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CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting - July 11, 2017 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Substantive Motions in this Meeting: 

Motion 17-058: Brian Welch moved to accept Ken Petry’s correction to the minutes “Provided CU apnproves” 

in Old Business, end of 3rd paragraph and the grammatical corrections. Scott Kutzley seconded. Motion passed 

8-0. 

Motion 17-059: Brian Welch moved that no above-ground electrified fence of any size is permitted at Choctaw 

Lake, and no above-ground electrified fence shall be treated as permitted pursuant to the Building code 

Grandfather Clause. Ken Petry seconded. Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion 17-060: Ken Petry moved to remove the wording from the Constitution -- as it relates to payment of 

building permits and stop work orders -- and add it to the Rules & Regulations. Scott Kutzley seconded. Motion 

passed 8-0. 

Motion 17-061: Lynn Forster moved to accept the recommendation of the Investment Committee as submitted. 

Sener Calis second. Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion 17-062: Suprena Lohrer moved to salvage the Jeep Cherokee. Ken Petry seconded. Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion 17-063: Suprena Lohrer moved to sell or salvage the Impala sedan. Ken Petry seconded. Motion passed 

8-0.  

Motion 17-064: Ken Petry moved that all food vendors who come to organized community activities, must be 

required to obtain a permit from the office for $25 and must provide proof of all required documents (Health 

Dept. & Liability Ins). Sener Calis seconded. Motion passed 8-0. 

Motion 17-064A: Brian amended all food vendors who come to organized community activities, at the 

invitation of the Committee Chairperson, must be required to obtain a permit from the office for $25 and must 

provide proof of all required documents (Health Dept. & Liability Ins). Barb Niemeyer seconded. Motion 

passed 8-0. 

Rescind Motion 17-064R: Suprena Lohrer rescinds motion – all food vendors who come to organized 

community activities, at the invitation of the Committee Chairperson, must be required to obtain a permit from 

the office for $25 and must provide proof of all required documents (Health Dept. & Liability Ins). Scott 

Kutzley seconded.  Motion to rescind passed, 5 voted for the motion and 3 against. 
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Call to Order: The Board of Trustees meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the CLPOA conference room. 

Roll Call: President Barb Niemeyer - present; Vice President Brian Welch - present; Treasurer Suprena Lohrer 

– present; David Wheatley - present; Ken Petry – present; Sener Calis – present; Scott Kutzley – present; 

Vincent Cyran - present via Telecom. 

Property owners in attendance: Sam Thomas Interim Lake Manager, Jeff Niemeyer, Bill Laney, Dick Hanna, 

Whitley Koon, Joann Welch, Lauren Thomas, Dan Blazer, Keely Carabin, Rich Helm, Tim & Melinda 

Newsome, Ron Roach, Troy Greenwalt, Dawn Pozderac, Daren Blum, Jeff Pitt, Steven Walton, Doug Orange, 

Forrest Lohner, Ryan Peters.  

Property Owners Time: 

Jeff Niemeyer (Lot #735) – was present to voice his concern regarding Ken Petry’s posting of the list of 

businesses located at the Lake. This was provided to BOT by Greenwalt Firearms and was not verified before 

posting. Jeff stated that many people use their home addresses as their home office even though they do not own 

the business they work for and therefore should not have been on the list.    

Jeff asked for clarification on the savings if Choctaw Utilities reorganizes as non-profit. He stated he has seen 

several different numbers. He asked what dividends were paid to CLPOA in the last 32 years. Suprena Lohrer 

reported that research shows there is no evidence that dividends were paid. Jeff would like for someone to 

investigate the capital gains tax that might occur because of the conversion. Suprena stated that CUI and the 

CLPOA accountants are tasked with gathering all this information. 

Bill Laney (Lot #716) – was present to applaud the quick response to the rain and high-water issues experienced 

today. Bill also stated that he hopes that all are doing their due diligence in evaluating the options and proposed 

that it would be a good idea to have a meeting with the property owners to review the options. Scott Kutzley 

reported that there will be an open public meeting with the property owners Monday, July 17th. Scott has been 

researching all old meeting minutes and whatever documentation he can find to shed some light on the financial 

responsibilities when CLPOA purchased CU from the previous owners. Bill’s opinion is that during his time on 

the board, he had never seen anything paid back. There are lawyers on both sides considering the financial and 

tax implications.  

Loren Thomas (Lot #575) – was present to discuss the financial items such as ROI from Tax, ROI from Cash, 

and ROI for Book. Loren reported on her background as a CPA and teaches corporate finance and mergers and 

acquisitions. She wanted to understand the pros/cons, the savings going with non-profit. She voiced a concern 

about losing control of our asset, and if it could be sold without the property owners having a say. She wanted 

to know what the retained earnings are and can CLPOA still own the non-profit? Could CU be sold to the 

county, for example?  Are there any back-door deals? Scott Kutzley reported that it is not the intent of CU to 

take away control away from CLPOA. It is expected to have it set up so control is like it is right now. 

Dan Blazer (Lot #350) – was present to thank the board for saving the eagles.  Pictures of our baby eagles were 

distributed. By postponing the dredging until the fall, the baby eagles could grow to adults without impact to 

their environment. Dan shared pictures of Old Columbus Rd after the rain last night, showing the water running 

over the roadway. Dan also shared pictures of the beautiful sunrise/sunsets that we all have experienced. Dan 

expressed concern about losing control of CU and believes this should be one of the top items in anything that 

affects the relationship between CU and CLPOA. Dan’s opinion is that the board should research, inform and 

recommend and the PO should make the decision. 

Rich Helm Lot #724 – was present to provide his opinions. Rich’s background is a Corporate Finance Attorney, 

but not an attorney for either board. Rich wanted all to know that John Albers, Attorney, is very well recognized 

by OWDA in non-profit conversions, and financial aspects. Rich clarified that CUI owns the water plant, 
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CLPOA owns CUI. The shareholder (CLPOA) has the right to knock out the board, but CUI board has the 

authority to run the water plant. It cannot be just in an advisory role, it must make those decisions by itself. 

There is no sale of the water plant. CUI owns the water plant, regardless of its status. Non-profits can be 

structured to preserve whatever structure we want. Scott Kutzley reported that the EPA loan does not change 

regardless of the status (non-profit/profit) and CUI must move forward with acquiring the loan. 

Rich stated that many entities have policies of how to go to executive session. He suggested that BOT adopt 

bylaws for going into executive session and will take this up with the Constitution Committee.  

According to Rich, the provision of sale of assets as referenced by article XIB in the Constitution applies to 

assets that are community held. CUI owns the water plant and it is not for individual usage, therefore this does 

not apply. 

Keely Carabin (Lot #30) – was present to ask that BOT provide answers to 12 questions she presented. Some of 

them are related to the water plant. Keely read them to the group. Scott Kuztley is responsible for providing the 

answers. Keely also asked for a copy of the attorney’s statement that was read at the property owners meeting in 

April, when a constitutional amendment was raised. Barb Niemeyer reported that she would have to ask the 

attorney if it can be distributed to the property owners. 

Daren & Rhonda Blume (Lot #641) – were present to request a variance for an oversize shed, 12x24ft. Sam 

Thomas reported that there is no limitation on the size of a shed, only installation requirements. Chuck Plantz 

and Sam Thomas will get with Daren to provide the requirements for its installation. 

The Blumes also experienced a grinder failure during the heavy rains, causing a backup into their basement. 

They just had the pump replaced 2 weeks ago. Daren couldn’t get a hold of the county because the phone lines 

were down, and he couldn’t stop the flow into their basement. A flat valve would have prevented this, but the 

county does not install these, even on new builds. The county is providing them with a shut off value to prevent 

this from happening again. The Blumes wanted to know if the county could be held liable. Brian Welch, 

CLPOA’s liaison on the county sewer board will discuss with them. Brian suggested that the Blumes attend the 

sewer board meeting which meets every quarter. 1st Monday in August is the next meeting. 

Tim Newsome (Lot #316&317) – was present to request permission to park near the Arrowhead anytime at 

night, weekends, evenings to serve ice cream. This is a new business for the Newsomes. Tabled to New 

Business. 

Alex Cwiekato (Lot #938) – Alex Cwiekato’s email was presented in which he asked about the goose round up. 

Lynn Forster will give him a call.  

Alex voiced concerned about the roads, that they are in terrible shape, and getting around walking is a 

continuous challenge of dodging cars and potholes. Sam Thomas and the Road Committee will get with Alex to 

inspect the areas of concern. 

Forrest Lohner (Lot #71) – was present to discuss the development of a Frisbee golf park. There is some space 

around the baseball and tennis courts that could be used. Ken Petry, Recreation Committee asked Forrest to 

provide a design and recommendations for materials needed so the Committee and Sam Thomas can evaluate 

how to build it. 

Ryan Peters (Lot #369) – was present to inform the board that he spoke to a business evaluation expert in 

Springfield who informed him that counties are pushing back on non-profit because of loss of taxes. Scott 

Kutzley said CUI is following the rules in the Ohio Revised code regarding non-profits which allows for non-

profits to operate as long as they are strictly for the distribution of water. 
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Minutes: Suprena Lohrer voiced concern about the length of the minutes and if all can be published in the 

Peace Pipe. If they are too long, a work-around might be to include the motions in the Peace Pipe with a link to 

the content on the Choctaw Lake Web Site. Ken Petry suggested wording change to the end the 3rd paragraph in 

Old Business. A motion was made and approved (Motion 17-058). Suprena volunteered to make the 

grammatical changes and get the minutes on the blog.  

 

Patrol Report: The Patrol report submitted by Chief Bell. 

 

Property Manager/Maintenance Report: Sam Thomas submitted an Exit letter with recommendations on 

what needs to be done in the future. Equipment replacement list with vendor’s estimates submitted in the 

packet. Sam acquired estimates for removal of three trees identified as dangerous and estimates for fertilization 

of parks and entrances. The goal is to get back to grass instead of weeds, which makes it easier to maintain. Sam 

Thomas thanked all those who helped today in the recovery of boats, docks, and anything else that floated away 

during the flooding. He showed Mike Casimir, the new lake manager, around today in, what was expected to be 

a couple hour visit, but turned out to be six hours. There will be a couple week overlap. The board thanked Sam 

for stepping into the interim manager position.  

 

Office Report: The Office report was submitted by Carla Dye. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Suprena Lohrer reported that the Lake Water Quality committee paid back 

everything they borrowed from lot sales. The storage building is starting to be paid back, with 11 ½ years to pay 

off. Income shows the lot sales and Expenses are at 33% with a 3rd of the year gone. We had some unexpected 

legal fees and unplanned expenses. Maintenance on buildings is $65,400, boats $69,200, patrol car $69,300. 

Need to watch these line items. Collections brought in $35,000. P&L was discussed. Pop expenses include cases 

of water and Gatorade for the Patrol to keep in the car, on the patrol boat, and in the guard shacks. Dock repairs 

are at 94% for the year and, after Tuesday’s rainfall and flooding, this is a concern. Sam reported about the 

constant erosion to the beach area, suggesting that we need a long-term plan on how to fix/prevent it. Donation 

income is up $6,000. Promotions: Fireworks, Bands/Summer Concerts, Community Days looks way over, 

because there was a planned increase in April.  

 

Committees: 

 Constitution, Rules & Regulations - Chairperson Brian Welch reported that the building code was 

approved without the grandfather clause. The committee will re-visit the grandfather clause specific to the 

building code only. Discussion followed. Sam Thomas and Chuck Plantz will make wording 

recommendations to Brian Welch, Constitution, Rules & Regulations Committee Chair.  

Brian Welch discussed the issue with electrified fences.  Dangerous to small animals and children. 

Discussion followed.  A motion was made and approved (Motion 17-059). 

Brian Welch reported that he received a call from a property owner who complained about spending monies 

on promotional activities like bands that is bringing people from outside the community to these events. The 

property owner didn’t believe that we should be promoting these activities outside the lake. Brian Welch 

tried to address the property owners concerns and recommended a ruling that the board reviewed and 

discussed. Lynn Forster reported on the activity in August, where farmers and community members are 

invited. Discussion followed. The committee recommends letting the rule die. No Motion.  

Sam Thomas discussed the current privacy fence rules. He recommended that the 250ft circumference rule 

be changed to the read 5 adjacent properties. Ken Petry reported that the first rule on fences is “no solid 
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fences.” The second rule is “no fence higher than 48 in.” If you look around the lake, there are a significant 

number of fences that are in violation of these two rules. Sam Thomas says we need to have clear 

clarification and backing of the board. Chuck Plantz reported that property owners with pools needed fences 

for insurance purposes that go against the privacy fence rules. Sending the ruling back to Constitution, Rules 

& Regulations to re-write the privacy fence section.  

Ken Petry submitted Christine’s idea to allow property owners to request and receive guest passes via the 

Choctaw Lake Website. This will give property owners flexibility in acquiring guest passes quickly. 

Discussion followed. All agreed to have Christine move forward with implementing the guest pass process 

on the protected side of the Choctaw Lake Website. 

Brian Welch proposed that the wording in the Constitution that applies to payment of building permits and 

stop work orders should not be in the Constitution, but in Rules & Regulations. A motion was made and 

approved (Motion 17-060). 

 Investment: Chairperson Lynn Forster provided, last month, a revised Investment policy and asked if there 

were any questions from the board. The people involved in developing the policy were Lynn Forster, 

Suprena Lohrer, Rich Helm, Andrew Beckman and Travis Fling (Consultant, Merrill Lynch). New policy, 

rather than focus on risk, will focus on the timing of capital expenditures and matching investment maturity 

with the timing of those expenditures. The committee can review and re-balance if necessary, once a 

quarter. Discussion followed. A motion was made and approved (Motion 17-061). 

 Lake Drainage, Roads & Dam: Chairperson Ken Petry submitted a report. Ken gave the board an update 

on the drainage problem on Suqulak. The drainage is in bad shape. The drain is 2-3in above ground level 

and may be blocked. Upon inspection, not much water was coming out of the drain. Discussion followed. 

The quote to repair is around $12,000. The committee is working with the property owners to see if there is 

another resolution, or minimize the expense. 

Ken Petry asked Dick Hanna to take over the responsibility of getting the paving estimates. Dick is waiting 

on costs estimates to come in. 

Street & Stop signs are the responsibilities of Chief Bell to acquire prices. Chief Bell was not in attendance 

today and is expected to get back to the board on the costs. 

Sam Thomas reported on a new issue with the drainage pipe on Itawamba. The significant rainfall forced the 

pipe upward and needs to be addressed immediately. Brian contacted the company that did the original work 

today and sent them the pictures. Brian to follow-up. 

 Lake Water Quality: Chairperson Lynn Forster said the committee needs to get something into the Peace 

Pipe. The significant rainfall we received turned over the lake water. Barb Niemeyer reported on the good 

news that the committee paid back all the monies that were borrowed. When the dredging starts, a computer 

measurement will report on the silt build up since last year.  

Sener Calis reported that he only saw 6 geese on the lake after the geese round-up was completed. Sam 

Thomas responded that they rounded up 58 geese. The activity only spent $2800, out of the budgeted $3000 

to $5000 allotted. Discussion followed.  

 Land/Facility & Long Range Planning: Treasurer Suprena Lohrer met with Sam to review the top issues 

with equipment. Suprena recommended selling or getting rid of the dump truck, the Dodge Ram, the black 

sedan Impala, and the Jeep Cherokee and consider purchasing two trucks that can be used as snow plows in 

the winter, providing for all year long usage. We need a patrol car, three mowers and, later down the line, a 

small truck/ATV.  Sam Thomas reported that the benefit of the small truck/ATV is that it does not have to 

be insured or licensed and is very versatile when running around the lake or moving small equipment from 



6 
 

place to place. Discussion followed. The Jeep Cherokee is only good for scrap. Once salvaged, it can be 

removed from the insurance policy. A motion was made and approved (Motion 17-062). 

Dave Wheatley made a recommendation to try to get all equipment inside.  By using some power racks and 

rails, we should be able to do that. Discussion followed. Dave has expressed a desire to work on the 

equipment issues as part of a long range planning committee.  

Several discussions followed regarding the patrol car, the Impala sedan, the barge used for our dredging and 

the barge being used by the company doing work on the lake.  Sam will talk to the company about taking 

the barge out if it is not in use. The Impala is of no use to the lake. A motion was made and passed (Motion 

17-063). The tractor needs a clutch and cannot be used. Cost estimates to repair are $500-$1800. Suprena 

Lohrer recommended that we not spend the money at this time, because the money is needed to keep the 

mowers operational until they can be replaced.  

 Patrol & Security: Chairperson Ken Petry reported the error on pay was resolved. Ken gave an update on 

the stop and speed signs. He and Chief Bell plan to get together with Bill Price, a dealer for video cameras 

and setup. Safety vests are here and distributed. Discussion followed regarding speeding and associated 

warnings and fines. Ken will come back with a specific proposal.  Barb Niemeyer suggested that Ken 

discuss it with, Chief Bell and the Lake Manager, as they will have to enforce any new ruling. 

Ken Petry is working with Joe Bell on a new patrol car. Joe may be able to get a car at fleet price.  

Ken Petry provided the Choctaw Lake Dock Rental application for review. Docks are currently rented, but 

the current policy is broken and needs to be addressed. Discussion followed. Table this and assign to the 

new Lake Manager.  

Barbara Niemeyer reported that Mike Casimir wants to be invited to all the committee meetings, so 

Committee Chairs, please provide dates and times. 

 Beautification: Chairperson Sener Calis reported that expenditure was down this year. Only $900 was spent 

of the $1500 budgeted. The eagle has been completed with associated plaques installed. The Gazebo was 

painted, flowers planted, 100% completed. Sam made a recommendation about Beautification vs. Garden 

Club. Barb Niemeyer said we will take the recommendation up with the new lake manager. Sener Calis 

reported that the Garden Club has been very helpful with Beautification activities. Sener Calis reported on 

the condition of the Gazebo. Although it was painted and new roof put on it, the basic structure wood is 

rotting out and there is no handicap access. The Garden Club has $3000 in their kitty and, for next year, are 

looking to contribute that to the purchase of a new Gazebo. They asked the Beautification Committee to 

match their monies. The board will look at this for next year’s budget. 

 Collections: Chairperson Suprena Lohrer submitted a report with the additional comment, that liens placed 

on offenders expire after 5 years, so if there is a habitual offender the liens will need to be renewed.  

 Fundraising & Volunteers: Angi contacted Lynn Forster to make sure the committee could continue with 

its plans while waiting until a new Chairperson was selected. He approved them to move forward. Angi also 

requested that Lynn Forster be the new Trustee. Lynn Agreed to Chair this committee. Angi provided an 

update on the August 5th, Dog Chip Clinic, from 10am-12pm at the Lodge. Dr. Coate who lives here will 

chip your pet for $25. Information is on the website. Deputies have chip readers that can read any chip. Its 

$50 to pick up your pet from the shelter. We would like to implement a $25 recovery fee for the Deputy to 

come to your house and hand deliver your dog and you don’t have to take off work. The money will come to 

the Fundraising & Volunteers Committee to offset the cost of the chipper, and after the money will go to the 

General Fund. The Constitution, Rules & Regulations Committee will draft the proposal. 
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Angi reported on the July 1st Kayak Poker Run. There were 6 kayaks and they had a blast. The Committee 

made $70. Part two is August 5th, Beach Party/BBQ CookOff/Community Potluck. Information is on the 

website. Since the Kayak Poker Run is technically gambling according to the State of Ohio, so kids under 

18 could not participate. The Committee has a plan on how to get kids involved for the next run.  

 Public Relations: New Co-Chairpersons Suprena Lohrer and Brian Welch reported that the production of 

the Piece Pipe is changing with the August issue. Carla will no longer handle the non-advertising items, but 

will accumulate all advertising and provide that to Matt. Suprena and Brian will look over the rest.  Anyone 

interested in writing articles are welcome to submit.  

 Recreation: Chairperson Ken Petry submitted a report. 

 Choctaw Utilities Report: Chairperson Scott Kutzley reported all are welcome to attend the Choctaw 

Utilities meeting, Monday, July 17th @ 7pm. The vertical pressure filter system is in the plan instead of the 

dualator gravity system because it is the most cost effective. Received approval from the EPA for the low 

interest loan (1.75%), as long as we follow the 3 pages of requirements. The loan does not change regardless 

of for profit or non-profit. Memorandum of understanding (MOU) must move forward. If a decision is not 

made soon, Choctaw Utilities could lose the funding window. Choctaw Utilities recommends moving to a 

non-profit with all the caveats that there is a guarantee of control over the CU Board of Directors, just like it 

is now. Issue is still with the stock certificates. 

Doug Orange expressed his concern regarding timing.  BOT needs to understand that it is going to take 

months to get the plans built and to get the EPA approvals. If it is not in concrete by next July 1st, they lose 

their money and must go through the loan application again. There are funds available to start the 

engineering and install the retention tank. Scott Kutzly reported that there is a 6 month lead time for 

acquiring the equipment, so CU will have to purchase the half million dollars of equipment around October 

or November. Doug Orange reminded everyone that CU must fix the water plant, because it could fail at any 

time. Discussion followed. Barb Niemeyer said that the board will go into executive session to discuss the 

contract negotiations. 

Vinny Cyran asked if the CU property on W. Choctaw was listed. Scott Kutzley reported that an investor in 

Columbus offered a cash sale pf $68,500, so the property was not listed. The intent was to get rid of the 

property as quickly as possible at a fair price. Doug Orange commented that CU received an appraisal report 

from a local realtor stating that CU should expect approximately $70k if sold “as is” or approximately 

$100k if CU invested the $15k-$20k required for renovations. Doug also reported that CU would incur a 6% 

realtor fee if listed rather than a 3% commission now. Vinny commented that listing “by owner” would not 

result in a realtor fee. The title company would handle all the paperwork. Doug reported that the dilapidated 

building needs to go away and it will generate some of the needed funds for the drawings and engineering. 

Scott Kutzley reported that it’s a done deal. 

Ken Petry asked if CU has or is going to pay for the stock certificates that CLPOA owns. Discussion 

followed. This is still an unknown and more research needs to be done to clarify the status of this financial 

transaction. 

Postponing the decision to go non-profit and its costs were discussed.  

 Sewer Report: Chairperson Brian Welch submitted the report. The Sewer people reported that there are 

properties where they cannot get to the grinder with their equipment in order to do repairs. A letter is going 

to be posted to the Choctaw website and the Peace Pipe about the requirements to access the grinder. 

 

Old Business:  

The Board reviewed the June action item list, tasks assigned and statuses updated.  
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Suprena Lohrer reported that CU does not want to be involved with sharing the cost of the audit. Suprena is 

waiting for the accountant to redo the engagement letter for CLPOA only. More updates at the next board 

meeting in August. 

Greenwalt Firearms: Brian Welch reported on the email from the CLPOA attorney. The covenant was written 

long before the internet was available so the no business rule would be interpreted as a business with a store 

front. Some of the businesses on the list provided are internet businesses. Greenwalt Firearms explained that 

there is no intent for people to come to them to purchase firearms.  They are the middleman between the 

manufacturer and the buyer.  There is no large stacks of guns. The biggest intent is the GSA or government 

contracts.  They are highly regulated by the ATF. Discussion followed.  

CLPOA’s choices are: go after businesses that are here, reconsider, or do nothing. It may be possible for the 

Constitution, Rules & Regulations Committee, to redefine “residential purposes only”, to allow internet 

business. Discussion followed. Brian will contact our lawyer to get the wording that would be the most 

economical & easiest solution for redefining the restrictive covenant. Brian will call Greenwalt Firearms as 

soon as he has an answer. 

New Business: 

Rental of the 20x40 tent to property owners was discussed. There is a significant effort to setup and take down, 

and identify utilities underground. Discussion followed. Tabled until Mike Casimir is on board. 

Food Vendors: Suprena reported that the Lodge and Arrowhead are considered commercial space. Discussion 

followed about charging for a permit. A motion was made and approved (Motion 17-064). Discussion followed 

with an amendment to Motion 17-64 that was approved (Motion 17-064A). Discussion followed with a proposal 

to rescind Motion 17-064A.  Motion to rescind was made and approved (Motion 17-064R).  

Executive Session: Ken Petry move to take the board into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 

MOU. Lynn Seconded. Motion passed 8-0.  

Executive Session was entered at 11:41 p.m. on Tuesday, July 11th, 2017. The board came out of Executive 

Session on Wednesday, July 12th, 2017 at 1:30 a.m. 

Minutes compiled by Barbara Moore. 

 


