
                  CLPOA Board of Trustees Meeting – November 13, 2018 – Approved January 8, 2019 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Substantive Motions in this Meeting: 

Motion 18-073: Jim Price moved to move the Property Owners time to New Business. Lynn Forster seconded. 
Failed. 4-4.  

Motion 18-074: Christine Cooney moved to discuss new business ahead of old business. Brian Welch 
seconded. Passed 5-3. 

Motion 18-075: Brian Welch moved to renew the Kaman and Cusimano annual contract. Jim Price seconded. 
Roll call vote: Dave Wheatley – yes, Scott Kutzley – yes, Suprena Lohrer – no, Christine Cooney – no, Ken 
Petry – no, Lynn Forster – yes, Brian Welch – yes, Jim Price – yes. Passed 5-3.  

Motion 18-076: Brian Welch moved to accept the October 10, 2018 minutes as amended. Suprena Lohrer 
seconded. Passed 9-0.  

Motion 18-077: Ken Petry moved to include lot 133 east of the drainage be added to lot 132 and sold as one lot. 
Brian Welch seconded. Passed 9-0.   

Motion 18-078: Ken Petry moved to accept one bid to fix the drainage problem in the restroom by Drain 
Masters, on an emergency basis. Christine seconded. Passed 9-0.    

Motion 18-079: Suprena Lohrer moved to accept the job descriptions as presented. Scott Kutzley seconded.  
Passed 9-0.   

Motion 18-080: Ken Petry moved to continue with the same Christmas bonuses as last year. Bill Laney 
seconded. Passed 9-0.    

Motion 18-081: Ken Petry moved to accept the proposed changes to the Rules & Regulations. No second. 
Motion died.     

Motion 18-082: Jim Price moved to adjourn the meeting. Brian Welch seconded. Passed 9-0. 
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Call to Order: The Board of Trustees meeting convened at 7:00 p.m. in the CLPOA Conference Room. 

Roll Call: President David Wheatley – present; Scott Kutzley – present; Treasurer Suprena Lohrer – present; 
Secretary Christine Cooney – present; Ken Petry – present; Lynn Forster – present; Bill Laney – Late; Brian 
Welch – present; Jim Price – present. 

Property owners in attendance: Dick Hanna, Angela Watson, Dave Lohrer, David Hicks, Bob O’Connor, 
Brenda O’Connor, Dean Miller, Sener Calis, Jeff Niemeyer, Barb Niemeyer, Clem Estrada, Michael Dorne, Jill 
Dorne, Norm Ritterbusch, Joyce Ritterbusch, Steve Grapp, Jeff Pitt, Dinah Burns, Doug Orange, Vincent Cyran, 
Jim Jones, Helen Baker, Dan Blazer, Joann Welch, Chuck Avery, Tom Hitesman, Jon McMann.  

Others in attendance: Mike Casimir, Chief Bell. 

Property Owners Time: 
Dave Wheatley asked if there was anyone present that wanted to talk about anything other than the water plant 
slated for discussion under new business?  

A property owner stated that she wanted to thank the board for putting up the electronic board on the East side. 
She is now able to catch up on things going on. Dean Miller agreed. 

Dave Wheatley, in the interest of time, suggested moving the property owners’ time to new business after 
everyone has heard the proposal from the county. Discussion followed. Motion 18-073 was made and failed 
4-4. 

Dave Wheatley indicated that there is not enough time, at this meeting, to get out all the facts. He announced 
that he is going to call a special property owners’ meeting, so that all the facts can be presented, to more than 
just the property owners in attendance. The decision comes down to, “do we want a water company or not?” and 
he would like to hear from all the property owners. Discussion followed.  

Sener Calis (Lot #966) commented that we have heard about this for several years now and even if the county 
offered the prison water plant for free he would not change his opinion. He also commented that he is happy 
with the current water, the water plant and the board members, and asked the board members to not give into 
the county.  

Jeff Niemeyer (Lot #735) read a statement from Barb Niemeyer and himself. To summarize, Jeff and Barb were 
here to get information, and hear the full discussion about the proposal from the county, directly from the 
source, and not second-hand communication. 

Michael Dorne (Lot #464) commented that this was a topic a couple of years ago when he started coming to 
these meetings. There were a lot of heated and passionate discussions. He questioned, over the last 18 months, 
with regards to obtaining information from the county, what has the BOT accomplished? What has changed to 
cause this sudden urgency? He also commented that the CU has been very open and upfront about where they 
were in the process of building a new water plant.   

Dave Wheatley responded that the previous numbers received from the county were estimates only. We just 
received today, an actual proposal from the county. Scott Kutzley reported that CLPOA and CU have been in 
continued discussions with the county during this timeframe, however, due to other county and state items that 
needed to be completed, the county was not in a position to give us a firm proposal. Discussion tabled until New 
Business.  

Norm Ritterbusch (Lot #720) seconded Jeff’s comments, that he too would like hear what the proposal is and is 
in favor of a property owners’ meeting.  
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Brian Welch (Lot #715) speaking for himself, wanted to correct the misconception that the board is all for 
county water. He stated that this could not be further from the truth. He commented that Dave Wheatley, during 
his time as president of the board, has made sure that we bring to all the Choctaw Lake homeowners, both 
opportunities to supply water to the lake. He also outlined the steps that Dave Wheatley, Doug Orange and the 
two boards have taken over the last 18 months to make sure that the boards were making the right decision for 
the benefit of the property owners. 

Steve Grapp (Lot #541) reported on his experiences with the county sewer system, which has not been great. He 
also said that he is not in favor of renting water from the county based on his experiences. 

Dinah Burns (Lot #733) asked for a resident who could not be here tonight if the proposal would be publicly 
published? Dave Wheatley responded that we will officially post it on the Choctaw blog and website.  Dinah 
asked the board, that at the last meeting the board was going to gather a list of questions to be presented to the 
county. She asked if these questions and answers, and a report of the plant visit were going to be published. 
Dave Wheatley responded that these will also be published on the Choctaw blog and website. 

Vince Cyran (Lots #915 & 916) reported he was here to hear the county offer.  

Jim Jones (Lot #1038) reported that he was here to hear the facts and support the board and the CU in making 
an informed decision. He also supports the property owners having a say. 

Dan Blazer (Lot #350) supports that the property owners should be informed and get their opinion. He expects 
both sides to be fully vetted before the property owners’ meeting. Dan also voiced his opinion that there should 
be an analysis of CU moving to a not-for-profit entity and the leadership of the committee should come from the 
CLPOA board. Dave Lohrer reported that he had several community members contact him about being part of 
the committee to evaluate CU moving to a not-for-profit entity. Some of them have legal and financial 
backgrounds. 

A property owner asked when to expect the special property owners’ meeting? Dave Wheatley answered that he 
would like for it to be this month. CU needs to know how to proceed with the bids they have received for the 
building of the new water plant. 

Chuck Avery (Lot #799) reported that he is very interested in what is going on here. 

Tom Hitesman (Lot #452) reported that we have some really good clean water off Itawamba. He acknowledged 
that his number 1 issue is water quality. The EPA reports cited that Choctaw Lake had a low susceptibility for 
contamination and the prison was rated high. Therefore he advocates that the board support CU.  

John McMahn (Lot #451) asked for a side by side comparisons of the EPA reports. 

Motion 18-074 was made and passed 5-3. 

New Business: 
Kaman and Cusimano annual contract renewal: 
Discussion followed a motion to renew the contract. Motion 18-075 was made and passed 5-3. 

Madison County SSWD offer for county water: 
Dave Wheatley reported that the county submitted their offer to provide water to Choctaw Lake, guaranteed for 
fifteen (15) years with an option to renew after fifteen (15) years.  He went on to highlight the services that 
would be provided, and the costs to Choctaw Lake property owners. A very passionate and productive 
discussion followed, with CLPOA board members, CU board members, and property owners contributing to 
this discussion. The following are some key points of this discussion. 

Those who took a tour of the London Correctional Institution water plant came away concerned about the age, 
dated technology, water quality, condition, and the amount of effort to run the plant. The EPA's drinking source 
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assessment report identified that the London Correctional Institution water source has a high susceptibility to 
contamination. The Choctaw Lake water source has a very low susceptibility for contamination.   

Dave Lohrer informed the group that CU, at the request of the EPA, has done an asset management plan and a 
10 year proforma, which can be found on the CU website. Doug Orange, treasurer/secretary of CU, believes 
that the $43 per month charge for delivering water to the Lake Choctaw property owners is good for five (5) to 
seven (7) years. 

Scott Kutzley stated that he finds no value in going with the county. In less than five years (5) we will have a 
new plant, and the county will still be either using their currently outdated and suspect plant or having to 
acquire funds to build a new one, which is estimated at six (6) million dollars. 

Lynn Forster stated that he was strongly in favor of going with the new CU water plant, however, he didn’t 
think the board, at this time, should make that decision without having community guidance. He also stated that 
all these points made to-date have been discussed, reviewed, and debated over the last year and a half. He 
believes, it is time that the information should be shared with the property owners, and acquire input from them. 

Suprena Lohrer reported that the only thing legally, that the property owners can do, is to decide to dissolve CU.   

A property owner asked that the property owners be able to vote on what direction the board should take.  

Suprena Lohrer asked that the board take a straw vote to see where the board stands. It is important that the 
property owners know where we stand.  

Dave Wheatley read a statement from Lauren & Sam Thomas (Lot #575) who were not able to attend the 
meeting. They commended the work that the Choctaw Lake Utilities and CLPOA boards have done, as it relates 
to the water plant options. They also stated, that there is real value in looking at all options, and understand the 
full financial impact and risk to our community of only 800 plus homes. They believe that there could be huge 
synergy and cost savings in combining with Madison County. Do we build the plant and lease the whole or part 
of it to the county, or turn the whole over to the county? We don’t believe that there is enough information for a 
decision to be made. We strongly encourage the CLPOA board and their ownership role of CU to build out a 10 
year financial proforma for all options. We suggest that creation of a financial committee, which includes 
Jimmy Moran, to develop the proforma, for building out a new plant and operating it in the future. We 
recommend an objective comparison of the two projects. The CU committee has done a great job in sizing a 
new plant, but the CLPOA board needs to now take their input on the plant build and compare it to the county 
offer to do a full apples to apples comparison. Upon completion, we would hope it would be presented to the 
homeowners.  

Christine Cooney pointed out that CU has done the financials already. The county has already informed us that 
they are not interested in leasing water from us. 

Suprena Lohrer asked the board if they want to advise the property owners to dissolve CU and go with the 
county? The property owners need to know what we want, this is why they elected the board. 

Dave Lohrer reported that CU opened the bids last Thursday, and they have sixty (60) days before they are void. 
The EPA loan interest rates continue to rise. Last month’s rate was 1.68%. This month it is 1.89%. Delaying this 
decision is going to cost us. The last decision to delay cost us $47,000 interest. We have been as thorough as we 
can. We waited to get our asset management plan approved by the EPA. We have a tentative closing date of 
December 7, 2018. The bids came in as projected, at two (2) million dollars. Our projections over the last 
eighteen (18) months have held, and have now been confirmed by the actual bids.  
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Barb Niemeyer asked why we can’t have someone from the EPA and the county at the meeting to ask the 
questions about water quality and other concerns? Barb said she would like to hear the answers to some of the 
issues related to the county plant.  

Sener Calis stated that the board is the most informed about the water plant issue after having worked on it for 
two (2) years. He wanted to know if the board is pro our water or pro county. He appreciates that the board 
wants to give the property owners the facts, but he wants to hear the opinion of the board.  

It was determined that the board would solicit the opinions of each board member. Christine Cooney said she is 
for building the plant by Choctaw Utilities. Suprena Lohrer said she is for Choctaw Utilities. Ken Petry said he 
is for Choctaw Utilities. Lynn Forster is for Choctaw Utilities. Dave Wheatley is for Choctaw Utilities until he 
hears from the property owners. Jim Price abstained. Scott Kutzley is for Choctaw Utilities because it is the best 
option. Brian Welch said he is for Choctaw Utilities (6-for, 2-abstained, 1-absent, 0-against). 

Dave Lohrer agreed with the suggestion to have a community meeting for the community to voice their 
opinions. Having a forum to receive concerns, and have them be heard, is a great idea. Discussion followed.  

Doug Orange reported that there is a tentative meeting scheduled for November 19th, for the CU to provide 
their recommendations to CLPOA.  This was to be open to the public. He suggested making that the meeting for 
the community to attend where CU can provide reasons for their decision to build the water plant. 

Suprena Lohrer indicated that we need five (5) working days notification to the community for a special 
property owners’ meeting.  The 19th does not give us enough time. Discussion followed. It was agreed to 
schedule this meeting on Tuesday, November 20th, 2018 at 7:30 pm. The format of this meeting was discussed, 
the agenda was agreed upon, and members were assigned to develop the presentation. Christine Cooney will put 
the notification of the meeting on the Choctaw Lake blog tonight.  

Approval of Minutes: 
Discussion and changes to the October 10, 2018 BOT minutes took place. Motion 18-076 was made and passed 
9-0. 

Board of Trustees Committee Reports: 
Constitution, Rules & Regulations: (Chair – Brian Welch) 
Brian Welch reported that it appears, that in 2009, a motion was approved but not added to the building code. 
The Rules Committee will have to meet to review because we made some changes to the building code that are 
in conflict with the 2009 motion. 

Investment: (Chair – Lynn Forster) 
Nothing to report. 

Lake Drainage, Roads & Dam: (Chair – Brian Welch) 
Brian Welch reported that the work on lot 132 should start shortly, to put in two (2) drainage pipes in order to 
make it a saleable lot. He described lot 133 next to lot 132 as having pipes that come under the road from the 
farm field and run parallel on the front of 132, then go into a creek that bisects lot 133 next to it. Lot 133 is a 
triangle.  His recommendation is that we make it a non-buildable lot. Then take the section of the lot that is on 
the East side of the creek and add it lot 132, which will make it a more expensive lot. Motion 18-077 was made 
and passed 9-0.  

Lake Water Quality: (Chair – Lynn Forster, Co-Chair – Bob Dana) 
Lynn Forster reported that Heartland surveyed the depth of the sediment. They determined that in the area we 
dredge, there is an accumulation of 2150 cubic yards of sediment from last November to September. George’s 
Fork averages a depth of 4 ½ ft. We don't believe that we need to dredge George's Fork now, however, we do 
need to continue to accumulate our fund for future dredging. The recommendation is to conserve the money for 
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now and evaluate where we stand next year. Given that we are building up sediment we need to develop a 
dredging plan and fund to support it. We expect to have a vote on assessments for dredging and Lake Water 
Quality, at the April or October 2019 property owners’ meeting.  

Land/Facility & Long Range Planning: (Chair – Suprena Lohrer) 
Suprena Lohrer reported that five (5) bids were sent out for the lodge upgrades. Only one was returned and it is 
higher than expected. Suprena Lohrer, Mike Casimir and Dave Wheatley reviewed the requirements, next steps, 
and the budget. They came up with a phased-in approach and reduced scope. New bid returns are expected after 
Thanksgiving. The lodge ceiling and installation above it is the reduced scope. The goal is to renovate the 
Arrowhead and perform the reduced phase 1/scope of the lodge. Discussion followed. The bathrooms have to be 
a priority. Mike Casimir explained how the contractor plans to resolve the bathroom drain pipe issue. Other 
bathroom enhancements are automatic flush toilets and hand air dryers. Motion 18-078 was made and passed 
9-0. 

Patrol & Security: (Chair – Bill Laney) 
Chief Bell reported that he corrected the mileage on the report. He also set a closing date for applicants. One of 
our part-time officers is interested in the full-time position.  

Personnel: (Chair – Jim Price) 
Jim Price reported that the committee met, and completed all seven (7) job descriptions. They are now 
consistent with Mike’s format. Motion 18-079 was made and passed 9-0. Christmas bonuses were discussed. 
Mike Casimir provided recommendations for his staff. Motion 18-080 was made and passed 9-0. 

Lake Committee Reports: 
Choctaw Utilities: (Scott Kutzley) 
Scott Kutzley reported on the status of the bids. There were three (3) bids received and the low bidder is 
meeting with CU to review. The EPA is reviewing all the paperwork and approving without comments. The 
focus is on the plant. Three (3) more hydrants will be installed in January. We meet the fire code with all the 
new hydrants installed. Bill Laney stated that we need the addition of a fire truck to make any difference in 
insurance rates. 

Scott also reported that the new plant will be easier to operate and will not need additional personnel. This will 
also contribute to less time required to manage the plant by Jim Moran. It might be possible to have a part-time 
operator in the future. The plant manager will have the ability to get updates and notifications on his 
smartphone. 

Collections: (Chair – Suprena Lohrer) 
Nothing to report.  

Fundraising & Volunteers: (Chair – Christine Cooney) 
Nothing to report.  

Communications & Publications: (Chair – Brian Welch)  
Nothing to report.  

Recreation: (Chair – Ken Petry)  
Ken Petry reminded everyone about the tree lighting ceremony scheduled for the 1st Sunday in December 
(December 2, 2018). 

Sewer Report: (Chair – Brian Welch)  
Brian Welch explained the graph presented in the board package. He pointed out how it shows the inflow of 
copper into the sewer plant. Discussion followed. The London water treatment plant will no longer accept the 
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Sewer District 2 sludge because of the high copper content. The county has to start hauling it elsewhere. He 
noted that the county needs to do something about the copper issue but no one has been able to figure out the 
cause.  

He also reported that some property owners received a letter from the county about the easement/access to the 
grinders. The sewer repair men are finding they cannot get to some grinders to make repairs. The equipment 
used to pull the grinder out of the ground requires a six (6) foot wide easement. The sewer district has started to 
inspect every grinder in the subdivision. They have done 114 inspections to-date. There are 19 more in progress 
and are on hold because of obstructions. The camera process is looking for tree roots, and sump pump/
downspout tie-ins to the grinder system. There will be additional letters going out to property owners with 
obstructions, and property owners with tree roots or sump pump/downspout impacting the grinder systems. The 
property owners will have to resolve these issues.   

Treasurer Report: (Suprena Lohrer) 
Suprena Lohrer provided the budget, profit & loss, and balance sheet for review. Discussion followed.  

Old Business: 
Audit Update:  
Suprena Lohrer reported that the committee met with the auditing firm and reviewed all three (3) process audits 
for CLPOA and CU. The findings will be used as a tool to develop better processes. Suprena, Mike and Carla 
expect to get together to review the findings. The findings were all explainable.  

Insurance & Vendor Credentials: 
Mike Casimir reported that the verbiage in the lodge contract was sent to Walls & Turner for them to review. 

New Business continued: 
Door to door canvassing: 
Ken Petry recommended new wording to be added to the Rules & Regulations to allow political canvasing 
exclusively for Choctaw Lake. Discussion followed. Motion 18-081 was made and died. 

Jim Price moved to adjourn the meeting. Brian Welch seconded. Passed 9-0.  

Meeting adjourned @10:20 p.m. 

Minutes compiled by Barbara Moore.
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