
CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting – April 12, 2011 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Substantive Motions Approved in this Meeting –  

Motion 11-007:  Gene Brundige moved to accept the proposal from The Madison Press to 
prepare, print and distribute The Peace Pipe.  Tom Boyd seconded the motion.  Vote was taken.  
Motion passed.   

Call to Order: 
The Board of Trustees meeting convened at 7:00p.m. in the CLPOA conference room.  A roll call 
was taken as follows: 
Shannon Hastings: present, Tom Boyd: present, Dar Jones: present, Ruth Sowers: present, Bill 
Laney: excused, Gene Brundige: present, John Foote, Sr.: excused, Rick Ballard: present, Dan 
Blazer: present.  

Mike Hexamer (CLPOA Lake Manager) and Craig Smith were also present.   

Property Owner’s Time:   
Jim Jones (lot 1038), Brian Killian (lot 710), Howard Maynard (lot 803) and Debby & Jay 
Winesburg (lot 235) were present to follow-up on the Ski Club’s request at the March meeting to 
reinstate a test for property owners concerning watercraft rules.  Jim Jones served as the 
spokesperson for the group.  Jim suggested that the test be available in multiple places (i.e. 
printed in The Peace Pipe, posted on the website, copies in the office, etc.).  One property owner 
would take the test annually and the office would keep it on file.  The test would be self-graded 
to enhance learning.  The lake office would need to police completion of the test when handing 
out boat stickers.  Jim also recommended posting a sign at the boat launch containing key lake 
rules, similar to an existing sign with fishing rules.  To be discussed in old business. 

Bob McKinley (lot 679) was present to observe the meeting and provide the Choctaw Utilities 
update in John Foote’s absence.   

Brian Killian (lot 710) was present to discuss his plans to remodel the roof of his boathouse.  He 
is using the existing pitch to complete the roof by installing a gable and removing the existing 
sundeck and stairs.  The finished height would exceed the maximum allowed height by 5 inches.  
He is asking for a variance.  Three of his neighbors have responded favorably to the variance 
request, nine were notified.  To be discussed in new business.   

Mr. Virgil Green was present to address the Board with a presentation.  Mr. Green’s materials 
were given to Mike for review as the Board does not entertain solicitations. 

Minutes:   



Dan Blazer requested that the minutes be corrected to identify Jim Jones as the spokesperson for 
the group present to discuss boater safety knowledge.  Dan Blazer made a motion to approve the 
amended minutes.  Ruth Sowers seconded.  The Board approved the amended minutes.   

Patrol Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
The Patrol report was accepted as submitted.  Mike reported that one of the full time officers has 
taken a position at the Sheriff’s office and will continue as a part-time lake officer.  Mike will be 
searching for a full-time replacement.  Chief Summers has hired two part-time employees for the 
boat patrol.   

Maintenance Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer)   
The Maintenance report was accepted as submitted.   

Office Report:  
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
The Office report was accepted as submitted.   

Treasurer’s Report 
(Presented by Ruth Sowers)   
The Treasurer’s report was accepted as submitted.  Ruth presented a visual of the aging accounts 
which better shows trends.  Ruth reported that the names on the current list are nearly the same 
as those from last year.  She also said that the interest rate is so high that it is nearly impossible to 
get ahead and pay down the principle.  Mike reported there were 70 property owners not paying 
anything for the first quarter.  This is affecting cash flow and monies for the roads and dam.  To 
be discussed in new business.   

Manager’s Report: 
(Presented by Mike Hexamer) 
The Activity report was accepted as submitted.   

The new maintenance building has passed the review committee and the permit should be issued 
within a few days.   

Mike said that Chad Brown asked him about helping Chad’s business for a short-term period.  
The Board discussed possible conflict of interest issues.  Rick Ballard will make decisions on 
any items requiring bids for electrical projects.  Mike was asked to write a letter to the president 
stating his short-term assistance for Chad Brown to avoid any issues with conflict of interest.   

Mike distributed an example of an awning that a property owner would like to erect on the 
shoreline.  The current rules do not address these items.  The building committee would like to 
have the Board’s input.  The Board directed Mike to tell the property owner there are no current 



rules prohibiting this type of awning.   

Committees: 
• Beautification – nothing to report.   
• Lake Drainage and Roads – nothing to report.   
• Publications and Public Relations – Shannon Hastings reported that a proposal was received 

from The Madison Press and reviewed by the committee.  The Madison Press will also 
package and deliver The Peace Pipe.  The committee recommends going with this option.  
Gene Brundige moved to accept the proposal from The Madison Press to prepare, print and 
distribute The Peace Pipe.  Tom Boyd seconded the motion.  Vote was taken.  Motion passed 
(Motion 11-007).  Mike suggested and the Board agreed to run a thank you to Fran for the 
work she has done on The Peace Pipe over the years.   

• Recreation – nothing to report.   
• House and Office – Rick Ballard discussed decisions regarding capital versus expense with 

respect to projects.  Rick agreed to develop a policy with assistance from his wife Sandra.   
• Land/Facility Use – nothing to report.   
• Long-range Planning – nothing to report.   
• Security – nothing to report.   
• Personnel – Gene reported that Mike and Dan have done a good job providing the committee 

with pre-hire packets.     
• Choctaw Utilities – Bob McKinley reported on the recent Water Board meeting.  Ken 

Ferguson was elected President and Ernie Sparks was elected Treasurer.  Credit card charges 
for payments are cutting into the budget.  The small tower is scheduled for maintenance at a 
cost of $55,000.  The large tower is to be done next spring and estimated to be around 
$100,000.  An engineering study is being performed to verify one of the testing methods for 
phosphate levels used by the water company.  The study results will be submitted to the EPA 
for approval.  Jim Moran plans to place signs and fencing to discourage trespassing at the 
water plant property.  Jim also plans to have the grounds cleaned up.   

• Sewer – the next meeting will be held in May.   

Old Business:   
The Board discussed the watercraft test proposal and how the test could be administered.  Pros 
and cons of how the staff and property owners would participate were addressed.  Other ways to 
educate the residents were explored.  Currently, residents are asked to read a copy of the rules 
and sign it prior to receiving boat stickers.  The Board agreed to continue this procedure.  A sign 
will be posted at the boat ramp highlighting the important watercraft rules.  Laminated copies of 
these rules will be available and handed out by the boat patrol to anyone disobeying the rules 
when they are pulled over.  The Board discussed making significant increases to the existing 
fines for watercraft violations as a deterrent for not obeying the rules.  Mike agreed to research 
what comparable lakes use for fine amounts.  Mike reminded the Board that any changes to our 
rules & regulations need to be filed at the courthouse.   



Telecommunication at Board meetings needs to be researched and reviewed for compliance to 
the procedures and stipulations of Roberts Rules and Regulations.  Ruth reported that Board 
members need to be present according to our constitution.  The House and Office committee will 
look into this.   

New Business: 
The Board discussed Brian Killian’s variance request.  No action taken.   

Aging accounts was discussed.  The Board decided to create a subcommittee to research 
available collection options.  Shannon will look into the current interest rate structure and what 
would be needed to make changes.   

Ruth Sowers made a motion to adjourn.  Rick Ballard seconded.  Motion passed.  The meeting 
adjourned at 9:33 pm.   

Minutes recorded by Craig Smith.


