
Hello. My Name is Mike Thornhill. I am a native of Northeast Ohio, and a resident 
of Choctaw Lake for nearly 24 years. I fell in love with this lake community the 
first time I saw it. I believe in this community and the people who call it home. I 
am 54 years old and am married to my lovely wife Julia. I have raised four children 
here at the lake. 

 

My wife and I spend every possible day on the water during the boating season. 
We picnic on the water, often docking to pick up a pizza or taking the boat over to 
the summer concerts. My other leisure activities include growing Japanese bonsai 
trees, gardening and yardwork in the summer and watching the Browns, Bucks 
Bluejackets and Clippers. I am a past president of the Columbus Bonsai Society 
with my work displayed as part of the team at Franklin Park Conservatory. My 
personal collection was featured in Midwest Living magazine.  

 

I am a Lieutenant with the Columbus Division of Fire. I have nearly 23 years with 
the division, and nearly 30 years experience as a firefighter/paramedic. I have 
been an officer for the last 6 years, managing the day to day operations of a fire 
station and a staff of 6-10 firefighters. Additionally, I have training/coursework in 
public safety management, public sector law and accounting.  

 

I had never considered running for the Board until recently. I became frustrated 
as we have seen many single issue candidates pop up who intend only to serve 
their own interests rather than what is best for our community as whole. My 
years in the fire service have taught me the value of service over self in 
commitment to a common good. I believe strong, fair rules and process coupled 
with a voting process are important to serving all the families who make the lake 
their home. I believe in the strength of our governing documents. I believe there 
is a process in place to amend the rules. I do not believe we should elect any 
candidate to our governing board who is actively suing us. I believe I would be a 
great addition to our board because I am focused on the important long term 
goals of our community rather than campaigning to change a rule. 


