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Choctaw Couple Wins Ohio
Lottery Bike
by Kristy Zurbrick, Madison Editor

A Christmas surprise came early for Bob and Debbie Van Houten of
Choctaw Lake.

On Dec. 20, they received a Harley-Davidson Sportster 1200 Custom,
compliments of the Ohio Lottery.

The Van Houtens own two businesses on the west side of Columbus, Van’s
Market and Vango’s Drive-Thru. Both stores sell Ohio Lottery game tickets.

A recent Lottery game promotion included a Harley-Davidson motorcycle
as the big prize. That was for ticket buyers. The promotion ran March 19 to
Nov. 22.

Then came the drawing for ticket sellers. For every book of 300 tickets
sold, each Ohio Lottery agent/retailer received a chance to win his or her own
Harley.

Van’s Market sold approximately 16 books of tickets, giving the Van
Houtens 16 chances to win. They and approximately 7,000 other Lottery agents
in Ohio were eligible for the drawing, held Nov. 27.

The Van Houtens were notified of their good fortune the first week of
December. They didn’t expect to see their prize until after the holidays.

“We’re shocked that it’s here this early,” said Bob Van Houten, who along
with his wife, was all smiles the day the motorcycle arrived.

Board President James Zawodny presenting Em McCracken with a Memorial
plaque for her late husband Lyle (Mac) McCracken, from the C.L.P.O.A. Board Of
Trustees at the January Board Meeting.

McCracken Honored

Mid-Ohio Harley-Davidson of Springfield was the awarding dealership.
Owner Brian Cubbage hauled the bike from Springfield to Columbus for the
presentation, then on to the Van Houten home in London.

The Van Houtens’ Sportster isn’t the first Harley Cubbage has delivered to
a lucky winner.

“We have done several Lottery winners,” he said. “The last one was an eld-
erly woman from Dayton. She stood no more than 5’ tall and showed up in
denim and leather. It was great.”

The Harley Cubbage delivered to the Van Houtens features a chrome and
black engine, a chrome solid rear wheel, forward controls and more.

The proud new owners can’t wait to take it out for a spin. In addition to get-
ting their motorcycle licenses, the Van Houtens have enrolled in a training
course for motorcycle riding. They plan to store the bike until summer and ride
it when the weather permits.Bob and Debbie Van Houten of Choctaw Lake sit atop the Harley-Davidson they won

through the Ohio Lottery. Standing in back is Brian Cubbage, owner of Mid-Ohio Harley-
Davidson of Springfield, who delivered the Sportster. See Wins continued on  page 6



Substantive* Motions Approved in this
Meeting:
* For the purposes of recording motions in the CLPOA
Approved Motions Book, substantive motions refer to all
motions that affect CLPOA policy and specifically
exclude motions to accept minutes, accept committee
reports, and adjourn meetings.  

Terry LaPrise made the following motion:
Motion M02-01
The Saturday rental fee for the CLPOALodge
is $450 ($400 for CLPOA property owners).
The Sunday through Friday rental fee for the
CLPOALodge is $275.  Saturday renters may
rent the lodge on Friday for an additional
$125.  Sunday PO family function rentals will
remain $150.  The rental fee for the CLPOA
Arrowhead is $85 for Saturdays and $60 for
the rest of the week.

Brad Couch seconded the motion.  Brian
Throckmorton made a motion to not table motion
M02-01 until the February Board meeting.  Andy
Mauck seconded the motion.  A vote was taken.
The motion to not table carried.  A vote was taken
on motion M02-01.  The motion carried.  

John Cimino reintroduced the motion from the
November Board meeting.

Motion M01-06
The CLPOA Board will annually appoint one
representative from the current CLPOABoard
to serve on the Choctaw Utility Board.  No
other person other than the appointed CLPOA
Board member may serve on both the CLPOA
Board and the Choctaw Utility Board.  This
modifies the motion approved at the
November 1988 Board meeting.  

Jim Zawodny called for a vote.  The motion
carried.   

Andy Mauck made the following motion:
Motion M02-02
Vehicle stickers will be provided at no cost for
up to three vehicles per property owner.
Additional stickers will cost $1.00 for each
vehicle.  

Jim Shade seconded the motion.  The motion
will be tabled until the February Board meeting.  

Brian Throckmorton made the following
motion:

Motion M02-03
C o u n t e r- o ffer $22,500 for Mr. Goodwin’s
offer on lot 281 and have the buyer pay clos-
ing costs.  

Terry LaPrise seconded the motion. Bill Laney
made a motion to not table motion M02-03 until the
February Board meeting.  Brad Couch seconded the
motion.  A vote was taken.  The motion to not table
carried.  A vote was taken on motion M02-03.  The
motion carried.  

Andy Mauck made the following motion:
Motion M02-04
CLPOA Board accepts the appointment of
Matt Dillon and Tim Good to two-year terms
on the Utility Board.

Bill Laney seconded the motion.  The motion
will be tabled until the February Board meeting.  

Board of Trustees Meeting

Call to Order:
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at

7:00 p.m.
A roll call was taken as follows:
Jim Zawodny - Present; Em McCracken -

Present; Bill Laney - Present; Steve Blake -
Present; Terry LaPrise - Present’ Andy Mauck -
Present; Brian Throckmorton - Present; Brad
Couch - Present; Jim Shade - Present

John Cimino (CLPOA Lake Manager), Jerry
Downing (CLPOA Maintenance Manager), John
R a fferty (CLPOA Patrol Chief), Ann Marie
Coterel, and Cihangir “Geon” Calis were also pres-
ent.  

Property Owner’s Time:
Ann Marie Coterel (lot 966) was present to ask

about the proposed village.  She said that everyone
wants to know what the Board and its members
think.  Jim Zawodny said that the Board would not
make a statement.  Mrs. Coterel said she would like
an official statement from each Board member
whether he is for or against village incorporation
and why.  Jim said that he would bring it up under
new business.  Andy Mauck asked if at some point
whether there would be a report of the facts to the
Board by the Village Committee.  He said that a
Board decision might be made at that time.  Jim
Zawodny asked what form it should be in, an arti-
cle in The Peace Pipe or a mailing to each house.
The Board discussed the fact that many people do
not read The Peace Pipe.  Bill Laney said the last
time we had something like this was the Deed
Restrictions.  He said that Pete Tobin went door to
door to get the information out and obtain the sig-
natures.  Bill said that the biggest downside to the
village is the possibility of an income tax.  He said
that an income tax would be tax deductible and that
retired persons with no income would not have to
pay tax.  He added that an income tax is only enact-
ed by a vote.  Jim Shade asked if the dues would go
down.  He said that residents want to see something
go down.  Brad Couch said that would depend on
who is on the Board and who is on the Council.
Mrs. Coterel asked if there is a timeframe to finish
the village proposal.  Jim Zawodny said that it
would depend on the number of volunteers.  He
said there has been a lot of bad information circu-
lating about the village proposal.  Bill Laney
summed it up by saying that the lake in now under
the “umbrella” of Somerford Township and that if
we incorporate as a village, we would be under the
“umbrella” of the Village.  

Cihangir “Geon” Calis lots 536 & 537) was
present to tell the Board about the Fish
C o m m i t t e e ’s project of placing everg r e e n
Christmas trees in the lake to help the fish popula-
tion.  He would like an article in The Peace Pipe
next year asking residents to drop off their trees
after Christmas.  Mr. Calis also told the Board that
a couple came to his door with information about
the village proposal and asked him to sign a peti-
tion.  He believes that most people look to The
Peace Pipe for their information.  He feels that the
information printed about the village has few nega-
tives and contains slanted views.  He said that if it
is such a good idea, why wasn’t it done years ago.

He also asked if the village committee had written
permission to use the sign boards.  Jim Zawodny
said that permission was granted by the lake man-
ager but it was not in writing.  Bill Laney said that
village incorporation has been talked about several
times over the years.  He said the conclusion
always seemed to be that it was too expensive and
not worth the aggravation.  Mr. Calis expressed
concern that a village police force may compromise
the security we now have.  Brad Couch said that we
look for security to improve.  He said the proposed
village would only contain seven percent addition-
al roadways yet there would by an increase in the
number of patrolmen.  He added that our ability to
“shut the gate” does not change if we are part of a
village.  

Minutes:
Steve Blake made a motion to accept the

November minutes.  Terry LaPrise seconded the
motion.  The motion carried.  

Patrol Report:
(Presented by John Rafferty)

Jim Zawodny asked if the expanded patrol
information for The Peace Pipe could be made
available at the Board meeting.  Patrol Chief John
Rafferty said he would make it available. Chief
Rafferty updated the Board on the three cruisers.
He said that cruiser #1 was out of service for repairs
but is now back in service.  He said that cruiser #2
has a power steering leak and has damage from hit-
ting a deer.  He said the estimate to repair the deer
damage is $1400.  He said that cruiser #3 has been
in service but has experienced heavy mileage due
to problems with the other two.  

Chief Rafferty said that he is collecting and
organizing activity information on each patrolman.
He said this would serve as historical data and
make it easier to look up information.  

There were 6 reports filed with the Madison
County Sheriff’s Department in December. There
were 4 state citations issued, 42 dispatches, 32 traf-
fic stops, 28 warnings and 61 assists.  

Maintenance Report
(Presented by Jerry Downing):

Jerry Downing reported on recent maintenance
work.  He said he plans to continue cleaning
Association owned ditches with the hope of having
them completed before mowing season.  He said
that the rake used to groom the beach has been
reconditioned and painted.  He said that the totem
poles are deteriorating .  He is planning to speak
with someone in London who may be able to
restore them.  

Brad Couch asked about the cost of road salt.
John Cimino said that the cost has more than dou-
bled since last year and is currently about $60 a ton.
John said he has looked into calcium salt but feels
it is not a good choice.

Jerry asked the Board to consider a different
means of communication than the pagers currently
being used by the maintenance department.  The
Board discussed options such as radios and
Nextels.  John Cimino said that he would look into
other options.
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See Minutes continued on  page 13

CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting • January 16, 2002
(These are unapproved condensed notes as provided by the Board and in most instances will not be the complete recorded minutes of that particular meeting.)
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Meriwether Lewis William Clark

Part 7

Meeting the Feared Sioux Indians
by Bob Cordes

Aug. 27, 1804: The Corps of Discovery was now in Sioux
territory. Private George Shannon disappeared yesterday and
search parties had not found him. 

The Sioux were singled out by President Jefferson in
orders to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark because they
controlled the river and were the largest of the known Indian
tribes. 

Fortunately, Lewis and Clark met a trapper in June going
down the Missouri. He was Pierre Dorion, a Frenchman mar-
ried to a Yankton Sioux. He knew their language. He was con-
vinced to return to Sioux territory with the expedition. 

Near today’s Yankton, South Dakota, Lewis ordered the
prairie grass set afire as a signal that he wanted to talk to the
Yanktons. Hours later, a Yankton boy swam out and signaled
they wished to talk. The boats put ashore and were greeted by
two more Sioux. 

Dorion, Sgt. Pryor, and a voyager were sent to the Indian
camp with an invitation for a council.

August 29, 1804: Dorion showed up on the other bank of
the river with about 70 warriors. A canoe was sent for Dorion
and Pryor. The sergeant said he had been impressed by the
Indians. He observed the Indian camps were formed of paint-
ed buffalo skins over a conic form with 12 to 15 persons per
cone. (He was describing the Plains tepee.) The fat dog which
the Indians had cooked was “good and well flavored,” Pryor
said. The captains sent tobacco, corn, and some iron kettles to
the Indians and made arrangements to meet the next day.

August 30, 1804: The Indians arrived. The captains want-
ed to impress them, so they put on their dress uniforms, fired
a gun on a boat, and raised the American flag. The Indians
were not to be outdone; they had on their best clothing and
were preceded by four musicians. 

After giving his standard speech to the Indians, Lewis
gave Peace Medals to five chiefs. Then, Indian boys showed
their skills with bows and arrows. That evening, three bonfires
were built and Indians danced to music from deer-hoof rattles
and a drum. Soldiers tossed them gifts of tobacco, bells, and
knives but they wanted powder and balls for their guns, and
whiskey, but Lewis gave none. 

The Yanktons said that if Dorion were allowed to stay
with them, they would go to Washington next year. This
pleased Lewis because Jefferson wanted to meet the Indians
and he wanted the Indians to be impressed with the white
man’s ways. 

Dorion was given a bottle of whiskey and the chiefs were
given tobacco before they were ferried to the other side of the

river.
Before leaving, Chief Arcawechar of the Yankton Sioux

said his friend Dorion can open the ears of other bands of
Sioux for peace, but he doubted that the nations above would
listen. He was talking about the Teton Sioux. 

September 1804: They began to see animals never before
recorded and large numbers of other animals: jackrabbits, big
horn sheep, elk, wild goats, turkeys, and squirrels. Clark
described the plums as the most delicious he had ever tasted
and the grapes plenty and finely flavored. The Corps was sur-
prised to see 500 buffalo in one herd, grazing near the river.

September 11, 1804: The bowman saw Shannon on the
bank of the river. He had disappeared on August 26. Shannon
was sure the Corps was upstream and decided to wait for
traders coming down the river. During the past 12 days, his
total food intake was plums, grapes, and a rabbit he killed with
a stick. He had saved his horse as a last resort for food or
whatever.

September 23, 1804: While setting up camp, three Teton
Sioux swam across the river to meet them. With sign language
and a few basic Sioux words, all agreed to meet the following
day at the next river inlet.

September 24, 1804: John Colter had used the last horse
belonging to the expedition to hunt for game. He hung four elk
for the Corps on trees at the edge of an island. As Lewis sent
a pirogue for the elk, Colter yelled the Indians had stolen his
horse. Five Indians were seen. Lewis tried to convey to them
there would be no meeting until the horse was returned.

September 25, 1804: Lewis and Clark took one-third of
the party onshore, the others stayed on the boats. Three chiefs
and many warriors arrived with buffalo meat as a gift.  There
was no way to communicate. Lewis gave each chief a medal,
and a red military coat and cocked hat to the one he thought
most powerful. 

The Indians wanted more. The three chiefs were invited to
the boats for a quarter-glass of whiskey. There they created
more trouble and would not leave. They were forced into the
canoe but when it reached shore, the Indians seized control.
Lewis drew his sword, the cannon was loaded. The Indians
readied their bows. Suddenly, the disturbance was quieted as
an Indian leader took the tow line away from the Indians.

Lewis had more soldiers come ashore and the chiefs went
off to talk. After awhile, Lewis offered his hand but they
refused it. Lewis and his men went back to the boats. They
anchored in the river that night, posting several sentries. The
first meeting with the Tetons did not go well.

Next time,
Part 8:
S i o u x
S c a l p
D a n c e ,
then on to
t h e
M a n d a n s
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Booster Club
News

Choctaw Lake Booster Club

CHOCTAW BOOSTER

L
A
K
E
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2002 BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS
President .......................................................................Sandi Couch (845-1499)
1st Vice President ........................................................ Lisa Merkle (845-0811)
2nd Vice President ................................................ Chantal Weldon (852-2082)
Treasurer ................................................................ Mary Zawodny (852-5900)
Secretary.........................................................................Twila Boyd (845-0074)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Date Event Chairperson(s)

Feb. 7 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Feb. 9 Ice Skating party* (10:00 — Noon) Twila Boyd  (weather permitting)

March 7 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Mar. 15 Set-Up Craft Bazaar all welcome

Mar. 16 Spring Craft Bazaar Caryl Laney and Angie Straub

Mar. 23 Easter Egg Hunt Booster Club Officers/Mother’s Club

Apr. 6 Family Fun/Roller Skating Twila Boyd

April 8 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

May 2 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

May 18 Garage Sale Christi Frea

June 6 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

July 1 Booster Club Meeting* all welcome*

July 4 Sail boat race/Fishing Tourny needed

Aug. 1 Booster Club Meeting* all welcome*

Sept.  1 Pancake Breakfast Set-Up all welcome

Sept. 2 Pancake Breakfast Mary and Christi Frea

Sept. 5 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Oct. 3 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Oct. 26 Set Up — Fall Festival all welcome

Oct. 26 Fall Family Festival all welcome

Nov. 7 Booster Club Meeting all welcome

Nov. 8 Craft Bazaar Set-Up all welcome

Nov. 9 Fall Craft Bazaar needed

Dec. 8 Set-Up — Christmas Dinner all welcome

Dec. 8 Community Christmas Dinner needed

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve Event Jennie Rice  et al 

We will be needing chairpersons for events in the future.  Please feel free to join the fun of
organizing and participating in some of these events.  If you have any suggestions about the
above or any ideas on new events, please call Booster President Sandi Couch at 845-1499.
We are always open to new ideas.

NEXT MEETING...
Our next meeting will be on Thursday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the

Conference Room.  If anyone is interested in helping the Booster Club, please
contact Chantal Weldon at 852-2082.

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO:   LAURA
HOTCHKISS FOR ORGANIZING THE ROLLER
SKATING EVENT ON SUNDAY,  JANUARY 13.
THANKS FOR A JOB WELL DONE, LAURA!! 

The Booster Club Officers

KITCHEN OPEN BY CHOCTAW LAKE SKI CLUB
BAKE SALE AT BOOSTER CLUB TABLE

—  SPACES AVAILABLE —

For additional information, contact Caryl Laney at 852-0634
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NOTICE  •  LOOSE DOGS

If you have a stray dog in your neighbor-
hood or have caught a stray dog, DO NOT call
the sheriff’s office for the patrol to pick it up.
You will need to call the Madison County
Humane Society at 852-PETS. 

CLASSIFIED ADS
IT’S YOUR E-BAY OF LONDON, OHIO

The Cost Is $3.00 For The First 12 Words
And $.10 For Each Addt’l. Word

CHANEY & THOMAS
INSURANCE AGENCY

Deeann Blake 104 Lafayette Street
Agent London, Ohio 43140

(740) 852-2323

Cooper Appliance
$10 OFF

Service Call
All Brands

Exp. 3/01/02

FREE DELIVERY
of parts

Additional $5 OFF
if over $25

Exp. 3/01/02

740-852-7414
Must present coupon to redeem.

SOMERFORD TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES
Board Meeting Minutes • December 12, 2001

The Somerford Township Trustees met in regu-
lar session on We d n e s d a y, December 12, 2001 with
all members present. The meeting was called to
order at 7:00 p.m. by chairman Jimmie Moran. A
motion was made to approve the minutes of the
November meeting; all were in favor; motion car-
ried. The December bills were approved and signed
by the Tr u s t e e s .

The final hearing was held for the zoning appli-
cation of Dawn Fralick. She is re-zoning 3.537
acres from A-1 to R-1. After some discussion, Mr.
Sparks moved that the reclassification be approved;
M r. Bethel seconded; there were no objections;
motion carried. This relates to Zoning A p p l i c a t i o n
#438 for Dawn and Robert Fralick.

M r. Gregory Souder, Mr. Clair Zimmerman,
M r. James Smith, Lt. Col. Charles Hart, Prosecutor
Stephen Pronai, and Appraiser Tim Beathard were
present at the meeting concerning the possible
installation of a fence line on property owned by
M r. Hart - proper notice of this meeting was given
by certified mail. Mr. Beathard reviewed the written
opinion which had been submitted by him to the
Trustees. In essence, he does not believe that the
fence would increase the value of the farm and does
have the opinion that the cost of the fence would
outweigh the benefits to the affected property. A f t e r
further discussion, Prosecutor Stephen Pronai
announced that the Trustees have received the opin-
ion of the appraiser. Mr. Bethel moved that con-
struction of the fence at the township expense be
denied because, in accordance with the opinion of
the certified appraiser, they believe that the cost of
the fence exceeds the benefits to the affected prop-
erty; Mr. Sparks seconded; a roll call vote was taken

- Mr. Moran, yes; Mr. Bethel, yes; Mr. Sparks, yes.
All were in favor of the motion; the motion carried.
Based upon this vote, the line fence will not be con-
structed at the expense of Somerford To w n s h i p .

The Clerk presented the trustees with paper-
work received from Municipal Services Group for
the financing of the new dump truck. She told the
Board that the bill for County and State A s s o c i a t i o n
dues has been received. Also, the trustees signed
forms issued by the Election Board which allow the
township hall to be utilized as a polling location.

Bonds were received from Ohio Government
Risk Management for Mr. Walker Bethel and Mr.
Ernest Sparks who were re-elected as township
trustees in the November election. Mr. Bethel has an
appointment to be sworn in on Friday, December
14th - Mr. Sparks has already been sworn in.

The new budget process as required by the
County A u d i t o r’s office was reviewed by the Board.
The 2002 Appropriations meeting was set for
M o n d a y, December 17th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of
the Clerk.

The trustees discussed the need to find a
replacement of the Zoning Board for David
Bauerle. Also, Libby Rowe had called regarding
her parents’ damaged tombstone and the headstone
of her aunt which she believed had been knocked
down during the mowing season. Mr. Moran and
M r. Bethel investigated this situation and will return
Ms. Rowe’s call.

An estate tax notice was received from monies
to be paid to Somerford Township. The Clerk men-
tioned that she will be filing a post-election report
for the fire levy renewal which was passed in
N o v e m b e r.

M r. Moran and Mr. Bethel talked to the
Monroe Township Trustees. They are interested in
purchasing the used dump truck for $18,500.
Trustee Sparks moved that this offer be accepted;
Mr. Bethel seconded; there were no objections;
motion carried.

It was reported that the old fence has been
removed from the front of the Somerford Township
Cemetery - the Trustees discussed the gray granite
posts which may be installed with the new fence for
a cost of $2,800 each.

In 2002, Mr. Moran will continue to serve on
the Regional Planning Commission and will be an
alternate to the Emergency Medical District meet-
ings; Walter Bethel remains on the Squad Board
and will be an alternate to the Sewer Board; Ernie
Sparks will represent Somerford Township on the
Sewer Board and serve as an alternate on the
Regional Planning Commission.

Mr. Birmele contacted Mr. Moran and asked
some questions about a gas station in Somerford
Township; the Zoning Inspector, Wally Ward, will
return this call.

Mr. Bethel reported that they took the truck to
Columbus to have the front end and springs
repaired; also, a bearing on the salt spreader.

Mr. Moran mentioned that Madison County is
updating the County Zoning Regulations. They will
be reviewed at the meeting on January 9, 2002.

Being no further business to be discussed at
this time, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at
8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Pamela C. Wassmuth, Clerk

PRESIDENT’S DAY IS FEBRUARY 18TH!
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Patrol Corner
by Chief John W. Rafferty

If you have looked at the patrol report in this issue of The Peace Pipe, you
can see that we did not have very many complaints filed. The citations were
down drastically, also. For the most part, most residents along with guests are
watching their speed.

Now that we have gotten our first blast of winter weather, we really need
to watch our speed. I have noticed several cars going to work in the mornings
where they have only scraped a hole to see out of. This is not safe not only for
yourself, but for school children also, and it also is against the law and you
could be cited for it. So please take the extra 3 minutes and scrape your win-
dows and be careful.

Thank You , 
Chief John W. Rafferty

Procedure for Viewing CLPOA Records
1. Written request with:

Information requested
Date
Purpose
Signature

2. President and Secretary to approve or deny request within three (3)
working days.

3. If denied, it will be brought up at the next Board Meeting.

SAVE YOUR LIFE
Below is a medical form for the residents to voluntarily fill out. On this form I am asking you to put your name, age, address and a family member or

friend that the patrol can call in case of an emergency. At the bottom of the form list any type of medical problems you might have: heart disease, diabetes,
etc. also list any type of allergic reactions you might have to medications.

As I collect the medical forms I will put them in alphabetical order in a folder, the patrol will carry a copy in the patrol car and a copy will go to the para-
medics. When the paramedics are responding to your house they will already know what type medication you are on and allergies.

Please fill them out and get them back to us as soon as you can.

Thank you, Chief deputy John W. Rafferty

MEDICAL INFORMATION

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________ Date_________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Age:_______    Family Doctor:___________________________________________________________ Doctor’s Phone No._________________________

Person to contact in case of emergency: ___________________________________________________________ Phone No._________________________

Address of emergency contact:________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List all of your medical problems and medication:

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

Illness__________________________________________________________ Medication_____________________________________________________

List any other information that would help the patrol or paramedics:__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@qn.net or check us out at

www.lakechoctaw.com

“We’re definitely going to ride it,” Van Houten said. “We’re just excited. I
think it will be something we will really enjoy.”

The Van Houtens have owned Van’s Market for 21 years and Vango’s for
nine years. Ticket buyers have had good luck at the two stores. Van’s has sold
a Buckeye Five winner for $100,000, and Vango’s recently sold a $10,000 win-
ning ticket. Bob and Debbie’s son, Travis, manages Vango’s.

The Van Houtens have owned property in Madison County for five years.
They took up permanent residence at Choctaw Lake in April. They have four
children, all of whom have helped with the family business.

Wins continued from  page 1
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Taught here at Choctaw Lake
Learn:

• Self Defense
• Discipline
• Self Confidence

Call Jeff Sapp at
740-852-6314

Instructor 4th degree Black Belt
www.londonshorin-ryu.com

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING____________________________________________________
———— — — — —————————— BEN RUTHERFORD

• Interior • Exterior
• Carpentry & Drywall Repairs
• Wallpaper & Removal

7350 Industrial Parkway, Suite M Office: 614-873-2992
Plain City, OH 43064 Fax: 614-873-1717

— For Jobs under $150 there will be a $20 Transportation Fee applied. —
Member Dublin Chamber of Commerce

CLPOA e-mail address is CLPOA@qn.net or check us out at

www.lakechoctaw.com

Property Transfers
Lot No. Name of Buyer Address Name of Seller

85 & 86 Tobias & Jennifer Dowler 1385 Itawamba Trl Dennis Boring
283 Richard & Debra Sahr 2185 Sequoya Lee Roddy

Area County Auditors Appointed
to Statewide Committee

Jim Williamson, Madison County Auditor, was recently appointed to serve
on the statewide Executive Committee of the County Auditors’Association of
Ohio (CAAO). Also appointed from the Southwest District of the CAAO were
Linda L. Fraley, Clermont County Auditor and Luwanna A. Delaney, Greene
County Auditor. Pickaway County Auditor Melissa Betz, president of the
Southwest District, made the appointments. The CAAO executive committee
assumes leadership of the executive agenda for the CAAO at a time of
increased activity and visibility.

The committee works closely with the members of the Ohio General
Assembly and other County Auditors to monitor and suggest legislative pro-
posals, which impact local taxpayers. Some of the CAAO initiatives in recent
years were to impose continuing education requirements on County Auditors,
improve ballot language when a taxing authority puts a levy request on the bal-
lot, and expand real estate tax relief for disaster victims throughout Ohio.

The CAAO includes all 88 Ohio County Auditors. Now in its 133rd  year,
it was established to promote an protect the interests of the taxpayers of Ohio
and to improve the administration of county government.

Mindful Mothers Club
The January meeting of the Mindful Mothers Club was held in the home of

Lisa Merkle. Each member brought household items to the meeting which were
then donated to the local food pantry. Our guest speaker was John Crutchfield,
Director of Community Education and Prevention for the Madison County
Hospital. Mr. Crutchfield spoke to the club about stress management. He point-
ed out that children and parents are stressed by the same types of things.  Some
stress is healthy and even necessary for growth, but too much stress can be
harmful. Mr. Crutchfield suggested that we all need to learn to manage our
stress. The first step to managing our stress is to manage the environment.  We
looked at sources of our stress and tried to find ways to manage, reduce or min-
imize them. We listed and practiced some de-stressing activities.  We enjoyed
deep breathing, stretching, facial massages and tensing and relaxing our mus-
cles. Mr. Crutchfield emphasized how important it is for mothers to maintain
their identities, continuing to enjoy interests and activities outside of their fam-
ilies. After Mr. Crutchfield’s presentation, we enjoyed an array of desserts and
treats provided by our hostess and co-hostesses, Lisa Merkle, Paula Herald,
Rita Riffle and Chantal Weldon.

President Sherry Ley called the business meeting to order with the roll call
question, “Did you get what you wanted for Christmas?” As each member
shared, she placed either 50 cents (if she got what she wanted ) or $1.00 (if she
did not) into the Scholarship Loan Fund Kitty. At the end of our program year
we send all money collected to the Ohio Child Conservation League’s
Scholarship Loan Fund. Our president gave us information from our West
Central District President Carolyn Clabaugh. The London OCCL clubs will be
hosting the district spring conference here  in 2003. Diane Darling shared plans
for the upcoming Valentine’s Dinner with our husbands.  It will be held on
Saturday, February 9, at 5:30 p.m. at the House of Japan.

President Ley concluded our meeting with an initiation ceremony for our
new members Jennifer McCormack and Cindy Morris.

Respectfully submitted,
Barb Niemeyer, Publicity Co-Chair

Mr. John Crutchfield talked to the club about dealing with everyday stress.

President Sherry Ley welcome new members Jennifer McCormack and Cindy Morris.



8 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, February 2002

DELINQUENT ACCOUNTS
NAME LOT # ADDRESS AMOUNT

Oty, William 501 1360 W Choctaw Dr $8,388.18 (Lien)/Atty

Kirkpatrick, Jennifer 848 2405 Cherokee Dr 7,439.56 (Lien)/Atty

Schrader, Brian 514-515 1540 W Choctaw Dr 934.25 (Lien)/Atty

Dingus, James & Helen 693 2040 Huron Dr 903.60 (Lien)/Atty

Baldwin, John & Angela    1062-1063.4 2656 W Choctaw Dr 882.65  (Lien)/Atty

Colvin, Mark & Rhonda 486 1152 W Choctaw Dr 859.98 (Lien)/Atty

Gerhardt, Gary & Janine 433 1360 Chickasaw Dr 825.41 (Lien)/Atty

Kinney, Charles & Mary 547 3007 Potawamie Dr 801.09 (Lien)

Taylor, Larry & Susan 481 6658 Prairie Rd 734.34 (Lien)

Nickel, Robert & Barbara 99-101 1421 Itawamba Trl 719.51 (Lien)

Shaw, Teresa 767 1920 Chickasaw Dr 669.28 (Lien)

Stroble, John & Cheryl 995 2576 Karok Dr 505.98 (Lien)/Atty

Morgan, Holly 254 1715 Suqulak Trl 252.45 (Lien)___________

TOTAL $23,940.05

Revised Delinquencies & Lien Procedures
1. All past due accounts will be billed monthly on the 1st of the month and

the interest will be assessed on the 1st of the month at an interest rate of
1% per month.

2. Publish in the Peace Pipe delinquencies 60 days past due of $250.00 or
more in descending dollar order at the discretion of the staff.

3. An administrative charge of $75.00 is to be charged to file a lien or to re-
file a lien.

4. Liens will be filed for amounts of $200.00 or more if the house is for
sale, or if there is to be a sheriff’s sale, or other legal action against the
property or property owner.

5. A Lien letter will be sent when the amount owed is equal to assessments
+ 10% penalty. The property owner has 10 days to respond.  A signed
contract will be required for payment arrangements.  If payment arrange-
ments with the CLPOA office are not kept, the account will be turned
over to a collection agency/attorney without any further communication
from the office.

6. File lien when amount owed is equal to assessments + 10% penalty and
the property owner has not responded to lien letter.

7. Liens will be re-filed at least once a year when the account balance has
increased significantly.

8. Liens will be released 14 days after personal check has been received.
9. Past due accounts can be referred to a collection agency/attorney if the

past due amounts exceeds one year’s assessments.  Accounts turned over
to an attorney will be charged an additional 1/3 of the amount turned
over for collection + court costs.  Once the account has been turned over,
the CLPOA o ffice will not handle resolutions of these accounts.
Payment arrangements must be made with the collection agency/attor-
ney.

10. When the past due amount reaches a balance of $2000.00 the CLPOA
has the option to begin foreclosure proceedings.  A notice of intent will
be sent to the Property Owner by registered mail.

11. If there is no response the account will be referred to an attorney for fore-
closure.

Revised 1/00 per CLPOA

“CHOCTAW LAKE SPECIALIST”
WALLS &
BENNETT

REALTY, INC.

740-852-3333  OFFICE
800-640-2189  TOLL FREE
740-852-4717  FAX

DEBI GLENN DOUG HUFF DICK LANG TERRI THOMAS

1585 CHICKASAW DRIVE
IN THE    HEART OF CHOCTAW, BY THE MARINA

PLEASE STOP BY OUR NEWLY REMODELED OFFICE THE WEEK OF
FEBRUARY 10 FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY CANDY KISSES!

www.wallsandbennett.com
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Public Notice...
Property Owners must have a permit for the following projects: House,

House Additions, Sheds, Boathouses, Driveways, Fences, Decks, Patios,
Docks, Swimming Pools, Satellite Dishes over 24" in diameter. Anyone failing
to secure the necessary permit will be assessed a penalty of 50% cost of the
original permit. Section E-4 of the Choctaw Lake Building Code.

Building Code
b) Building Permit fees and deposits will be paid according to the fol-

lowing schedule:

(i) Houses & Additions over 600 sq. ft. .....$1,000 deposit .......$500

(ii) House Additions up to 600 sq. ft...........$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iii) Garages ..................................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(iv) Sheds ......................................................................................$50

(v) Boathouses.............................................$1,000 deposit .......$300

(vi) Driveways ..............................................................................$50

(vii) Fences.....................................................................................$50

(viii) Decks......................................................................................$50

(ix) Patios ......................................................................................$50

(x) Docks......................................................................................$50

(xi) Seawalls..................................................................................$50

(xii) Swimming Pools ....................................................................$50

(xiii) Satellite Dishes.......................................................................$50

(xiv) Other structures ......................................................................$50

NOTICE TO ALL
SNOW BIRDS

The office would like to remind anyone leaving for the winter months that
your forwarding address is needed in order for you to receive all mailings from
the CLPOAoffice.  Please fill out the following form and return it to the office
before your departure. 

NAME:________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________

DEPARTURE DATE:_____________________________

RETURN DATE:_________________________________

FORWARDING ADDRESS:_______________________________________

WINTER PHONE NUMBER:______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT: _______________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE NUMBER: _______________________

NATURAL GAS
CLEAN ~ COMFORTABLE ~ ECONOMICAL

AMERICA’S BEST ENERGY VALUE

For more information, call:

1-888-863-0032
Madison Energy

A Member-Owned, Non-Profit, Natural Gas Cooperative Association

NOTHING BEATS
THE RELIABILITY AND VALUE

OF NATURAL GAS!
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Are All
Hospitals

the Same?
Not on your life.

Hospitals are as
different as the people

who work in them.

Our doctors know
their business. Our nurses

know that kindness and
compassion have a healing

power all their own.

You’re just like family
to us. And we treat

you that way.

Madison County Hospital

An affiliate of the OSU/Mount Carmel Health Alliance
210 North Main Street, London, Ohio 43140  phone 740-845-7000

BREWER
PLUMBING & HEATING INC.

— 52 Years of Service —
252 E. First Street, London, OH852-5048 www.justcallmax.com 852-1155
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LENNOX®

••••••••••••••••••••••

Fall Special
Install a LENNOX®

furnace to your
existing ducts,
registers and
electrical system
for

as
low
as 

*On approved credit on Model G4OUH36A. Prior sales excluded. Not valid with other offers or discounts.

per mo.*

Patrol Report
by Chief John W. Rafferty

Reports
1. Domestic Dispute
2. Welfare Check
3. Domestic Violence
4. Theft
5. Unwanted Guest
6. Theft of Christmas Yard Ornaments

State Citations
1. Speed - 2
2. Stop Sign - 2

Total dispatches................................................................................................42
Total traffic stops ........................................................................................... 32

Warnings ......................................................................................................28
Assists ..............................................................................................................61
Miles ...........................................................................................................6,729
Fuel used ............................................................................................563.3 gals.

DECEMBER  2001

Manager’s Report
by John A. Cimino

Well, here it is the month of February already and no major winter storms.
It’s hard to believe. Our maintenance department has only used 24 tons of salt
compared to 66 tons last year at this time. With the price of salt this year it
would be nice if the weather would hold out, but I doubt it. You should have
received your 2002 assessments; if you have not, please contact our office. We
are also working on the 2002 budget and hope to have it finalized with in a cou-
ple of weeks. 

We are starting a new system for car stickers this year. This is a numbered
car sticker system that will be assigned to your vehicle as long as you own that
vehicle and you will only be issued 3 car stickers per property owner. There is
a motion on the table to charge $1.00 for each set of car stickers over 3. If you
have not yet completed the Property Owner Decal Worksheet that came with
your assessments, please indicate on the work sheet the 3 vehicles to which you
would like a numbered sticker applied. 

In the January Peace Pipe, I addressed the issue of dogs running loose in
the subdivision. Since that article was published in The Peace Pipe we have
issued 4 citations and fines totaling $250. As I have stated before, if you own
a dog it is your responsibility to keep it contained. 

On February 1st the election ballots will be opened and counted we will
then know who the 3 new board of trustees members are. So whoever you are,
welcome aboard and I look forward to working with you for the next 3 years.

I would also like to take this time to welcome Staci Taylor aboard as the
new Editor of The Peace Pipe.

NOTICE
When you are driving and see this sign,

please come to a complete stop. The law
says you must stop and we will be watching.

Check us out at:
www.choctawlake.com
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The Day Buddy Holly died
Ballroom Much Like It Was Feb. 3, 1959

by Bob Cordes

Buddy Holly’s death on Feb. 3, 1959 was immortalized in the song
“American Pie” by Don McLean. Holly, Ritchie Valens, and J. P. “The Big
Bopper” Richardson had just performed at the Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake,

Iowa. The weather was bad
but they were tired of riding
those long miles from gig to
gig, and so they boarded a
Beechcraft Bonanza.

The plane crashed and
killed all aboard ... the three
performers and the pilot ...
just five miles into the trip. 

A permanent marker has
been erected at the site. It con-
sists of a stainless steel guitar
and a set of three stainless
steel records with the names
of the singers and the date of
the crash. 

The Surf Ballroom is one
of few in Iowa. Opened in
1933, it has a seating capacity
of 2,200, a 6,300 square foot
hardwood dance floor, and is a
local spot for weddings and
class reunions. The walls are
smothered with autographed
photos of performers from the
1950s to the present. The inte-
rior has booths reminiscent of
milk shakes and rock- and-
roll. 

This hallowed ground is
visited by fans of the three
killed performers every
February to remember and
celebrate the styles of these
performers. They consider the
Surf as “The Place The Music Died.”

photo by Bob Cordes

A poster inside the Surf Ballroom for the Feb. 2,
1959 performance lists some of the star’s leg-
endary songs: Buddy Holly’s “Peggy Sue,” Big
Bopper’s “Chantilly Lace,” and Ritchie Valens’ “La
Bamba.” photo by Bob Cordes

The sprawling Surf Ballroom is especially popular with tourists in the summer. Its Wall
of Fame is filled with items from the big band era. A few blocks away is Iowa’s third
largest natural lake, Clear Lake.

TRUST
The Citizens Difference

You want to bank with a name you can trust! Since 1891 residents in London and the surrounding areas have
been trusting their hard-earned dollars in a name they can count on, a name they can bank on, The Citizens
Bank of London. It could be because of our friendly tellers or maybe because of our great rates. We like to think
it’s because we understand who they are and want to help them make the most of their hard-earned dollar. We
admit it: We want to make the banking experience as convenient and comfortable as possible. We have worked
hard to provide our customers with every available convenience. What more could you ask for from your favorite
hometown bank. At The Citizens Bank of London, we care about your business and your future.

A Tradition You Can Bank On.

The Citizens
BANK OF LONDON

2 East High Street  •  London, Ohio 43140  •  740-852-0787



12 The Peace Pipe, Choctaw Lake, February 2002

Abe Lincoln’s Early Days
New Salem, Illinois helped form the man

photo by Bob Cordes

A bronze statue of Abraham Lincoln greets visitors at the
entrance of Lincoln’s New Salem, about 15 miles northwest of
Springfield, Illinois. It symbolizes his discarding of the axe and
frontier life for the study of law. A quote of Lincoln at the base
of the statue reads, “With malice toward none, with charity for
all. With firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the light.” 

by Bob Cordes 

Ask anyone about what they know of
Abraham Lincoln and it is early a sure bet they tell
you he was president during the Civil War and
was assassinated. And they might mention his
G e t t y s b u rg address, or that he read everything he
could find. Maybe they’ll mention his rail-split-
ting. And that is about it. But they’re missing a lot.

B r i e f l y, Abe was born in a one-room, dirt-
floored log cabin in backwoods Kentucky on Feb.
12, 1809. His mother, Nancy Hanks Lincoln, was
evidently an illegitimate child. Lincoln acknowl-
edged that and added, she “was the daughter of a
nobleman so called of Vi rginia.” 

In 1811, at age two, the family moved to
Knob Creek, Kentucky, staying there five years.

Facing eviction, they moved to Pigeon Creek,
Indiana where Abe, age seven, helped his father,
Thomas, build a new home. The home isn’t there
anymore but the area has plenty of Lincoln-lore to
see, including a Lincoln outdoor drama at night
during the summer. This is also the place where
his mother, Nancy, died and was buried when A b e
was nine. To the stoop-shouldered, religious
Nancy he gave all his love. “I owe everything I
am to her,” he said.

A year later Thomas married Sarah Bush
Johnston, a widow with three children. It was
Sarah who encouraged Abe to read.

He was a hard worker. A cousin recalled that
“if you heard him fellin’ trees in a clearin’, you
would say that there was three men at work by the
way the trees fell.” He said his father taught him
“to work but he never taught me to love it.” But he
loved to read.

By nineteen, he was six feet four inches tall,
m u s c u l a r, with a slim waist and powerful shoul-
ders and upper limbs. 

In 1830, Thomas and family moved to Macon
County in Illinois. The next year, Abe struck out
on his own; working on a flatboat carrying goods
to New Orleans where he saw Negroes in chains,
whipped, and sold like cattle. 

He worked on the
boat for Denton Off u t
who later offered him a
job as a clerk in a gen-
eral store and mill
in New Salem,
Illinois. T h e
Sangamon River and mill are a disappointment
these days, but the adjacent New Salem Historic
Site is a nice place to visit. 

New Salem was a new town then, being laid
out in 1828. It now consists of over two-dozen
reconstructed buildings of that era. You can see
the stores he operated and learn more about
L i n c o l n ’s life there. And you’ll hear of the cooper
who opened his shop to Lincoln at night so that
Abe could read by a fire of shavings.

Lincoln was well-liked at the general store,
and he obliged widows by chopping wood for
them. His strength gained him immediate respect
when he took on the town tough, Jack A r m s t r o n g ,
in a wrestling match his first year in town. Some
said he beat Armstrong, others called it a draw. 

It was in New Salem where he met A n n
Rutledge. After becoming engaged, she died of
typhoid. Another sadness in Lincoln’s life.

Lincoln worked at several stores and then
went into business with William F. Berry. T h e
business folded. Lincoln took 15 years but even-
tually paid back the $1200 owed to creditors.

He learned of surveying in a book and soon
was offered the deputy county surveyor job. He
finished his survey of the nearby town of
P e t e r s b u rg on Feb. 17, 1836. 

E a r l i e r, in 1834, he won a seat in the Illinois
general assembly at the age of 25. He studied law
and, in 1836, was admitted to the bar. He moved
to Springfield in 1837, practicing law in rooms
above the Federal Courtroom, near the state
Capitol. 

He was elected to the House of
Representatives in 1846, elected President in 1860
and died April 15, 1865, assassinated by John
Wilkes Booth. 

This famous name was coined by Captain Stephen Driver, a shipmaster of Salem, Massachusetts, in 1831. As he was leaving on one of his many voy -
ages aboard the brig CHARLES DOGGETT — and this one would climax with the rescue of the mutineers of the BOUNTY — some friends presented him
with a beautiful flag of twenty-four stars. As the banner opened to the ocean breeze for the first time, he exclaimed “Old Glory!” 

He retired to Nashville in 1837, taking his treasured flag from his sea days with him. By the time the Civil War erupted, most everyone in and around
Nashville recognized Captain Driver’s “Old Glory.” When Tennessee seceded from the Union, Rebels were determined to destroy his flag, but repeated
searches revealed no trace of the hated banner.

Then on February 25th, 1862, Union forces captured Nashville and raised the American flag over the capital. It was a rather small ensign and imme -
diately folks began asking Captain Driver if “Old Glory” still existed. Happy to have soldiers with him this time, Captain Driver went home and began
ripping at the seams of his bedcover. As the stitches holding the quilt-top to the batting unraveled, the onlookers peered inside and saw the 24-starred
original “Old Glory”! 

Captain Driver gently gathered up the flag and returned with the soldiers to the capitol. Though he was sixty years old, the Captain climbed up to the
tower to replace the smaller banner with his beloved flag. The Sixth Ohio Regiment cheered and saluted - and later adopted the nickname “Old Glory” as
their own, telling and re-telling the story of Captain Driver’s devotion to the flag we honor yet today.

Captain Driver’s grave is located in the old Nashville City Cemetery, and is one of three (3) places authorized by act of Congress where the Flag of
the United States may be flown 24 hours a day.

ABRAHAM
LINCOLN

SIXTEENTH
PRESIDENT
1861 - 1865 



Office Report:
(Presented by Carla Dye)

Carla Dye shared information she gathered
about renting other facilities in the area.  She said
that for many of these facilities it is difficult to
determine a rental price because it depends on the
arrangement with the caterer and the length of time
the facility is rented.  The Board discussed the pro-
posal for new rental rates for the Lodge and the
Arrowhead.  John Cimino said that any rate
increase would not go into effect until 2003
because the Lodge is nearly booked for 2002.
Carla said the last increase was in 1999.  

Terry LaPrise made the following motion:
Motion M02-01
The Saturday rental fee for the CLPOALodge
is $450 ($400 for CLPOA property owners).
The Sunday through Friday rental fee for the
CLPOALodge is $275.  Saturday renters may
rent the lodge on Friday for an additional
$125.  Sunday PO family function rentals will
remain $150.  The rental fee for the CLPOA
Arrowhead is $85 for Saturdays and $60 for
the rest of the week.

Brad Couch seconded the motion.  Brian
Throckmorton made a motion to not table motion
M02-01 until the February Board meeting.  Andy
Mauck seconded the motion.  A vote was taken.
The motion to not table carried.  A vote was taken
on motion M02-01.  The motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report:
(Presented by Brian Throckmorton)

Brian Throckmorton reported on the 2001
budget.  He said that capital expenditures were
$27,000 over budget due to the dam repairs.  He
added that we have incurred all major expenses and
that we have $53,000 unspent.  He said that in the
draft 2002 budget we have $10,000 budgeted for a
patrol car.  He said we might want to consider buy-
ing a new car rather than a used car.  John Cimino
said that he has spoken to Tom Coughlin about a
new car like those used by the Sheriff’s department.
John also mentioned a dealer in Middletown that
specializes in police vehicles.  The Board discussed
how a new car could be used and what equipment
is needed. 

Brian reviewed the list of capital expenditures
in the 2002 draft budget.  The items included a new
mower, a maintenance truck, tennis court repair,
and road repair.  He said the budget planning
review meeting would be held this Saturday.  He
said that John and Carla have done a good job of
pulling the budget together.  He said that the only
item not included at this time is the maintenance
building expansion. 

Manager’s Report:
(Presented by John Cimino)

John Cimino said that he preferred to discuss
his items under old business and new business. 

Committee Reports:
Beautification – Nothing to report this meeting.  
Lake, Drainage, & Roads – Steve Blake said

that a water and ice situation exists at the corner of
Yuma and Quapaw.  He said it is a property owner
problem and might possibly damage the road.  John
Cimino will look into it. 

Public Relations – Nothing to report this meet-
ing.  

Publications – Terry LaPrise reported that he
has received an application for editor of The Peace
Pipe. The applicant is resident Staci Taylor who
lives on Huron Drive.  The Board reviewed her
application and approved her appointment.  

Recreation – Jim Shade asked whether the
Booster Club organizes New Years Eve events at
the lodge.  Jim Zawodny said they normally do but
this year there was no chairman to organize the
event.  He said that they have been alternating
between casual and semi-formal events.  This year
was supposed to be a semi-formal event.  Em
McCracken volunteered to be chairman for the
Christmas Dinner in December.

Land & Facility Use – Nothing to report this
meeting.  

House & Office – Nothing to report this meet-
ing.

Utilities – Bill Laney reported on the quarterly
Water Board meeting.  He said that the Water Board
is planning to reappoint Matt Dillon to one of the
two-year term positions and Tim Good to the other
position.  Bill said that the information is back from
the copper testing.  He said the results are not good
and the levels are still above the limits.  The Water
Board is hoping the EPA will give them more time
to resolve this issue.  Bill said the Water Board dis-
cussed and agreed on splitting the water bill for the
Langley property. This property contains one
entire lot and two partial lots.  Bill said that
C L P O A attorney Don Gregory is researching
whether water can be sold to a source outside of
Choctaw without going under PUCO control.  Bill
said that according to Mr. Gregory, becoming a vil-
lage has no effect on a private water company.

Sewer – Bill Laney said the easements have
been sent to property owners.  Brian Throckmorton
asked what should a property owner do about
errors.  Bill said that errors should be reported and
that the easiest time to bring them up is during the
Notary nights at the lodge on January 22 and 29.
Bill said that ground breaking could begin as early
as July.  Bill said that he looked into printing the
sewer meeting minutes in The Peace Pipe.  He said
the minutes are transcribed and much too detailed
to be printed.  

Village – Jim Zawodny said the next village
committee meeting is set for January 21.  Jim said
the committee is taking the campaign door-to-door.
He said the proposed area has been divided into 37
blocks to aid in the campaign.  He said the volun-
teers would meet in two weeks to reevaluate
whether to go forward.  Brad Couch reviewed some
of the major issues with the Board.  He said that as
a standard statutory village, it would withdrawal
from the township.  Regarding income tax, he said
that the village could use a charter to revoke author-
ity to assess taxes.  He confirmed that the lake
would remain private. 

A.C.R.E. – Brad Couch reported that Tom Fries
put in an offer for property on Green Lane.  This is
one of the locations looked at for the sewer treat-
ment plant.  Brad also reported that it has been ver-
ified that the London aquifer comes from the Mary
Hunter farm.  

Old Business:
John Cimino reintroduced the motion from the

November Board meeting.
Motion M01-06
The CLPOA Board will annually appoint one

representative from the current CLPOABoard
to serve on the Choctaw Utility Board.  No
other person other than the appointed CLPOA
Board member may serve on both the CLPOA
Board and the Choctaw Utility Board.  This
modifies the motion approved at the
November 1988 Board meeting.  

Jim Zawodny called for a vote.  The motion
carried.   

John Cimino brought up the request by Ruth
Sowers for access to Sarsi Drive.  The Board decid-
ed that another access is not warranted and that the
area is to be returned to its original condition.  The
Board told John to send her a letter to notify her of
the Board’s decision.  

John said that he has spoken to Charlie Rose
and notified him that we will not modify our build-
ing code to allow modular homes.  

John said he investigated the rumor that there is
a half-way house at Choctaw Lake.  He said that
according to the property owner, there is no half-
way house operating at this location.  

John reported that Joan Crabtree’s neighbor has
connected the drainage lines but has not yet buried
them.  

Brad Couch said that he would speak to Don
Gregory about having professional fees charged
back to the responsible property owner.  Brad will
see whether this can be done as a change to our
rules and regulations or whether it should be done
as a constitutional change.  

The Board discussed the three lots near the
water wells and whether they should be sold or
transferred to Choctaw Utilities.  Bill Laney agreed
to study the financial impact and report back to the
Board.  

John Cimino passed around samples of the new
car stickers.  John said that these would be num-
bered and kept track of.  He added that some resi-
dents have quite a few vehicles and require a large
number of stickers.  Andy Mauck made the follow-
ing motion:

Motion M02-02
Vehicle stickers will be provided at no cost for
up to three vehicles per property owner.
Additional stickers will cost $1.00 for each
vehicle.  

Jim Shade seconded the motion.  The motion
will be tabled until the February Board meeting.  

John Cimino reported that he received a letter
from ONDR and that they are satisfied with the
manner in which we are keeping up with repairs on
the dam.  

Brian Throckmorton asked if there was any
progress on placing fill dirt at the boat ramp area.
John Cimino said that it is not yet completed.  He
said it might be done by the first of spring.  

John Cimino told the Board that he is going to
approach a property owner about serving as a lake
patrol officer.

New Business:
John Cimino said that Alan J. Goodwin sub-

mitted a bid for lot 281.  Bill Laney asked if the
proceeds are restricted.  John will research to see if
any restrictions apply from the sale of CLPOA lots.
Terry LaPrise suggested we counter-offer at the
$22,500 price offered to adjacent property owners.
Brian Throckmorton made the following motion:
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C A R RY OUT AND FEED STORE
394 St. Rt. 56 NW (Corner of Rt. 56 & I-70W)

740-852-9009
Cat Chow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11.49
Dog Chow  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$16.99
Pro Plan  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$26.95
Kibbles & Chunks  . . . . . . . .$18.59

WE STOCK ALL THIS AND MORE
AT THE GOOD FELLAS

DRIVE THRU AND CARRY OUT
50 LB. 50 LB.

Are you paying too much
for bottled water?

The Culligan Good Water
Machine can provide you with
good, safe drinking water for

pennies per day!

Are you paying too much for salt delivery?
Pure Salt Cubes  . . . . .$5.95 DELIVERED
Red•Out Salt Cubes  . .$7.15 DELIVERED
Solar Salt  . . . . . . . . . .$5.70 DELIVERED

50 lb. Easy-Open Bags
Tax not included in price

When you say…

you get…

Water Specialist
Culligan of Columbus

5350 W. Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43228

614-878-6333 • 800-870-1561

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE SEWER EASEMENT & ON-LOT MAP

1 . Construction of the sewer system as shown on the on-lot map may damage
adjacent trees or landscaping on my property?  The on-lot map shows a
general alignment of the improvements and adjustments can be made
during construction.  The Pro p e rty Owner, Engineer, and Contractor
will approve the final location of the infrastructure prior to installation.

2 . The proposed location of the sewers will interfere with future plans for a
house addition, deck, pool, landscaping, or etc.?  Adjustments of the align-
ment can be made during construction to minimize the impact as long
as these adjustments do not increase the project cost.

3 . How much will the monthly electric cost to run a grinder unit?  The aver-
age cost to run a grinder unit is between $1.50 to $2.50 per m o n t h .

4 . If I provide electric to a shared grinder unit, who pays for the electricity?
Residents providing the electricity to a shared grinder unit will re c e i v e
a credit on their monthly sewer bill to offset this cost.

5 . Does the electricity have to be run around the exterior of my house (when
grinder unit is on opposite side of house from electric panel) and disturb my
yard?  A conservative alignment has been shown on the on-lot map for
the contractor.  The electric can be run through your crawl space, base-
ment or ceiling. This change can be coordinated with the electrician
that will be stubbing electric out from your h o u s e .

6 . Can the electric to the existing aerator be used for the grinder unit?  T h e
a e r a t o r must remain in operation until construction is complete.  T h e
C o n t r a c t o r needs electric to the grinder unit during construction in
o r d e r to perform testing and start - u p .

7 . I am not comfortable signing the easement because it appears that the on-lot
map does not accurately depict the location of existing utilities, property
lines, etc?  The Contractor will verify the location of the utilities and
p ro p e rty lines in areas where construction will occur.
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Motion M02-03
C o u n t e r- o ffer $22,500 for Mr. Goodwin’s
offer on lot 281 and have the buyer pay clos-
ing costs.  

Terry LaPrise seconded the motion. Bill Laney
made a motion to not table motion M02-03 until
the February Board meeting.  Brad Couch second-
ed the motion.  A vote was taken.  The motion to
not table carried.  A vote was taken on motion
M02-03.  The motion carried.  

John Cimino presented a contract from the
Board of Election to rent the lodge as a polling
location.  He said they are not happy about sharing
the lodge with bingo.  Jim Zawodny signed the
contract.  

John Cimino said the doorframe at the
Arrowhead needs repaired or replaced.  He is in the

process of evaluating bids.  
Andy Mauck made the following motion:

Motion M02-04
CLPOA Board accepts the appointment of
Matt Dillon and Tim Good to two-year terms
on the Utility Board.

Bill Laney seconded the motion.  The motion
will be tabled until the February Board meeting. 

Jim Zawodny asked for a straw vote from the
Board regarding the village proposal.  Five mem-
bers were for the proposal, no members were
against the proposal and four members are unde-
cided.  

Jim Shade made a motion to adjourn the meet-
ing at 11:45 PM.  Brian Throckmorton seconded
the motion.  The motion carried. 

by Bob Cordes

The Golden Spike : This attraction along
Interstate-80 should slow down tourists rushing
through Nebraska. The intent is for some to stop
and see what it’s all about in North Platte.

But the Golden Spike is behind schedule by a
year and a half, and with the economy lagging, its
construction might lag even more. Yet, chances are
good it will survive. It will be great for locals, the
railroad industry, and education. Fund-raising is
ongoing.

The Golden Spike will be 15 stories high. It is
actually an elevator shaft covered with gold clad
alongside Union Pacific’s Bailey Yard. 

Bailey Yard is the world’s largest and busiest
rail yard, they contend. Every 24 hours, it handles
10,000 railroad cars and sorts 3,000 cars. It handles
130 trains daily.

There are 114 tracks. About 90 trains per day
are “unit” trains; they exclusively carry coal, vehi-
cles, refrigerated items, grain, etc.

Over 14 million gallons of diesel fuel are used
monthly at this facility which repairs 50 cars daily,
and replaces 10,000 pairs of wheels yearly.

You can view these operations now, but not as
well nor learn as much, as if the visitor center was
completed. 

North Platte is home for 2,500 Union Pacific
(UP) employees. One engineer said his route con-
sisted of going to Wyoming and pulling a train of
coal cars as far as North Platte. He quipped, “We
used to laugh that we were removing Wyoming one
car at a time.”

The Golden Spike & Visitor Center will feature
an orientation film with you in the cab of a UPtrain,
roaring down the track. Two elevators will take you
to the top of the Spike. You’ll have three observa-

photo by Bob Cordes

The Golden Spike along Interestate 80 in North Platte,
Nebraska.

tion levels to see the magnitude of the yard’s oper-
ation. 

Along the way you’ll learn how refrigerated
cars keep fruit cool, the workings of a coal unit
train, learn of car repair and cleaning, and learn
how the “Hump” operation sorts thousands of
freight cars daily. For information, call 800-955-
4528.

Railroad Songs: Just about everyone has sung
I’ve Been Working on the Railroad. The melody
has been fitted to other lyrics too, such as The Eyes
of Texas are Upon Us. Lonely train songs made
Boxcar Willy and Johnny Cash a few dollars over
the years. 

Casey Jones: On April 30, 1900, John Luther
“Casey” Jones ran his train into the back of a
freight train, while he was trying to make up the 95
minute late start on his route, which began in
Memphis and ended in Canton, Mississippi. 

Did he heed the warnings of the freight train’s
flag man or did he even see the flag man? 

No one knows, but engineer Jones ordered his
fireman to jump from the engine while Casey tried
to slow it. He did slow it, no passengers died.
Casey was the only fatality.

An engine wiper, Wallace Saunders, wrote
Casey Jones. Part of it goes like this:

Casey Jones,
mounted to the cabin.

Casey Jones, 
with his orders in his hand.

Casey Jones,
mounted to the cabin,

And he took his farewell trip 
to the promised land. 

City of New Orleans: This song immortalizes
the Chicago to New Orleans train. The folk song,
written by Arlo Guthrie goes like this:

Good morning America, 
how are you?

Don’t you know me? 
I’m your native son.

I’m the train they call
the City of New Orleans

I’ll be gone 500 miles
when the day is done.

Minutes continued from  page 13

The Golden Spike Tower
Rail Yard Interesting Even If Tower Is Not Yet Built

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag
“I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS,
ONE NATION UNDER GOD, INDIVISIBLE,
WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.”

The Pledge of Allegiance received off i c i a l
recognition by Congress in an Act approved on June
22, 1942. However, the pledge was first published in
1892 in the Yo u t h ’s Companion magazine in Boston,
Massachusetts to celebrate the 400th anniversary of
the discovery of America, and was first used in pub-
lic schools to celebrate Columbus Day on October
12, 1892.

In its original version, the pledge read “my flag”
instead of “the flag of the United States.” the change
in the wording was adopted by the National Flag
Conference in 1923. The rationale for the change
was that it prevented ambiguity among foreign-born
children and adults who might have the flag of their
native land in mind when reciting the pledge.

The phrase “under God” was added to the
pledge by a Congressional act approved on June 14,
1954. At that time, President Eisenhower said: “in
this way we are reaffirming the transcendence of
religious faith in A m e r i c a ’s heritage and future; in
this way we shall constantly strengthen those spiri-
tual weapons which forever will be our country’s
most powerful resource in peace and war. ”
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Call with any of your real estate needs.
◆ A L WILDERMAN - 740-852-2509/614-370-4573 ◆ JANIE COX - 740-852-1511 ◆

You may figure out
who these babies
grew up to be, but
check our ad next

month to see if you
can identify the
picture of one of
your friends and

neighbors!

We may look young, but put our experience, honesty, and
dedication to work for you, too! If you are thinking  of selling,

we need your listings. We promise to work hard to get you the results you want:

SOLD!!!
These are just some of the things we do to market your home:
◆ Sign
◆ Customized Color Brochure
◆ Madison Press ad
◆ Real Estate Weekly ad
◆ This Week Newspaper
◆ Open Houses
◆ Internet
◆ Madison County Area Realty Assn.
◆ Office Listing Board
◆ And many others, just ask us!

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043
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CHOCTAW LAKE BABY-SITTER INFO
CHELSEA................................................................852-0682
If you need a sitter, give me a call at 852-0682. I am 11 and will watch your kids at your
house. I watch kids 2 years of age and over.

• Bring the information about your service to the Choctaw office. We’ll print it at no charge for three months.

Across
3. Our last President
5. Was the youngest U.S. President and was shot in Dallas Texas
8. This president loved nature and most children in the U.S. have a

toy bear named after him.
9. His wife was known as Lady Bird

Down
1. Was forced to resign because of the Watergate scandal
2. The first United States President
4. Was shot by John Wilkes Booth
6. Former actor
7. Had a large dam named after him

GEORGE W. BUSH is our 43rd president, but there actually have only
been 42 presidents: Cleveland was elected for two nonconsecutive terms and is
counted twice, as our 22nd and 24th president.

EIGHT PRESIDENTS were born British subjects: Washington, J. Adams,
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, J. Q. Adams, Jackson, and W. Harrison.

NINE PRESIDENTS never attended college: Washington, Jackson, Van
Buren, Taylor, Fillmore, Lincoln, A. Johnson, Cleveland, and Truman. The col-
lege that has the most presidents as alumni (five in total) is Harvard: J. Adams,
J. Q. Adams, T. Roosevelt, F. Roosevelt, and Kennedy.

PRESIDENTS WHO would be considered “Washington outsiders” (i.e.,
the 18 presidents who never served in Congress) are: Washington, J. Adams,
J e fferson, Ta y l o r, Grant, A r t h u r, Cleveland, T. Roosevelt, Taft, Wi l s o n ,
Coolidge, Hoover, F. Roosevelt, Eisenhower, Carter, Reagan, Clinton, and G.
W. Bush.

THE MOST COMMON religious affiliation among presidents has been
Episcopalian, followed by Presbyterian.

THE ANCESTRY of all 43 presidents is limited to the following six her-
itages, or some combination thereof: Dutch, English, Irish, Scottish, Welsh,
Swiss, or German.

THE OLDEST president inaugurated was Reagan (age 69); the youngest
was Kennedy (age 43). Theodore Roosevelt, however, was the youngest man

to become president-he was 42 when he succeeded McKinley, who had been
assassinated.

THE TALLEST president was Lincoln at 6’4”; at 5’4”, Madison was the
shortest.

FOURTEEN PRESIDENTS served as vice presidents: J. Adams, Jefferson,
Van Buren, Tyler, Fillmore, A. Johnson, Arthur, T. Roosevelt, Coolidge,
Truman, Nixon, L. Johnson, Ford, and George Bush.

VICE PRESIDENTS were originally the presidential candidates receiving
the second-largest number of electoral votes. The Twelfth Amendment, passed
in 1804, changed the system so that the electoral college voted separately for
president and vice president. The presidential candidate, however, gradually
gained power over the nominating convention to choose his own running mate.

FOR TWO YEARS the nation was run by a president and a vice president
who were not elected by the people. After Vice President Spiro T. Agnew
resigned in 1973, President Nixon appointed Gerald Ford as vice president.
Nixon resigned the following year, which left Ford as president, and Ford’s
appointed vice president, Nelson Rockefeller, as second in line.

THE TERM “First Lady” was first used in 1877 in reference to Lucy Ware
Webb Hayes. Most First Ladies, including Jackie Kennedy, are said to have
hated the label.

JAMES BUCHANAN was the only president never to marry. Five presi-
dents remarried after the death of their first wives-two of whom, Tyler and
Wilson, remarried while in the White House. Reagan was the only divorced
president. Six presidents had no children. Tyler—father of fifteen— had the
most.

PRESIDENTS LINCOLN, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy were assas-
sinated in office.

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS were made on the lives of Jackson, T.
Roosevelt, F. Roosevelt, Truman, Ford, and Reagan.

EIGHT PRESIDENTS died in office: W. Harrison (after having served
only one month), Taylor, Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, Harding, F. Roosevelt,
and Kennedy.

PRESIDENTS ADAMS, Jefferson, and Monroe all died on the 4th of July;
Coolidge was born on that day.

KENNEDY AND TAFT are the only presidents buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.

LINCOLN, JEFFERSON, F. Roosevelt, Washington, Kennedy, and
Eisenhower are portrayed on U.S. coins.

WA S H I N G TON, JEFFERSON, Lincoln, Jackson, Grant, McKinley,
Cleveland, Madison, and Wilson are portrayed on U.S. paper currency.

RELATIONSHIPS:
John Adams was the father of  John Quincey Adams.
James Madison and Zachary Taylor were second cousins.
William Henry Harrison was the grandfather of Benjamin Harrison.
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a fifth cousin of Theodore Roosevelt.
George W. Bush (the 43rd president) is the son of George Bush (the 41st

president). John Quincy Adams (the 6th president) was the son of John Adams
(the 2nd president).

Benjamin Harrison (the 23rd president) was the grandson of William
Henry Harrison (the 9th president).

James Madison (the 4th president) and Zachary Taylor (the 12th president)
were second cousins.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt (the 32nd president) was a fifth cousin of
Theodore Roosevelt (the 26th president). Genealogists have determined that
FDR was distantly related to a total of 11 U.S. presidents, 5 by blood and 6 by
marriage: Theodore Roosevelt, John Adams, John Quincy Adams, Ulysses
Grant, William Henry Harrison, Benjamin Harrison, James Madison, William
Taft, Zachary Taylor, Martin Van Buren, and George Washington.
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Saint Valentine’s Day 
Every February, candy, flowers, and gifts are exchanged between loved

ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. The history of Valentine’s Day and its
patron saint is shrouded in mystery, but we do know that February has long
been a month of romance. St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, is a mix of
both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. February 14th was originally the
Roman feast of Lupercalia, but was Christianized in memory of the martyr St.
Valentine who died in 270 A.D. In the Middle Ages, Valentine became associ-
ated with the union of lovers under conditions of duress. Today the holiday is
celebrated with the exchange of romantic or comic messages called “valen-
tines.” 

The Catholic Church recognizes at least three different saints named
Valentine or Valentinus, all of whom were martyred. In one legend Valentine
was a priest who served during the third century in Rome. When Emperor
Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than those with wives
and families, he outlawed marriage for young, single men. Valentine, realizing
the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages
for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were discovered, Claudius
ordered that he be put to death. Other stories suggest that Valentine may have
been killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh Roman prisons
where they were often beaten and tortured. While Valentine was in prison, it is
believed that Valentine fell in love with a young girl that visited him during his
confinement. It is thought that she may have been his jailor’s daughter. Before
his death he wrote her a letter, which he signed ‘From your Valentine,’ an
expression that is still used today. By the Middle Ages, Valentine was one of
the most popular saints in England and France. 

The oldest known valentine still in existence today was a poem written by
Charles, Duke of Orleans to his wife while he was imprisoned in the Tower of
London following his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. The greeting, which
was written in 1415, can be viewed today at the British Museum in London,
England. Several years later, it is believed that King Henry V hired a writer
named John Lydgate to compose a valentine note to Catherine of Valois. 

In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day began to be popularly celebrated around
the seventeenth century. By the middle of the eighteenth century, it was com-
mon for friends and lovers in all social classes to exchange small tokens of
affection or handwritten notes. By the end of the century, printed cards began
to replace written letters due to improvements in printing technology. Ready-
made cards were an easy way for people to express their emotions in a time
when direct expression of one’s feelings was discouraged. Cheaper postage
rates also contributed to an increase in the popularity of sending Valentine’s
Day greetings. Americans probably began exchanging hand-made valentines in
the early 1700s. In the 1840s, Esther A. Howland began to sell the first mass-
produced valentines in America. 

According to the Greeting Card Association, an estimated one billion
valentine cards are sent each year, making Valentine’s Day the second largest
card-sending holiday of the year. Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the United
States,Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, France, and Australia.

Tell Us a Story
We’ll print your story about your activities, achievements, opinions, and

just about anything else, but we can’t do it unless you provide us with the mate-
rial. Parents, dare we suggest you promote your child writing an article for T h e
Peace Pipe, or maybe they could submit a brief story written for school. Drop
your article off at the office. About 500 words is the suggested max. You can do
as other writers have done, use a pen name. That adds a touch of mystery to
your writing. It’s all for fun, and you gain great experience. We’re giving you a
great opportunity, don’t turn it down.

Put A Free Ad on the Young People’s Page
The Peace Pipe will print advertisements for services provided by grade

and high schoolers at no cost. Baby-sitting and cutting grass could bring you
some money, but will only bring you $$$’s if someone knows you do it. It pays
to advertise. Just give your phone number, age, service you provide, and any-
thing else you want people to know, to the Choctaw Office; we’ll do the rest.
R e m e m b e r, it doesn’t cost a thing but your time. 
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IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO MESS WITH
ANYONE ELSE’S MAILBOX. DON’T PUT

OBJECTS INTO RESIDENT’S MAILBOXES. PUT
THOSE BEVERAGE CONTAINERS IN TRASH
CANS WHERE THEY SHOULD BE PLACED.

THANK YOU

Debby Hempy
REALTOR®

(614) 876-0808 Business, (614) 832-6825 Cell
(614) 527-6821 Direct, (614) 771-1291 Fax
(740) 852-5627 Residence

KING THOMPSON

Independently Owned And Operated
by NRT Inc.

Buckeye Aeration Service, Inc.
— “Service on Most Major Makes Since 1974” —

P.O. Box 70, Marysville, OH 43040-0070

Phone or Fax: 1-937-644-1625

Email: mwoo@columbus.rr.com

www.nav.to/buckeyecomp

TAX TIPS
Annual contributions to an IRAhave increased to $3000 for 2002. Contribution
limits for other qualified plans have increased also. See your tax professional
to take advantage of these and other new provisions in the tax law.

JILL SPRADLIN
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
11 S. Union Street, Suite B, London, Ohio

740-852-8895
E-mail: jillspradlin@msn.com

Dear Miss Manners:

I have a concern or rather a disturbing point I wish to make regarding the
recent Choctaw Lake Community Christmas Dinner.   For the sake of our read-
ers I need to state that the Christmas Dinner is traditionally a joint venture
sponsored by both the Booster Club Officers and the Board members.  So when
I heard of these events, I was moved to write you.

This was a wonderful Christmas dinner organized by Board Member Brad
Couch’s wife Sandi.  Sandi and Brad, Lisa Merkle and a retired couple, Jim and
Mary Frea were the five people who helped with set up the day of the dinner.
Sandi and Brad tirelessly gave their time toward this event with shopping for
fabric for Santa’s chair, writing and printing programs, soliciting community
businesses and business people for poinsettia donations, and coordinating who
will prepare the meat for the dinner.   Brad made a temporary dais for St. Nick’s
“throne” and even heave-hoed a large chair from the back of his vehicle so
Santa could sit in regal comfort.  They were frugal and conscientious coordi-
nators of this event and donated a lot of their time and efforts to make it a very
nice evening.  When it was time for clean-up, Sandi requested everyone to
please pick up their chairs and place them on the racks. The response was won -
derful and very much appreciated.  However, it stopped there. Where were the
board members who were asked to stay and finish with clean-up??  I was very
disappointed to hear that only a few couples with very young children stayed
late to clean when their children needed to be in bed and in some cases, ready
for school the next day.    It may be said, well they didn’t have to stay.  . . . but
who else is going to clean the coffee pots, the sticky tables, divvy up food that
people left and wrap it to go, clean the dishes, sweep and mop the floor where
someone has spilled juice or pop and it’s sticky? This is not the land of TV folks
where genies from bottles blink their eyes and the huge lodge becomes tidy and
spotless!   Mere mortals must stay to clean it up—completely.

Have you ever heard the saying, people wear 20 percent of their clothing
80 percent of the time?  The same goes with community volunteers. . . 20 per-
cent of the people volunteer 80 percent of the time.  It’s called the 20/80 fac-
tor. We all have the same 24 hours in a day folks.  We’re all busy… especial-
ly in December.  Remember, that 20 percent of your clothing will wear out, and
the 20 percent of volunteers will “burn out.”  I ask you, where do you fit with-
in those percentages?  

To state the popular quote from former President John F. Kennedy and
change it a little . . . 

“Ask not what your community can do for you, but what you can do for
your community.”

And for those who were asked to stay and help clean up but didn’t . .  .
shame on you . . . And cheers to Sandi  Couch who has chaired two Booster
Club events in a row and performed her tasks well!   WE  ARE A VERY
BLESSED COMMUNITY TO HAVE YOU LIVING HERE.    Words cannot
express  how grateful we should be.  Thanks Sandi and Brad. 

An Annoyed Resident at Choctaw Lake

Whew!  Thanks, Annoyed for that patriotic community Cheers and Jeers! 
—————————————————————————————————

Here’s another disturbing letter from a resident. . . 

Dear Miss Manners:

I get very disappointed and angry when I pick up my mail and I see trash
on the ground just beyond the mailboxes!  What’s up with that anyway???  If
someone is at their mailbox, isn’t their mailbox close to their home and they
could just throw their garbage in the trash can at their house?  Quite often that
litter is beer cans. Obviously people know it’s against the law to drink and
drive, and it’s against the law to litter.  So WHY?   Come on citizens.  Since
September 11, we have taken great pride in our country.  Let’s remember to
take pride in our community as well.  Whoever you are, all you have to do is
keep your garbage in the car for another minute ’til you get home.  Meanwhile,
Choctaw Security will be watching. . . . .  

Planting Paranoia in Littering Minds

Thanks, Paranoia  — you’ve got me watching for mailbox litterers now!!
Litterers BEWARE!!!   MM

—————————————————————————————————

Miss Manners II (a.k.a. Julie Martin)

Submits concerns from Community Members Regarding the 20/80 Factors and Mailbox Lettering

NOTICE
When you are driving and see this sign,

please come to a complete stop. The law
says you must stop and we will be watching.

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥
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Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

740-852-9543

www.london.lib.oh.us

S t o ry Time Entertains Childre n
— And Pare n t s !

Want to help your child with language development? Share quality time
with him and have fun, too? Watch her grow up to be a reader?
You can, simply by attending Story Time at the London Public Library!

Reading aloud and singing to young children helps them make connections
between words and meaning. Children learn to love the sound of language
before they ever notice the existence of printed words on a page. As they grow,
they rapidly pick up the concepts and words they hear used. Reading aloud with
children is an essential component to language development and is one of the
most important activities for preparing them to succeed as readers.

Some parents assume that learning to read starts with memorizing the alpha-
bet and sounding out words, but actually the fundamentals of reading begin
much earlier. At Library Story Times, you can strengthen those fundaments and,
most importantly, enjoy activities that bring you and your children closer.

Story Time and its spin-offs (Baby Time and Toddler Time) begin in
F e b r u a r y.

Baby Time, for children 6-16 months, will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursdays, from February 7 through March 14.

Toddler Time is set for children 17-35 months. Parents can choose to attend
sessions either on Wednesday mornings (11 a.m.) or Thursday evenings (6
p.m.). The program will run February 6 through March 14.

Preschool Story Time, for children ages 3-5, will be held at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday and 7 p.m. on Thursdays; parents can choose either day. The pro-
gram will begin February 6 and run through March 14.

Plan on 30-45 minutes of creative learning and fun for each program. Yo u
and your youngster are certain to enjoy the age-appropriate stories, songs and
activities each week.

Class size is limited for Baby and Toddler Time and advance registration is
required. Parents can sign their youngsters up in the Children’s Room, or call the
Library at 740-852-9543. Registration is not necessary for Preschool Story Ti m e .

New Website for Te e n s
Fly guys and girls

can stay connected with
a great new interactive
website, YA Web, that
the London Public
Library has created. To
connect, log on to the
L i b r a r y ’s homepage at
w w w. l o n d o n . l i b . o h . u s .

With categories
such as Friends ’N Fun,
E n t e rtain Me and S c h o o l
S t u f f, YA Web is sure to
have something for
everyone. After posting
favorites or sharing
book reviews, teens can
easily link to informa-
tive sites that help with
homework or cover cur-
rent events.

Library staff devot-
ed countless hours to
researching and preparing YAWeb for area teens. If you have suggestions, share
them with any staff member.

Sparkle & Shine!
Do you love the sparkle of gemstones? If so, enjoy them in February in a

first-of-its-kind program: “Phenomenal Gems,” set for Tu e s d a y, February 5, at
7 p.m. at the London Public Library. Richard Hunt of Hunt’s Jewelry will share
from his 12 years’professional experience to give participants a crash course in
g e m o l o g y. Phenomenal gems are those that dance with specific plays of light to
catch a beholder’s eye.

Just in time for valentine’s Day, you’ll be able to see - via slides - what to
look for in selecting gems, including rubies, sapphires, opals, pearls and more.

And the door prizes! We aren’t going to ruin the surprise, but they truly are
wonderful. Registration is not required, and as always, all are welcome to this
free event.

I t ’s Black History month
Enjoy the works of African-American authors in February as the Library

celebrates Black History Month. You’ll find works by Jerome Dickey, E. Ly n n
Harris, Terry McMillan, Toni Morrison, and many others at your library.

Also, the Minority Outreach Team will be exhibiting African art and arti-
facts in the Hartley Room on the afternoons of February 9, 10, and 11 .

I n c i d e n t a l l y, February is also National Heart Month and International
Friendship Month. The Chinese New Year begins February 12.

W h a t c h a ’ R e a d i n g ?
If you’re looking for a book or two, how about those scheduled for discus-

sion at the Library’s book Club? On February 12, the book club will discuss
Family Blessings. In this arresting novel by LaVyrle Spencer, ordinary people
come to grips with real problems. The story will likely revive memories for you
of the loss of loved ones, and ultimately give you a resolution of feelings and a
sense of peace.

Rabbit Redux will be discussed on March 19. (Book Club normally meets
on the second Tuesday of each month; note that this is a special date due to a
scheduling conflict.) The assumptions and obsessions that control our daily lives
are explored in tantalizing detail by master novelist John Updike in this wise,
w i t t y, and sexy story. Harry Angstrom — known to all as Rabbit, one of
A m e r i c a ’s most famous literary characters — finds his dreary life shattered by
the infidelity of his wife. How he resolves or further complicates his problems
makes this a memorable novel.

The book club meets at 7 p.m. Advance registration is not needed.
To learn more about the individual books selected, click on “Book Club” on

the Library’s web page; the address is w w w. l o n d o n . l i b . o h . u s. Or talk with Gary
Branson at 852-9543.

Ryu Watanabe, 3, shows a book he likes to Story Time leader Mary Anne Wood of the
London Library. The Library is currently registering youngsters for Story Time, a fun and edu-
cational weekly program for parents and young children that will run February 6 - March 14.

The Library has launched a new interactive website, YA
Web, for teens. To connect, log on to the Library’s home-
page at www.london.lib.oh.us.
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Using this questionnaire, the London Public Library will gather data from the community about its services.

Library Wants Your Opinions!
How well does the London Public Library meet your needs for leisure reading materials? Reference? Childrens’s materials?
If you responded, you’re well on your way to completing a simple one-page survey for the Library. Starting November 10, volunteers with Friends of the

Library will be around town collecting opinions from community members.  The Library will use the information it collects for planning purposes. All input is
appreciated, including comments from non-Library users.

1. How well does the Library meet your needs for

A)  Leisure reading materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

B) Reference materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

C) Children’s materials? ■ Exceeds need ■ Meets need ■ Not adequate ■ Not applicable

2. How would you rate the staff’s level of helpfulness?

■ Excellent ■ Good ■ Average ■ Poor

3. Would you like to see more materials/resources at the Library? Which Ones? (Check all that apply.)

■ Fiction ■ Non-Fiction ■ Music CDs ■ Newspapers ■ Large Print ■ Reference

■ Meeting Rooms ■ Magazines ■ Books on Tape ■ Children’s ■ Quiet Area ■ Videos

■ Programs & Special Events ■ Genealogy ■ Computers ■ Other _______________________________________________________

4. What are your top 3 reasons for coming to the Library:

1)______________________________________   2)__________________________________________   3) _____________________________________________

5. In the past year, where have you read, seen or heard information about the Library? (Check all that apply.)

■ Internet ■ Peace Pipe ■ Word of mouth ■ At the library ■ Posters ■ Television

■ Friend’s Newsletter ■ Madison Press ■ School ■ Madison Messenger ■ Other ________________________________

6. Would you like to see the Library increase in size?

■ No, current size is fine ■ Yes, at its current location             ■ Yes, at any suitable location

7. If you could make any changes at the Library, what would they be?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How often do you use the Library? ■ 0 times/year ■ 1-12 times/year ■ 13-24 times/year ■ more than 24 times/year

9. If you do NOT, or rarely, use the Library, why?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

740-852-9543

www.london.lib.oh.us

Age Group

■ Under 18

■ 18-29

■ 30-39

■ 40-49

■ 50-59

■ 60 or older

Gender

■ Male

■ Female

Annual Household
Income

■ <$10,000

■ $10,000 - $20,000

■ $20,001 - 35,000

■ $35,001 - $60,000

■ $60,001 - 75,000

■ >$75,0001

Race

■ Caucasian

■ African-American

■ Asian

■ Hispanic

■ Native American

■ Other

Do You?

■ Own Home

■ Rent

Registered Voter in
London School District?

■ Yes

■ No

FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY. Please tell us about yourself.

Thank you.
Your input is very important

to us. Please use the space at right
if you would like to make any
additional comments.
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THE MONTHLY CALENDAR
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

FEBRUARY 2002

5 6

12

19

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Board Mtg.
(CR) 7 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Kickers (L)
6:30 p.m.

Booster Club (CR)
7:00 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Key: A- Arrowhead                L- Lodge
CR - Conference Room   G - Gazebo

14

21

7

15

22

25 27 28

8 9

10 11 16

17 18 23

24 26

3 4

21

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.

Seniors (A)
12 noon

Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Garden Club (A)
7:00 p.m.

13

Peace Pipe
Deadline

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.

Aerobics (A)
6:30 p.m.
Karate (L)
6:00 p.m.

Aerobics (A)
9:00 a.m.

Charity Bingo (L)
5:00 p.m.

WALLS & BENNETT REALTY
1-800-640-2189

WALLS &
BENNETT

REALTY, INC.

DEBI GLENN
CHOCTAW LAKE SPECIALIST
CHOCTAW LAKE RESIDENT

Debi’s Awards and Accomplishments include:
• Columbus Board of Realtors $10 Million Club
• Ohio Association of Realtors President’s Sales Club Award 1992-2001
• Co-founder and Past President of Madison County Area Realtor’s Association
• Past President of American Business Women’s Association — Columbus, Ohio
• Women’s Council of Realtors
• Choctaw Lake’s Top Salesperson

“Proven Performance… Not Promises”

To reach PAGER HOME E-MAIL

Debi, call…. 614-332-3130 740-852-0924 debiglenn@dragonbbs.com

Play Group (A)
10:00 a.m.
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NOTICE: RATES FOR
THE PEACE PIPE
Business Card $20.00
1/4 page $40.00
1/2 page $80.00
Full page $200.00
Inserts $150.00
ALLADS MUST BE PAID FOR

IN ADVANCE AND SUBMITTED
TO THE CHOCTAW OFFICE

The Peace Pipe goes to every property owner
at Choctaw Lake. That is 100% coverage.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
12 Word (or less) minimum charge $3.00

10 cents each additional word.

Ads accepted until Peace Pipe
published deadline.

R N S M I T H
1-740-852-1043

3161 Old Columbus Road, London, Ohio 43140

R.N. SMITH,
BROKER

AUCTIONEER

JANIE COX
Realtor/Manager

740-852-1511

KENT SMITH
Lic. Appraiser/Realtor

800-811-8256

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS REPRESENTING YOU!

CLASSIFIEDS

AL WILDERMAN
Realtor

740-852-2509

GEOFF SMITH
Auctioner/Realtor

740-852-0935

DON MILLER
Realtor

740-852-4416

FOR SALE
BOAT LIFT

97 Hewitt Aluminum, 3000# capacity
22 x 10 Beige Canopy &

Centering Guides
Retails for $3,600 - Asking $2,000 OBO

614-878-0255

Peace Pipe Deadlines

ISSUE

MARCH
APRIL

ADS AND
ARTICLES DUE

FEBRUARY 18
MARCH 18 

ALLDATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

All articles not otherwise indicated to be
authored by an individual, should be understood to
have been published by the Board of Trustees.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for quality of print -
ing other than remuneration from Central Ohio
Printing.

Choctaw Lake is not liable for non-insertion of
ads beyond the amount paid for the advertisement.

The Peace Pipe is printed by Central Ohio
Printing Corp. (The Madison Press), London, OH.

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are by
Fran Datz, fdGraphics, 7510 Van Wagener Road,
London, OH 43140, 740-852-5753, fbdatz@qn.net.

Call 740-852-2593 to arrange for
your Peace Pipe ad for March.

Thank you, advertisers, for
advertising in The Peace Pipe.

Next Issue Deadline
is February 18.

CLUB PRESIDENTS
Booster ......................................................................Sandi Couch (845-1499)
Seniors .........................................................................Jesse Hess (852-0694)
Garden.............................................................Patsy Chamberlain (852-2904)
Mindful Mothers....................................................Mary Atchison (852-5430)
Bible Study...............................................................Vesta Erdahl  (852-5849)
Tennis .........................................................................Sue Hackett (852-0437)
Country Kickers .........................................................Sandy Lang (852-0058)
Ski Club....................................................................Brian Killian (852-3783)

INFORMATION
REGARDING

YOUR WATER
FLORIDE 1.25 m/l

SODIUM .25 m/l

HARDNESS 370  m/l  28-30 grains

All the above are naturally occur-
ring and nothing is added.

James Moran,
Utility Superintendent

PIANO INSTRUCTION
MUSIC MASTERS

Choctaw Lake

Piano lessons incorporating Music T h e o r y
for all ages. Beginners to A d v a n c e d .
6 week evaluation for pre-schoolers.
Join the growing number of adults.

Jodine M. Long
8 5 2 - 0 8 2 7To place your classified ad, call 852-2593.



2001 Committees

Board Committees
Beautification .............................................Emalena McCracken, Andy Mauck
Lake, Drainage & Roads ..............................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake
Public Relations & Publications.........Terry LaPrise, Brad Couch, Bob Cordes
Recreation .................................................................... Jim Shade, Steve Blake
House/Office.................................................Brian Throckmorton, Steve Blake
Land/Facility Use .................Terry LaPrise, Brian Throckmorton, Brad Couch

Standing Commitees
Audit..............................................................................................Gary Swisher
Nominating....................................................................................Dan Atchison
Ballot Counting .........................................................................Chantal Weldon

Choctaw Lake Office
2875 Oneida Drive, London, Ohio 43140

740-852-2593 • FAX: 740-852-2444
E-mail: clpoa@qn.net  •  Web Site: www.lakechoctaw.com

John Cimino.............................................................................................................Lake Manager

John Rafferty .............................................................................................................Patrol Leader

Carla Dye...............................................................................................................Office Manager

Debbie Cimino .................................................................................................Part-time Secretary

Jerry Downing.............................................................................................Maintenance Manager

James Moran ...............................................................................................Utility Superintendent

*** OFFICE HOURS ***
Monday ................................................................................................12:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday...............................................12:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Westside Guard House   740-852-2976

The Peace Pipe
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association
2875 Oneida Drive
London, OH 43140

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees
2001-2002

Jim Zawodny (2002) President 852-5900

Bill Laney (2004) Vice President 852-0634

Terry LaPrise (2003) Secretary 852-8892

Brian Throckmorton (2002) Treasurer 852-5871

James Shade (2003) 852-2783

Steve Blake (2003) 852-0209

Andy Mauck (2004) 852-3133

Brad Couch (2004) 845-1499

Emalena McCracken (2002) 852-1095

———————————————
Choctaw Utilities Company Board

Steve Blake President 852-0209

Jerry Alcott Secretary/Treasurer 852-1906

Matt Dillon 852-2996

Bill Laney 852-0634

Ernie Sparks 852-1949
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