
Yes, I believe transparency is crucial to ensuring all property owners have the information and knowledge 
required to make the decisions/choices that best serve our community.

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

scott@mrsindustrial.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Scott Cosgrove



Yes, all property owners deserve to receive impartial, unbiased communication in a timely manner.

Yes, fresh perspectives and ideas are key to community growth.

Board members are elected to serve the community as a whole, not just those who agree with us. An 
honest, open, respectful dialogue is always beneficial to understanding both sides of a discussion and is 
vital to compromise.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*



I would suggest first forming a committee to research and better understand/identify the current and future 
concerns posed by wake related issues within the community. That information can then be utilized to 
propose an acceptable solution for all parties.

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*



Yes 

Water quality and long range planning. A healthy lake and dam are essential to the sustainability of our 
community. I would also like to see street lighting implementation to provide additional safety and security 
with well lit areas within the community.

Per Article III, Section 2 of the CLPOA Constitution:

"The President, Board of Trustees or seventy-five (75) or more of the full voting members in good standing 
may call a special
meeting of the members. Members shall submit a petition with at least 75 signatures a minimum of five (5) 
working days prior to
the date of the event. The CLPOA office will verify that at least seventy-five (75) of the members calling the 
meeting are in good
standing. (Revised October 24, 2017)"

As touched upon in a previous question, I believe that fresh perspectives and ideas are fundamental to 
community growth. As a lake resident for 22 years, I have seen both the highs and lows of lake leadership 
and the impact each can have on our community. As a trustee, I want to bring a common sense approach 
back to the board and create the positive change required to ensure Choctaw Lake remains a place we're all 
proud to call home for years to come.

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*



As a business owner of a metal fabrication company since 1997, I have 25+ years of experience in a 
multitude of aspects that I believe can be a valuable asset to our community. From financial (accounting, 
budgets, contracts), to customer relations, to construction related tasks (design/build, scheduling, 
coordination), I feel there are many duties in my day to day operations that translate well with the 
responsibilities of a successful lake trustee. I am also a current member of the Somerford Township zoning 
board with responsibilities including planning, maintaining and oversight of property zoning within the 
township.

As a Choctaw Lake trustee, I will uphold the Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association 
Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and personal gain.

Any votes involving a conflict of interest, whether personal or financial, should be abstained by the 
trustee(s) in question. Should there be a vote where I have a personal or financial conflict of interest, I will 
abstain.

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*



Any votes involving a conflict of interest, whether personal or financial, should be abstained by the 
trustee(s) in question. Should there be a vote where I have a personal or financial conflict of interest, I will 
abstain.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. There are no 
articles in the documents as written to propose amendment to.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed.

CLPOA documents provide no current rules or regulations in regards to fabric boat covers. CLPOA 
documents as written have been and will continue to be followed. As for qualifications, I have 25+ years of 
leadership as a business owner which has provided me with experience in a multitude of various roles (as 
detailed in a previous response) that I believe would be an asset to our community and it's growth into the 
future.

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *



My neighbors take no issue with the cover. While I understand and empathize with any concern others may 
have, I believe expectations regarding lake views and site lines should be limited to those granted within 
your own property. A boat with a snap-on cover or tarp covering on a boat lift provides little to no additional 
lake views through a neighboring property and in most cases, looks worse. Would neighbors prefer to see a 
community full of blue plastic tarps covering boats? If we begin to regulate things such as boat covers, 
where do we draw the line? Neighboring trees? Outdoor furniture? As the lake continues to grow, few would 
say they have better site lines now than they did 20/30/40 years ago...that's the nature of community 
growth. All we as homeowners should reasonably expect is to maintain the views provided within our 
property.

Not necessarily. Yes, I am a Touchless Cover dealer...but this is by default. I first saw Touchless Cover at 
another lake out of state. After inquiring about purchasing, there were no dealers in Ohio at that time and 
the only way to obtain one was to become a dealer myself. After installing my cover, a few others around 
the lake noticed and found benefit in buying a cover for their boats as well. As boats have become six-figure 
investments, it's easy to understand why there is a desire to better protect your entire boat from the 
elements. In regards to financial interest...this was never a primary means of income or turning a profit for 
myself, nor is it something I need to continue to sell at Choctaw. 

While I believe we should always abide by the documents as currently written, I also believe that these 
documents should be continuously reviewed and updated as necessary to better reflect the needs of today 
as opposed to the needs of when they were written. 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*
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