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ChoCtaw Lake offiCe
2875 oneida Dr.  |   London, ohio 43140

740-852-2593* faX 740-852-2444
email:  clpoa@choctawlake.com 
website: www.choctawlake.com

Mike Casimir – Property Manager
Carla Dye – Office Manager
Jacob Rosales – Patrol Chief

Office Hours
Monday 10:00 aM - 7:00 PM

Tuesday Friday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Office Closed 12:00PM-12:30PM M-F

emergencies: Call 911
Sheriff Office: 740-852-1212

ChoCtaw Lake BoaRD of 
tRUSteeS 2020-2021

Marty Ditello (Pres) (2024)    (614) 674-2833
Suprena Lohrer (VP) (2022)  (937) 206-0881
kathi Platter (treas) (2024)   (937) 896-7362
Steve Grapp (Sec’y) (2022)  (614) 404-1133
Michael Dorne (2022)  (614) 753-9626
Jim Price (2023)  (614) 395-4636
Brian welch (2023)  (847) 822-3550
Sener Calis (2023)  (740) 579-6702
Scott Kutzley (2024)  (614) 439-8327 

 
ChoCtaw UtiLitieS

(wateR) BoaRD
Dave Rodgers (Pres) (2023) (614) 306-9030
David Lohrer (VP) (2025) (614) 886-5625
kent feliks (2023) (614) 827-5449
Veryln Bailly (Sec/Tres) (2023)
Dave Rankin (2024) (614) 581-5045
Bob o’Connor (2024) (937) 430-3583
kathi Platter (2023) (937) 896-7362
website: www.choctawwater.com
e-mail: choctawwater@gmail.com
Office Phone: 740-490-7184

In case of a water emergency, call the office at 740-490-7184
(during office hours) or call the Jim Moran (Utility Manag-
er) at 740-837-0319.

 
M.e.C.a. NatURaL GaS BoaRD 
 
Jeff Niemeyer (614) 370-0122
Dave wheatley (740) 506-2237
Rick Ballard (740) 852-4631
Stan kavy (740) 852-0333
tony Barnhart  (614) 581-8809

MaDiSoN CoUNty SeweR
DiStRiCt #2 BoaRD 

John Mitchell (Chairman) (614) 296-9911
Bob Dana (Vice Chairman) (614) 519-5668
Jim Moran (740) 837-0319
Michael Dorne (614) 753-9626

In case of a sewer grinder pump emergency, call the Sewer 
Plant operator at 740-845-1284.  if no one answers, the 
call will be transferred to the next person on call.  if no one 
answers again, the call will be transferred back to the Sewer 
Plant Operator so you can leave a message.

SoMeRfoRD towNShiP
Jim Moran (Chairman) (740) 837-0319 
Ernie Sparks  (Vice Chairman) (740) 852-1949
keith o’Conner (614) 296-6618
Brian knowles (Zoning inspector)

otheR NUMBeRS
Madison health
State Highway Patrol W Jeff post
Poison Control Center
Call before you dig

MaDiSoN CoUNty
Madison County Sheriff
Madison County Commissioners
Madison County Auditor
Madison County Recorder
Madison County Treasurer

PUBLiC UtiLitieS
ohio edison Company
Power Outage Reporting
Natural Gas MECA
Spectrum
Madison County Sewer Plant
Rumpke Trash
 

CoMMitteeS of tRUSteeS
Drainage, Road, & Dam (847) 822-3550
Governing Documents (614) 404-1133
investment (937) 206-0881
Lake Water Quality (614) 753-9626
Land/Facility & Long Range Planning (937) 206-0881
Personnel (614) 395-4636

otheR CoMMitteeS
Communications & Publications (740) 206-2468
Recreation (614) 440-7791
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All articles not otherwise indicated to be authorized by an indi-
vidual, should be addressed to the Board of Trustees. Choctaw 

Lake is not liable for non insertion of ads beyond the amount paid 
for the advertisement. 

Typesetting, layout and graphic design are done by CLPOA. All 
editorial submissions should be sent to clpoa@choctawlake.com.

PayMeNtS
Ads must be received by the 15th of the month to be in

upcoming edition . All ads must be paid for in advance and 
submitted to the Choctaw Lake office. 

CLaSSifieD aDS
12 words or less for a minimum charge of $3.

Classified Ads are accepted until the 15th of the month.

ADVERTISING ADS
New ads or ads requiring production time are due by the

10th of the month (or closest business day to the 10th)
Camera ready ads provided in PDF format are due by the

 15th of the month (or closest business day to the 15th)

ADVERTISING RATES
1/8 Page (4in x 2.625in)

B&W $20.00  |  Color $30.00  (production cost $10)

1/4 Page (4in x 5.25in)
B&W $40.00  |  Color $60.00 (production cost $20)

1/2 Page (8in x 5.25in)
B&W $80.00  |  Color $120.00 (production cost $30)

Full Page (8in x10.5in)
B&W $200.00  |  Color $300.00 (production cost $35)

Production costs only apply to new ads not submitted in PDF format, and 
to changes to existing ads that are more involved than

a minor copy change.

 
 
 
 

(740) 248-1176

(740) 852-1372
(614) 879-7626
(800) 222-1222
(800) 362-2764

(740) 852-1212
(740) 852-2972
(740) 852-9717
(740) 852-1854
(740) 852-1936

 

 
(800) 633-4700
(888) 544-4877
(888) 863-0032
(800) 617-4311
(740) 845-1284
(800) 828-8171

 

iNfoRMatioN aBoUt yoUR DRiNkiNG wateR
Fluoride 1.25 m/l – Sodium .25 m/l – Hardness 370 m/l – 28-30 grains

(All of the above are naturally occurring and nothing is added)
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BJ. Laney
My name is B.J. Laney and I am excited for the opportunity to run for the CLBoT elections. I am a life-long res-
ident of Choctaw Lake and my wife Emily and I are raising our four children as third-generation community 
members. As a family, we spend our time taking advantage of all the great activities at the lake and hope to help 
preserve and enhance the lake’s environment and amenities. I am a U.S. Army Veteran, served in leadership roles 
for Worthington Industries, and currently at Sutphen Corporation. I am a proponent of change while maintaining 
the integrity of a business, its culture, and the community it serves. My professional experience in project manage-
ment and budgeting will complement the CLBoT. I am able to join the CLBoT and represent our fellow neighbors 
with passion, integrity, and without personal bias.

I submitted an application for candidacy for the CLBoT elections last year but my application was rejected. The 
current CLBoT held a special meeting without proper notice on December 7, 2021. At that meeting, and without 
me present, the CLBoT suspended my family’s lake membership privileges for six months, sought immediate re-
moval of our boat cover that was in compliance with the CLBoT’s directives, and instructed the attorneys for the 
CLPOA to threaten legal action against my family. The revocation of my membership privileges was used as a basis 
to reject my candidate application for the CLBoT election. These unprecedented actions by the current trustees 
forced my family to engage an attorney and file for emergency relief through the court system, which we received. 
The court issued a restraining order and entered a preliminary injunction preventing the CLBoT from taking any 
further action while the case was pending. Most recently, the judge ordered the CLBoT to hold an election and to 
allow me and others in my position to submit candidate applications.

My family should not have had to hire an attorney to protect our property and good standing at the lake. We as 
property owners should be able to trust that the CLBoT will competently and impartially enforce the rules and reg-
ulations of the lake. We should feel confident that this enforcement will not be done in an arbitrary or capricious 
manner. Yet, that cannot be said about the current CLBoT. The way the current CLBoT has operated has not only 
cost my family significant amounts of time, money, and peace of mind, but it has also cost each lake homeowner. 
The legal expense associated with the CLBoT’s actions is borne by each one of us and could have been avoided.

I believe in treating people like people and not pawns. My motives for joining the CLBoT are not personal or re-
lated only to my particular property. My desire to be a trustee has everything to do with maintaining a balance in 
the exercise of the CLBoT’s power and providing solid leadership for our community.

I am thrilled to be a candidate for election and would appreciate your vote.

BJ. Laney - Q & A

I am committed to providing as much information to property owners as we are able to do so and with 
complete transparency.  Open and consistent communication is key in a position responsible to serve and 
represent others.  

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

bj.laney@sutphencorp.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

BJ Laney

2023 Board of Trustee’s 
Election Candidates
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If elected I will return phone calls and emails without bias.  

I support shorter term limits if that means more residents are able to become elected and offer up their 
time and service to the community.  Fresh perspective is valuable.  It is great to see so much interest from 
the residents to join the CLPOA BoT and I hope the interest continues.  

I would identify the contentious issues that are driving the divide in the community and address head on.  It 
is important to provide our residents the information they desire and hold no secrets about how we operate 
and what our future plans are for the organization and community.  The residents will never ALL agree or be 
content with the decisions of the CLPOA BoT, but they will have the facts and data available that the 
organization used to make their decisions.  That is the transparency the community desires and needs. 

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

As a wake boat owner, I am responsible for my wake.  All other boat and watercraft owners who operate on 
Choctaw Lake, regardless of size or style, are equally responsible for their wakes in all areas of the lake.  I 
believe educating residents around the Wake Responsibly Campaign (www.wakeresponsibly.com) 
sponsored by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) would help our residents improve our 
environment and the boating experience for all.  The industry will continue to innovate with new sports and 
equipment.  We restrict and manage sizes of boats based on titles required to gain lake access stickers, this 
is clear and enforceable.  Titles and boat models do not indicate what is and is not a wake boat.  If we 
attempt to outlaw only wake boats, then what do we do with our residents that pack bladders of water or 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

As a wake boat owner, I am responsible for my wake.  All other boat and watercraft owners who operate on 
Choctaw Lake, regardless of size or style, are equally responsible for their wakes in all areas of the lake.  I 
believe educating residents around the Wake Responsibly Campaign (www.wakeresponsibly.com) 
sponsored by the Water Sports Industry Association (WSIA) would help our residents improve our 
environment and the boating experience for all.  The industry will continue to innovate with new sports and 
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issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
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*
lead in the back of their standard ski boats only to create the same wake for the sport of wake surfing and 
boarding?  The industry introduced pontoon platforms as wake boats over the past two seasons as well.  
Impulse and uninformed decisions create policies and processes that are unclear and difficult to manage.  I 
suggest we spend the time identifying the actual problem we are trying to solve and then work as a team 
and community to develop possible solutions.

Yes

Lake Water Quality and Land/Facility & Long-Range Planning 

I have not served on the CLPOA BoT but believe notice of 1-3 days must be provided to residents with an 
agenda and procedures for the meeting.  

I am a life-long resident, my family are frequent users of the lake and other amenities of the community, and 
I would like to serve our residents as a trustee for the CLPOA.  I am a proven leader with a history of 
success in change management.  I openly communicate with transparency and share as much information 
as I have available.  I treat people like people, I am respectful, professional, and always truthful.  I believe I 
can help to restore more of the comradery and good nature we all enjoy as residents of Choctaw Lake.      

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*
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I am a proven leader and professional.  I dedicate my life to serving others and believe in open, honest, and 
consistent communication.  I am experienced in change management, purchasing, project management, 
organizational restructuring, strategy and innovation, and fiscal responsibility for large organizations.  I have 
a genuine care for people and believe my skills and experience will complement and enhance the CLPOA 
BoT.  

The CLPOA BoT is responsible to: ensure compliance of the community's governing documents, set the 
strategy for the community's health and well-being, and fiscally responsible execute the strategy in support 
of the community's goals without prejudice or personal gain. 

I do not own a business or plan to open a business that contracts with the CLPOA or our residents.  As a 
member of the CLPOA BoT we must always act in the best interest of our residents and community 
regardless of the outcome of our own personal gains or agendas.  If it makes sense financially or for the 
quality and type of work for our community to engage in business with an active trustee from the CLPOA 
BoT then we should.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*
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suggest we spend the time identifying the actual problem we are trying to solve and then work as a team 
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I am a life-long resident, my family are frequent users of the lake and other amenities of the community, and 
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success in change management.  I openly communicate with transparency and share as much information 
as I have available.  I treat people like people, I am respectful, professional, and always truthful.  I believe I 
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How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

The rules are the rules and no one resident, or Trustee of the CLPOA Board, is allowed to operate outside 
the bounds of the CLPOA deed restrictions, covenants, and/or constitution and rules and regulations.  There 
is a process in place for residents to request a variance to an existing rule and it should only be in a very 
special and justifiable circumstance these variances are allowed.  If the BoT find themselves granting 
variances to a rule(s) on a regular basis, then that particular rule should be evaluated for modification.  If we 
are always going to approve a variance, then the policy should be updated to include the reasons that allow 
for the approval.      

I do not have any current needs as a property owner that warrant proposing an amendment to the CLPOA 
documents.  

I am highly capable of understanding and enforcing the CLPOA governing documents for our residents.  I 
am also capable and committed to upholding the CLPOA documents without bias or a personal agenda.  I 
am not currently and have not in my history as a resident operated outside of the bounds of the CLPOA 
documents.  Lastly, I excel at communication and am confident in my ability to speak to a resident directly 
and professionally to better understand their position, digest and evaluate the facts and data, and then 
make the decision that best supports the CLPOA and then the resident.    

I am not currently and have not in my history as a resident operated outside of the bounds of the CLPOA 
documents.  My qualifications for leadership are intact, proven, and would enhance our community and 
culture.   

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *
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for the approval.      
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am also capable and committed to upholding the CLPOA documents without bias or a personal agenda.  I 
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documents.  Lastly, I excel at communication and am confident in my ability to speak to a resident directly 
and professionally to better understand their position, digest and evaluate the facts and data, and then 
make the decision that best supports the CLPOA and then the resident.    

I am not currently and have not in my history as a resident operated outside of the bounds of the CLPOA 
documents.  My qualifications for leadership are intact, proven, and would enhance our community and 
culture.   

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

I have a genuine care for my neighbors and respect their rights based on established CLPOA governing 
documents.  I am conscious of my own property and work to upkeep and present our grounds in a manner 
our neighbors are fond of and pleasing to the community.  I dislike property features and aesthetics 
throughout our neighborhood, but my personal opinion is irrelevant as long as the property is in line with 
CLPOA governing documents.   

As a plaintiff, I do not have a financial interest, as in stand for profit, in the outcome of the ongoing 
litigation.  I only believe in doing and standing up for what is right. 

Our CLPOA governing documents are necessary to maintain good order in our community.  These governing 
documents were developed and evolved through amendments over time to continue to support the health 
and wellness of our community and its residents.  

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

 
 
 
It feels a bit awkward introducing myself to our 
community as my family has resided at Lake 
Choctaw for almost 30 years.  
 
I am Brian Killian, who most would recognize 
sailing the colorful Hobie Catamaran. You also 
may find me skiing and pontooning the shorelines 
with friends which follows my new favorite activity, 
Jetsurfing. There’s probably few who love the lake 
more than me.  
 
We are very blessed to have three generations of 
family at the lake. We are all active and share our 
talents as needed throughout the community. 

 
I have previously served on the building and beautification committees  and, until 
recently, been unable to run for and serve on the BOT due to other priorities with family, 
church and businesses. Now with more time and nearly 30 years of living at our lake, I 
would like to serve you on the BOT.  
 
As our community evolves, I will be open minded and common sense driven. I will stand 
firm on codes and restrictions that have been set by our predecessors and interpretive 
of what the intent was when those were written. Reading between the lines only find us 
in trouble. 
 
I’m not for big government, however there are a few rules and processes I would seek 
to modify. I’m involved with a few other private lakes who have adopted these and 
would like our BOT and community to consider them here.  
 
1. A property owner must be on board any powered watercraft during operation 

regardless of age. Guests may operate non-powered crafts  i.e. sailboat, 
paddleboard, kayaks 

2. The ticketing process should be more consistent on and off the water. I will work to  
resolve this issue in the property owners favor.  

3. All new visible fence requests would require a one-year application process. This 
will allow more time to explore any other viable solutions. 

 
These are only a few examples of areas I hope to improve our lake community to the 
benefit of all residents.  
 
-I feel we have the best lake manager we have had in the past 30 years. I will continue 
to support Mike and his efforts to maintain and improve our community.  
 

Brian Killian
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-My view on our current situation regarding lake structures is, I want the best aesthetics 
for beautiful waterfronts and desire to keep it as clear and visible as possible.  
 
Availability over the next few weeks 
-As many of you that know me, I’m generally available and very present in our 
community.  However, the recent compressed BOT election timeline is conflicting with a 
once in a lifetime sailing excursion that will take me away from the lake for much of the 
election process.  Communication while I’m away will be challenging.  I will try to 
respond to all questions timely but there may be delays and I apologize in advance.   
 
 
 
 Brian Killian - Q & A

Yes

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,

On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

jbkillian47@gmail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Brian Killian

Yes

Not Necessary, read our constitution Article IV

I don't the feel our community is divided. 

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
The Ski Club is conscious of boat wake technology and operations. The Ski Club offers advise and 
procedures to boat owners towing skiers/wakeboarders and surfers. They have done a very good job of 
educating boat owners and sharing respectful boat operation to others on the lake.  Much of this advise has 
been adopted by the CLPOA boating rules. 

We choose to live on the water and certain challenges come with this luxury. 

Let’s consider the changes of lakefronts over the past 25 years. We lakefront owners are required to 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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maintain our shorelines. Many of us have chosen to install ridged seawalls that are built of concrete, wood, 
plastic or lately more metal. By replacing our riprap or sand shorelines with vertical walls. We have created 
an unending bounce back of waves. I would encourage a buffer of riprap rock to be installed against new 
retaining walls. Buffer applicable where possible to not conflict with boat mooring.

 I don’t encourage the banning of current watercraft.

No

I will serve where best suited. 

Procedures are stated in our constitution Article III

My Bio defines my purpose.

My bio is sufficient. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

 I pledge to follow the rules and educate any objectors on how they can change the rules based on our 
community bylaws/rules. 

I currently do not have a business that would contract with the lake. If a conflict were to arise I would either 
recuse myself voting or commenting on the specific subject.

 I would either recuse myself voting or commenting on the specific subject.

I don't have an agenda that requires an amendment to any document.

This question doesn’t apply to me.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*
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This question doesn’t apply to me.

 I seek the best aesthetics for our waterfronts and desire to keep them as clear and visible as possible. 

No

As a property owner I try to abide by the HOA restrictions. Our restrictions are to keep our neighborhoods 
aesthetic and support property values. I'm glad they exist and are enforced!

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
Dan Moran

My name is Dan Moran, owner of One Source Lawn Care and Shore Restore. I have been in business since 2004. 
I have taken pride in keeping Choctaw Lakes residents’ homes and landscaping preserved and well maintained at 
the Lake. I have lived and been a part of the community here at Choctaw Lake for over forty years with my wife 

Amanda, who was also born and raised here at the Lake. We owned/ operated Dock Pizza for over three years, at 
which time we decided to focus on our family instead of that business. I remember the Wig Wam, the ski show, 
and fishing tournaments that were all testimonials to how special Choctaw Lake is to its residents’. As a fisher-

man myself, Choctaw Lake is where I discovered my love and hobby for fishing, something I now have passed to 
my boys to create more memories at the Lake. I know I would be a tremendous asset with my experience run-

ning two successful businesses over the years. My family and I want to give back to the place that has given us so 
much, as I run for the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees. The Lake has been a very special place for my family and 

I and feel that it is time for me to give back to the community that has given us so much.

Dinah Burns



16 17

Dinah Burns - Q & A

Each board member is required to sign a confidentiality agreement that prohibits a board member from 
answering questions individually regarding board business. If you have a question, I can direct you to the 
proper person. 

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form 
without submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide 
your email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses 
for your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,

On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

acorntiquesltd@gmail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Dinah Burns

I will. 

No. I do not think that two years is ample time for a person to be able to have an effective impact for 
positive change and to safeguard the assets of our community and provide some sense of continuity. 

Divisiveness, to one degree or another, I believe, is inherent in a community with as diverse a population, as 
we have. This is an issue that the board as a whole needs to address. One individual is not able to do that. 
As a board we must address those issues, not individually or singularly as a board member. I cannot act 
alone on behalf of the board in situation such as that.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

 As a former boat, owner, both of power boats and sailboats, l am acutely aware of the effects of powerboat 
induced wakes. In fairness to all parties involved, I feel that this needs to be addressed at length through 
the proper channels that our governing documents provide jointly with the CLPOA Bd. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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No

If elected, my willingness to serve, the community would be open to any committee that other board 
members feel that I would be an asset to. In my view, I think I could be beneficial to the communications, 
governing documents, and recreation committees. 

That is addressed in our constitution under article IV, Section 5 – Notice of Special Meetings of Trustees. It 
states that, “notice of any special meeting of the board of trustees shall be given to the trustees, at least 
two working days prior to the date of the meeting. The notices shall state the purpose for which the stated 
meeting is being called. Every reasonable attempt shall be made by the board of trustees to deliver. The 
notice to the members methods used may include, but not limited to electronic means, entrance, sign, or 
phone.”

 All aspects of the scope of duties that the board performs are important to me. As a resident and HOA 
member, I have seen the needs and wish to be proactive in addressing those needs to the best of my ability.

All of my job and volunteer experiences have dealt directly with people. In each capacity that I have served, 
communication, mediation, and problem-solving along with current and long-range planning skills have been 
necessary. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

If elected, I pledge to abide by our governing documents and to serve based on the CLPOA Deed 
Restrictions, Covenants, Constitution, and  Rules and Regulations without prejudice. 

Not applicable to me at this time. If there should be a time where I would have any interest in financial gain 
from my business, I would excuse myself from the board. 

If elected, I pledge to abide by our governing documents and to serve based on the CLPOA Deed 
Restrictions, Covenants, Constitution, and  Rules and Regulations without prejudice. 

Not applicable

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

Not applicable

Not applicable

I do empathize with them but will consider the merits of both sides of the situation before coming to a 
conclusion or voting. All the while, making sure that the best interests of our community are being served 
while working with my fellow board members and community members. 

I have none. 

I have been a member of the governing documents committee in the past. Since its original writing, done 
many years ago, there have been numerous changes to allow our community to move forward in a 
democratic fashion. We must keep in mind that any changes that are made are done by following the 
procedures already established and through the property owners approval. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
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Not applicable

Not applicable

I do empathize with them but will consider the merits of both sides of the situation before coming to a 
conclusion or voting. All the while, making sure that the best interests of our community are being served 
while working with my fellow board members and community members. 

I have none. 

I have been a member of the governing documents committee in the past. Since its original writing, done 
many years ago, there have been numerous changes to allow our community to move forward in a 
democratic fashion. We must keep in mind that any changes that are made are done by following the 
procedures already established and through the property owners approval. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

Greg Shepler

Greg Shepler - Q & A

Yes, of course.  I believe that transparency is very important for our community.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

madisonlanes@yahoo.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Greg Shepler

Yes, I pledge to do so.

Yes.  I also believe that any outgoing board member should be off the board for, at least two years before 
they are eligible to run again.

There are two sides to every story/problem.  There should always be at least one way to work out our 
differences agreeably.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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I agree, it is a problem and the lake is too small for these boats.  However, they are already here.  I feel that 
there should be a resolution passed that no new wake boats should be allowed and that the wake boats that 
are already here should be closely monitored to obey the strict guidelines.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

I agree, it is a problem and the lake is too small for these boats.  However, they are already here.  I feel that 
there should be a resolution passed that no new wake boats should be allowed and that the wake boats that 
are already here should be closely monitored to obey the strict guidelines.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

Yes, I pledge to do so.

Yes.  I also believe that any outgoing board member should be off the board for, at least two years before 
they are eligible to run again.

There are two sides to every story/problem.  There should always be at least one way to work out our 
differences agreeably.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

Yes.  However, if I am elected to the board I have to abstain from voting on any issues regarding this matter.

I will be available to sit on any committees.

By following Roberts Rules of Order.

That was already answered in my bio.  However, I will state again that I believe in the Choctaw Lake 
residents being able to have access to all available records, including financial.

As stated in my bio, I have lived at Choctaw Lake for over 30 years, I have been a local business owner for 
36 years, and I have raised two sons at Choctaw Lake.  I believe that I have the business acumen to help 
make Choctaw Lake a better environment for retirees as well as families to reside.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*
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I pledge, if elected, I will do my best to adhere to the current, and future, rules, regulations, codes, 
restrictions, and Constitution to the best of my ability without personal gain and/or prejudice.

As a current business owner, I cannot conceive of any instance that my business would have any conflict 
with any property owners at Choctaw Lake. 

I just answered that question above.

I have not had the need to amend any documents.

I believe that I have faithfully followed all the CLPOA documents.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

Answered above.

My neighbors' view of the lake is not blocked.  I have had numerous conversations with them and they are 
fine with it.

No.

I do not have any opposing opinion of any of the documents, codes, covenants, or Constitution.  There are 
no rules pertaining to boat covers.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
Hello neighbors! I am Karl Crook and I would like your consideration for a Trustee position on 
your board. My wife and I moved to Choctaw Lake over eleven years ago. I retired from the 
Honda companies in 2019 after 31.5 years. Most of my time with Honda was devoted to being a 
new model project leader with Honda Engineering but I also worked in manufacturing and 
product development. I earned a B.S.S. From Ohio University where my concentration of 
studies was in Business Administration and Industrial Engineering. I am also interested in the 
environment and nature; we have a tree farm and a personal orchard away from the lake. I was 
involved with Boy Scouts with Troop 859 in Hilliard, serving on the Troop Committee for eight 
years, with three years as Troop Committee Chairman. I served on the Parish Council for St. 
Charles Borromeo Church in South Charleston until we transferred to St. Patrick's in London. 
My time and training with Honda and Dr. Edward W. Deming shaped my personal and 
professional philosophies. Some of these philosophies are: Management is an action verb, not 
the people at the top of an org. chart. An organization needs leadership from the top, and the 
top leads with knowledge that comes with direct involvement of the operations to get an 
understanding of the actual situation. Strive to facilitate constant improvement; the worst 
reason for repeating a process is “because we have always done it that way.” The best leaders 
ask the best questions about who, what, where, when, why, how, and how many with the intent 
of stimulating active thinking to improving the status quo. Eighty percent of any job is planning 
and preparation. Value needs to be considered as well as cost. 
I am wanting to serve the community by participating with the lake's Board of Trustees because 
I believe it is important that we all be involved with operating our community. I now have the time 
to devote to being more involved with the lake operations. I believe our current board has done 
a fine job for our community, but I think it is important to regularly have new members in the 
board who can bring a fresh perspective, unique life experiences, and new energy to the 
organization. I am volunteering to participate with the lake operations with the intent of 
continuing to improve our community to keep this as a wonderful place to live and enjoy the 
benefits of Lake Life in our unique, beautiful, and convenient location. 

Karl Crook
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Hello neighbors! I am Karl Crook and I would like your consideration for a Trustee position on 
your board. My wife and I moved to Choctaw Lake over eleven years ago. I retired from the 
Honda companies in 2019 after 31.5 years. Most of my time with Honda was devoted to being a 
new model project leader with Honda Engineering but I also worked in manufacturing and 
product development. I earned a B.S.S. From Ohio University where my concentration of 
studies was in Business Administration and Industrial Engineering. I am also interested in the 
environment and nature; we have a tree farm and a personal orchard away from the lake. I was 
involved with Boy Scouts with Troop 859 in Hilliard, serving on the Troop Committee for eight 
years, with three years as Troop Committee Chairman. I served on the Parish Council for St. 
Charles Borromeo Church in South Charleston until we transferred to St. Patrick's in London. 
My time and training with Honda and Dr. Edward W. Deming shaped my personal and 
professional philosophies. Some of these philosophies are: Management is an action verb, not 
the people at the top of an org. chart. An organization needs leadership from the top, and the 
top leads with knowledge that comes with direct involvement of the operations to get an 
understanding of the actual situation. Strive to facilitate constant improvement; the worst 
reason for repeating a process is “because we have always done it that way.” The best leaders 
ask the best questions about who, what, where, when, why, how, and how many with the intent 
of stimulating active thinking to improving the status quo. Eighty percent of any job is planning 
and preparation. Value needs to be considered as well as cost. 
I am wanting to serve the community by participating with the lake's Board of Trustees because 
I believe it is important that we all be involved with operating our community. I now have the time 
to devote to being more involved with the lake operations. I believe our current board has done 
a fine job for our community, but I think it is important to regularly have new members in the 
board who can bring a fresh perspective, unique life experiences, and new energy to the 
organization. I am volunteering to participate with the lake operations with the intent of 
continuing to improve our community to keep this as a wonderful place to live and enjoy the 
benefits of Lake Life in our unique, beautiful, and convenient location. 

Karl Crook - Q & A

 I 100% support open communications and transparency of our lake's operations. I have seen some 
financial statements published in newsletters and shown at P.O. Meetings but then I look for this 
information on the lake website, I cannot find it. There is a section for “Property Owners Meeting Minutes” 
but the latest information is from November 2018. Looking at the BOT meeting minutes that are up to date 
on the website, there is stated that the treasurer submitted a report but the report is not included. Choctaw 
Utilities also makes a monthly report to the BOT but I could not find the presented report to be published 
with the minutes. I agree that this information should be available to the PO's. I would like to follow up with 
the board to find out if the information in available somewhere I can't find. If the information is not available, 
I would like to understand why and if it can be made available, possibly in the “Members” page that requires 
a log on for PO's to access. 

Yes. If elected, I will communicate with Property Owners without partiality or bias.

No. I think for a nine member board, the three year term is OK. Having 1/3 of the board up for election every 
year works well. This retains some experienced members while providing a reasonable opportunity for 
getting new members on a regular basis. The board should have an odd number of members to assure no 
tie votes. With a two year term, elections would need to be four members one year and five the next. I think 
three potential new members elected for three years is adequate. 

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

 I 100% support open communications and transparency of our lake's operations. I have seen some 
financial statements published in newsletters and shown at P.O. Meetings but then I look for this 
information on the lake website, I cannot find it. There is a section for “Property Owners Meeting Minutes” 
but the latest information is from November 2018. Looking at the BOT meeting minutes that are up to date 
on the website, there is stated that the treasurer submitted a report but the report is not included. Choctaw 
Utilities also makes a monthly report to the BOT but I could not find the presented report to be published 
with the minutes. I agree that this information should be available to the PO's. I would like to follow up with 
the board to find out if the information in available somewhere I can't find. If the information is not available, 
I would like to understand why and if it can be made available, possibly in the “Members” page that requires 
a log on for PO's to access. 

Yes. If elected, I will communicate with Property Owners without partiality or bias.

No. I think for a nine member board, the three year term is OK. Having 1/3 of the board up for election every 
year works well. This retains some experienced members while providing a reasonable opportunity for 
getting new members on a regular basis. The board should have an odd number of members to assure no 
tie votes. With a two year term, elections would need to be four members one year and five the next. I think 
three potential new members elected for three years is adequate. 

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

It has always been my personal belief that you attack a problem, not a person. Social media is a good place 
to post your opinions. Respond to others but keep it polite and concise. Avoid pointless arguing. When 
dealing with personal situations, it is easy to let emotions get involved when discussions should stick to 
facts. I also believe it is best to be calm and mindful in response to emotional or inflammatory statements. 
This should include board members and their spouses or members of their family unit. Social media can too 
easily turn into anti-social media and a discussion quickly degrade into mud slinging which drives people 
apart. We have seen this too much in the past week on Nextdoor. 
The lake leaders should be especially mindful to be factual and courteous in social media posts. If someone 
is being rude or making inflammatory comments, we should let them know they are being inappropriate and 
set a good example. We can all be the reminders to each other that it is best for everyone to treat everyone 
with respect. Almost everyone will have an opinion on every subject along with reasons they have chosen 
their opinion. An open forum is best for explaining these reasons. Rudeness and infighting will stifle 
intellectual exchange. 

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

This is a multi part question so I will respond with a multi part answer: 
First, I do not think it is feasible for the lake to restrict specific types of boats. Not all wake boats are 
created equal and banning them in the future, you yourself admit, will not fix the problem of the shore 
erosion or other damage created by some boats operated on the lake with wake enhancing devices. I also 
think it would be unfair to allow some residents to operate a type of boats while telling other residents that 
they cannot operate the exact same boat based on whatever factor. 
I understand that shoreline and sea walls can experience erosion from many factors including the wakes 
from boats . The lake rules say that you, as a property owner, are responsible for maintaining your shoreline. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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This is a multi part question so I will respond with a multi part answer: 
First, I do not think it is feasible for the lake to restrict specific types of boats. Not all wake boats are 
created equal and banning them in the future, you yourself admit, will not fix the problem of the shore 
erosion or other damage created by some boats operated on the lake with wake enhancing devices. I also 
think it would be unfair to allow some residents to operate a type of boats while telling other residents that 
they cannot operate the exact same boat based on whatever factor. 
I understand that shoreline and sea walls can experience erosion from many factors including the wakes 
from boats . The lake rules say that you, as a property owner, are responsible for maintaining your shoreline. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

(Choctaw Lake Property Owners Rules and Regulations: Section 18 C.) Another lake rule, thoughtfully 
included to protect the shoreline is that owners of boats with wake enhancing devices are responsible for 
any damage and / or injury caused by their wakes. (Choctaw Lake Property Owners Rules and Regulations: 
Section 17 H.) 
My opinion is that it is the property owners responsibility to protect their own shoreline. It is not one of the 
responsibility of the BOT.  It is imperative the PO's to thoroughly documented all of damage their property in 
incurring. It is the responsibility of the PO's to identify which boats are generating the damaging wakes. 
To build a case that your property is being damaged will take some time, effort, and technology but 
evidence must be gathered to prove beyond doubt what damage is being done and which boats are 
generating the damaging wakes. The property owners will need enough evidence to prove the extent of the 
damage and who is responsible. You might want to put up some web cams; one to record the lake and one 
to record the waves hitting your shoreline so it can be correlated what boats are generating the damaging 
wake. Also make sure there is some clear boat identification by documenting the lake sticker number. Make 
reports to the lake patrol and the sheriff of any safety concerns or violations and property damage as soon 
as  it occurs. Take pictures of your shoreline now for a baseline and pictures of the erosion as it gets worse. 
You state that your neighbor is also having shoreline damage. There are most likely other people 
experiencing the same problem. Make a post on Nextdoor and the lake Facebook group to identify other 
property owners who are having their property damaged. Form a group to coordinate and share monitoring 
responsibility and information. Multiple monitoring sights could provide more information. When you have 
some preliminary information, ask for a meeting with the boat owners and let them know what problems 
their wake is causing and the liability they may incur. If the problem continues, keep collecting data and 
escalate the authority. Hold the boat owners who are causing the damage responsible to their liability as the 
rules of the lake say they should be. 
Neither the BOT or the sheriff can build the case to address this problem but both should support the 
community members in seeking resolution. The information and evidence to even have a real understanding 
of the situation cannot come out of a meeting. This is a very important issue to our lake, which is the 
highlight of our community. Some of the boats that use the lake generate too much turbulence in relation to 
size of the lake to the detriment of all the residents. These boats cannot get far enough from our shoreline 
not to have the huge wakes they generate hit the lake edges at full force. Making the boat owners aware of 
the problem and the damage they are causing and coming up with a solution everyone can live with cannot 
be done by executive action alone. The aggrieved property owners will have to take the lead on these 
actions. 

No. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

(Choctaw Lake Property Owners Rules and Regulations: Section 18 C.) Another lake rule, thoughtfully 
included to protect the shoreline is that owners of boats with wake enhancing devices are responsible for 
any damage and / or injury caused by their wakes. (Choctaw Lake Property Owners Rules and Regulations: 
Section 17 H.) 
My opinion is that it is the property owners responsibility to protect their own shoreline. It is not one of the 
responsibility of the BOT.  It is imperative the PO's to thoroughly documented all of damage their property in 
incurring. It is the responsibility of the PO's to identify which boats are generating the damaging wakes. 
To build a case that your property is being damaged will take some time, effort, and technology but 
evidence must be gathered to prove beyond doubt what damage is being done and which boats are 
generating the damaging wakes. The property owners will need enough evidence to prove the extent of the 
damage and who is responsible. You might want to put up some web cams; one to record the lake and one 
to record the waves hitting your shoreline so it can be correlated what boats are generating the damaging 
wake. Also make sure there is some clear boat identification by documenting the lake sticker number. Make 
reports to the lake patrol and the sheriff of any safety concerns or violations and property damage as soon 
as  it occurs. Take pictures of your shoreline now for a baseline and pictures of the erosion as it gets worse. 
You state that your neighbor is also having shoreline damage. There are most likely other people 
experiencing the same problem. Make a post on Nextdoor and the lake Facebook group to identify other 
property owners who are having their property damaged. Form a group to coordinate and share monitoring 
responsibility and information. Multiple monitoring sights could provide more information. When you have 
some preliminary information, ask for a meeting with the boat owners and let them know what problems 
their wake is causing and the liability they may incur. If the problem continues, keep collecting data and 
escalate the authority. Hold the boat owners who are causing the damage responsible to their liability as the 
rules of the lake say they should be. 
Neither the BOT or the sheriff can build the case to address this problem but both should support the 
community members in seeking resolution. The information and evidence to even have a real understanding 
of the situation cannot come out of a meeting. This is a very important issue to our lake, which is the 
highlight of our community. Some of the boats that use the lake generate too much turbulence in relation to 
size of the lake to the detriment of all the residents. These boats cannot get far enough from our shoreline 
not to have the huge wakes they generate hit the lake edges at full force. Making the boat owners aware of 
the problem and the damage they are causing and coming up with a solution everyone can live with cannot 
be done by executive action alone. The aggrieved property owners will have to take the lead on these 
actions. 

No. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

I am most interested in becoming involved with the Lake Water Qualify Committee or the Communications 
committees. I am also very interested to find out more about the Walking Path Committee. I have interest in 
the Lake Drainage or the Patrol and Security Committees. 

The procedure for calling and announcing a special BOT meeting is detailed in the Lake Constitution in 
Article IV, Section 4 and 5. 

I decided I would run for the BOT at the last PO meeting that almost no one attended. My motivation for 
attending was to get an explanation of how in the fall of 2021, our community had so much surplus money 
that $0.5M could be spent for a walking path then, one year later, literally as the asphalt is being laid, all the 
resident's fees need to be increased because we don't have enough money for operations. Not enough 
property owners attended to even have a discussion so I did not get an answer. I do not think it is correct to 
complain without getting involved, so I am trying to get involved with the BOT. I would like to bring some 
new openness and energy to the BOT. 

I have years of experience with problem solving and decision making. I also believe that the BOT should 
seek the opinions of the community members more than the current and past boards have. Community 
involvement or participation has not been very large ever since I moved here. When something whips people 
up, like the water plant or this current “boat cover” brouhaha, people seem to have some interest but in 
general, but this interest quickly wains. I would like to use a voice on the board to try to improve 
communication and community involvement through information. I would like to see some sort of new 
residents information package; kind of an orientation presentation to let people know about the resources 
and rules for our community. I suggest the BOT use surveys to ask for opinions before making decisions. 
The BOT should ask for community input to listen to the voice of the PO's. I don't think this has happened 
very much in the past. I think this is an important area there there is opportunity for improvement; two way 
communication. 

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*
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committees. I am also very interested to find out more about the Walking Path Committee. I have interest in 
the Lake Drainage or the Patrol and Security Committees. 

The procedure for calling and announcing a special BOT meeting is detailed in the Lake Constitution in 
Article IV, Section 4 and 5. 
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that $0.5M could be spent for a walking path then, one year later, literally as the asphalt is being laid, all the 
resident's fees need to be increased because we don't have enough money for operations. Not enough 
property owners attended to even have a discussion so I did not get an answer. I do not think it is correct to 
complain without getting involved, so I am trying to get involved with the BOT. I would like to bring some 
new openness and energy to the BOT. 

I have years of experience with problem solving and decision making. I also believe that the BOT should 
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involvement or participation has not been very large ever since I moved here. When something whips people 
up, like the water plant or this current “boat cover” brouhaha, people seem to have some interest but in 
general, but this interest quickly wains. I would like to use a voice on the board to try to improve 
communication and community involvement through information. I would like to see some sort of new 
residents information package; kind of an orientation presentation to let people know about the resources 
and rules for our community. I suggest the BOT use surveys to ask for opinions before making decisions. 
The BOT should ask for community input to listen to the voice of the PO's. I don't think this has happened 
very much in the past. I think this is an important area there there is opportunity for improvement; two way 
communication. 

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.
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It is my opinion that the BOT should lead the community with strict adherence to the community 
constitution and rules as written. I am a textualist.; what is written is written. Rules are rules and they apply 
to all members equally. There will be occurrences and situations that may be outside of the scope of the 
current rules. This is OK. When change is needed, the lake rules should be updated. Until the rules are 
changed, they should be enforced as written. 

I am not associated, nor will I become associated with any business that contracts with the lake. 

It is important to apply our rules equally to all lake residents. It is especially important that BOT members 
follow these rules themselves and are not exploiting the position for their own gain, personal or financial. 

I have never had occasion to propose an amendment to the constitution or change a rule. 

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

It is my opinion that the BOT should lead the community with strict adherence to the community 
constitution and rules as written. I am a textualist.; what is written is written. Rules are rules and they apply 
to all members equally. There will be occurrences and situations that may be outside of the scope of the 
current rules. This is OK. When change is needed, the lake rules should be updated. Until the rules are 
changed, they should be enforced as written. 

I am not associated, nor will I become associated with any business that contracts with the lake. 

It is important to apply our rules equally to all lake residents. It is especially important that BOT members 
follow these rules themselves and are not exploiting the position for their own gain, personal or financial. 

I have never had occasion to propose an amendment to the constitution or change a rule. 

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

I have tried to know and follow the rules of our HOA. 

I have tried to know and follow the rules of our HOA. 

I should not be guessing or believing about my neighbors feelings when I can ask about their preferences. 
We should ask for actual community input on issues like this. 

No. 

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *
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I should not be guessing or believing about my neighbors feelings when I can ask about their preferences. 
We should ask for actual community input on issues like this. 

No. 

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

I believe our rules and regulation are thorough and overall are pretty adequate for assuring the well being of 
our community and residents. I do not believe our rules are perfect. We are currently experiencing a 
situation with the “boat covers” that may have exposed a loophole in the rules that should be closed but I 
would also want community input so I can have a broader perspective than just my own. The community 
volunteer members who are elected to the board should support the will of the community, not look to 
impose their own will or opinions on the community. To support the will of the community, one has to 
discover what it is. I am concerned that this election has become about one issue. I am concerned the 
election has become a power struggle. I am concerned that the law suit has gotten the current board to 
become defensive and caused some group-think. My personal opinion, based on reading the current rules 
and regulations, is that neither side has “absolute right” on their side and we should act like neighbors to 
work out the differences and fix only what needs fixed. I am a realist too. Not all differences can be worked 
out. That is why lawyers and the courts are a necessary part of our society but I have not gotten the 
impression that “working things out” has been given a serious try with this boat cover disagreement. I am 
not promising a resolution to the current dispute but I will bring some different, unbiased perspective to the 
organization. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
Ken Petry Ken Petry - Q & AKENDAL A. PETRY 

2574 Karok Drive 

I was born and raised in a farming community in Preble county, Ohio, in the house my father built. There 
I learned the values of hard work, helping your neighbors, spending your money wisely, doing what 
needs to be done regardless of how you feel, and getting an education. We raised most of our own food: 
a garden (how I hated hoeing those beans), chickens, milking the cows ( no matter how cold it was), and 
cleaning out the barn ( I know how to “shovel” it). I attended a small township school ( I graduated in a 
class of 19), played all the sports we had ( basketball, baseball, track, cross-country), played clarinet in 
the band (also the first drum major in the county), sang in choir, acted in school plays. I was very active 
in 4-H, including Jr. Leadership (was Fair King my junior year) and county band. I also exhibited rabbits 
and sheep at the county fair, as well as doing public speaking and several demonstrations. 

After HS graduation, I came to Ohio State University, eventually graduating with a BS in education, and 
became an English teacher. I also met my wife of 50 years at OSU and married her in 1969. After 
teaching a few years back home, I came to Columbus and began teaching in the Ohio Dept. Youth 
Services. I received my Masters in Education Administration In 1974 from Xavier University, and was 
promoted to HS Principal that same year. I served in that position, at 5 institutions, for 24 years, retiring 
from education in 1997. Since then I have worked part-time in retail and as a substitute teacher. I retired  
”finally”  when my wife and I moved here in Oct. 2013. 

After living in several houses in Columbus, in 1985 I moved to a “farmette” of 7 acres outside Hilliard. 
My daughter (born in 1973) and wife became infatuated with horses, and we soon accumulated several. 
We had a barn with 9 horse stalls, so we also ran a boarding barn for several years ( with the help of my 
daughter), until she went to college.  Although I love this community, I admit I miss the horses. 

I have come to love this community, for the feeling of “being in the country” while having great 
neighbors. Last year my friend and I purchased a pontoon boat. Our families have enjoyed being on the 
lake tremendously ( I also do a bit of fishing). 

Shortly after moving here ( Oct. 2013), I became interested in the governance of the community. After 
attending 21 BOT meetings (2014-2015), I felt that I had several skills and experience that could benefit 
the community, so I ran for the BOT in 2017 and was elected. I ran on the values of honesty, open 
communications, and fiscal responsibility. I believe I have lived up to those commitments.  

Since being elected to the BOT, a lot of improvements have happened. Roads paved, a new lake 
manager hired, improvements with our security ,  dredging finally completed, audit completed, 
remodeling of the lodge and Arrowhead, purchase of new equipment. I was also a strong advocate for a 
new water plant controlled by us, not the county. With the appointment of new Utility Directors, a new 
water plant was designed and is near completion. 

I have been an active Trustee, serving/chairing several committees during my 3 years on the Board. I  
served  as the Vice-President of the Board in 1918 

I would like to serve on the BOT board again because I do not like some of the decisions the BOT has 
recently made. AS a BOT member, perhaps I could influence the decisions made. Thank you for your 
vote. 

KENDAL A. PETRY 

2574 Karok Drive 

I was born and raised in a farming community in Preble county, Ohio, in the house my father built. There 
I learned the values of hard work, helping your neighbors, spending your money wisely, doing what 
needs to be done regardless of how you feel, and getting an education. We raised most of our own food: 
a garden (how I hated hoeing those beans), chickens, milking the cows ( no matter how cold it was), and 
cleaning out the barn ( I know how to “shovel” it). I attended a small township school ( I graduated in a 
class of 19), played all the sports we had ( basketball, baseball, track, cross-country), played clarinet in 
the band (also the first drum major in the county), sang in choir, acted in school plays. I was very active 
in 4-H, including Jr. Leadership (was Fair King my junior year) and county band. I also exhibited rabbits 
and sheep at the county fair, as well as doing public speaking and several demonstrations. 

After HS graduation, I came to Ohio State University, eventually graduating with a BS in education, and 
became an English teacher. I also met my wife of 50 years at OSU and married her in 1969. After 
teaching a few years back home, I came to Columbus and began teaching in the Ohio Dept. Youth 
Services. I received my Masters in Education Administration In 1974 from Xavier University, and was 
promoted to HS Principal that same year. I served in that position, at 5 institutions, for 24 years, retiring 
from education in 1997. Since then I have worked part-time in retail and as a substitute teacher. I retired  
”finally”  when my wife and I moved here in Oct. 2013. 

After living in several houses in Columbus, in 1985 I moved to a “farmette” of 7 acres outside Hilliard. 
My daughter (born in 1973) and wife became infatuated with horses, and we soon accumulated several. 
We had a barn with 9 horse stalls, so we also ran a boarding barn for several years ( with the help of my 
daughter), until she went to college.  Although I love this community, I admit I miss the horses. 

I have come to love this community, for the feeling of “being in the country” while having great 
neighbors. Last year my friend and I purchased a pontoon boat. Our families have enjoyed being on the 
lake tremendously ( I also do a bit of fishing). 

Shortly after moving here ( Oct. 2013), I became interested in the governance of the community. After 
attending 21 BOT meetings (2014-2015), I felt that I had several skills and experience that could benefit 
the community, so I ran for the BOT in 2017 and was elected. I ran on the values of honesty, open 
communications, and fiscal responsibility. I believe I have lived up to those commitments.  

Since being elected to the BOT, a lot of improvements have happened. Roads paved, a new lake 
manager hired, improvements with our security ,  dredging finally completed, audit completed, 
remodeling of the lodge and Arrowhead, purchase of new equipment. I was also a strong advocate for a 
new water plant controlled by us, not the county. With the appointment of new Utility Directors, a new 
water plant was designed and is near completion. 

I have been an active Trustee, serving/chairing several committees during my 3 years on the Board. I  
served  as the Vice-President of the Board in 1918 

I would like to serve on the BOT board again because I do not like some of the decisions the BOT has 
recently made. AS a BOT member, perhaps I could influence the decisions made. Thank you for your 
vote. 

I believe open communication is necessary for progress. I ran on this issue in 2016

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

4ponylad@sbcglobal.net

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Kendall Petry
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I always try to answer phone calls asap. I do not like texting, as my phone is a flip phone, and takes a lot of 
effort to type text. I can text, but would prefer phone conservation.

I think the three year term is fine, could live with two year term. The problem in past has sometimes getting 
enough people to run for the BOT.

I am always open to discussion of my beliefs/opinions, and available for such 24/7/365. I have not had 
such an experience here at Choctaw Lake. I do not want to hold such discussions on an open forum, but 
glad to discuss by phone/in person. The divisiveness here seems to be people holding different beliefs, and 
that is normal. I believe in the principle of democracy, where people can agree to disagree, respectfully.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

I and a friend own a pontoon boat, so do enjoy using the lake. I personally do not understand why a person 
needs a wakeboard; how does it improve boating? I favor not allowing wakeboards on the lake.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

I and a friend own a pontoon boat, so do enjoy using the lake. I personally do not understand why a person 
needs a wakeboard; how does it improve boating? I favor not allowing wakeboards on the lake.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

Not a plaintiff, but as a property owner here, indirectly a defendant.

Governing documents, dam roads drainage, personnel, long range planning

Our Constitution states how BOT meetings, special BOT meetings, community meetings are called. I follow 
those rules.

I was on the board previously, and feel I contributed to many improvements to our community, such as 
hiring new property manager, getting roads paved, an audit finally done, some drainage problems solved, job 
descriptions written for lake employees I also am not happy with some of the decisions our BOT has 
recently made and would like to be in a position to perhaps influence the decisions.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*
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Not a plaintiff, but as a property owner here, indirectly a defendant.

Governing documents, dam roads drainage, personnel, long range planning

Our Constitution states how BOT meetings, special BOT meetings, community meetings are called. I follow 
those rules.

I was on the board previously, and feel I contributed to many improvements to our community, such as 
hiring new property manager, getting roads paved, an audit finally done, some drainage problems solved, job 
descriptions written for lake employees I also am not happy with some of the decisions our BOT has 
recently made and would like to be in a position to perhaps influence the decisions.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

My previous board membership would help me in proceeding with community activities. AS a high school 
principal for 24 years, I had to deal with many different types of problems, and had to plan for future 
operations, as well as planning the budget for a school, all activities which our BOT also has to do. During 
my past years I have been a member of the Columbus collie  club, Franklin county 4-H horse council, Ohio 
Republican Glee Club, and National Pony Club. Each of them has added to my knowledge and experience. I 
know how an organization should operate efficiently and effectively. I am not reticent in presenting my 
knowledge when necessary, which honestly irritates people. But if I do not do so, and just be a follower, I do 
not believe that is why I am elected. I do believe in the principle of "the majority rules", and follow that 
principle .

I believe in following the rules, but will always speak out if I feel the Rules are outdated or wrong, then 
proceed to follow the Rules in getting them changed. I do ,not , unless ABSOLUTELY all other processes 
have been explored, want to hurt our community by pursuing legal processes. Util recently that option has 
not appeared. Do not believe this was necessary.

As I have never been a business owner, not sure how to answer this  I believe a business owner has the right 
to explore any opportunity, but must operate justly and morally.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

My previous board membership would help me in proceeding with community activities. AS a high school 
principal for 24 years, I had to deal with many different types of problems, and had to plan for future 
operations, as well as planning the budget for a school, all activities which our BOT also has to do. During 
my past years I have been a member of the Columbus collie  club, Franklin county 4-H horse council, Ohio 
Republican Glee Club, and National Pony Club. Each of them has added to my knowledge and experience. I 
know how an organization should operate efficiently and effectively. I am not reticent in presenting my 
knowledge when necessary, which honestly irritates people. But if I do not do so, and just be a follower, I do 
not believe that is why I am elected. I do believe in the principle of "the majority rules", and follow that 
principle .

I believe in following the rules, but will always speak out if I feel the Rules are outdated or wrong, then 
proceed to follow the Rules in getting them changed. I do ,not , unless ABSOLUTELY all other processes 
have been explored, want to hurt our community by pursuing legal processes. Util recently that option has 
not appeared. Do not believe this was necessary.

As I have never been a business owner, not sure how to answer this  I believe a business owner has the right 
to explore any opportunity, but must operate justly and morally.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

AS I previously stated, I believe in following the rules. All you have to do is KNOW the Rules, then it is easy to 
follow them. As a High School Principal, I had lots of Rules/Laws to follow, and was able to do so for 24 
years (when I retired).

Not sure what needs to be amended. To be honest, have not sat down with the intention of amending 
documents recently. Maybe a good idea to do so now. My wife was on documents committee for many 
years, and several amendments were considered. Some were passed, some not. I wil state that our 
Constitution needs to be amended to state the process for removing a board member, which is actually 
required by State law. However, such an amendment, when presented to our community, was voted down. 
So is our Constitution legal?

Since I am not aware I have not followed our governing documents. I can not answer this question.

See above answer.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *
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The rule about blocking a person's view of the lake was accepted for the purpose of allowing a person to 
enjoy the lake. I agree with this rule.  I believe this issue came up because a person complained that the 
installation did just that. I do not believe this installation increases the property value, but may decrease an 
adjoining property's value. I do empathize with the neighbors in this situation.

NO I do not. And as I do not live ON the lake, do not feel this will ever happen to me.

In general, I believe the documents are adequate for our community. I am open to changes if necessary.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 FormsMaggie Forster

Maggie Forster - Q & A

 
Background 
I graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from the Ohio State University.  
I am retired from a software company as a director, human resources specializing in employee relations. 
This position required a team player with excellent communication skills, both written and verbal, as well 
as skills in project management, decision making, negotiation customer service, budgeting, legal 
knowledge, and a positive attitude. 
 
Memberships and affiliations 
During employment I was a member of the Society for Human Resources Management and passed the 
Certified Professional exam. I also received my company’s Employee of the Month award. Prior to moving 
to the Lake, I was elected to the Board of Trustees in our neighborhood property owners association. 
 
Reason for desiring a board position 
My husband, Lynn, and I purchased our home at the Lake in 2008.  My past experiences have made me 
appreciate the importance of open communication between residents, lake management and the board of 
trustees. I would welcome the opportunity to give back to the community that has been such a wonderful 
place to live, and I believe I can add value to board given my background. I am asking for your vote so 
that I may have that opportunity. 
 
Involvement in Lake activities 
I have participated in Wednesday yoga classes, Pawnee Drive block parties, the Mah Jongg club, and 
July 4th activities. I have enjoyed lake amenities, and spending time with friends both on and off the water. 
 
 

Yes, I will. Transparency is very important because without it humans tend to make up things to fill in the 
blanks. Often when situations seem to get out of hand it is simply because of the lack of communication 
and/or a misunderstanding regarding intent or interpretation.  Financial statements for CLPOA and Choctaw 
Utilities are published regularly. On the other hand, one must remember that there are a few situations 
where transparency cannot prevail, e.g., personnel issues. If elected I pledge to follow all CLPOA documents 
regarding transparent and open communications. 

The very definition of open communications with property owners requires returning phone calls and emails 
without partiality or bias. If elected I pledge to do so. 

I believe the current term limit of 12 years (4 three-year terms) is too long. If elected I would work with board 
members and residents to reach a more reasonable period of service, thus enabling more residents to take 
part in decisions affecting our community. 

I believe that all residents want what is best for the community, and that lively debate is often the best way 
to reach common ground.  However, when that fails reaching back out to those who did not prevail is very 
important and I pledge to do that.   

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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I agree that wake boats have become an issue on the lake. If elected I would make addressing this issue a 
top priority. We rely on our Lake Patrol to manage activity on the water, but they do not patrol 24/7. Wake 
boat owners should be educated regarding their effects on other boaters and shorelines.  Requiring them to 
attend an informative meeting prior to receiving certification to use the lake is a possibly. Arming our lake 
patrol with guidelines specifically for wake boats, e.g., lower speed limits and distance to shore guidelines 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

is another possibly.  Also, I would support holding focus groups to gather more potential remedies 
regarding wake boat issues. 

 No 

Given my background I believe I could add value to the Governing Documents Committee, the Personnel 
Committee, and/or the Communications and Publications Committee. 

Per the Lake’s constitution, “Notice of any special meeting of the BOT shall be given at least two working 
days prior to the date of the meeting.  Every reasonable attempt shall be made by the BOT to deliver notice 
to the members. Methods used may include but are not limited to electronic means, entrance signs or 
phone.” This is how to properly call a special BOT meeting.  

It may sound corny, but I would like to do my part in sharing the responsibility to supervise and manage this 
wonderful community that I love. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

My education and experience of 20 years in Human Resources management will serve me well in 
addressing the often-complex issues facing our community.  I was often faced with situations that required 
logic, patience, sensitivity, business acumen, and non-biased solutions. My successful navigation of 
incredibly stressful situations has prepared me for BOT challenges. 

We have a Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and Deed Restrictions. These are posted on the 
Community's website. These documents reflect the wishes of the community. There are clear guidelines for 
amending the documents, which can be visited by members of the CLPOA.  I would govern based solely on 
these documents with an ever-open ear to the wishes of our residents. 

I am not a commercial or potential business owner, therefore, not personally burdened by such a situation. If 
a business conflicts with guidelines in the CLPOA documents the matter must be delt with by the BOT. I 
would support following the CLPOA documents and be open to reviewing proposed amendments that follow 
the proper set of guidelines. It is important that the result supports the will of the residents of the 
community. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*
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My education and experience of 20 years in Human Resources management will serve me well in 
addressing the often-complex issues facing our community.  I was often faced with situations that required 
logic, patience, sensitivity, business acumen, and non-biased solutions. My successful navigation of 
incredibly stressful situations has prepared me for BOT challenges. 

We have a Constitution, Rules and Regulations, and Deed Restrictions. These are posted on the 
Community's website. These documents reflect the wishes of the community. There are clear guidelines for 
amending the documents, which can be visited by members of the CLPOA.  I would govern based solely on 
these documents with an ever-open ear to the wishes of our residents. 

I am not a commercial or potential business owner, therefore, not personally burdened by such a situation. If 
a business conflicts with guidelines in the CLPOA documents the matter must be delt with by the BOT. I 
would support following the CLPOA documents and be open to reviewing proposed amendments that follow 
the proper set of guidelines. It is important that the result supports the will of the residents of the 
community. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

As I stated in answer to a previous question, I will govern based solely on the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations, and Deed Restrictions. My personal situation cannot and will not influence any decisions I 
make. You have my word on that. 

I have not proposed an amendment because I have been able to enjoy life at the Lake under the current 
CLPOA documents. 

I have followed all CLPOA documents, although I did receive a speeding ticket some ten years ago. 

I have followed all CLPOA documents. The only exception was a speeding ticket.  Although I felt the ticket 
was undeserved, I did pay the fine. 

I do empathize with those holding an opposing view, and I understand that holding such a view can be 
agonizing and stressful. If elected I pledge whenever possible to negotiate a mutually satisfying solution. 

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

As I stated in answer to a previous question, I will govern based solely on the Constitution, Rules and 
Regulations, and Deed Restrictions. My personal situation cannot and will not influence any decisions I 
make. You have my word on that. 

I have not proposed an amendment because I have been able to enjoy life at the Lake under the current 
CLPOA documents. 

I have followed all CLPOA documents, although I did receive a speeding ticket some ten years ago. 

I have followed all CLPOA documents. The only exception was a speeding ticket.  Although I felt the ticket 
was undeserved, I did pay the fine. 

I do empathize with those holding an opposing view, and I understand that holding such a view can be 
agonizing and stressful. If elected I pledge whenever possible to negotiate a mutually satisfying solution. 

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

No 

The CLPOA documents have been approved by the property owners.  Therefore, I am comfortable living with 
them in this beautiful community. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
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My name is Michael Dorne, and I am running for re-election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees.  My wife, Jill, and I moved to Choctaw Lake in July of 2017.  We have two daughters, 
both graduated from college in 2016 and 2017. 

I currently work at The Ohio State University (going on 10 years) as the Transportation 
Operations Manager for OSU and Wexner Medical Center.  I oversee multiple transportation 
platforms across campuses as well as the parking subsidy and multiple vendor 
contracts/concession agreements.   

My current and past work experience included working with multimillion dollar budgets, 
forecasting and operations management. While also working with startups to large major brand 
companies over the years with teams up to 350 people.   

While I have been on the board for the last 4 years, I still believe that I have valuable experience 
to bring to the BoT that will continue to help move Choctaw Lake forward with growth and 
prosperity. I still believe that all property owners should be given proper communications and all 
the pertinent information and facts available for review, to ensure their partnership with 
decisions made that directly affect them.  I believe that we have been very transparent over the 
last couple of years, then ever in the past.   

I will continue to bring leadership and expertise to help the board with tough decisions.  The goal 
of any board member should be to ensure trustees are interpreting the rules and regulations, 
governing documents and upholding them with all owners and as best as possible, per each 
situation.  If there are changes that need to be made to these documents, there are procedures to 
do this properly and with a vote. 

There have been numerous improvements over the last couple of years that have been attributed 
to the help and leadership of the community.  Many people have stepped up to volunteer, lead, 
support, research and help mold our community into one that has a value, unlike other nearby 
communities.  House values have apricated over the last couple of years, and one way this has 
happen is with the leadership of Mike Casimir and his team, along with the support of the Board 
and community.  This isn’t done with simply the nine board members, but with the community. 

My continued promise to you will be the willingness to be open, honest and ethical at all times.  
To expect to have all important information, facts and plan of actions for current and future 
issues, shared amongst all.  There is no reason to hide anything from the owners, as I would not 
want to have anything hidden from me.   

We all may not agree on everything, but if we can have open discussions, listen to both sides of 
table and make the best decision for the property owners, we can move forward and watch 
Choctaw Lake grow in COMMUNITY. 

 

Michael Dorne Michael Dorne - Q & A

As I have been on the board for 4 years, I ran with transparency as being a very important factor, as it was 
clear in the past this was not the case.  Since I have been on the board, I truly believe that we have done 
everything we can to ensure all property owners are aware of any items that are being discussed that 
included but not limited to , water plant replacement, Not for Profit for Choctaw Utilities as well as other day 
to day operations/projects that have occurred at Choctaw lake. 

 I think the best avenue for Property Owners to know what is happening monthly, is to come to the board 
meetings monthly.  This will layout what has occurred in the previous month, what is coming up and any 
items that may directly effect them.   Financials are available to review both in the Peace Pipe and within 
our offices. 

I always return calls or emails (prefer due to documentation) to any property owner.

If the Property owners wish to change all trustees to 2-year limits and this is approve, I would support the 
decisions of the owners.  I would also suggest a discussion on how many years, consecutively a property 
owner should be on the board.

With any concern, I believe the first steps would be to sit down and discuss both sides of the situation.  To 
listen and understand each side and look at the governing documents to help lead/prepare for a solution.   
Open communications is key to resolving any situation.  If both parties are in agreement to sit down and 
talk, I am for going in that direction, prior to going to any next level.

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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I would return back to our governing documents to help understand what is first allowed, take into 
consideration of those bring this topic to light and then looking at all angles to take to resolve.   I would 
always suggest that these type of discussions and request for changes be brought up to the property 
owners during the bi-annual meetings.  You can discuss these question and request a solution via quorum 
vote.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

No

I am currently serving on the Lake water quality committee and communications committees.  If re-elected I 
would like to continue to serve on these committees as well as the personal committee.

CLPOA, Constitution lays out the process to be followed for calling a special meeting. 

Section 5 - Notice of Special Meetings of Trustees Notice of any special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
shall be given to the Trustees at least two (2) working days prior to the date of the meeting, notices shall 
state the purpose for which the stated meeting is being called. Every reasonable attempt shall be made by 
the Board of Trustees to deliver the notice to the members. Methods used may include, but not limited to 
electronic means, entrance sign or phone. (Revised October 24, 2017). The attendance of a trustee at any 
meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of such meeting, except where a trustee attends a meeting for 
the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of business because the meeting is not lawfully called 
or convened.

To continue building on the success and prosperity of the community.  We have a great community that has 
grown in fold over the last 5 years that I have lived here.  With the leadership of Mike Casimir and the 
different boards, we have worked hard to take the steps to continued success.    

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

While currently working at Ohio State University and with previous employment, I have learned and continue 
to learn on leadership, development of skills, while working hard to improve the life of others around me.   I 
have experience in both management, financial and personnel leadership and mentoring.  I have always 
tried to learn from my mentors and coaches, while passing that information onto others to help benefit 
them as well. 

As I have learned from day one, we are elected to lead by example and within the confines of the governing 
documents.  As a trustee, you have to take aside any personal bias and ensure that what you are discussing 
and deciding on, will benefit the community and lake first and foremost, over any personal gain.   As I stated 
when I first ran, this is a business to run, and you run a business based on facts, data and experience.  

I currently do not do any business with Choctaw Lake, however if the potential should occur, I would simply 
step back from my trustee position, as it would be a conflict of interest to vote and/or make decisions on 
issues that could effect the lake and my personal/work gain.  You should always recuse yourself or resign if 
you plan on doing business with CLPOA, as it may not put that individual in a good light with the community. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*
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While currently working at Ohio State University and with previous employment, I have learned and continue 
to learn on leadership, development of skills, while working hard to improve the life of others around me.   I 
have experience in both management, financial and personnel leadership and mentoring.  I have always 
tried to learn from my mentors and coaches, while passing that information onto others to help benefit 
them as well. 

As I have learned from day one, we are elected to lead by example and within the confines of the governing 
documents.  As a trustee, you have to take aside any personal bias and ensure that what you are discussing 
and deciding on, will benefit the community and lake first and foremost, over any personal gain.   As I stated 
when I first ran, this is a business to run, and you run a business based on facts, data and experience.  

I currently do not do any business with Choctaw Lake, however if the potential should occur, I would simply 
step back from my trustee position, as it would be a conflict of interest to vote and/or make decisions on 
issues that could effect the lake and my personal/work gain.  You should always recuse yourself or resign if 
you plan on doing business with CLPOA, as it may not put that individual in a good light with the community. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

As I sit currently on the board, I have abided by all Governing documents and covenants, constitution and 
rules.  If there was ever a question, I have asked our Lake Manager to help with ensuring that the steps I 
have taken or would like to take are within the confines of those documents.  

I have not had any items that I have personally had to consider for the community to consider.  Within the 
time I have lived here, we have made changes to our home, landscape, decking and driveway all within the 
confines of the documents, that when we signed our closing documents, we agreed upon to follow.  

At this time and as stated on previous questions, I have followed  the CLPOA documents.  If I would have 
not followed them, I would have been given notice on the infractions from our Lake Manager.

See previous answer.

I truly have empathy for those neighbors whos views have been blocked that have been brought to my 
attention.  While this is currently in discussion and litigation, hopefully a resolution that is amicable to 
everyone will come through.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

As I sit currently on the board, I have abided by all Governing documents and covenants, constitution and 
rules.  If there was ever a question, I have asked our Lake Manager to help with ensuring that the steps I 
have taken or would like to take are within the confines of those documents.  

I have not had any items that I have personally had to consider for the community to consider.  Within the 
time I have lived here, we have made changes to our home, landscape, decking and driveway all within the 
confines of the documents, that when we signed our closing documents, we agreed upon to follow.  

At this time and as stated on previous questions, I have followed  the CLPOA documents.  If I would have 
not followed them, I would have been given notice on the infractions from our Lake Manager.

See previous answer.

I truly have empathy for those neighbors whos views have been blocked that have been brought to my 
attention.  While this is currently in discussion and litigation, hopefully a resolution that is amicable to 
everyone will come through.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

None.

While they provide the entire community a framework to work with, it is always a work in progress as the 
world continues to evolve.  Over the past five years, these documents have been modified to reflect current 
and future times, rather than 30 years ago.   The documents are a continual work in progress, with the 
property owners involved in growing and changing them.  

Property owners have the ability to request change, modification, addition and subtraction.  There are paths 
to take to do this properly and with direction from those documents. Everyone has a part to play in our 
community, we all have a voice. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
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Hello. My Name is Mike Thornhill. I am a native of Northeast Ohio, and a resident 
of Choctaw Lake for nearly 24 years. I fell in love with this lake community the 
first time I saw it. I believe in this community and the people who call it home. I 
am 54 years old and am married to my lovely wife Julia. I have raised four children 
here at the lake. 

 

My wife and I spend every possible day on the water during the boating season. 
We picnic on the water, often docking to pick up a pizza or taking the boat over to 
the summer concerts. My other leisure activities include growing Japanese bonsai 
trees, gardening and yardwork in the summer and watching the Browns, Bucks 
Bluejackets and Clippers. I am a past president of the Columbus Bonsai Society 
with my work displayed as part of the team at Franklin Park Conservatory. My 
personal collection was featured in Midwest Living magazine.  

 

I am a Lieutenant with the Columbus Division of Fire. I have nearly 23 years with 
the division, and nearly 30 years experience as a firefighter/paramedic. I have 
been an officer for the last 6 years, managing the day to day operations of a fire 
station and a staff of 6-10 firefighters. Additionally, I have training/coursework in 
public safety management, public sector law and accounting.  

 

I had never considered running for the Board until recently. I became frustrated 
as we have seen many single issue candidates pop up who intend only to serve 
their own interests rather than what is best for our community as whole. My 
years in the fire service have taught me the value of service over self in 
commitment to a common good. I believe strong, fair rules and process coupled 
with a voting process are important to serving all the families who make the lake 
their home. I believe in the strength of our governing documents. I believe there 
is a process in place to amend the rules. I do not believe we should elect any 
candidate to our governing board who is actively suing us. I believe I would be a 
great addition to our board because I am focused on the important long term 
goals of our community rather than campaigning to change a rule. 

Mike Thornhill Mike Thornhill - Q & A

Yes I will. Open and clear communication with residents regarding the governance of our community is vital 
to maintain the quality of life we enjoy here at Choctaw Lake. In regard to financial reports; all funds are 
property owners’ money and the board has a responsibility to demonstrate where and how their funds are 
being used.

Of course, as a member of the board you have a duty to serve the community as whole and individuals as 
well without bias or personal conflict.

No I would not. Currently the CLPOA Constitution sets the number of board members at 9 with 3 elected 
every two years. Any changes to the current system would require changes to our governing documents 
through community approval. There is always a balance between continuity of operations and fresh 
perspectives. All residents have the opportunity to serve on committees that report to the CLPOA board. 
These committees are regularly used to provide information and fresh perspectives to the Board.

CLPOA board members volunteer to serve the community as a whole and individual property owners at the 
same time. Undoubtedly this will result in some conflicts. It is the responsibility of both sides in a conflict to 
find a solution that minimizes divisiveness. At the end of the day we are all neighbors who live in an 
amazing community.

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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 Wake boats and any potential problems they create are already addressed in the Rules and Regulations #17 
letter H which governs “Wake Enhancing Devices”. Current rules and regulations should be followed or 
amended as necessary to ensure that property owners’ interests are protected. Allowing any watercraft or 
vehicle to be operated in a manner that causes a safety concern or property damage can not be permitted. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

No I am not.

I am interested in the Lake Drainage, Roads & Dam, Lake Water Quality, and Land/Facility & Long Range 
Planning. These committees have the most impact on the long range quality of life we enjoy here at 
Choctaw Lake.  

Article IV of the CLPOA Constitution answers this question. 

Section 5 - Notice of Special Meetings of Trustees Notice of any special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
shall be given to the Trustees at least two (2) working days prior to the date of the meeting, notices shall 
state the purpose for which the stated meeting is being called. Every reasonable attempt shall be made by 
the Board of Trustees to deliver the notice to the members. Methods used may include, but not limited to 
electronic means, entrance sign or phone. (Revised October 24, 2017). The attendance of a trustee at any 
meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice ofsuch meeting, except where a trustee attends a meeting for 
the express purpose of objecting to the transaction of business because the meeting is not lawfully called 
or convened.

I believe in community service, I believe that everyone should contribute as their circumstances in life allow. 
My life has slowed down now and I have the opportunity to serve.The CLPOA board should exist to serve the 
community and to ensure that the rules we have all agreed to are followed. When rules need to be changed 
there is a process that  needs to be followed. This community does not exist to serve the needs and wants 
of a selected few but rather the whole. If elected I will do my best to ensure our community respects the 
needs of ALL of our members. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*
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Since you have almost 400 responses to read, I will keep this brief. The hallmark of my job with Columbus 
Fire is sound decision making, often with great consequence and a limited amount of time to reach those 
decisions. I look forward to having the opportunity to make decisions for my community without the 
pressure of compressed time. My college coursework, as outlined in my biography,  has prepared me to 
function as an effective board member. My years serving on the board, both as a member and president of 
the Columbus Bonsai Society have helped me build the skills to work with others toward a common goal. 

This is simple, all of the governing documents our community has agreed to shall be followed. If a resident 
disagrees with a regulation or believes there is a need for a new rule, there is a process in place to make 
that happen which must be followed.  

I don't think this will ever be a problem for me. Unless the lake wants to hire a personal fire lieutenant, I don't 
see my business interests conflicting with lake governance.

I would recuse myself from any internal debate or vote in which I had I personal or financial interest.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

I have never needed to propose any changes to our governing documents. If I did, there is a process in 
place.

Non-applicable

Non-applicable

I believe the CLPOA has addressed protecting all residents' interests in the governing documents. Any 
changes made to your property and lakefront should ALWAYS take into consideration the effect it will have 
on your neighbors. This is necessary part of living in community.

NO, I do not.

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

The governing documents of our community, much like the governing documents of our country, are a living 
document which will require changes over time. Those changes, and the way we make them have been 
addressed in the creation of the documents,

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms



56 57

Rodney Williams 
1590 Itawamba Trail 
London, OH 43140 
 

BIO 

1. Background  

I possess over 20 years of Senior Management and leadership, simultaneously managing multiple 
facilities across the United States, developing and managing multimillion dollar budgets and P&Ls. In my 
most recent roles I have created, implemented, and sustained new standard operating procedures. I 
bring years of experience in process improvement, utilizing methodologies such as Six Sigma and 5S 
focused on continuous improvement of operation and business growth/objectives. I possess an BS in 
Information Technology with a minor in computer science and programing as well as a degree in 
Business with a minor in technology. 

My management style is relaxed, empowering, and highly approachable. Community members will 
know they are being heard, and that the decisions I make are made without letting emotions cloud my 
judgement. 

2. Memberships & Affiliations  

My affiliations would be Southern New Hampshire University Alumni, The National Honor Society (Alpha 
Sigma Lambda), The National Society of Leadership and Success 

3. Involvement in Choctaw Lake activities, committees, clubs, etc.  

Since my wife and I moved here in March, 2021, we did not jump into committees or clubs. Instead, we 
have spent our time meeting and spending time with our Choctaw Lake neighbors on the lake, at the 
music socials, and other festivities. I have been patiently waiting for an opportunity to get involved, and 
when the BoT election became available, I knew this was the perfect opportunity to utilize my passion 
for the community and business knowledge to make Choctaw Lake a desired neighborhood. A 
community where a family can purchase their first home, raise their families, and happily retire. A safe 
community where people don’t need to leave to engage in activities. I’m excited to not only bring my 
ideas, but to listen to the community on how they envision our neighborhood.   

4. Reason for desiring board position; any challenges facing the association, and how you would 
like to see them dealt with. 

I am a firm believer that just because something is working doesn’t mean there isn’t a better way of 
doing things. In comparison to the majority of our neighbors, we are new to the community, living here 
for almost 2 years; however, that is a good thing. The Choctaw Lake BoT needs new blood and fresh 
perspective, I am that person. In our couple years of living here, we have met many good people. 
Unfortunately, we have also been disappointed with the unnecessary petty drama and bickering among 
some residents. I would like to bring a sense of pride and inclusiveness back to our community. Since I 
am relatively new to the community, I do not have the history and preconceived ideas that the long-
term residents possess. This provides me with an advantage of a clean slate where I can listen to the 
residents and represent them impartially on the BoT while using my skills and extensive business 
background.  

Rodney Williams Rodney Williams - Q & A
Rodney Williams 
1590 Itawamba Trail 
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know they are being heard, and that the decisions I make are made without letting emotions cloud my 
judgement. 
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My affiliations would be Southern New Hampshire University Alumni, The National Honor Society (Alpha 
Sigma Lambda), The National Society of Leadership and Success 

3. Involvement in Choctaw Lake activities, committees, clubs, etc.  

Since my wife and I moved here in March, 2021, we did not jump into committees or clubs. Instead, we 
have spent our time meeting and spending time with our Choctaw Lake neighbors on the lake, at the 
music socials, and other festivities. I have been patiently waiting for an opportunity to get involved, and 
when the BoT election became available, I knew this was the perfect opportunity to utilize my passion 
for the community and business knowledge to make Choctaw Lake a desired neighborhood. A 
community where a family can purchase their first home, raise their families, and happily retire. A safe 
community where people don’t need to leave to engage in activities. I’m excited to not only bring my 
ideas, but to listen to the community on how they envision our neighborhood.   

4. Reason for desiring board position; any challenges facing the association, and how you would 
like to see them dealt with. 

I am a firm believer that just because something is working doesn’t mean there isn’t a better way of 
doing things. In comparison to the majority of our neighbors, we are new to the community, living here 
for almost 2 years; however, that is a good thing. The Choctaw Lake BoT needs new blood and fresh 
perspective, I am that person. In our couple years of living here, we have met many good people. 
Unfortunately, we have also been disappointed with the unnecessary petty drama and bickering among 
some residents. I would like to bring a sense of pride and inclusiveness back to our community. Since I 
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Since my wife and I moved here in March, 2021, we did not jump into committees or clubs. Instead, we 
have spent our time meeting and spending time with our Choctaw Lake neighbors on the lake, at the 
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The only way to be is open, honest, and transparent. Nothing will ever be personal, and there is no reason 
not to be open, honest, and transparent. If elected, I will represent the voice of our property owners honestly 
and fairly.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

r071@live.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Rodney Williams

I would gladly provide my cell number (614.517.3176) and personal email (r071@live.com) for anyone who 
would like to talk. If I do not answer, I will return the call or answer the email. I do not have any biases 
towards anyone and will always remain impartial. Having lived at the lake a few years, I do not have the 
historical prejudices, biases, and personal agendas other candidates may possess.

In Article IV of the Choctaw Lake Constitution, it states of the term for a trustee is set for three years. If the 
community wants to change this to a two-year term, then I would support the community. I do know from 
experience some projects may take longer than 2 years and changing members mid-project, could be 
disruptive to ongoing initiatives.

First, I have never had a disagreement with anyone at the lake, nor have I participated or sided with any 
group or behaviors. I think to repair some of the divisions here at the lake it is critical that the members of 
the board keep an open mind, maintain consistent communication and neutrality, and understand that 
disgruntled neighbors do not just affect those directly involved it can spread through the entire community.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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I can see how that would be extremely scary! My wife and I have a pontoon boat and do not have a wake 
boat; however, I think there needs to be more data to effectively measure the impact to the shorelines, my 
wife always says, “Without data it’s just an opinion”. If the wake boats are truly causing damage to the 
shorelines and jeopardizing the safety of other boaters, then we (BoT) propose ideas and potential solution 
and let the community vote.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

I am not plaintiff in this case or any other.

We currently do not have a committee designated primarily for technology. My BS degree is in Information 
Technology with a minor in Computer Science. My skills would be best utilized on a technology committee 
or a committee that could utilize my technology skills.

The President, Board of Trustees or seventy-five (75) or more of the full voting members in good standing 
may call a special meeting of the members. Members shall submit a petition with at least 75 signatures a 
minimum of five (5) working days prior to the date of the event. The CLPOA office will verify that at least 
seventy-five (75) of the members calling the meeting are in good standing.

I am a firm believer that just because something is working doesn’t mean there isn’t a better way of doing 
things. In comparison to the majority of our neighbors, we are new to the community, living here for almost 
2 years; however, that is a good thing. The Choctaw Lake BoT needs new blood and fresh perspective, I am 
that person. In our couple years of living here, we have met many good people. Unfortunately, we have also 
been disappointed with the unnecessary petty drama and bickering among some residents. I would like to 
bring a sense of pride and inclusiveness back to our community. Since I am relatively new to the community, 
I do not have the history and preconceived ideas that the long-term residents possess. This provides me 
with an advantage of a clean slate where I can listen to the residents and represent them impartially on the 
BoT while using my skills and extensive business background.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*
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 I possess over 20 years of Senior Management and leadership, simultaneously managing multiple facilities 
across the United States, developing and managing multimillion dollar budgets and P&Ls. In my most recent 
roles I have created, implemented, and sustained new standard operating procedures. I bring years of 
experience in process improvement, utilizing methodologies such as Six Sigma and 5S focused on 
continuous improvement of operation and business growth/objectives.

My management style is relaxed, empowering, and highly approachable. Community members will know 
they are being heard, and that the decisions I make are fair, consistent, and made without letting emotions 
cloud my judgement.

As a Board of Trustees member, it would be my responsibility to uphold the CLPOA Constitution and Rules 
and Regulations. This is a responsibility I would take seriously and uphold without fail or prejudice.

I do not own my own business, nor do I have and contracts with CLPOA or any property owners.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

I do not have any personal or financial gains by becoming a member of our Board of Trustees. I do not have 
any conflicts, personal or financial, that would interfere with my duties to uphold our governing documents.

I have not had any reason to request an amendment.

I have always followed all the rules for a resident as explained in the constitution. My rights have never been 
removed and I have always been in “good” standing.

 I have always followed all the rules for a resident as explained in the constitution. My rights have never 
been removed and I have always been in “good” standing.

As a Board of Trustees member, it would be my duty to listen to everyone and maintain a neutral position. 
We need to make sure that when making decisions, the interest of the community is the highest priority. 
Everyone has a right to speak and should be afforded the opportunity to be heard.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

I do not have any personal or financial gains by becoming a member of our Board of Trustees. I do not have 
any conflicts, personal or financial, that would interfere with my duties to uphold our governing documents.

I have not had any reason to request an amendment.

I have always followed all the rules for a resident as explained in the constitution. My rights have never been 
removed and I have always been in “good” standing.

 I have always followed all the rules for a resident as explained in the constitution. My rights have never 
been removed and I have always been in “good” standing.

As a Board of Trustees member, it would be my duty to listen to everyone and maintain a neutral position. 
We need to make sure that when making decisions, the interest of the community is the highest priority. 
Everyone has a right to speak and should be afforded the opportunity to be heard.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

I do not have any direct financial interest, since I am not involved in the litigation; however, every resident is 
affected by this dispute. This is not only financially impacting the funds in the CLPOA treasury, but also 
affecting the morale of the community turning neighbors against neighbors. This needs to be resolved as 
soon as possible.

The CLPOA documents are in place for the protection of our community, our property values, and are in 
place for what homeowners can and can’t do. That being said, times change, and the community should 
have a say on the rules they are expected to abide by. The CLPOA documents should be reviewed 
periodically to make sure the community voice is continuing to be represented.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
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I do not have any direct financial interest, since I am not involved in the litigation; however, every resident is 
affected by this dispute. This is not only financially impacting the funds in the CLPOA treasury, but also 
affecting the morale of the community turning neighbors against neighbors. This needs to be resolved as 
soon as possible.

The CLPOA documents are in place for the protection of our community, our property values, and are in 
place for what homeowners can and can’t do. That being said, times change, and the community should 
have a say on the rules they are expected to abide by. The CLPOA documents should be reviewed 
periodically to make sure the community voice is continuing to be represented.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
Ron Poe

Ron Poe - Q & A

 

 To: Choctaw Lake Nomination Committee 

 From: Ron A. Poe 1879 Shoshone Drive 

 Subject: Bio 

 

It’s my pleasure to introduce myself to our community my name is Ron Poe, my wife (Sheryl) 
and I have lived at Choctaw Lake since August of 2016. Our first five years of being at Choctaw 
Lake we lived on the East side; we have been in our current home on the Westside of the lake 
since August of 2021. We absolutely love living at the lake and we take full advantage of 
everything lake living has to offer from golf carting, pontoon rides, Wave runner riding, 
swimming, and enjoying the summer concert series and spending timer with our friends. 

Professional Career:  I started out at an entry level position, over the course of 28 years, 
through hard work and dedication I was promoted several times working my way through the 
ranks. From 2002 until 2016 I held the position of Operations Manager in the manufacturing 
process of railroad car undercarriage and coupling components and supported the offshore 
mining, drilling and ground engagement value stream. During this time my team and I filed for 
four patent applications, all were accepted and approved (see below). I also sat on the board 
for the Central Ohio Chapter of the American Foundrymen’s Society.  

1) Bearing housing apparatus and method 

2) Railcar truck bolster side bearing mounting pad milling machine and method 

3) Traction pins for railway cars 

4) Cast steel composition for railway components 

Since June of 2016 I have been the VP of Operations for an Aerospace Certified Company that 
supports the following business segments, Aerospace, Military and Defense contracts We 
provide materials to companies such as Space X, Raytheon, and Northrop Grumman. 

My reason for running for the board is as follows 

1) To be consistent regarding the cosmetic and aesthetics of the lake property in its entirety. 
2) To work with and support our community to the best of my ability. 
3) To have open and honest conversations with folks.  
4) To represent the folks who live at Choctaw Lake that have the same desire and passion to 

make Choctaw Lake the absolute best that it can be. 

 

 

 

 

Yes, I will be transparent, I believe this information is already available to homeowners

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

ron72poe@gmail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Ron Poe

Yes, I will respond promptly acknowledging that I have received the email or call. Then I will take the 
required amount of time to do my due diligence before providing an answer 

In my opinion the terms that are in place now are very adequate and names and faces change every two or 
three years depending. At that time, any homeowner in good standing is able to run for any of the open 
positions.

Having open and honest conversations, even on difficult situations is the only way to achieve resolution. 
Anything that can be done to avoid any type of litigation or confrontation is Paramount. I personally have 
not had any disagreements but, should a disagreement take place I'm not too proud to reach out. At the end 
of the day, we are all parents, son's, daughters, kids and some of you are lucky enough to be called 
grandparents or great grandparents, we have to realize that Life is too short to have such bitterness and 
resentment. You do not have to have the people you have had disagreements with over for dinner, but you 
can surely be cordial. 

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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First of all, I'm sorry to hear about the incident that you described above and I'm sure it was unsettling. In 
my opinion we cannot discriminate against the folks that already have a wake boat. In section 17 Item H of 
the CLPOA Rules and regulations it does spell out about the wake enhancing boats. I did notice the 
language only says the use of "good Judgement" of keeping significant distance from shoreline and other 
boaters. Maybe we need to be more specific in the distance and exact location of acceptable use. This 
could definitely be a topic for discussion once the election is complete and the board is established. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

No, I'm not

CLPOA

Based on previous experience I have used Roberts Rules as the typical guideline for calling a special 
meeting, Written notice must be sent out with a specific time date and topic for the Special Meeting. The 
delivery of this Special meeting can take place in many ways depending on the by-laws.

 I have experience with contract negotiations for union and non-union environments and being able to find 
amicable solutions, is and has been a large part of my professional career. I truly love this lake and what it 
has to offer. I think a changing of the guard is a good thing in order to bring new ideas and different 
perspective to the table.

I hope my bio clearly explains my previous experience and what I have done in my professional career. As 
far as volunteer services, my wife and I have been a volunteer at our previous church for many years. I have 
volunteered in the hospitality department, first impressions, lead the security team, involved with 
Community Outreach Ministry of Ohio. I sat on the Central Ohio Chapter of AFS board

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*
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The goal for me is to be transparent, responsive and manage with effectiveness and efficiency while 
protecting the integrity of the of the Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association rules and regulations and 
to achieve an outcome that is sustainable while relying on the Rules, Regulations and available Resources 
equaling long terms results.

I'm not a current or potential business owner that will have any contracts with Choctaw Lake or property 
owners. My ethical position is this: 
should this type of situation arise to another board member that stands to gain financially from contracting 
with CLPOA and or property owners and a vote is required, the board member should recuse themselves, 
this recusal should be documented for any future potential conflict of interest prior to the vote due to the 
potential backlash and to protect the integrity of the boards position.

I'm not a current or potential business owner that will have any contracts with Choctaw Lake or property 
owners. 
should this type of situation arise to another board member that stands to gain financially from contracting 
with CLPOA and or property owners and a vote is required, the board member should recuse themselves, 
this recusal should be documented for any future potential conflict of interest prior to the vote due to the 
potential backlash and to protect the integrity of the boards position.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

I'm now finding out the areas of concern for the community that have the potential for consideration.

I Believe I'm qualified to uphold the rules and requirements and I do follow them.  

I follow the documents

I have done nothing to impede the view of the lake for my neighbors

absolutely not

For the most part the CLPOA documents for the building code, covenants and constitution are solid but I 
believe we have some language that will need amended very soon. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*
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Scott Cosgrove

Scott Cosgrove - Q & A

My name is Scott Cosgrove, and it is a privilege to run for the Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association and represent the interests of homeowners at the 
lake.  I have been a resident of Choctaw Lake since 2000. Over the past 22 years, 
my wife Kris and I have enjoyed raising our two children within the lake 
community and now we are grandparents of a wonderful little boy. A few of my 
personal interests that I share with friends from the community include barefoot 
skiing, hunting, fishing, and golf.  
 
I am currently the president of a metal fabrication business which I founded in 
1997 in Columbus, Ohio. I have served as a trustee on our apprenticeship board 
and a current member of our contractor’s association. Should I be elected to the 
Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, I believe my experience running my own 
business, budgeting for that business, and my extensive background in the 
construction industry would be an asset to our lake community.  
 
I recognize that serving on the Board of Trustees is just that – a service. It is 
important to me that our elected trustees serve the community as a whole, and 
not anyone’s individual interests. I know from personal experience what can 
happen when elected trustees use their positions of power to advance personal 
agendas or unfairly target and punish individual homeowners. If elected, my goal 
is to ensure that the Board of Trustees operates in a transparent and fair manner, 
and in a way that puts the interests of all homeowners and their properties above 
the interests of a select few. With this goal in mind, I hope to help Choctaw Lake 
continue to grow for future generations of families and remain a place we are all 
proud to call home.   
 
 

Yes, I believe transparency is crucial to ensuring all property owners have the information and knowledge 
required to make the decisions/choices that best serve our community.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

scott@mrsindustrial.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Scott Cosgrove

Yes, all property owners deserve to receive impartial, unbiased communication in a timely manner.

Yes, fresh perspectives and ideas are key to community growth.

Board members are elected to serve the community as a whole, not just those who agree with us. An 
honest, open, respectful dialogue is always beneficial to understanding both sides of a discussion and is 
vital to compromise.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

I would suggest first forming a committee to research and better understand/identify the current and future 
concerns posed by wake related issues within the community. That information can then be utilized to 
propose an acceptable solution for all parties.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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I would suggest first forming a committee to research and better understand/identify the current and future 
concerns posed by wake related issues within the community. That information can then be utilized to 
propose an acceptable solution for all parties.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

Yes 

Water quality and long range planning. A healthy lake and dam are essential to the sustainability of our 
community. I would also like to see street lighting implementation to provide additional safety and security 
with well lit areas within the community.

Per Article III, Section 2 of the CLPOA Constitution:

"The President, Board of Trustees or seventy-five (75) or more of the full voting members in good standing 
may call a special
meeting of the members. Members shall submit a petition with at least 75 signatures a minimum of five (5) 
working days prior to
the date of the event. The CLPOA office will verify that at least seventy-five (75) of the members calling the 
meeting are in good
standing. (Revised October 24, 2017)"

As touched upon in a previous question, I believe that fresh perspectives and ideas are fundamental to 
community growth. As a lake resident for 22 years, I have seen both the highs and lows of lake leadership 
and the impact each can have on our community. As a trustee, I want to bring a common sense approach 
back to the board and create the positive change required to ensure Choctaw Lake remains a place we're all 
proud to call home for years to come.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Yes 

Water quality and long range planning. A healthy lake and dam are essential to the sustainability of our 
community. I would also like to see street lighting implementation to provide additional safety and security 
with well lit areas within the community.

Per Article III, Section 2 of the CLPOA Constitution:

"The President, Board of Trustees or seventy-five (75) or more of the full voting members in good standing 
may call a special
meeting of the members. Members shall submit a petition with at least 75 signatures a minimum of five (5) 
working days prior to
the date of the event. The CLPOA office will verify that at least seventy-five (75) of the members calling the 
meeting are in good
standing. (Revised October 24, 2017)"

As touched upon in a previous question, I believe that fresh perspectives and ideas are fundamental to 
community growth. As a lake resident for 22 years, I have seen both the highs and lows of lake leadership 
and the impact each can have on our community. As a trustee, I want to bring a common sense approach 
back to the board and create the positive change required to ensure Choctaw Lake remains a place we're all 
proud to call home for years to come.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Yes 

Water quality and long range planning. A healthy lake and dam are essential to the sustainability of our 
community. I would also like to see street lighting implementation to provide additional safety and security 
with well lit areas within the community.

Per Article III, Section 2 of the CLPOA Constitution:

"The President, Board of Trustees or seventy-five (75) or more of the full voting members in good standing 
may call a special
meeting of the members. Members shall submit a petition with at least 75 signatures a minimum of five (5) 
working days prior to
the date of the event. The CLPOA office will verify that at least seventy-five (75) of the members calling the 
meeting are in good
standing. (Revised October 24, 2017)"

As touched upon in a previous question, I believe that fresh perspectives and ideas are fundamental to 
community growth. As a lake resident for 22 years, I have seen both the highs and lows of lake leadership 
and the impact each can have on our community. As a trustee, I want to bring a common sense approach 
back to the board and create the positive change required to ensure Choctaw Lake remains a place we're all 
proud to call home for years to come.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

As a business owner of a metal fabrication company since 1997, I have 25+ years of experience in a 
multitude of aspects that I believe can be a valuable asset to our community. From financial (accounting, 
budgets, contracts), to customer relations, to construction related tasks (design/build, scheduling, 
coordination), I feel there are many duties in my day to day operations that translate well with the 
responsibilities of a successful lake trustee. I am also a current member of the Somerford Township zoning 
board with responsibilities including planning, maintaining and oversight of property zoning within the 
township.

As a Choctaw Lake trustee, I will uphold the Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association 
Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and personal gain.

Any votes involving a conflict of interest, whether personal or financial, should be abstained by the 
trustee(s) in question. Should there be a vote where I have a personal or financial conflict of interest, I will 
abstain.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*
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Any votes involving a conflict of interest, whether personal or financial, should be abstained by the 
trustee(s) in question. Should there be a vote where I have a personal or financial conflict of interest, I will 
abstain.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. There are no 
articles in the documents as written to propose amendment to.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed. As for qualifications, I have 25+ years of 
leadership as a business owner which has provided me with experience in a multitude of various roles (as 
detailed in a previous response) that I believe would be an asset to our community and it's growth into the 
future.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

Any votes involving a conflict of interest, whether personal or financial, should be abstained by the 
trustee(s) in question. Should there be a vote where I have a personal or financial conflict of interest, I will 
abstain.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. There are no 
articles in the documents as written to propose amendment to.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed. As for qualifications, I have 25+ years of 
leadership as a business owner which has provided me with experience in a multitude of various roles (as 
detailed in a previous response) that I believe would be an asset to our community and it's growth into the 
future.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

My neighbors take no issue with the cover. While I understand and empathize with any concern others may 
have, I believe expectations regarding lake views and site lines should be limited to those granted within 
your own property. A boat with a snap-on cover or tarp covering on a boat lift provides little to no additional 
lake views through a neighboring property and in most cases, looks worse. Would neighbors prefer to see a 
community full of blue plastic tarps covering boats? If we begin to regulate things such as boat covers, 
where do we draw the line? Neighboring trees? Outdoor furniture? As the lake continues to grow, few would 
say they have better site lines now than they did 20/30/40 years ago...that's the nature of community 
growth. All we as homeowners should reasonably expect is to maintain the views provided within our 
property.

Not necessarily. Yes, I am a Touchless Cover dealer...but this is by default. I first saw Touchless Cover at 
another lake out of state. After inquiring about purchasing, there were no dealers in Ohio at that time and 
the only way to obtain one was to become a dealer myself. After installing my cover, a few others around 
the lake noticed and found benefit in buying a cover for their boats as well. As boats have become six-figure 
investments, it's easy to understand why there is a desire to better protect your entire boat from the 
elements. In regards to financial interest...this was never a primary means of income or turning a profit for 
myself, nor is it something I need to continue to sell at Choctaw. 

While I believe we should always abide by the documents as currently written, I also believe that these 
documents should be continuously reviewed and updated as necessary to better reflect the needs of today 
as opposed to the needs of when they were written. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

My neighbors take no issue with the cover. While I understand and empathize with any concern others may 
have, I believe expectations regarding lake views and site lines should be limited to those granted within 
your own property. A boat with a snap-on cover or tarp covering on a boat lift provides little to no additional 
lake views through a neighboring property and in most cases, looks worse. Would neighbors prefer to see a 
community full of blue plastic tarps covering boats? If we begin to regulate things such as boat covers, 
where do we draw the line? Neighboring trees? Outdoor furniture? As the lake continues to grow, few would 
say they have better site lines now than they did 20/30/40 years ago...that's the nature of community 
growth. All we as homeowners should reasonably expect is to maintain the views provided within our 
property.

Not necessarily. Yes, I am a Touchless Cover dealer...but this is by default. I first saw Touchless Cover at 
another lake out of state. After inquiring about purchasing, there were no dealers in Ohio at that time and 
the only way to obtain one was to become a dealer myself. After installing my cover, a few others around 
the lake noticed and found benefit in buying a cover for their boats as well. As boats have become six-figure 
investments, it's easy to understand why there is a desire to better protect your entire boat from the 
elements. In regards to financial interest...this was never a primary means of income or turning a profit for 
myself, nor is it something I need to continue to sell at Choctaw. 

While I believe we should always abide by the documents as currently written, I also believe that these 
documents should be continuously reviewed and updated as necessary to better reflect the needs of today 
as opposed to the needs of when they were written. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

Sener Calis
Sener Calis  

2563 W Choctaw Dr.  
London Ohio  43140-9081  

Cell Phone:  (740) 579-6702  
     Home Phone:  (740) 490-7478        
Email:  calis68@columbus.rr.com 

 

Hello and Season’s greetings Lake Choctaw Residents.   My name is Sener Calis.  My first name is 
pronounced Shenair, and my last name is pronounced Kalis.  I’d like to share my brief story with you 
about how I came to this wonderful country of ours, and now, how my wife and I have come to call this 
beautiful lake community our home.  

I came to this country from Istanbul Turkey in 1962 as a young 18 year old man full of ideas, dreams, and 
ambitions.  My journey started in New York City, and then led me to Columbus Ohio, where I attended 
The Ohio State University and worked on my degree in Civil Engineering.  I still bleed scarlet and gray 
during football season.  I met my wife while ice skating, got married soon after, and moved to Lexington 
Kentucky, where I attended The University of Kentucky.  I received my bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering, and my master’s degree in Mining Engineering in 1969 from UK and felt that I was on my 
way of achieving the “American Dream”.  I applied for US citizenship, and finally in 1979, my wish was 
granted, and I became a naturalized citizen of this great country.    

I worked for Consol Energy for forty-two years managing operations in industrial engineering for seven 
different states.  I have four children, and four grandchildren.  I retired in 2012 and moved to Lake 
Choctaw to enjoy the wonderful benefits that the lake community has to offer.    

I am currently serving on the C.L.P.O.A Board as a board trustee and previously served for three years 
and was board secretary for one year of my board term.  I am involved with lake drainage, lake water 
quality, roads, and dam improvements.  I also served on the personnel committee, fishing club, and 
beautification committee.     

I am running for the C.L.P.O.A. Board again because I would like to use my past engineering experience 
to ensure that our treasured lake and dam are operating in a safe and economically efficient manner.  My 
professional career has provided me with over forty years of engineering experience studying, designing, 
and implementing efficient operational methods.  This helped to establish better business protocols, so 
that a business’s expenditures can be minimized, while still optimizing profits.   

In closing, I would strive to make the lake a better place than it already is, for all the residents.  I am 
retired, and I intend to live the rest of my life here at the lake and want to make sure that our lake 
community is the best place for everyone who calls Lake Choctaw their home.  I am asking for your vote 
for the CLPOA Board of Trustees in this next election cycle.    

Thank you and may you all be blessed in the New Year.  

Sincerely,  

Sener Calis 

Memberships:  Kentucky Colonel, Chi Epsilon-National Civil Engineering Honorary, Tau Beta Phi-
National Engineering Honorary, and Master Mason   
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Sener Calis - Q & A

Sener Calis  
2563 W Choctaw Dr.  

London Ohio  43140-9081  
Cell Phone:  (740) 579-6702  

     Home Phone:  (740) 490-7478        
Email:  calis68@columbus.rr.com 

 

Hello and Season’s greetings Lake Choctaw Residents.   My name is Sener Calis.  My first name is 
pronounced Shenair, and my last name is pronounced Kalis.  I’d like to share my brief story with you 
about how I came to this wonderful country of ours, and now, how my wife and I have come to call this 
beautiful lake community our home.  

I came to this country from Istanbul Turkey in 1962 as a young 18 year old man full of ideas, dreams, and 
ambitions.  My journey started in New York City, and then led me to Columbus Ohio, where I attended 
The Ohio State University and worked on my degree in Civil Engineering.  I still bleed scarlet and gray 
during football season.  I met my wife while ice skating, got married soon after, and moved to Lexington 
Kentucky, where I attended The University of Kentucky.  I received my bachelor’s degree in Civil 
Engineering, and my master’s degree in Mining Engineering in 1969 from UK and felt that I was on my 
way of achieving the “American Dream”.  I applied for US citizenship, and finally in 1979, my wish was 
granted, and I became a naturalized citizen of this great country.    

I worked for Consol Energy for forty-two years managing operations in industrial engineering for seven 
different states.  I have four children, and four grandchildren.  I retired in 2012 and moved to Lake 
Choctaw to enjoy the wonderful benefits that the lake community has to offer.    

I am currently serving on the C.L.P.O.A Board as a board trustee and previously served for three years 
and was board secretary for one year of my board term.  I am involved with lake drainage, lake water 
quality, roads, and dam improvements.  I also served on the personnel committee, fishing club, and 
beautification committee.     

I am running for the C.L.P.O.A. Board again because I would like to use my past engineering experience 
to ensure that our treasured lake and dam are operating in a safe and economically efficient manner.  My 
professional career has provided me with over forty years of engineering experience studying, designing, 
and implementing efficient operational methods.  This helped to establish better business protocols, so 
that a business’s expenditures can be minimized, while still optimizing profits.   

In closing, I would strive to make the lake a better place than it already is, for all the residents.  I am 
retired, and I intend to live the rest of my life here at the lake and want to make sure that our lake 
community is the best place for everyone who calls Lake Choctaw their home.  I am asking for your vote 
for the CLPOA Board of Trustees in this next election cycle.    

Thank you and may you all be blessed in the New Year.  

Sincerely,  

Sener Calis 

Memberships:  Kentucky Colonel, Chi Epsilon-National Civil Engineering Honorary, Tau Beta Phi-
National Engineering Honorary, and Master Mason   

 

No , as a board  member  I am not allowed to provide information to public!

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

calis68@columbus.rr.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Sener Calis

Same as first Question 

No ! Two years is not enough time 

I can only work with the board, not by myself 

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

Same as first Question 

No ! Two years is not enough time 

I can only work with the board, not by myself 

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

Against wake boats
Our Lake is to small ,they interfere with the other residents enjoyment of the lake 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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No

All of them

By informing at least two day in advance property owners 

To make our lake better place for all property owners

With my education and 42 years of Engineering and business experience!
Also served on the board Twice 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Against wake boats
Our Lake is to small ,they interfere with the other residents enjoyment of the lake 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

I will abide by our constitution and rules 

Retired , No conflict of interest 

I have no conflict of interest 
Retired my only interest is to make our community a great place for everybody 

Amendment s can only be made through property owners 

Not applicable 

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*
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I have been following it for two terms as a BOT member 

Absolutely 
You can’t block our view of the lake 

Absolutely NOT 

Thy are our guidelines 
They must be followed 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms
Seth Kestner

Seth Kestner - Q & A

Yes, I believe the board should adopt a similar version to the Ohio Sunshine laws governing record requests 
and record retention.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

seth.kestner@gmail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Seth Kestner

Yes, being a board member is a position of service; therefore, I would return phone calls and emails without 
partiality and bias. However, I would expect the community to respect that they will not have access to me 
24/7 but I would respond in a timely manner.

I would review the Choctaw governing documents and amendment procedures and if the community 
wanted to alter the term limits I would respect the communities vote.

I have not had any disagreements with members of the community. But I believe people can disagree on a 
topic and not let it become personal. In short, I believe we should be able to disagree on a topic concerning 
the community and still be able to have a beer together at a summer concert.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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This is a topic I would have to study more. I do not own a wake boat nor do I know much about how they 
work. I have not seen any data that supports that the wake boats are the sole cause of an increase in 
shoreline erosion. I think there could be several variables at play that are causing the issues residents have 
raised concerning the shoreline. This is not a large lake and if the community wanted to review the 
watercraft restrictions I would support engaging the whole community in that conversation.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

No

Lake water quality and  long-range planning. But I would be willing to serve on any committee that my 
education and experience would be useful.

I would have to review the Choctaw governing documents to properly answer this question

I enjoy living here and want to help  this community to continue to thrive.

I believe my ability to understand that we want to live in a great community and being able to be open to 
how we achieve that goal is my greatest skill. In my career you can have a plan but you have to be able to 
adjust the plan based on unforeseen variables but still accomplish the goal

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

 I would conduct myself and treat all maters without prejudice or for seeking person gain. My reputation and 
integrity is important to me, thus I would conduct myself accordingly.

I have no business aspirations that would contract with the Property Owners Association or property 
owners

The only interest I have in becoming a board member is to help continue to make the lake a great place to 
live. I have upheld the State and Federal Constitutions without prejudice throughout my career. I would 
continue this as member of the Board of Trustees. 

I have not had a need too.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*
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 I would conduct myself and treat all maters without prejudice or for seeking person gain. My reputation and 
integrity is important to me, thus I would conduct myself accordingly.

I have no business aspirations that would contract with the Property Owners Association or property 
owners

The only interest I have in becoming a board member is to help continue to make the lake a great place to 
live. I have upheld the State and Federal Constitutions without prejudice throughout my career. I would 
continue this as member of the Board of Trustees. 

I have not had a need too.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

I have never been a board member. This question is not relevant to me.

I would as I have in the past follow the rules of the CLPOA if elected as a board member.

I have never been a board member. This question is not relevant to me.

All community members should be able to feel comfortable coming to a board meeting to express their 
concerns about issues regarding the community without retribution. 

No

I believe we were all made aware of the building codes and covenants when we purchased our homes and 
agreed to abide by them by purchasing a home in the community. I believe we have procedures to receive 
variances and decisions on variances should be done on a case-by-case basis but with a consistent 
analysis relying on precedent.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

I have never been a board member. This question is not relevant to me.

I would as I have in the past follow the rules of the CLPOA if elected as a board member.

I have never been a board member. This question is not relevant to me.

All community members should be able to feel comfortable coming to a board meeting to express their 
concerns about issues regarding the community without retribution. 

No

I believe we were all made aware of the building codes and covenants when we purchased our homes and 
agreed to abide by them by purchasing a home in the community. I believe we have procedures to receive 
variances and decisions on variances should be done on a case-by-case basis but with a consistent 
analysis relying on precedent.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

As a current CLPOA Board Trustee, I was nominated and unanimously elected as the CLPOA Secretary by 

the other Board of Trustee (BoT) members for the previous term, also serving as Secretary during 

previous tenures on the BoT. My resume includes decades of practical applied experience and 

knowledge of public and private business policy and regulations, to include Federal CFR, Ohio Revised 

Code and Ohio Administrative Code, with 20 years working knowledge of our CLPOA Deed Restrictions, 

Constitution, Rules and Regulations and Building Code. 

I have been honored to receive State of Ohio commendations and awards to include the Governor’s 

recognition of achievement for saving the State millions through digital transformation with direct 

involvement in developing and setting Statewide standards for web development, online privacy and 

electronic ADA policy and procedures. During my tenure with the State of Ohio, I worked with a variety 

of departmental groups and government jurisdictions to produce major proposals and bids for systems 

and services while managing the delivery of systems and services by contractor and State staff. 

Continuous learning achievements include but are not limited to Ethics Rules, Roberts Rules of Order, 

and becoming a Certified Scrum Master. 

During my previous Board of Trustee term, I have served the CLPOA community to support and ensure 

the completion of the new Choctaw Utilities Water Plant and transition Choctaw Utilities to a not-for- 

profit entity that exclusively serves Choctaw Lake. 

As a CLPOA Board of Trustees volunteer, I consider constant vigilance is necessary to focus on adhering 

to the CLPOA governing documents and ensuring that all CLPOA residents are equally represented while 

supporting property owner friendly and beneficial projects and planning efforts. As a next term CLPOA 

Trustee, I intend to continue to provide unbiased service to the community without regard for personal 

agenda or gain. Thank you for your vote. 

Steve Grapp
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As a current CLPOA Board Trustee, I was nominated and unanimously elected as the CLPOA Secretary by 

the other Board of Trustee (BoT) members for the previous term, also serving as Secretary during 

previous tenures on the BoT. My resume includes decades of practical applied experience and 

knowledge of public and private business policy and regulations, to include Federal CFR, Ohio Revised 

Code and Ohio Administrative Code, with 20 years working knowledge of our CLPOA Deed Restrictions, 

Constitution, Rules and Regulations and Building Code. 

I have been honored to receive State of Ohio commendations and awards to include the Governor’s 

recognition of achievement for saving the State millions through digital transformation with direct 

involvement in developing and setting Statewide standards for web development, online privacy and 

electronic ADA policy and procedures. During my tenure with the State of Ohio, I worked with a variety 

of departmental groups and government jurisdictions to produce major proposals and bids for systems 

and services while managing the delivery of systems and services by contractor and State staff. 

Continuous learning achievements include but are not limited to Ethics Rules, Roberts Rules of Order, 

and becoming a Certified Scrum Master. 

During my previous Board of Trustee term, I have served the CLPOA community to support and ensure 

the completion of the new Choctaw Utilities Water Plant and transition Choctaw Utilities to a not-for- 

profit entity that exclusively serves Choctaw Lake. 

As a CLPOA Board of Trustees volunteer, I consider constant vigilance is necessary to focus on adhering 

to the CLPOA governing documents and ensuring that all CLPOA residents are equally represented while 

supporting property owner friendly and beneficial projects and planning efforts. As a next term CLPOA 

Trustee, I intend to continue to provide unbiased service to the community without regard for personal 

agenda or gain. Thank you for your vote. 

Steve Grapp - Q & A

The CLPOA Board of Trustees meetings are open to members in good standing. The financials, per our 
governing documents, are available for review in the CLPOA Office upon request.  Choctaw Utilities, when it 
was incorporated as a for profit entity was under no such compulsion. Under the new not for profit 
guidelines, Choctaw Utilities records will be available as per the Choctaw Utilities guidelines. The CUI 
financials have been published in the Peace Pipe since August 2022.

I will always return phone calls or emails with questions or concerns, unless it pertains to a matter of 
confidentiality. I do not answer calls from numbers not in my address book to avoid telemarketers and 
scammers. If I do not answer your call, please leave a message and I will return your call at my earliest 
convenience.

I will support any resolution produced by the property owners at a Property Owners Meeting, where there is 
a quorum, that addresses this concern.

As a current board member, I wholly support board decisions, even if I disagree with the decisions.  My 
personal preferences are put aside for the benefit of the community and to support the integrity of the 
organization and neighborhood.

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

The CLPOA Board of Trustees meetings are open to members in good standing. The financials, per our 
governing documents, are available for review in the CLPOA Office upon request.  Choctaw Utilities, when it 
was incorporated as a for profit entity was under no such compulsion. Under the new not for profit 
guidelines, Choctaw Utilities records will be available as per the Choctaw Utilities guidelines. The CUI 
financials have been published in the Peace Pipe since August 2022.

I will always return phone calls or emails with questions or concerns, unless it pertains to a matter of 
confidentiality. I do not answer calls from numbers not in my address book to avoid telemarketers and 
scammers. If I do not answer your call, please leave a message and I will return your call at my earliest 
convenience.

I will support any resolution produced by the property owners at a Property Owners Meeting, where there is 
a quorum, that addresses this concern.

As a current board member, I wholly support board decisions, even if I disagree with the decisions.  My 
personal preferences are put aside for the benefit of the community and to support the integrity of the 
organization and neighborhood.

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

The current Rules and Regulations address wake boarding; Item 15. Miscellaneous Vehicles, H. Wake 
Enhancing Devices.  If Property Owners feel the need to tighten this policy further, the Property Owners 
meetings are the perfect venue to enact changes.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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The CLPOA governing documents and Roberts Rules of Order should always dominate the decisions of the 
CLPOA Board of Trustees. Where these documents are silent on a position is where experience, deliberative 
collaboration and thoughtful insight comes into play.  I would consider it chaotic and unproductive to do 
otherwise.

If I were contracted to do business with the CLPOA I would, at a minimum, recuse myself from any 
considerations that would concern my business. Realistically, I would not consider a position on the board 
in order to avoid even the appearance of impropriety.

As a current Trustee, my first order of business is to research the governing documents for a specific 
reference or guiding principle to an issue at hand.   Though there are a number of things I would like to do 
with my property, I recognize and abide by the limitations as per the governing documents.

I have not yet had justifiable cause to amend our documents.  If I ever thought that I had a justifiable cause 
to propose an amendment to the Constitution, I would consider bringing my concern to my fellow property 
owners at a Property Owners Meeting and lay out my case for revision, and accept the decision of my 
neighbors.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

The current Rules and Regulations address wake boarding; Item 15. Miscellaneous Vehicles, H. Wake 
Enhancing Devices.  If Property Owners feel the need to tighten this policy further, the Property Owners 
meetings are the perfect venue to enact changes.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

No.

If re-elected, I would like to remain on the Constitution, Rules and Regulations Committee, the Choctaw 
Utilities Committee and the Communications Committee.

The CLPOA Constitution, Section 5 - Notice of Special Meetings of Trustees lays out the procedure to be 
followed.

I submitted my name for re-election to continue to provide unbiased service to the entire community without 
regard for personal agenda or gain.

One of my careers was dedicated to being a public servant – in the truest sense of the word.  My efforts as 
a current board member have been geared toward that which is beneficial for the community/association 
as a whole. Occasionally, the board is asked to review the wants/desires of one or a few and weigh the 
benefits/costs to the community/association with regard to present and future value.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*
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Question assumes I have not followed the governing documents. Had I not followed the governing 
documents in letter or by intent, my fellow board members would have kept me in check.

See answer to previous question.

I have heard the concerns about multiple neighbors having their views blocked, deeply empathize, and 
consider it penultimate rudeness to be indifferent to the concerns of one’s neighbors.  The potential 
disruption of the aesthetic shoreline from the lake proper view is equally disturbing to me as a property 
owner. 

No financial interest.

The governing documents, as a whole, are impressive.  They offer a structure to the community for 
continuity while incorporating procedures for the property owners to amend or revise them as deemed 
appropriate.  While the Board of Trustees has some ability to modify or clarify the Policies, Building Code 
and Rules and Regulations, it is  the purview of the Property Owners to modify the Constitution and Deed 
Restrictions, as well as the previously mentioned documents.

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

Suprena LohrerName: Suprena Lohrer 

Address: 1770 West Choctaw Drive 

Phone: 937-206-0881 

E-mail: suprenalohrer@gmail.com 

Many of you might already be familiar with me, or at least with my name, as I have served on 
the CLPOA Board of Trustees for the past seven years. To those who don’t know me, “Hello!”  
Quick info:  I have been on the board for seven years, served as treasurer for five of them, and 
as VP the past two years.  During this time I have worked on many projects to help improve life 
here at Choctaw Lake. For example, I have worked diligently on our collections effort, which has 
improved greatly from where we started, led a committee to prepare a long range capital plan, 
and have also served on the investment committee.   

I have been the chair of the long-range planning committee for the past 5 years, and am 
particularly proud of the accomplishments of this group.  The update of the Arrowhead and 
lodge, modernization and beautification of the tennis courts, playground area, and ensuring 
proper equipment for our maintenance department, all came from a sustainable long-range 
plan.  The results in the community speak for themselves.  In all these roles - and in other 
volunteer positions as well - I am proud to have worked alongside other dedicated property 
owners to continue to improve our community. There will always be more work and I am 
committed to continuing efforts on behalf of this amazing community. 

I am a graduate of Ohio State University with a degree in Industrial and Systems Engineering. 
Prior to making the decision to stay at home full time with my three children, I worked in the food 
manufacturing business as a Quality Systems Manager and Project Engineer. In this role, I led 
cost saving measures such as insourcing calibration of equipment; ensuring compliance with 
ISO 9001, and compliance with regulatory food safety standards. I love solving problems. I 
enjoy the challenge of taking a problem and finding common sense, fiscally responsible 
solutions. 

I’m once again asking for your vote to serve on the CLPOA Board of Trustees. I ask you to vote 
for me not only for past accomplishments, but for what I would like to strive for in the next 3 
years. 

• CONTINUED FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY. Our hard-earned dollars must continue to be 
spent on meaningful projects that add value to our community.  

• FOLLOWING OUR COVENANTS.  We have all agreed to abide by our Covenants, 
Constitution, and Rules & Regulations.  In my time on the Board, I have always fairly and 
impartially followed these documents.  I will continue to do so, if elected.     

• LAKE WATER QUALITY/DAM. These items are vital to the enjoyment of our 
community and require long range planning to ensure we can continue to enjoy 
recreation on the lake. Dredging and continued maintenance are musts for preserving a 
fantastic resource and treasure. 

With your vote, I am confident we can work together and continue to make this the great quality 
neighborhood it is. A neighborhood I am happy and PROUD to call my home. 
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Suprena Lohrer - Q & A

I believe that open and honest communication is the basis in everyday life, including lake governance.  I will 
follow the rules and regulations and use executive session only when necessary to protect the CLPOA.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

suprenalohrer@gmail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Suprena Lohrer

I have taken many phone calls from property owners and listened to their concerns.  I have not always 
agreed with every person who calls me, but I have listened and tried to look at the issues from their 
perspective.  Communication is always good.

I do like the idea of fresh perspectives, and it is truly a benefit for our community as I have seen some of the 
best board members come from our new neighbors. However, I will go with the unpopular opinion of not 
switching to 2-year term because it will cause the board to have over 50% turnover every other year.  The 
board needs stability along with fresh perspectives.  I think the current system serves its purpose well.

Where some see “divisiveness” I see an exchange of different ideas.  I disagree with other board members 
at every meeting.  Every motion is not passed unanimously.  That’s not “divisive” that’s reality.  When 
discussion stays on topic instead of on emotion, solutions begin to emerge.  “Talking through it” is finding 
common ground.  Using the differing opinions of others has built great solutions.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

That is a tough one. I do not have much knowledge of how wake boats produce wake and what effect it has 
on other watercraft. Before answering this, I would need to take some time and watch one of these boats on 
the water to determine the effects. I would also want to talk with wake boat owners. 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*
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No

I would like to stay on the long- range planning committee.  I have enjoyed watching the planning process 
turn into reality.

First I would reference the constitution and implement the following instructions: 
Section 5 - Notice of Special Meetings of Trustees
Notice of any special meeting of the Board of Trustees shall be given to the Trustees at least two (2) 
working days prior to the date of the meeting, notices shall state the purpose for which the stated meeting 
is being called. Every reasonable attempt shall be made by the Board of Trustees to deliver the notice to the 
members. Methods used may include, but not limited to electronic means, entrance sign or phone. (Revised 
October 24, 2017). 

I believe that it is important to share your talents and gifts with others. I also believe it is important that I 
teach my children to do this as well.  I am trying to lead by example and hope that my children and others 
around me will do the same.  I think I do a good job at listening and referring to governing documents (or 
regulations) when making a decision.  I also have a strong ability to solve complex problems while 
decreasing costs.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

I bring to the table a bachelor’s degree in industrial and Systems Engineering, six years of homeschooling 
my children, and seven years on the BOT.  Combined, these have given me the knowledge, patience, and 
experience that I have applied to the future of our great neighborhood.

The governing documents were created by the property owners for the property owners. The board’s job is 
to be the agent that executes these documents, impartially and without bias.

I made a personal decision that if I (or my spouse) ever decided to go into business and the CLPOA would 
be a potential customer I would remove myself from the board.  Luckily, the neighborhood isn’t hiring 
engineers or pilots right now!  

I would abstain. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

I bring to the table a bachelor’s degree in industrial and Systems Engineering, six years of homeschooling 
my children, and seven years on the BOT.  Combined, these have given me the knowledge, patience, and 
experience that I have applied to the future of our great neighborhood.

The governing documents were created by the property owners for the property owners. The board’s job is 
to be the agent that executes these documents, impartially and without bias.

I made a personal decision that if I (or my spouse) ever decided to go into business and the CLPOA would 
be a potential customer I would remove myself from the board.  Luckily, the neighborhood isn’t hiring 
engineers or pilots right now!  

I would abstain. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

Currently I do not have any rules that I feel need updated or changed. If there were I would make the motion 
at a property owners meeting.

I have been a trustee for 7 years, and I always bring the governing documents with me to every meeting to 
reference to ensure that I do follow them.

I have been following the CLPOA documents. I built a house here and quickly understood that the 
community had standards that I agreed to follow.

I empathize with both of my neighbors, the one with the view blocked and the ones that receive violation 
letters.  Some of my best friends have been recipients of violation letters, no one is perfect. They had to 
remedy the problem and comply with the rules.

No.

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *



94 95

Currently I do not have any rules that I feel need updated or changed. If there were I would make the motion 
at a property owners meeting.

I have been a trustee for 7 years, and I always bring the governing documents with me to every meeting to 
reference to ensure that I do follow them.

I have been following the CLPOA documents. I built a house here and quickly understood that the 
community had standards that I agreed to follow.

I empathize with both of my neighbors, the one with the view blocked and the ones that receive violation 
letters.  Some of my best friends have been recipients of violation letters, no one is perfect. They had to 
remedy the problem and comply with the rules.

No.

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

While not perfect, they are a great foundation for a living community.  For me the best part is that they have 
the ability to be changed and updated. While not always the easiest to do, it ensures that the change is 
worth the effort, and the community’s consent and consensus is sought after.  

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

Tim Moore

Tim Moore - Q & A

I believe that understanding not only CLPOA, but also our Utility Company are vital to running a transparent 
organization.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

Tim@goldenbearlock.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Tim Moore
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Yes.  There should be no partiality or bias when it comes to being an elected official of CLPOA.  Board 
members are elected to serve the interests of the entire community.  I promise to respond to phone calls 
and emails within a timely manner, as being responsive to homeowners is critical to the role of a board 
member.

Yes, a two year term limit would allow for more community members to get involved.  New perspectives and 
insight are always a good thing.

Of course.  I will always be open to amicable and productive discussions. There is no reason that we should 
be at odds with members of the community when there can always be an ability to find compromise.  

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

I would start by working with the BOT on bringing awareness to Lake Choctaw boat owners regarding wake 
issues.  Form a committee with all parties to work towards a solution.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

I would start by working with the BOT on bringing awareness to Lake Choctaw boat owners regarding wake 
issues.  Form a committee with all parties to work towards a solution.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

Yes

Lake water quality.  It is our biggest asset and we need to continue to protect our water resources.

I will abide by all CLPOA rules regarding meeting notification.

My wife and I have been homeowners here at the lake for over 16 years.  We have been involved in projects 
as far back as fighting the mega dairy from being established on the north side of the lake back in 2008.  I 
am now in the position to provide my resources and time to this role.

As a business owner, I have spent close to 40 years finding compromises with my customers, employees, 
and vendors.  I pride myself in having honest interactions both in business and personally and will continue 
to bring this type of communication style to the board.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*
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As a business owner, I have spent close to 40 years finding compromises with my customers, employees, 
and vendors.  I pride myself in having honest interactions both in business and personally and will continue 
to bring this type of communication style to the board.
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Trustees?  
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Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

I will support and uphold CLPOA rules and regulations without prejudice and personal gain.

Being a business owner would not affect my duties as a board member.  If my business can provide 
products or services that can save time or money, I do not see a conflict.  I would abstain from any BOT vote 
involving my company.

I have no conflicts personally or financially with the documents as stated above.  I will put my personal 
interests aside for the community and be objective.

I am currently following all rules that are in the CLPOA documents.  I have not had a need for any amends at 
this time so I have no need to present an amendment to the community.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

I will support and uphold CLPOA rules and regulations without prejudice and personal gain.

Being a business owner would not affect my duties as a board member.  If my business can provide 
products or services that can save time or money, I do not see a conflict.  I would abstain from any BOT vote 
involving my company.

I have no conflicts personally or financially with the documents as stated above.  I will put my personal 
interests aside for the community and be objective.

I am currently following all rules that are in the CLPOA documents.  I have not had a need for any amends at 
this time so I have no need to present an amendment to the community.

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
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As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.
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It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

We have followed the CLPOA documents and have broken no rules. 

As state above, we have not broken any rules and are following the CLPOA documents.  I believe that I am 
qualified to lead in a board position.  I have worked with business partners, customers, employees and 
vendors for over 40 years to help find reasonable, responsible ways to solve issues.  I will provide solid 
leadership skills in this role.

As has long been the standard in this community, homeowners should expect to enjoy the view of the lake 
from their property.  They should not expect to be able to dictate an unobstructed view through a neighbors 
yard.  This becomes a slippery slope if neighbors can influence your landscaping, lake-side swings, kayak 
and canoe holders, boathouses, boat lifts, covers or sheds that have been placed along the shorelines for 
the last 45 years.  

Having said that, I appreciate that homeowners might have concern but the reality is that my boat blocked 
views of the water in the same manner as the touchless cover.  The touchless cover provides a more 
streamlined view rather than a boat with toys, skis, boards, life jackets and towels hanging off of it.

No

I believe these documents should be continually reviewed and updated to reflect the homeownership views 
and opinions.

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*
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We have followed the CLPOA documents and have broken no rules. 

As state above, we have not broken any rules and are following the CLPOA documents.  I believe that I am 
qualified to lead in a board position.  I have worked with business partners, customers, employees and 
vendors for over 40 years to help find reasonable, responsible ways to solve issues.  I will provide solid 
leadership skills in this role.
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views of the water in the same manner as the touchless cover.  The touchless cover provides a more 
streamlined view rather than a boat with toys, skis, boards, life jackets and towels hanging off of it.
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How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
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Vicki Presnell

Vicki Presnell - Q & A

Vicki Montgomery Presnell 

Choctaw Lake Board of Trustee Candidate 

BIO 

 

My name is Vicki Montgomery Presnell and I have been a resident of Choctaw Lake since August 2015.    
I have one son who lives with his wife and son in Grove City.  I am “MeeMaw” to my twenty-year-old 
granddaughter (who is a college sophomore), my four-year-old grandson, and have another grandson on 
the way (due this spring).      

In the past, I have served on the Boards and Committees at the local branches of various organizations 
such as American Cancer Society and Habitat for Humanity.   

My professional background includes many years as a Registered Nurse, predominantly in the 
Emergency Department.   Toward the end of my nursing career, I obtained my Paralegal certification.  
The combined background of nursing and law allowed me to transition to a 30-plus year career handling 
medical malpractice matters for various employers, including risk retention groups and a large self-
insured health system.  In that capacity, I was responsible for complex general liability and multi-million-
dollar professional liability claims/litigation and have supervised the claims staff in multiple states.   I 
have been happily retired since April 2021.  

I believe my past work/life experiences and skill sets would enable me as a Board trustee to make fair 
and responsible decisions on issues by thoughtful analysis of pertinent information, consideration of the 
issues from more than one perspective, and by using negotiation and dispute resolution experience to 
bring different viewpoints together to solve problems and create positive outcomes.   

During the years I have been here at Choctaw Lake, I have observed the Board of Trustees work well 
together at times and at other times, not so much, seemingly letting personalities and personal agendas 
get in the way of community interests.    I feel the current Board of Trustees has done a great job and I 
am running to fill one of the upcoming vacant seats as a common-sense, approachable leader with the 
goals of continuing improved and transparent communication between the Board of Trustees and 
community members, maintaining/improving our property values while being fiscally responsible, and 
keeping Choctaw Lake a safe, well maintained, affordable and fun place to live.  

If you share these goals, I would appreciate the opportunity to represent you as a Board Trustee.  Thank 
you.  
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Yes.  I am an advocate for transparent communication between the BOT and community members and 
would not be opposed to live streaming and/or recording the meetings (although currently not permitted). 

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

vickivila@ymail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Vicki Presnell

If elected, I pledge to return phone calls, emails, and have face-to-face communications with property 
owners without partiality or bias so long as these communications remain civil and non-threatening.  Even 
when  there is an issue with hotly contested disagreements, I feel a Board member should be open to 
receiving input from all perspectives but should not have to be subjected to personal threats and/or attacks. 

No.  Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution provides that no trustee may serve more than four (4) 
consecutive terms of three years. I think a two-year term limit would be too restrictive.  There is benefit to 
having some continuity on the Board.  This election cycle is unusual as a result of the pending litigation so 
there are 6 seats to fill but typically, there are 3 seats to fill each year which provides opportunity for 
community members to run for election and provide fresh perspectives.   If a sitting board member whose 
term is expiring is eligible to run for re-election, the community members decide with their vote if that Board 
member should continue to serve or should be replaced by a new candidate.

It is unfortunate but undeniable that there is division within the community. Much of it was caused by past 
issues which sometimes seem to carry over as new issues arise.  As a Board trustee, my goal would be to 
objectively look at new issues that arise, consider all perspectives without bias, treat everyone with respect, 
attempt to resolve disputes before a small spark becomes a raging fire, and enforce applicable Rules and 
Regulations fairly and equally.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*
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If elected, I pledge to return phone calls, emails, and have face-to-face communications with property 
owners without partiality or bias so long as these communications remain civil and non-threatening.  Even 
when  there is an issue with hotly contested disagreements, I feel a Board member should be open to 
receiving input from all perspectives but should not have to be subjected to personal threats and/or attacks. 

No.  Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution provides that no trustee may serve more than four (4) 
consecutive terms of three years. I think a two-year term limit would be too restrictive.  There is benefit to 
having some continuity on the Board.  This election cycle is unusual as a result of the pending litigation so 
there are 6 seats to fill but typically, there are 3 seats to fill each year which provides opportunity for 
community members to run for election and provide fresh perspectives.   If a sitting board member whose 
term is expiring is eligible to run for re-election, the community members decide with their vote if that Board 
member should continue to serve or should be replaced by a new candidate.

It is unfortunate but undeniable that there is division within the community. Much of it was caused by past 
issues which sometimes seem to carry over as new issues arise.  As a Board trustee, my goal would be to 
objectively look at new issues that arise, consider all perspectives without bias, treat everyone with respect, 
attempt to resolve disputes before a small spark becomes a raging fire, and enforce applicable Rules and 
Regulations fairly and equally.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*

Everyone should be able to enjoy the lake and be safe doing it.  I have a pontoon and a jet-ski but I have not 
personally experienced any issues with wake boats so I don’t feel I have enough information at this time to 
propose any solutions.   As I understand your concern, the wake boat operators are not in violation of speed 
limit or other boating rules.   This does seem like an issue that should be addressed (if not previously 
addressed by the Board) before personal injury or property damage occurs.  As a Board member, I would be 
interested in getting input from the wake boat operators and other property owners who feel their waterfront 
property/sea walls are being damaged by wake boats as opposed to regular ski boats or just heavy lake 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

Everyone should be able to enjoy the lake and be safe doing it.  I have a pontoon and a jet-ski but I have not 
personally experienced any issues with wake boats so I don’t feel I have enough information at this time to 
propose any solutions.   As I understand your concern, the wake boat operators are not in violation of speed 
limit or other boating rules.   This does seem like an issue that should be addressed (if not previously 
addressed by the Board) before personal injury or property damage occurs.  As a Board member, I would be 
interested in getting input from the wake boat operators and other property owners who feel their waterfront 
property/sea walls are being damaged by wake boats as opposed to regular ski boats or just heavy lake 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*

traffic.  Perhaps the Lake Patrol could be involved with documenting their observations on the issue and 
finding a workable solution. 

I am not a plaintiff in Madison County Common Pleas Court Case CVH20210223 styled Cosgrove et al v. 
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Associations, Inc. et al.    My only interest in the case is as a member of the 
defendant CLPOA, the same as every property owner at Choctaw Lake. 

Committees of the Board include Collections, Governing Documents Review, Investment, Lake Drainage, 
Roads and Dam, Lake Water Quality, Land/Facility and Long-Range Planning, Patrol and Security, and 
Personnel.  There are other Committees on which Trustees serve such as Beautification, Building Review, 
Communications, Fundraising and Volunteers, and Recreation.   I would be particularly interested in serving 
on the Governing Documents Review, Beautification and Communications committees but would be willing 
to serve on any committee with the possible exception of Investment Committee as I feel the community 
would be much better served by someone with a better understanding of finances and investments 
strategies than I possess.

Article IV Section 5 of the Constitution provides that notice of any special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
shall be given to the Trustees at least two (2) working days prior to the date of the meeting, notices shall 
state the purpose for which the stated meeting is being called.  Every reasonable attempt shall be made by 
the Board of Trustees to deliver notice to the members.  Methods used many include, but not limited to, 
electronic means, entrance sign or phone. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *
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I have lived at Choctaw Lake since August 2015.  As I became integrated into the community, it was 
occasionally suggested to me that I run for a Board position.  Up until my retirement in the spring of 2021, I 
was employed full time with a job that required frequent travel, so I deferred due to lack of time to devote to 
the position.    For this election, I was again approached about running.  I have observed the Board function 
and feel in the last few years, progress has been made in transparent communication, financial 
management, improving and protecting our amenities, and overall governance.   I want that progress to 
continue.    Also, it was brought to my attention that the plaintiffs in the current litigation against CLPOA are 
seeking election.  Based on my review of the Rules and Regs, all the Court documents available on the 
Court’s website, and arguments for and against the fabric boat covers that have been posted on social 
media, it is my opinion that the boat covers are not in compliance with our governing documents and these 
property owners failed to avail themselves of the available process to seek to have the governing 
documents amended to their favor if so decided by a majority of property owners.  Instead, they chose to 
put their self-interest above community-interest by filing a lawsuit.   That is not the type of leader(s) I want 
on the Board and that factored into my decision to run in this election cycle.   Once the list of all the 
candidates was published, I recognized there are multiple other individuals who are proven leaders and/or 
who I know personally and believe would make excellent Board trustees.  It is my sincere desire that 
whoever is elected continues the forward progress that has been made the last few years.

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*

I submitted my candidacy as a common-sense, approachable leader with the goals of continued progress 
toward improved and transparent communication between the Board of Trustees and community members, 
maintaining/improving our property values while being fiscally responsible, and keeping Choctaw Lake a 
safe, well maintained, affordable and fun place to live.  As stated in my Bio, I had a 30+ year career handling 
complex medical malpractice cases.  My responsibilities included but were not limited to investigation, 
analysis, reserving (an industry term for setting aside appropriate funds for the defense and indemnification 
of the claim), and negotiating settlements when appropriate, often using mediation.   Therefore, I have 
experience in listening to opposing positions and working to find compromises and this is just one example 
of how my background lends itself to governing a diverse community.   I can tell you that often, litigation is 
the result of poor communication.  As a brief example, the daughter of a deceased patient was being 
deposed and kept referring to her mother’s gangrene throughout her depo.  I had read the entire medical 
record and the deceased patient did not have gangrene.  I instructed to defense counsel to simply ask her 
why she thought her mother had died from improperly treated gangrene.  Her response was “Mother had a 
tube going into her nose to her stomach and it was draining this green stuff.  If that’s not gangrene, then I 
don’t know what is!”    It became clear that no one (including her own attorney) had explained to her that the 
green drainage from the naso/gastric tube was normal stomach contents and had nothing at all to do with 
her mother’s cause of death.   Poor communication had resulted in an unnecessary lawsuit.  As Trustee, my 
hope would be that by looking for compromised solutions when there are disputes and clear 
communication with affected parties explaining the processes followed and supporting reasons for 
ultimate Board decisions may help limit small issues from becoming huge issues which fosters a divided 
community that can’t work together for the common good. 

Article IV, Section 9 of the Constitution provides that “The act of a majority of the trustees present at a 
meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Trustees, unless the act of a greater 
number is required by law or by these regulations.”.  If this question is seeking the candidates’ personal 
statement of governance, then I pledge, if elected, to serve ethically and fairly and cast my vote as Trustee 
on any and all issues without prejudice or personal gain and to uphold decisions made by the BOT as the 
act of the Board irrespective of whether or not I personally agree with such decisions. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

I submitted my candidacy as a common-sense, approachable leader with the goals of continued progress 
toward improved and transparent communication between the Board of Trustees and community members, 
maintaining/improving our property values while being fiscally responsible, and keeping Choctaw Lake a 
safe, well maintained, affordable and fun place to live.  As stated in my Bio, I had a 30+ year career handling 
complex medical malpractice cases.  My responsibilities included but were not limited to investigation, 
analysis, reserving (an industry term for setting aside appropriate funds for the defense and indemnification 
of the claim), and negotiating settlements when appropriate, often using mediation.   Therefore, I have 
experience in listening to opposing positions and working to find compromises and this is just one example 
of how my background lends itself to governing a diverse community.   I can tell you that often, litigation is 
the result of poor communication.  As a brief example, the daughter of a deceased patient was being 
deposed and kept referring to her mother’s gangrene throughout her depo.  I had read the entire medical 
record and the deceased patient did not have gangrene.  I instructed to defense counsel to simply ask her 
why she thought her mother had died from improperly treated gangrene.  Her response was “Mother had a 
tube going into her nose to her stomach and it was draining this green stuff.  If that’s not gangrene, then I 
don’t know what is!”    It became clear that no one (including her own attorney) had explained to her that the 
green drainage from the naso/gastric tube was normal stomach contents and had nothing at all to do with 
her mother’s cause of death.   Poor communication had resulted in an unnecessary lawsuit.  As Trustee, my 
hope would be that by looking for compromised solutions when there are disputes and clear 
communication with affected parties explaining the processes followed and supporting reasons for 
ultimate Board decisions may help limit small issues from becoming huge issues which fosters a divided 
community that can’t work together for the common good. 

Article IV, Section 9 of the Constitution provides that “The act of a majority of the trustees present at a 
meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Trustees, unless the act of a greater 
number is required by law or by these regulations.”.  If this question is seeking the candidates’ personal 
statement of governance, then I pledge, if elected, to serve ethically and fairly and cast my vote as Trustee 
on any and all issues without prejudice or personal gain and to uphold decisions made by the BOT as the 
act of the Board irrespective of whether or not I personally agree with such decisions. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

I have a small hobby-turned-business doing furniture and marine reupholstery.  I do not have contracts with 
anyone, including CLPOA.  My customer list includes past and current BOT members, current candidates in 
this election, and many other Choctaw Lake residents who are neither.  I do not have any business 
aspirations other than continuing to do this as long as I still enjoy the creative outlet it provides, and my 
arthritic hands will allow.  If anyone contacts me about a project and I have the time and skill to do it, I 
simply provide a quote which the customer can accept or reject.  It doesn’t matter to me if that person is 
aligned with me on issues or not. (I even did a project and became good friends with fans of TTUN!)     I do 
not see any ethical issues or conflicts with the nature of my small business and serving on the BOT but if 
anyone does see such a conflict, please bring it to my attention asap.  

I agree it is imperative that the BOT govern based on Deed Restrictions and Covenants, our Constitution, and 
Rules and Regulations without prejudice.  If an issue arose that conflicted with any personal or financial 
interest I might have, I would recuse myself from any votes taken for action on the issue. 

I do not currently have any issues with any governing documents and therefore have had no reason for 
proposing any amendments for community consideration. 

I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

I have a small hobby-turned-business doing furniture and marine reupholstery.  I do not have contracts with 
anyone, including CLPOA.  My customer list includes past and current BOT members, current candidates in 
this election, and many other Choctaw Lake residents who are neither.  I do not have any business 
aspirations other than continuing to do this as long as I still enjoy the creative outlet it provides, and my 
arthritic hands will allow.  If anyone contacts me about a project and I have the time and skill to do it, I 
simply provide a quote which the customer can accept or reject.  It doesn’t matter to me if that person is 
aligned with me on issues or not. (I even did a project and became good friends with fans of TTUN!)     I do 
not see any ethical issues or conflicts with the nature of my small business and serving on the BOT but if 
anyone does see such a conflict, please bring it to my attention asap.  

I agree it is imperative that the BOT govern based on Deed Restrictions and Covenants, our Constitution, and 
Rules and Regulations without prejudice.  If an issue arose that conflicted with any personal or financial 
interest I might have, I would recuse myself from any votes taken for action on the issue. 

I do not currently have any issues with any governing documents and therefore have had no reason for 
proposing any amendments for community consideration. 

I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*
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I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

I have not personally spoken with any waterfront property owners whose view is or may be blocked so I can 
only respond with how I believe they would feel and how I would feel in that situation.  Not happy!!      
Particularly if whatever was creating the blocked view was determined to be in violation of the controlling 
governing documents in place to protect property owner’s views. 

I have no financial interest in or capacity to financially profit based on the outcome of the boat house 
dispute.  I do have a potential risk of financial loss by having to pay increased CLPOA dues or have an 
assessment levied against me to recover money spent by CLPOA for the defense and/or indemnification of 
this litigation, which is a potential risk shared by every property owner. 

I do not have nor am I aware of any issues with any of the governing documents.   I read the governing 
documents at the time I purchased a home here in 2015   Like most of us, I don’t read them regularly, but I 
attend the property owner’s meetings when there are proposed revisions to be discussed and voted on.   I 
certainly refer to them when the need arises such as when I replaced the garden shed and more recently 
when I had a room addition built.  When I needed clarification, I spoke to property manager Mike Casimir 
and I even met with Mike and two members of the building review committee to be sure that my building 
plans were in compliance.   I don’t find the documents to be excessively controlling or punitive in any way.  (I 
previously lived in a place where the HOA controlled the color of your window blinds!)  The governing 
documents are in place to protect our property values and to enhance the community.  If not enforced, what 
good are they? 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*

 Forms

I have a small hobby-turned-business doing furniture and marine reupholstery.  I do not have contracts with 
anyone, including CLPOA.  My customer list includes past and current BOT members, current candidates in 
this election, and many other Choctaw Lake residents who are neither.  I do not have any business 
aspirations other than continuing to do this as long as I still enjoy the creative outlet it provides, and my 
arthritic hands will allow.  If anyone contacts me about a project and I have the time and skill to do it, I 
simply provide a quote which the customer can accept or reject.  It doesn’t matter to me if that person is 
aligned with me on issues or not. (I even did a project and became good friends with fans of TTUN!)     I do 
not see any ethical issues or conflicts with the nature of my small business and serving on the BOT but if 
anyone does see such a conflict, please bring it to my attention asap.  

I agree it is imperative that the BOT govern based on Deed Restrictions and Covenants, our Constitution, and 
Rules and Regulations without prejudice.  If an issue arose that conflicted with any personal or financial 
interest I might have, I would recuse myself from any votes taken for action on the issue. 

I do not currently have any issues with any governing documents and therefore have had no reason for 
proposing any amendments for community consideration. 

I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*
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2023 VOTING INSTRUCTIONS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION

To ensure that your ballot is counted, please read and carefully follow these instructions.

 

You may vote for no more than six (6) of the candidates listed on the enclosed ballot.  The three candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes will be elected to a three-year term ending February 2026. The 
candidate receiving the fourth, fifth, an sixth highest number of votes will be elected to the two-year term 
ending in 2025.

The Choctaw Lake Constitution Article VI: Section 3 B(3)

It (The Ballot Counting Committee) shall tabulate the results of the voting and certify the winning Candidates 
to the Nominating Committee and the Board of Trustees.  The three candidates receiving the highest number of 
votes shall be deemed winners to fill the vacancies for three-year terms.  Any vacancies for shorter than three-
year terms shall be filled by the persons receiving the next highest number of votes, first for two-year terms, 
then for one-year terms. 

The Choctaw Lake Constitution Article VI: Section 3 A(3)(b)

                                                               

After voting, each ballot shall be returned in a sealed envelope marked “Ballot” but not marked in any other 
way. Each such “Ballot” envelope shall contain only one (1) ballot and the inclusion of more than one ballot in 
any “Ballot” envelope shall disqualify the return. Each such “Ballot” envelope shall be placed in another sealed 
envelope; which shall bear on its face the name of the member, lot number, and such other information as the 
Board may determine will serve to establish the right to cast the vote presented in the ballot contained therein. 
This outer envelope shall be addressed and returned to the “Ballot Counting Committee” at a designated P.O. 
Box, London, OH 43140. 

For your convenience, we are providing you with envelopes meeting the specified requirements. 

Your ballot must be RECEIVED in the manner specified above at the designated LONDON POST OFFICE BOX 
NO LATER THAN 3:00 P.M. ON January 30, 2023.   

Please do not return your ballot to the Lake office.

THANK YOU FOR VOTING
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