
CLPOA Spring Property Owners’ Meeting – May 16, 2012 

Substantive Motions Approved in this Meeting –  

Brian Welch (lot 715) made a motion to change the assessment billing dates to March, June, 
September and December effective the next fiscal year.  Alex Cwiekalo (lot 938) seconded.  Vote 
was taken.  Motion passed.   

Thomas Gibson (lot 734) made a motion to cut the interest rate to 1.5% per month.  Thomas 
Mack (lot 392) seconded.  Vote was taken.  Motion passed. 

Call to Order: 
The Property Owners’ meeting convened in the Choctaw lodge.  CLPOA President Tom Boyd 
called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. 

Minutes:   
Gary Feliks (lot 23) made a motion to accept the Spring Property Owners’ meeting minutes from 
May 19, 2010.  The minutes were approved.     

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Ruth Sowers reported that Mike Hexamer saved $74,000 during the previous annual 
fiscal period.  Ruth updated the property owners about Action Collections (collection agency) 
and they have recouped $23,000 and several payment plans have been set up.  The current 
accounts receivable is $224,000.  The collection agency is paid $65 by the association per 
account however this fee is added on to the collectable amount.  Gene Brundige stated that The 
Peace Pipe extends beyond this community and it was decided not to publish delinquencies for 
public relations reasons.   

Committees: 
• Beautification – Dan Blazer recognized Mary Kay Woodrow, Mike and Marti Hexamer, 

Emily Rogers, and his wife Patti for their hard work.  The community awards, yard of the 
month & Christmas decorations will continue.  They intend to continue the tree lighting & 
Santa event.  Dan reviewed some of the recent projects such as the improvements to the east 
side basketball court park and the Choctaw trash cans built for us by London High School.  
Mike Hexamer explained the drainage problems with the park behind the old maintenance 
building due to the high water table.  A property owner stated that the George’s Fork lake 
access area needs more gravel.   

• Lake Drainage and Roads – Jim Swihart presented the Lake water quality review he 
prepared.  He is taking samples from 3 areas of the lake:  north inlet, south inlet, and the 
dam.  Choctaw has shown an increase in clarity during the past 20 years.  We are showing 
progress but are still in the lowest 20% of lakes in Ohio.  This is due to silt and organic debris 
washing into the lake and settling on the bottom before it gets to the dam.  This will lead to 



dredging in the long term.  Jim reported that hazardous algae blooms are actually bacteria.  
He said we have several conditions that contribute to a bloom and we should be concerned.  
Prevention is far more cost effective than remediation.  He recommends making water 
quality a priority and offered several actions a property owner can do.  The Board is in the 
preliminary stages of developing a prevention plan for water quality.  Mike Hexamer talked 
about dredging and said it probably will not need to be done for 5 or more years.  The last 
dredging was performed in 2001.   

• Publications and Public Relations – Chuck Avery reported on and explained uses for the List 
Serve communication tool being established for the community.  Larraine Boyd (lot 403) 
suggested having a forum where property owners could express opinions on lake topics to 
open up better communications so the Board can address issues more intelligently.     

• Recreation – Dan Blazer introduced the summer concert series which will consist of free 
beach concerts at the Arrowhead.  Three events are scheduled for 2012, two are confirmed.  
The first will be the Dixieland band with Ernie Sparks. The second is Chaz Mechenbier, 
guitarist with Phil Dirt and the Dozers.   

• House and Office – Gene Brundige reported there will be two business items in new 
business.  One concerns reduction of the lake fee and the second is a more efficient way of 
doing our billing dates.   

• Land/Facility Use – nothing to report.   
• Long-Range Planning – Dan Blazer reported on the proposed Choctaw Lake recreation 

center.  The vision has evolved from interest in an outdoor community swimming pool.  The 
project now includes a building with a 30 x 60 indoor pool with a baby pool, a fitness 
equipment room, a basketball/volleyball court, a walking track, locker rooms, lounge & game 
rooms and a security system.  The concept has been developed into engineering drawings and 
is currently out to contractors for bid.  The chosen site is where the current tennis courts are 
located.  This site was chosen because utilities are currently available at this site.  Pros and 
cons for the project were discussed along with next steps.   

• Security – Jim Swihart reported that the new AED is here and the training is complete.     
• Personnel – Gene Brundige and the committee gave credit to Mike for the way he operates 

the lake.   

Manager’s Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
Mike reviewed the tasks he was asked to perform when he was hired.  He was asked to run the 
lake as a business, improve the infrastructure, upgrade the equipment, cross-train the employees, 
streamline the operations, improve the appearance of the lake and keep it on budget.  He 
reviewed several completed projects including the emergency action plan submitted to ODNR, a 
business continuity plan, Lodge and Arrowhead improvements including a backup generator, a 
new office entrance, a new lighted covered entrance, a stage, a picnic pavilion and a pergola.  A 
new maintenance and equipment storage building has been erected.  Upgraded equipment 
includes new patrol cruisers, a bobcat, and a dump truck with a salt spreader.  Mike also reported 
that the mild winter made for lower expenses.   



Patrol Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
Mike reported that in the past there were up to 300 uncovered patrol shifts a year.  During the last 
three years there have only been 5.  This is due to good employees that are staying here and that 
residents are treating them well.  Eugene Brundige reminded the property owners that the 
fireworks laws need to be enforced. 

Unfinished Business: 
There was no unfinished business.   

New Business: 
Tom Boyd announced that assessments due dates and interest charges are two items to be 
discussed in new business.  The Board would like to have these amended.   

Carla explained that the fiscal year starts March 1 and the current billing dates are February, 
May, August and November.  This requires several manual transactions and results in hours of 
work for the office staff.   

Brian Welch (lot 715) made a motion to change the assessment billing dates to March, June, 
September and December effective the next fiscal year.  Alex Cwiekalo (lot 938) seconded.  
There was discussion on whether this would affect the payments.  Carla stated the payments 
would stay the same, only the timing of the billing would change.  Vote was taken.  Motion 
passed.   

Tom Boyd explained that the current interest rate is 3% per month and the Board would like to 
reduce it to 1.5% per month.  Thomas Gibson (lot 734) made a motion to cut the interest rate to 
1.5% per month.  Thomas Mack (lot 392) seconded.  Vote was taken.  Motion passed. 

Alex Cwiekalo (lot 938) made a motion that the Long-Range Planning committee not spend any 
more money on the recreational center and take as priority one, silt control and priority two, a 
fire department.  Jerry Logan (lots 507 & 508) seconded.  Alex Cwiekalo (lot 938) amended his 
motion that the Long-Range Planning committee and the Board no longer pursue spending 
money or even looking at doing a recreation center.  Jerry Logan (lots 507 & 508) seconded.  
There was discussion on whether the Board should continue research on the recreation center.   
Vote was taken.  Motion fails.   

Bill Laney (lot 716) made a motion to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 9:44 p.m. 

Minutes recorded by Craig Smith.


