
My name is B.J. Laney and I am excited for the opportunity to run for the CLBoT 
elections.  I am a life-long resident of Choctaw Lake and my wife Emily and I are raising 
our four children as third-generation community members.  As a family, we spend our 
time taking advantage of all the great activities at the lake and hope to help preserve 
and enhance the lake’s environment and amenities.  I am a U.S. Army Veteran, served in 
leadership roles for Worthington Industries, and currently at Sutphen Corporation.  I am 
a proponent of change while maintaining the integrity of a business, its culture, and the 
community it serves.  My professional experience in project management and budgeting 
will complement the CLBoT.  I am able to join the CLBoT and represent our fellow 
neighbors with passion, integrity, and without personal bias.  
 
I submitted an application for candidacy for the CLBoT elections last year but my 
application was rejected.  The current CLBoT held a special meeting without proper 
notice on December 7, 2021.  At that meeting, and without me present, the CLBoT 
suspended my family’s lake membership privileges for six months, sought immediate 
removal of our boat cover that was in compliance with the CLBoT’s directives, and 
instructed the attorneys for the CLPOA to threaten legal action against my family.  The 
revocation of my membership privileges was used as a basis to reject my candidate 
application for the CLBoT election.  These unprecedented actions by the current 
trustees forced my family to engage an attorney and file for emergency relief through 
the court system, which we received.  The court issued a restraining order and entered a 
preliminary injunction preventing the CLBoT from taking any further action while the 
case was pending.  Most recently, the judge ordered the CLBoT to hold an election and 
to allow me and others in my position to submit candidate applications.  
 
My family should not have had to hire an attorney to protect our property and good 
standing at the lake.  We as property owners should be able to trust that the CLBoT will 
competently and impartially enforce the rules and regulations of the lake.  We should 
feel confident that this enforcement will not be done in an arbitrary or capricious 
manner.  Yet, that cannot be said about the current CLBoT.  The way the current CLBoT 
has operated has not only cost my family significant amounts of time, money, and peace 
of mind, but it has also cost each lake homeowner.  The legal expense associated with 
the CLBoT’s actions is borne by each one of us and could have been avoided.   
 
I believe in treating people like people and not pawns.  My motives for joining the CLBoT 
are not personal or related only to my particular property.  My desire to be a trustee has 
everything to do with maintaining a balance in the exercise of the CLBoT’s power and 
providing solid leadership for our community.   
 
I am thrilled to be a candidate for election and would appreciate your vote. 


