
I’m a 13-year-old girl who loves animals

of all kinds and would love to watch
them while you are gone!

Call me... Sara Harris @ 852-1565. 
THANKS!

WE CLEAN HOUSES
Laundry, dishes, dusting, vacuuming,

bathrooms, lawns, and watering.
You supply it... we can do it!

Please call 852-1565 or leave
a message at 852-7804.

THANK YOU!
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November  Word Find  
NOVEMBER

VETERANS DAY

THANKSGIVING

PILGRIMS

TURKEY

YAMS

VOTE

ELECTION

ARMED SERVICES

PRAYER

PIE

PARADE

FLOAT

BANDS

BALLOT

FALL

LEAVES

SNOW

FAMILY

BOOTH
Answer on pg. 16

You Can Put a Free Ad on the Young People’s Page
The Peace Pipe will print advertisements for services provided by grade

and high schoolers at no cost. Baby-sitting and cutting grass could bring you
some money, but will only bring you $$$’s if someone knows you do it.

It pays to advertise. Just give your phone number, age, service you provide,
and anything else you want people to know, to the Choctaw Office; we’ll do
the rest. Remember, it doesn’t cost a thing but your time. 
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PLUMBING & HEATING INC.
— 54 Years of Service —

252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155

®

HEATING
• Heat Pumps
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Furnaces

PLUMBING
• Softeners
• Pumps
• Water Heaters
• Disposals
• Sump Pumps

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

Name: _________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

Departure Date: _________________________________________________

Return Date: ____________________________________________________

Forwarding Address: _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Winter Phone Number: ___________________________________________

Emergency Contact: ______________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone Number: _________________________________

Procedure for Viewing CLPOA Records
1. Written request with:

Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to approve or deny
request within three (3) working days.

3. If denied, it will be brought up at the next Board
Meeting.
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November  Word Find  Answer

Landscaping
Around Your
Grinder Pump
by John Cimino

If you are going to landscape
around your grinder pump, the grade around the pump should be a minimum
of 2” below the top of the lid and sloped away from the unit.

Additionally, please be sure the air vent opening is not obstructed. Please
keep in mind if your grinder pump needs to be serviced, there will be at least 2
technicians on-site to work on the unit.

AIR VENT

Donation for WarningSirens

From left to right: Treasurer Rich LaRowe, and Cindy Cole and Kim Yousey of the Booster Club. The
Booster Club gave $5,000 for Choctaw Lake’s warning sirens.
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Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for all Permanent Structures includ-

ing the following projects: House, House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses,
Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios, Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes
over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing to secure the necessary permit will be
assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the original permit. Section E-4 of the
Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the following
schedule:

(a) House Additions under 300 sq. ft. .........$1,000 deposit .......$150
(b) House Additions 301-600 sq. ft.............$1,000 deposit .......$300
(c) House Additions  601-1200 sq. ft..........$1,000 deposit .......$500
(d) Houses & Additions over 1201 sq. ft. ...$1,000 deposit .......$750
(e) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300
(f) Sheds (up to 168 sq. ft.) .........................................................$50
(g) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300
(h) Driveways ..............................................................................$50
(i) Fences.....................................................................................$50
(j) Decks......................................................................................$50
(k) Patios ......................................................................................$50
(l) Docks......................................................................................$50

(m) Seawalls..................................................................................$50
(n) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50
(o) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50
(p) Patio Roof.................................................$500 deposit .......$150
(q) Other Permanent Structures ...................................................$50

Patrol Report

SEPTEMBER  2004
ACTIVITIES

Dispatches................................25
Assistance (HC/MISC.) .........326
Open Doors ................................1
Criminal Mischief ......................1
Trespass......................................0
Prowler.......................................2
911 Hang-up ..............................1
Assaults......................................1
Noise Complaint ........................1
Phone Harassment .....................4
Vehicle Accidents.......................3
Peace Officer Stdby ...................3
Domestics...................................1
Alarm Drops ..............................3
Neighbor Complaints.................2
Dog Bites ...................................1
Dogs .........................................10 
Suspicious Vehicles....................6
Suspicious Persons.....................7
Squad Runs ................................5
Fire Runs....................................0
Code 10 Deputy Assist. .............2
Delinquent Juvenile ...................0
Unruly Juvenile..........................2
Misdemeanor Arrests.................0
Felony Arrests............................1

TRAFFIC
Speed Warnings .........................6
Stop Sign Warnings ...................2
Parking Warnings.......................4

REPORTS TAKEN
Open Container ..........................1
Phone Harassment .....................2
Prowler.......................................1
Dog Bite.....................................1

Breaking & Entering..................1
Criminal Mischief ......................1
Child Custody ............................1
Property Damage .......................1
TPO Violation ............................1
Suspicious Activity ....................1

LAKE CITATIONS
Misc. Vehicle no Sticker ............1
24 Hr. Trash Can Rule ...............0
Dog at Large ..............................1
Barking Dog...............................0
No Guest Fishing Pass ...............0
No Wake.....................................1
Expired Boat Stickers ................0
Excessive Noise .........................0
No Boat Lights...........................1
Speed..........................................3
Parking .......................................1
Stop Sign....................................0
TOTAL LAKE CITATIONS......8

STATE CITATIONS
Speed..........................................6
Failuer to Control.......................1
Driving on Suspension...............1

PATROL VEHICLES
Total Miles ..........................5,973
Fuel Used ...............................421

PATROL NOTES
Madison County Dog Warden

removed a total of 3 dogs from
lake property during the month.
These dogs were not claimed by
anyone. 

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

Anymore, doesn’t it seem like there isn’t
enough hours in a day to get

everything accomplished!

Need an extra hand to keep
up with your housework?

Give us a call today at 740-506-1539.
We can  help weekly, biweekly, or monthly.

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OH

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word
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THE MONTHLY CALENDAR

24

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

November 2004

9 10

16

23

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

CLPOA Board Mtg.
(CR) 7:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Sewer Board Mtg. (CR)

7:00 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Election
Day

6:30 a.m. -
7:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:30 p.m.

Booster Club (CR)
7:00 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

18

25

11

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Seniors (A)
12 noon

Peace Pipe
Deadline 19

26

29

12 13

14 15 20

21 22 27

28 30

7 8

643 51 2

Office
Closed

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup 

17

Office
Closed

Thanksgiving
Day

Aerobics (A)
8:30 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L) 6:30 p.m.
Trash Pickup

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

MECA Mtg. (L)
6:30 p.m.

DEBI GLENN
—————————       NEW NUMBER — — — — — — — — —

614-403-1111
DEBI GLENN

WALLS & BENNETT REALTY
740-852-3333 or 800-640-2189

Email: dglenn1@columbus.rr.com

WALLS &
BENNETT

REALTY, INC.

“The Friendly Folks By The Marina”

•  Ohio Association of Realtors Presidents Sales Club Awards 1992-2002 •  Past President and Officer of many Business and Volunteer Organizations

•  Columbus Board of Realtors $10 Million, $5 Million, $1 Million Club Awards •  Longtime Choctaw Lake Resident and Real Estate Specialist

•  Knowledgeable, Experienced, and Friendly Service with a Smile!
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NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $100.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Words (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

614-370-4573

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

DECEMBER
JANUARY

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

NOVEMBER 17
DECEMBER 17

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be authored
by an individual, should be understood to have been
published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of printing
other than remuneration from Central Ohio Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Central Ohio
Printing Corp. (The Madison Press), London, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 7510 Van Wagener Road,
London, OH 43140, 740-852-5753, (fax) 740-852-
5933, (e-mail) fbdatz@boydcom.com.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for December.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is November 17.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster ........................................................................Cindy Cole (845-0128)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers..................................................Chantel Weldon (852-2082)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club .....................................................................Brian Walsh (845-1466)

INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR WATER
FLUORIDE 1.25 m/l
SODIUM .25 m/l
HARDNESS 370  m/l 28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occurring and nothing is added.

James Moran, Utility Superintendent

CLASSIFIEDS

INSTRUCTION

PIANO - CHOCTAW
ALL AGES • ALL LEVELS

Music Theory Incorporated Into
Private Lessons

740-852-0827
REAL ESTATE

FLORIDA GETAWAY!
Beautiful 2BR, 2BA Condo

Pelica Sound, Estero.
27 holes golf, tennis, pools,
shuttle boat to Lover ’s Key

$3500/mo

740-852-8893

FOR SALE

Cardinal Music Studio
Professional Symphony Musician

available to teach
violin, viola, cello, and pino.
— Beginner to advamced —

Sibling discounts and incentive program.
Maureen Case
740-852-3048

1998 Yamaha Waverunner
2 person. Comes with dual trailer.

$3500/OBO
740-852-4464



2004 Committees
Board Committees
Beautification .....................................................................Emalena McCracken
Lake, Drainage & Roads ........................................Steve Blake, Mike Hexamer
Public Relations & Publications ................................Rick Ballard, Brad Couch
Recreation ...................................................................................... Ruth Sowers
House/Office ....................................................................................Steve Grapp
Land/Facility Use ............................................................................Rick Ballard
Long-Range Planning...........Brad Couch, Rich LaRowe, Emalena McCracken

Standing Commitees
Audit .........................................................................................................Vacant
Nominating ....................................................................................Terry LaPrise
Ballot Counting ..........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2593
E-mail: clpoa@rrohio.com  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino .............................................................................................Lake Manager

Carla Dye ...............................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino..................................................................................Part-time Secretary

James Moran ................................................................................Utility Superintendent

Steve Hilling ................................................................................................Patrol Chief

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday .......................................................10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • 12 noon-7:00 p.m.

Tuesday thru Friday ....................................10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. • 12 noon-4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2004-2005

Robert Smith (2005) President 852-1625

Brad Couch (2007) Vice President 845-1499

Rich LaRowe (2007) Treasurer 852-5139

Steve Blake (2006) Secretary 852-0209

Steve Grapp (2005) 845-0494

Emalena McCracken (2005) 852-1095

Rick Ballard (2006) 852-4631

Ruth Sowers (2005) 852-4899

Mike Hexamer (2007) 852-6291

———————————————

Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Tim Good President 852-4198

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Steve Blake 852-0209

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Ernie Sparks 852-1949


