
                  CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting – May 8, 2018 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Substantive Motions in this Meeting: 

Motion 18-035: Brian Welch moved to accept the April 10, 2018 minutes as amended. Bill Laney seconded. 
Passed 9-0. 

Motion 18-036: Christine Cooney moved that Motion 18-030 be postponed indefinitely. Suprena Lohrer 
seconded. Passed 9-0. 

Motion 18-037: Suprena Lohrer moved to move $160,000 from the 2017 Operations to the Capital account for 
building equipment and grounds. Bill Laney seconded. Passed 9-0.  

Motion 18-038: Christine Cooney moved to move the date if necessary, of the Poker Run and Kids Kayak race 
to Saturday July 7th. Bill Laney seconded. Passed 9-0. 

Motion 18-039: Brian Welch moved to put the electronic sign back up on the East side, just past the guard 
house, on the cement slab. Ken Petry seconded.  

Motion 18-040: Suprena Lohrer moved that we table Motion 18-039 for one month. Christine Cooney 
seconded. Passed 8-1.  
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Call to Order: The Board of Trustees meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the CLPOA Conference Room. 

Roll Call: President David Wheatley – present; Treasurer Suprena Lohrer – present; Secretary Christine 
Cooney – present; Lynn Forster – present; Vice President Brian Welch – present; Scott Kutzley – present; Bill 
Laney – present; Ken Petry – arrived late; Jim Price – arrived late. 

Property owners in attendance: Steve Grapp, Ruth Sowers, Dick Hanna, John Welch, Karen Mcginnis, Vicki 
Montgomery-Presnell, Tony Stojak, Sam Thomas, Helen Baker, Joy Crace.  

Others in attendance: Mike Casimir, Chief Bell. 

Property Owners Time: 
Steve Grapp (Lot #541) reported that the builder for the home next door, MCM Builders, destroyed the corner 
of his lot and left raw sewage on the lot when tapping into the sewer line. The builder has not been responsive.  

He also believes and is concerned that under Roberts Rule of Law, a board member may be have a conflict of 
interest as it relates to activities of this board and Somerford Township. The board member understands the 
issue with a conflict of interest and if there was, would do the prudent thing and recuse themselves. He assured 
the board that nothing has been said that has anything to do with this lake.   

Ruth Sowers (Lot #1067) would like to save her time for new business and would answer any questions then. 

Karen McGinnis (Lot #981) reported that she is from Dayton Ohio, and this is her family’s home. She is here to 
see if Lake Choctaw would be interested activities such as “Yoga on the Beach”, five times this summer.  She is 
a Yoga instructor and personal trainer, with a BS in Health and Physical Education. Wellness to Go is her 
company and does this for a living. She reported that studies show that people and especially Millennials look 
for these types of activities in a community. Also it can be a community builder. All ages would be welcomed. 
She suggested kicking this off on Memorial Weekend, Saturday from 9am – 10 am. She has everything needed 
for this activity. She is asking the board for approval to provide this activity. Discussion followed. To be 
addressed in new business.  

Approval of Minutes: 
Changes to the April 10, 2018 BOT minutes were discussed. Motion 18-035 was made and passed 9-0. 

Board of Trustees Committee Reports: 
Constitution, Rules & Regulations: (Chair – Brian Welch) 
Nothing to report.  

Investment: (Chair – Lynn Forster) 
Lynn reported that he checked with the Financial Advisor regarding the status of the investments, who reported 
that we are up about 1% for the year. Discussion followed.  

Lake Drainage, Roads & Dam: (Chair – Brian Welch) 
Brian has nothing to report. Scott Kutzley asked if we signed a contract for the Itawamba drainage. Mike 
Casimir reported that we have not, but has received two estimates. 

Lake Water Quality: (Chair – Lynn Forster, Co-Chair – Bob Dana) 
Lynn Forster reported on the total expenditures to date. We will have an estimated $1.1M from the assessments 
by the end of 2019, with a remaining balance of approximately $200,000. The committee discussed dredging in 
George’s Fork and sediment basin construction south of Old Columbus Rd to slow the amount of sediment 
coming into the lake. The committee is recommending that we not do any dredging this year and pick it up 
again in 2019.   
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Lynn reported that the stream that runs parallel to Trensa is gouging out a ditch. The committee is looking to 
take some corrective action over there. Mike Casimir reported on how he would handle it.  

Lynn reported that weekly testing of the lake will start soon and treat as needed. Discussion followed. 

Land/Facility & Long Range Planning: (Chair – Suprena Lohrer) 
Nothing to report. 

Patrol & Security: (Chair – Bill Laney) 
Nothing to report.  

Personnel: (Chair – Jim Price) 
Jim reported that Chief Bell submitted, for committee review, the application for patrol officer he is looking to 
hire.  

Lake Committee Reports: 
Choctaw Utilities: (Scott Kutzley) 
Scott Kutzley reported that engineering for the new water plant is proceeding. Submission of the detail design is 
expected to be submitted to the EPA on June 2nd. It is expected to have a bid package, drawings and 
specification by end of July.  

He reported that a leak developed after the flushing of the hydrants. During fixing of the problem, the pressure 
dropped in the system which generated the boil alert. Samples were taken in to Grove City for testing. They 
came back negative, at which the boil alert was lifted.  

Scott reported on the County’s email that he and Dave Lohrer received.  The county provided an updated 
proposal for bringing county water to Lake Choctaw. One option reported for $38.00/month, includes taking 
over the administration and distribution, adding meters to the homes and moving to a usage based billing. 
Another option is to keep responsibility of the administration and distribution with Choctaw Utilities and the 
county would lock in the rate for 15 years, however it not clear what that rate would be or what the overage 
charges would be. 

Although the numbers look good, there are too many assumptions. Scott suggested that we continue to keep the 
lines of communication going with the county, while utility continues with its current plans. Until we award the 
contract for the water plant, utility can stop work if the county’s proposal develops into something really 
wonderful. Discussion followed. 

Collections: (Chair – Suprena Lohrer) 
Suprena asked the question of Choctaw Utilities regarding Choctaw Utilities on the aging report. Suprena will 
call Doug Orange to work on a resolution and submit for approval to the board. 

Fundraising & Volunteers: (Chair – Christine Cooney) 
Motion 18-036 was made and passed 9-0. Christine Cooney reported that the F&V committee was concerned 
about a conflict with the Fishing Tournament and Kayak Race on the same day. Discussion followed.  Christine 
will take it back to the F&V committee for clarification.  

Patrol Report (Chief Bell) 
Chief Bell reported on the results of the speed surveys. It indicates that the average speeds are within posted 
limits. There are definitely a few speeders. Chief Bell said they are going to continue to accumulate readings for 
a few more months, with different locations, methods and shifts and report the findings. 

Mike Casimir reported that overall speed is not an issue, but it is area that needs be addressed and controlled. 
The data points will allow Chief Bell to focus on the highest offending areas. 
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Chief Bell now has four boat patrol people scheduled for training and expects to have them out before Memorial 
weekend.  

Property Manager’s Report: (Mike Casimir) 
Mike Casimir reported that the trees on lake property have not been maintained. He documented the trees that 
needed to be pruned, dead wood removed, stumps ground out and suckers removed. He brought in a company 
to review the health and maintenance of these trees and acquired an estimate. Some of the items on the list will 
be done in-house, others will take place over time.  Mike Casimir asked for permission to put on the schedule, 
tree pruning at the Lodge and also access point 1. He stated that the price is $4050 and needs one board trustee 
to approve, to move forward. Another quote is to remove the tree hazard at the boat storage area.  Sometime in 
July after all the boats are removed, the trees will be pruned and dead wood removed. He asked permission to 
spend up to $2000 so that he can put this on the schedule for July. The monies will come out of the operations 
budget. Discussion followed. A trustee approves.  

Mike also reported on the status of the boat ramps and determined that they are in bad shape. In talking to the 
concrete guys, if we repair the ramps now, they would be unusable for several week while curing which would 
impact the boating season. He will get two estimates and plan, and put it in the forecast for October timeframe. 
Discussion followed.  

Public Relations & Publications: (Chair – Brian Welch)  
Brian Welch asked if there has been any feedback regarding the new way the Peace Pipe is being distributed? 
Are they being read on-line, are the 200 hard copies being picked up? Suprena Lohrer reported on the concern 
of one property owner who wished that the entire meeting minutes were published. This only happened for one 
meeting because of the length. Christine Cooney reported that the May 2018 Peace Pipe 50% of the 709 
subscribers opened it and 34.1% of the 709 subscribers clicked to read the Peace Pipe. According to the 
newsletter company these numbers are high.  It is typical that people do not click on their emails. The average is 
around 14%. This does not count when the Peace Pipe is opened via the website. Discussion followed.  

Recreation: (Chair – Ken Petry)  
Nothing to report. 

Sewer Report: (Brian Welch)  
Brian Welch spoke to the developments that occurred since the 26th of April. The Madison Press and The 
Messenger reported on the county’s desire to hook the town of Somerford and Karen Lane to plant that services 
Choctaw Lake, 90 homes. There will not be any financial drain on Choctaw Lake. The plant’s capacity under 
normal conditions can handle adding these homes. However the capacity has been exceeded during the 
torrential rains we have experienced. The county needs to understand where this increase is coming from; 
downspouts, sump pumps, tree roots or bad seals and address this issue before connecting the additional houses. 
Discussion followed.   

Treasurer Report: (Suprena Lohrer) 
Suprena Lohrer provided an overview of the balance sheet, associated investments and profit and loss 
statement. Discussion followed.  Motion 18-037 was made and passed 9-0.  

Old Business: 
Audit:  
Mike Casimir reported that the original agreement signed in February is voided by the contractor. The effort 
needed is not included in that agreement and cannot be accomplished for the original price. There was an agreed 
upon procedures audit was done for fiscal year 2014. Their recommendation is to do this current year and then 
determine weren’t any major issues with the financials, we determine that past years are not needed. Then we 
can budget for an audit going forward, yearly. Discussion followed. They recommended that Mike get a quote 
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for a process audit for years 2015, 2016 and 2017 and a full audit for those same dates from another auditing 
firm. 

Christine Cooney asked for the floor. Motion 18-038 was made and passed 9-0. 

New Business: 
East Choctaw Message Board: 
Dave Wheatley reported that the two people that complained the most about the board have moved from the 
lake. Mike Casimir would like to put the message board back up. Discussion followed. Motion 18-039 was 
made. Motion 18-040 was made and passed 8-1.  

Community Debris Cleanup: 
Dave Wheatley reported that the Lake Water Cleanup Day was cancelled for this year due to the outstanding job   
Mike’s crew has already done. We are looking at a brush grappler that would go on the bobcat. This would 
allow us to provide a cleanup service to the community. Discussion followed. Further details and discussion are 
needed.  

Parcel Annexation, Sarsi Dr.  
Ruth Sowers provided details regarding her property which has two parcels; .5 acres in Choctaw Division and 
1.29 acres in Somerford Township, but is all one deed. She wants to know if the board would entertain the idea 
of annexing the 1.29 acres and would have a separate deed. There is no other access to this property. Choctaw 
Lake would benefit from additional assessments. Discussion followed. Dave Wheatley said that Rules and 
Regulations will need to research if it is possible to annex that land. 

Property Owner Business: 
Karen McGinnis (Lot #541): 
Yoga on the Beach. Discussion followed. Christine Cooney said that The Fundraising and Volunteer committee 
will work with Karen to refine the details.  

Comments, Announcements, and other Business: 
Lynn Forster reminded everyone that the Madison County Farm Bureau has their annual meeting in the lodge.  
This is the 5th year. We have allowed them to do this rent free for the previous 4 years. The rational was because 
they gave us $8400 in grant money and we want to partner with the farmers. There is a concern about fairness. 
Discussion followed. Lynn Forster on behalf of the Lake Water Quality Committee discuss our concerns with 
the Madison County Farm Bureau.  

Brian Welch provided a wrap up of the lot sales. We started with 10 lots in 2013 and sold the last one in April 
2018. After taxes, savings on maintenance, realized revenue and gain on assessments, it is a net worth of 
$250.000+. Dave Wheatley extended a thanks from the board to Brian for all his efforts and time.  

Bill Laney moved to adjourn the meeting. Jim Price seconded. 

Meeting adjourned @9:38 p.m. 

Minutes compiled by Barbara Moore.
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