
Responses to Property Owners’ BOT Nomination Questions by Christine Cooney  
 
 
1. Would you support the transfer or sale of an asset, specifically the water plant, to Choctaw 

Utilities or to any other individual? The CLPOA Board of Trustees has a fiduciary responsibility 
to the Choctaw Lake Property Owners. Part of their duties is to approve or deny the sale or 
acquisition of any number of assets. In the past, for example, the Board has voted to sell 
property (lots) the Association owned, and has also voted on the purchase and sale of trucks. 
Any decision to buy and sell any asset should be considered for the details of the purchase 
agreement at that time. Regarding Choctaw Utilities specifically, I am 100% for CLPOA 
ownership of the plant. I was opposed to Madison County water a few years ago and my 
position hasn’t changed regarding Choctaw Lake Property Owners maintaining control of that 
particular asset. As well, I don’t believe the CLPOA has the sole authority to sell or otherwise 
divest itself of Choctaw Utilities without first asking for the property owners to vote on said 
sale or divestiture. I don’t believe 9 people on a board should make a decision like that and 
would argue for a super majority of property owners to agree to any such sale or divestiture of 
Choctaw Utilities. 

 
 

2. How do you envision the relationship between the CU board and the CLPOA board going 
forward? It has always been my opinion that the two boards should work together. That said, 
there will be, from time to time, differences of opinion. I welcome such discussions. 

 
3. This fall, insinuations were publicly made regarding the CU office manager.  Her pay rate and 

work quality were denigrated on social media.  Do you think it is acceptable to treat employees 
of the lake or utility in such a manner? The CLPOA board has a social media policy and it was 
not a CLPOA Board member who made such personal attacks. Personally, I am opposed to 
denigrating others publicly. Social media, however, is not maintained by the CLPOA Board of 
Trustees and the CLPOA Board has no say in what property owners say publicly on social 
media. 

 
4. This summer, regarding the resolution that was brought forward directing CU to fire their office 

manager, a committee member stated the resolution was rushed, not vetted, ill conceived, and 
said to take the desired action, more work was required to ensure a smooth transition.  If a 
committee member raises these types of issues, what you be your response? As a current 
CLPOA Board member, I can say that the premise of the question is absolutely false. There was 
no resolution directing the CU “to fire their office manager.” The specific wording of the actual 
resolution, which passed 6-3, can be found in the August 2020 meeting minutes. Committees 
don’t often act on 100% approval from all of their members. I can’t speak to the specifics of this 
situation as I wasn’t on the committee. 

 
5. What is your position on the CLBOT with regard to transparent decision making and 

communicating the decision-making process to the community? The CLPOA Board of Trustees 
holds open meetings as per the constitution. Meeting minutes are generally published in a 
timely matter. Additionally, I have always been open to taking phone calls from property 
owners. 

 
6. What is your position on the CLBOT assuming more responsibility for the operations of the 

utility plant? The CLPOA Board of Trustees appoints a CU Board to manage the utility plant. I 



did make a resolution to move CU office work to the CLPOA office in order to both save 
money and provide convenience to our shared customers. 

 
7. What is your position on reducing the number of Choctaw Utility board members and why? The 

Choctaw Utility Board was originally created with five members. The number was increased at 
some point in 2015 (I can’t find a motion that this was done, I just see a sudden increase in the 
number of board members by perusing past CLPOA meeting minutes). Now that the water plant 
has been built, I believe a five member board will suffice again. Specifically, I have had CU 
water board members tell me the same. 

 
8. What is your position on allowing property owner votes to be done by absentee ballot if unable 

to attend property owner meeting?  The CLPOA Constitution does not allow this. 
 

9. What is your position on live streaming the CLBOT meetings? I am opposed. It was the 
professional opinion of the CLPOA attorney that this was not something we should pursue. 

 
10. Would you consider a more equitable process at property owner meetings for allowing property 

owners the chance to speak rather than the current process of whoever shouts the loudest  or 
whoever is known to  be aligned with the person controlling the microphone gets the 
opportunity to speak while others  who politely raise their hands waiting for a turn often get 
ignored? The premise of this question is incorrect. Property Owner meetings are not held in 
such chaos and, generally speaking, people who want to speak are given the opportunity. 

 
11. What is your position on one CLBOT member  having a conversation with retained counsel 

regarding  a controversial issue  with no other board members present, and then communicating 
the advice or recommendation of that attorney  to other board members to be accepted without 
any corroborating evidence, either in writing or via  witness to the entire conversation by a 
board member who is unbiased or who holds an adverse opinion from that initial board member 
on the issue being discussed? (to assure both sides of issue  is presented without spin and then 
what that attorney opinion actually is) I don’t understand the premise of this question. All 
members of the CLPOA Board of Trustees can seek limited legal council from the attorney. 

 
12. What commitment do you make to property owners that you will make all CLBOT decisions 

based on what is for the good of the community and not make decisions based on outside 
influence(s) and/or  threats,  nor based on a personal agenda or personal benefit. I have already 
served on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees for three years and have never profited in any 
way - personally or professionally - by my position on the CLPOA Board of Trustees. If elected, 
I would continue to make decisions based on fiduciary responsibility to Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners’ Association. 


