
Yes.  I am an advocate for transparent communication between the BOT and community members and 
would not be opposed to live streaming and/or recording the meetings (although currently not permitted). 

2023 Board of Trustee Election - Property Owner
Questions Submitted to Candidates
INSTRUCTIONS: Please carefully read through each question submitted by our property owner neighbors 
and insert your responses in the spaces provided. There are 19 questions.  I recommend you input your 
responses to a Microsoft Word document and use it to create your responses. Then copy and paste your 
final response into this form when you are comfortable. You do not have to do this, just a suggestion. The 
form auto saves every few seconds. There is no way to lose your inputs unless you leave the form without 
submitting.

Please have your responses completed by 5 p.m. on January 10th, as our goal is to publish to the 
community on the 12th. Be sure you click the submit button at the end of the form. You must provide your 
email address below so we can track responses. And, you will receive an email with your responses for 
your records. 

If you are not comfortable with this format and need to respond with paper/pen let me know and we are 
happy to provide you with a print out and you can manually write your answers out.

Thank you,
On Behalf of the Nominating Committee

Email *

vickivila@ymail.com

Many candidates have discussed the need for open, honest, transparent communication with 
property owners. Will you be transparent and open about lake governance with property owners, 
including financial information for CLPOA and its subsidiary Choctaw Utilities?

*

Vicki Presnell



If elected, I pledge to return phone calls, emails, and have face-to-face communications with property 
owners without partiality or bias so long as these communications remain civil and non-threatening.  Even 
when  there is an issue with hotly contested disagreements, I feel a Board member should be open to 
receiving input from all perspectives but should not have to be subjected to personal threats and/or attacks. 

No.  Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution provides that no trustee may serve more than four (4) 
consecutive terms of three years. I think a two-year term limit would be too restrictive.  There is benefit to 
having some continuity on the Board.  This election cycle is unusual as a result of the pending litigation so 
there are 6 seats to fill but typically, there are 3 seats to fill each year which provides opportunity for 
community members to run for election and provide fresh perspectives.   If a sitting board member whose 
term is expiring is eligible to run for re-election, the community members decide with their vote if that Board 
member should continue to serve or should be replaced by a new candidate.

It is unfortunate but undeniable that there is division within the community. Much of it was caused by past 
issues which sometimes seem to carry over as new issues arise.  As a Board trustee, my goal would be to 
objectively look at new issues that arise, consider all perspectives without bias, treat everyone with respect, 
attempt to resolve disputes before a small spark becomes a raging fire, and enforce applicable Rules and 
Regulations fairly and equally.

In the interest of open communication with property owners, will you pledge, if elected, to return 
phone calls and emails of property owners without partiality or bias?

*

Will you support a two year term limit for board of trustee members so more property owners 
have a chance to serve and the community can benefit from fresh perspectives?

*

As a board member, how would you actively work to repair the divisiveness that exists within 
our community? Would you, for example, reach out to find common ground with those you have 
had disagreements with in the past? 

*



Everyone should be able to enjoy the lake and be safe doing it.  I have a pontoon and a jet-ski but I have not 
personally experienced any issues with wake boats so I don’t feel I have enough information at this time to 
propose any solutions.   As I understand your concern, the wake boat operators are not in violation of speed 
limit or other boating rules.   This does seem like an issue that should be addressed (if not previously 
addressed by the Board) before personal injury or property damage occurs.  As a Board member, I would be 
interested in getting input from the wake boat operators and other property owners who feel their waterfront 
property/sea walls are being damaged by wake boats as opposed to regular ski boats or just heavy lake 

There are many concerns that have been created by the increase in the amount of wake boats 
using the lake on the weekends:

The waves created by having multiple wake boats on the lake at the same time has made it 
difficult and/or no longer enjoyable for the rest of us to use our jet skis.  
In addition, last summer the front of my pontoon was literally sunk under by a huge wave 
created by one of the boats and all on board had to run to the back of the boat.  We had family 
visiting for the first time with small children on board and they were scared to death.  I have to 
admit I was in panic mode for a moment as well because we had never had that happen before.
Lastly, for those of us who live on the lake, the intense waves created by these boats makes it 
very difficult for us to return our boats to their slips.  The large and powerful waves are also 
destroying our shoreline. This past summer I had to raise my sea wall almost 3 feet due to the 
erosion of my yard from the waves. 

The previous 2 summers I lived here these concerns existed but the increase in the number of 
these boats now makes it a serious problem. I am very concerned that if we do not address this 
issue these problems will just become even greater.

I would like to see the current owners of these boats enjoy the lake.  However, I think it would be 
in the best interest of the rest of the community that no additional wake boats be permitted to 
register for use on the lake.  This small lake is not big enough to accommodate the wake boats 
that are already here.  If more of these boats are allowed then the fun of a few is going to ruin 
the weekend fun for the rest of the community.  

As an aside, I know these boats are supposed to only use the middle of the lake to minimize the 
waves getting to the shoreline.  These boats are following that guideline but they still create 
large, crashing waves that hit my shoreline and those of my neighbors doing damage and 
tossing our watercraft and docks around.  That solution does not fix any of the problems that 
have been identified.  

My question for the candidates is what actions do they feel need to be taken regarding the wake 
boats at Choctaw Lake?

*



traffic.  Perhaps the Lake Patrol could be involved with documenting their observations on the issue and 
finding a workable solution. 

I am not a plaintiff in Madison County Common Pleas Court Case CVH20210223 styled Cosgrove et al v. 
Choctaw Lake Property Owners Associations, Inc. et al.    My only interest in the case is as a member of the 
defendant CLPOA, the same as every property owner at Choctaw Lake. 

Committees of the Board include Collections, Governing Documents Review, Investment, Lake Drainage, 
Roads and Dam, Lake Water Quality, Land/Facility and Long-Range Planning, Patrol and Security, and 
Personnel.  There are other Committees on which Trustees serve such as Beautification, Building Review, 
Communications, Fundraising and Volunteers, and Recreation.   I would be particularly interested in serving 
on the Governing Documents Review, Beautification and Communications committees but would be willing 
to serve on any committee with the possible exception of Investment Committee as I feel the community 
would be much better served by someone with a better understanding of finances and investments 
strategies than I possess.

Article IV Section 5 of the Constitution provides that notice of any special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
shall be given to the Trustees at least two (2) working days prior to the date of the meeting, notices shall 
state the purpose for which the stated meeting is being called.  Every reasonable attempt shall be made by 
the Board of Trustees to deliver notice to the members.  Methods used many include, but not limited to, 
electronic means, entrance sign or phone. 

Are you currently a plaintiff in the case #CVH20210223 Cosgrove eta vs Choctaw Lake Property 
Owners?

*

What committees are you interested in joining? *

How do you properly call a special BOT meeting? *



I have lived at Choctaw Lake since August 2015.  As I became integrated into the community, it was 
occasionally suggested to me that I run for a Board position.  Up until my retirement in the spring of 2021, I 
was employed full time with a job that required frequent travel, so I deferred due to lack of time to devote to 
the position.    For this election, I was again approached about running.  I have observed the Board function 
and feel in the last few years, progress has been made in transparent communication, financial 
management, improving and protecting our amenities, and overall governance.   I want that progress to 
continue.    Also, it was brought to my attention that the plaintiffs in the current litigation against CLPOA are 
seeking election.  Based on my review of the Rules and Regs, all the Court documents available on the 
Court’s website, and arguments for and against the fabric boat covers that have been posted on social 
media, it is my opinion that the boat covers are not in compliance with our governing documents and these 
property owners failed to avail themselves of the available process to seek to have the governing 
documents amended to their favor if so decided by a majority of property owners.  Instead, they chose to 
put their self-interest above community-interest by filing a lawsuit.   That is not the type of leader(s) I want 
on the Board and that factored into my decision to run in this election cycle.   Once the list of all the 
candidates was published, I recognized there are multiple other individuals who are proven leaders and/or 
who I know personally and believe would make excellent Board trustees.  It is my sincere desire that 
whoever is elected continues the forward progress that has been made the last few years.

What is/are your reason(s) for submitting your name for election to the Choctaw Lake Board of 
Trustees?  

*



I submitted my candidacy as a common-sense, approachable leader with the goals of continued progress 
toward improved and transparent communication between the Board of Trustees and community members, 
maintaining/improving our property values while being fiscally responsible, and keeping Choctaw Lake a 
safe, well maintained, affordable and fun place to live.  As stated in my Bio, I had a 30+ year career handling 
complex medical malpractice cases.  My responsibilities included but were not limited to investigation, 
analysis, reserving (an industry term for setting aside appropriate funds for the defense and indemnification 
of the claim), and negotiating settlements when appropriate, often using mediation.   Therefore, I have 
experience in listening to opposing positions and working to find compromises and this is just one example 
of how my background lends itself to governing a diverse community.   I can tell you that often, litigation is 
the result of poor communication.  As a brief example, the daughter of a deceased patient was being 
deposed and kept referring to her mother’s gangrene throughout her depo.  I had read the entire medical 
record and the deceased patient did not have gangrene.  I instructed to defense counsel to simply ask her 
why she thought her mother had died from improperly treated gangrene.  Her response was “Mother had a 
tube going into her nose to her stomach and it was draining this green stuff.  If that’s not gangrene, then I 
don’t know what is!”    It became clear that no one (including her own attorney) had explained to her that the 
green drainage from the naso/gastric tube was normal stomach contents and had nothing at all to do with 
her mother’s cause of death.   Poor communication had resulted in an unnecessary lawsuit.  As Trustee, my 
hope would be that by looking for compromised solutions when there are disputes and clear 
communication with affected parties explaining the processes followed and supporting reasons for 
ultimate Board decisions may help limit small issues from becoming huge issues which fosters a divided 
community that can’t work together for the common good. 

Article IV, Section 9 of the Constitution provides that “The act of a majority of the trustees present at a 
meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the Board of Trustees, unless the act of a greater 
number is required by law or by these regulations.”.  If this question is seeking the candidates’ personal 
statement of governance, then I pledge, if elected, to serve ethically and fairly and cast my vote as Trustee 
on any and all issues without prejudice or personal gain and to uphold decisions made by the BOT as the 
act of the Board irrespective of whether or not I personally agree with such decisions. 

Please elaborate how your submitted resume with respect to experience, education, and current 
or previous volunteer service will support your reasons for entering the election and benefit the 
good of Choctaw Lake and its property owners.

*

Now that you have decided to run for a position on the Choctaw Lake Board of Trustees, please 
provide a statement of governance with respect to upholding Deed Restrictions, Choctaw Lake 
Property Owners Association Constitution, and Rules and Regulations without prejudice and 
personal gain.

*



I have a small hobby-turned-business doing furniture and marine reupholstery.  I do not have contracts with 
anyone, including CLPOA.  My customer list includes past and current BOT members, current candidates in 
this election, and many other Choctaw Lake residents who are neither.  I do not have any business 
aspirations other than continuing to do this as long as I still enjoy the creative outlet it provides, and my 
arthritic hands will allow.  If anyone contacts me about a project and I have the time and skill to do it, I 
simply provide a quote which the customer can accept or reject.  It doesn’t matter to me if that person is 
aligned with me on issues or not. (I even did a project and became good friends with fans of TTUN!)     I do 
not see any ethical issues or conflicts with the nature of my small business and serving on the BOT but if 
anyone does see such a conflict, please bring it to my attention asap.  

I agree it is imperative that the BOT govern based on Deed Restrictions and Covenants, our Constitution, and 
Rules and Regulations without prejudice.  If an issue arose that conflicted with any personal or financial 
interest I might have, I would recuse myself from any votes taken for action on the issue. 

I do not currently have any issues with any governing documents and therefore have had no reason for 
proposing any amendments for community consideration. 

I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

As a current or potential business owner that contracts with the Choctaw Lake Property Owners 
Association and or property owners, how will you keep your business aspirations separate from 
Board of Trustee duties—please cite your ethical position.

*

It is imperative that the Board of Trustees govern based on Deed Restrictions, Covenants, 
Constitution and Rules and Regulations (governing documents) without prejudice.  Please 
provide a statement of how you will abide by our governing documents when it conflicts with 
your personal and financial interests.

*

The CLPOA documents prescribe methods for amending them.  Why have you not proposed an 
amendment for community consideration?

*

How do you believe you are qualified to uphold the CLPOA documents when you have not 
followed them?

*



I am not aware that I have been non-compliant with any CLPOA governing documents. 

I have not personally spoken with any waterfront property owners whose view is or may be blocked so I can 
only respond with how I believe they would feel and how I would feel in that situation.  Not happy!!      
Particularly if whatever was creating the blocked view was determined to be in violation of the controlling 
governing documents in place to protect property owner’s views. 

I have no financial interest in or capacity to financially profit based on the outcome of the boat house 
dispute.  I do have a potential risk of financial loss by having to pay increased CLPOA dues or have an 
assessment levied against me to recover money spent by CLPOA for the defense and/or indemnification of 
this litigation, which is a potential risk shared by every property owner. 

I do not have nor am I aware of any issues with any of the governing documents.   I read the governing 
documents at the time I purchased a home here in 2015   Like most of us, I don’t read them regularly, but I 
attend the property owner’s meetings when there are proposed revisions to be discussed and voted on.   I 
certainly refer to them when the need arises such as when I replaced the garden shed and more recently 
when I had a room addition built.  When I needed clarification, I spoke to property manager Mike Casimir 
and I even met with Mike and two members of the building review committee to be sure that my building 
plans were in compliance.   I don’t find the documents to be excessively controlling or punitive in any way.  (I 
previously lived in a place where the HOA controlled the color of your window blinds!)  The governing 
documents are in place to protect our property values and to enhance the community.  If not enforced, what 
good are they? 

This form was created inside of Choctaw Lake Property Owners Association.

How do you believe you are qualified to lead in light of not following the CLPOA documents? *

How do you believe your neighbors feel about having their views potentially blocked?  Do you 
empathize with your neighbors?

*

Do you have a financial interest, as in stand to profit, in the outcome of the boathouse dispute? *

What is your personal opinion of the CLPOA documents, such as building code, restrictive 
covenants, and Constitution?  

*
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