
CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting – January 8, 2008 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Substantive Motions Approved in this Meeting –  

Motion 08-001:  Connie Feliks made a motion to accept the 2008 budget as proposed.  Keely 
Carabin seconded the motion.  Motion passed.   

Call to Order: 
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at 7:00p.m. in the CLPOA conference room.  A roll call 
was taken as follows: 
Shannon Hastings: present, Keely Carabin: present, Connie Feliks: present, Steve Grapp: 
present, Bill Laney: excused, Joe Wiese: present, Ruth Sowers: present, Bob McKinley: present, 
Tom Boyd: excused.  

Mike Hexamer (CLPOA Lake Manager), Carla Dye (Office Manager), Chuck Plantz (Building 
Inspector), Greg Davis, George Alexander and Craig Smith were also present.   

Property Owner’s Time:   
Renae Zabloudil was present to address the Board.  She has taken over the collection business 
formerly performed by Shirley Hansgen, who is in the process of retiring.  She updated the 
Board on recent activity and the status of open accounts.   

Jim Price (lot 1060) was present to talk about the Friends of Madison County Parks & Trails 
(FMCPT), a non-profit corporation organized to support the Madison County Community Park 
District and the trails and parks of the City of London.  Wayne Roberts (lot 434) updated the 
Board on recent achievements and future plans.  A multi-purpose trail is being proposed to 
connect the Choctaw Lake area with the backbone Ohio to Erie Trail in London.  Mike Michaels 
(lot 649) added that the Ohio to Erie Trail is included in the Underground Railroad route, which 
stretches from Mobile, AL to Ontario, Canada.  FMCPT is looking for supporting organizations 
prior to seeking grants and right of ways.  They are asking for CLPOA support for the connecting 
trail.  This will be discussed under new business.   

Matthew White (South Vienna, OH) from Madison County Ducks Unlimited was present to ask 
the Board for a reduced lodge rate for their annual banquet.  This will be discussed under new 
business.   

Bob Van Houten (lot 376) was present with a petition signed by 154 property owners opposing 
water meters without a vote of the property owners.  Everyone signing the petition is requesting 
a meeting with an open discussion on why water meters should be approved.  The 2005 
estimated cost to install water meters was $239,000 along with an annual cost of $23,000 for an 



additional employee, mileage and postage.  He asked why property owner approval for major 
capital expenditures by the Utility Company was not required.  The petition signers are disputing 
the need for water meters.  He provided information showing that water usage has declined over 
the past three years.  The signers recommend enforcing a new written water sprinkling policy to 
conserve water during peak usage.  He asked about 2006 & 2008 rate increases and whether they 
are for the purpose of installing water meters.  He cited minutes from the Water Board meetings.  
He was informed that the CLPOA Board is looking into the correct legal way to deal with this. 
Addendum: On the subject of filling swimming pools we recommend a change in the pool permit 
process that the homeowner be required to provide a receipt for water trucked in to fill the pool. 
Pools have always been part of the landscape of Lake Choctaw and many more have been added 
but the facts are in the past three years CLPOA water usage went down with both the addition of 
new pools and new homes.   

Eugene Brundige (lot 591) was present to also discuss the Water Board’s corporate structure and 
legal authority.  He suggested that the CLPOA Board be more assertive and tell the Water Board 
they cannot install water meters without involving the property owners.   

Keely Carabin reminded the Board and those present of the informational meeting on January 9 
regarding the proposed mega-dairy farm.  She gave a brief background on the Vreba-Hoff 
Company and the environmental costs and impacts for a farm of this size.  There could be 5,000 
head of cattle 1.15 miles north of the lake.  This company has also purchased surrounding land, 
which most likely will be used to dispose of excess manure.  There may be potential threats to 
the Teays Valley aquifer, which is where the Choctaw wellheads draw its water supply.  An 
estimated 360,000 tons of manure will be produced each day, which is more than the city of 
Springfield, and dumped on surrounding lands.  The company is now on the second round of 
permitting with the Ohio Department of Agriculture.   

Minutes:  Steve Grapp made a motion to accept the November minutes.  Seconded by Ruth 
Sowers.  The Board approved the minutes.   

Patrol Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
Dan Summers was unable to attend the meeting.  Mike asked that the report be accepted as 
submitted.   

Maintenance Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer)   
Mike asked that the maintenance report be accepted as submitted.   

Office Report:  
(Presented by Carla Dye) 
The $150,000 road loan from the utility company has been paid off.  There is about $18,000 in 
outstanding road assessments.  Discussed contributed capital worksheet.   



The Booster Club will no longer sponsor rental of the Arrowhead for aerobics classes.  This will 
be discussed under new business. 

Carla asked the Board to consider reducing the monthly interest rate from 3% to 2% on unpaid 
balances to prevent the fee from being greater than the amount being paid and thereby not 
reducing the debt.  The 3% per month rate is in the Constitution and is not at the discretion of the 
Office Manager.  The Board discussed the fairness of this rate and the current policy.  Carla 
explained that with liens, the office is preparing the release and the property owner is to have it 
filed.  In a few cases, it is not being filed and the office has to prepare it multiple times.  This is 
incurring additional expenses.  The House and Office Committee will look into these issues.   

Treasurer’s Report: 
(Presented by Connie Feliks)   
Income is at 100% of budget and expenses are at 83% of budget at this point in time.  The 
balance sheet shows the road loan paid off and cash in the dam account.  It also shows that the 
assessment of the roads is catching up with the expenditures.  The Board discussed recent 
changes to the law with respect to bankruptcy write offs.   

Manager’s Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
Planned dam repairs and the start of bids were discussed.  A vinyl shed was discovered and the 
property owner claimed that it was installed before the 2004 rule.  He needs to bring the receipt 
to the office.   

The patrol boathouse is nearly complete and only a few expenses remain.  Because of the 
generous donation of time and labor, the total cost is about $7,000.   

Tim Bethard realtor for buyer (lots 808 & 809) wants to split the two lots the other direction so 
he would gain a backyard on the lot the house sits on.  Doing this would result in one at the 
corner of Quapaw & W. Choctaw and the other on Quapaw.  Now they are both are on W. 
Choctaw.  Fence & sewer issues were discussed.  Surrounding property owners need to be 
informed and made aware to prevent possible concerns.  The Board requested that he submit a 
proposed plot plan.   

3D Enterprises worked on the office computer system and recommended buying a networking 
server and using the water company computer to perform backups.  The estimated cost is $2400.  
The Board told Mike to proceed with the project.   

Mike found a used auger attachment for the skid steer.  It would be used to drill post holes.  He 
now has to rent and transport one from Columbus.   

A stop work order was issued for a seawall project having no plans or permits.  Mike to notify 



them of the policy and ask them to submit plans.   

Committees: 
• Beautification – Joe Wiese suggested having the Choctaw sign renovated.  He is leaving a list 

of projects for the next committee chair.   
• Lake Drainage and Roads – nothing to report.   
• Publications and Public Relations – Steve Grapp reminded the Board that the informational 

meeting concerning the proposed mega dairy farm is being held tomorrow.   
• Recreation – the first annual Polar Bear Club event was held on January 1.  Board members 

Bob McKinley and Joe Wiese participated.  In total there were eight participants.  The air 
temperature was 29 degrees and the water temperature was 35.7 degrees.  Chief Todd Eades 
of London City Fire Department  & Chief Jay Skaggs of London EMS were present to 
monitor participants.  An article has been prepared for The Peace Pipe.   

• House and Office – The Board needs to finalize the employee handbook.   
• Land/Facility Use – nothing to report. 
• Choctaw Utilities – The Water Board meeting is moved to January 14 due to the OSU 

championship game.   
• Sewer – The Sewer Board meeting was held on December 4.  There is nothing new to report. 
• Long-range Planning – nothing to report.   
• Security – nothing to report.   

Old Business:   
Playground equipment near the dam may have to be moved along with the recycle containers 
since they are now in the emergency spillway area.   

Proposed changes to the building code were discussed.  The Building Committee is looking for 
guidance from the Board on individual items before preparing a draft for approval.  Above 
ground pools were discussed with some members against them and others had no objection to 
them.   

The Long Range Planning Committee wants to propose a long-term maintenance road 
assessment so that cash will be on-hand to perform repaving and road repairs.  A proposal will be 
brought to the Board for review.   

New Business: 
Arrowhead rental for aerobics was discussed.  The Board decided to leave the rate the same.   

The Board decided to support FMCPT in their efforts for a multi-purpose trail from the Choctaw 
Lake area to the Ohio to Erie Trail in London.  Shannon will prepare a letter confirming the 
support.   

The Board discussed Ducks Unlimited request for a rental reduction on the Lodge.  The Board 



decided not to allow a reduction since it is not being done for other charitable groups.   

The policy and execution of shutting off water was discussed.  The relationship between the two 
boards was discussed.  Bob Van Houten stated that he is interested in being on the Water Board 
when a vacancy exists.  The need for water meters was discussed in light of the fact that water 
usage has decreased over the last four years.  The approval policy for major expenditures was 
also discussed.  Their current policy will be reviewed.   

The 2008 budget was reviewed along with changes since the Saturday budget meeting.  Shannon 
Hastings made a motion to accept the 2008 budget as proposed.  Keely Carabin seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed.  See Motion 008-001. 

Connie Feliks make a motion to enter executive session to discuss employee matters.  Bob 
McKinley seconded the motion.  The Board entered executive at 10:38 p.m.  The Board returned 
from executive session at 11:15 p.m.  Robert McKinley made a motion to adjourn.  Keely 
Carabin seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 11:15 p.m. 

Minutes recorded by Craig Smith.  


